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F         ^S^^ding,  Edward  Esnry:        '  1825-1893,  con?. 

■8442  2  Bi-contcDiiirJ  of  old  Dunstable.  Address  by  Hon.  S.  T. 
.83  "WoTcMJsfor,  October  27,  1S73.  Also  Colonel  Baueroft's 
personal  narrative  of  the  ])attle  of  Bunker  Hill,  an(l  some 
notices  of  per>ons  and  families  of  the  early  tunes  of  Dun- 
stable, including-  AVelds,  Tyn-s,  T.ovewdls,  Farwells, 
Fletchers,  ]>ancrofts,  Joneses  and  Cuthus.  By  J.  B.  HdL 
Nashua,  N.  II.,  K.  H.  Spalding,  1878. 
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Nashua,  Ja>-.  1st,  1878. 
These  collections  relating  to  early  Dunstable  are  resijectfully 
dedicated  to  the  Nashua  Historical  Society,  hoping  they  may  aid 
the  future  historian  in  his  labor  of  writing  the  History  of  Nashua. 
The  able  address  of  Judge  Worcester  was  not  in  sliape  to  be  pre- 
served; the  valuable  articles  of  J.  B.  Hill,  Esq.,  were  entirely  with 
him  and  could  not  be  produced  by  any  other  person  ;  and  with 
no  pretension  to  originality,  but  only  as  a  preserver  of  vahiable 
historical  matters,  I  have  caused  one  hundred  co}»ies  of  these 
papers  to  be  printed, 

E.  H.  SPALDING. 


HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : — 

We,  the  people  of  the  towns  come  of  ancient  Dunstable  as  a 
common  parent,  meet  here  to-day  with  our  friends  and  neighbors 
in  this  family  gi'oup,  to  commemorate  in  some  fitting  way,  the 
.two  hundredth  birth-day  of  a  venerated  and  honored  mother. 

"We,  and  the  towns  from  which  we  come  are  the  heirs  of  her 
precious  memories  and  rich  estates — won  and  defended  by  her 
sacrifices — consecrated  by  her  sufferings  and  blood — our  several 
shares  of  the  old  family  homestead  having  been  set  oflTand  apart- 
ed  to  us — the  perpetuation  of  her  good  name  and  worthy  deeds 
is  committed  to  us  as  an  especial  trust. 

I  am  fully  conscious  of  the  honor  done  me  b}'  the  invitation, 
distrustingly  accepted,  to  appear  on  this  occasion,  and  to  speak 
to  this  family  gathering,  somewhat  of  her  ways  of  life — of  her 
character  and  experiences  for  the  first  hundred  years.  But  I 
will  not  preface  what  I  have  to  say,  with  the  common,  and 
sometimes  wearisome  confession  of  incompetency  to  the  duty — 
or  of  the  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  m}'  task 
is  done — both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  I  fear,  will  be  but  too 
apparent  to  those  of  you  who  will  honor  me  with  your  attention. 

The  ancient  town  of  Dunstable  was  chartered  b}'  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  (as  shown  by  the  original  record  now 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Boston),  October  16, 
1673,  O.  S.  corresponding  to  October  27,  1673,  X.  S.,  just  two 
hundred  years  ago  to-day.  It  was  then,  and  for  nearly  eighty 
years  after,  supposed  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex. 
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It  included  within  its  boundaries,  as  originallj-  ciiartered,  the 
present  town  of  Tyngsborough,  the  cast  part  of  Dunstable,  a 
narrow  gore  on  the  north  line  of  Pepporell,  another  near  the 
north-cast  corner  of  Townsend,  all  still  in  Massacliusetts.  In 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire  it  embraced  the  town  of  Litchfield, 
most  of  Hudson,  the  south-west  part  of  Londonderry,  and 
the  west  part  of  Pelhara,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Merrimack 
river ; — on  the  west  side  of  that  river,  nearly  all  of  the  towns 
of  Nashua  and  Hollis,  all  of  Amlierst  and  Merrimack  south  of 
the  Souhegan  river,  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  towns  of  lirook- 
line  and  Milford. 

That  part  of  it  west  of  the  Merrimack  was  bounded  north  by 
the  Souhegan,  south  by  Chelmsford  and  Groton,  as  charlered  in 
1655,  and  west  by  a  line  runniug  due  south  from  Dram  Cup 
Hill,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Milford,  near  the  Souhegan,  a 
little  to  the  west  of  Muscatanapus  "pond,  now  in  Brookline. 

AREA   OF   ANCIENT    DUNSTABLE. 

Its  extreme  length  from  north  to  south  from  the  north  line  of 
Litchfield  to  that  of  Chelmsford,  followiug  the  course  of  the 
Merrimack,  was  about  seventeen  miles,  its  least  length  from  the 
south  line  of  Groton  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  Souhegan  river, 
not  far  from  ten  miles.  Its  greatest  breadth  east  and  west 
could  not  have  been  less  than  sixteen  miles,  the  whole  compris- 
ing an  area  of  near  two  hundred  square  miles,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  acres. 

It  was  still  a  favorite  home  of  the  savage,  covered  for  the 
most  part  with  the  dense,  native  New  England  forest,  the  fair 
Merrimack  flowing  near  its  centre,  the  Souhegan  along  its  north- 
erly border,  the  Nashua  and  Nissitissit  in  the  southwest.  Be- 
side all  these  beautiful  rivers,  it  was  watered  by  hundreds  of 
cr3-stal  brooks,  and  gemmed  among  its  hills  with  scores  of  clear 
and  picturesque  ponds. 

From  out  this  fair  domain,  between  the  yetxrs  1655  and  1673, 
many  grants  had  been  made  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts of  "Farms,"  so  called,  to  individuals  and  corporations, 
mostly  along  the  Merrimack  and  Souhegan,  varying  in  quantity 
from  three  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  acres,  and  amounting  in 
all  to  fourteen  thousand  acres  or  more.    The  last  of  these  grants, 
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bearing  date  October  11,  1G73,  O.  S.,  but  a  few  da^'s  before  tlie 
charter,  was  made  to  the  Boston  Artillery  Compan}-,  since 
known  by  the  well-earned  name  and  title  of  the  "Ancient  and 
Honorable."  This  last  grant  was  of  one  thousand  acres,  and 
was  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the  Nashua  river,  at  its  inter- 
section with  the  ]Merrimack,  extending  north  along  the  ^lerri- 
mack  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  and  on  the  Nashua  to  Spec- 
tacle meadow  and  brook,  about  two  miles,  and  including  all  the 
compact  part  of  the  cit\"  of  Nashua  north  of  the  river.  It 
appears  from  the  histor}-  of  the  Artillery  Company  that  about 
seventy  j-ears  afterwards  the  compan}'  sold  this  tract  to  Col. 
Joseph  Blanchard,  a  gentleman  of  much  note  in  the  earl}-  his- 
tory of  Dunstable.  The  remembrance  of  this  grant  has  been 
affectionately  perpetuated  to  our  times  in  the  name  of  that 
beautiful  natural  reservoir  of  pure  and  sparkling  water  close  by 
the  heart  of  our  city,  and  endeared  to  us  all  by  the  historic 
name  of  "Artillery  Pond." 

PETITION   FOR   THE    CHARTER. 

The  petition  for  this  charter  was  dated  Sept.  15,  1673,  O.  S., 
and  was  signed  by  Thomas  Brattle,  Jonathan  Tyng,  and  twent}'- 
four  others,  including  a  part  of  the  owners  of  the  "Farms"  pre- 
vioush'  granted.  The  petitioners  stated  as  reasons  for  granting 
the  charter  that  "the  Land  described  in  the  Petition  Was  of 
little  Capacity  as  it  then  was  to  do  the  country  service" — "that 
a  considerable' number  of  persons  of  sober  and  orderly  conver- 
sation, who  stood  in  great  need  of  accommodations  were  ready 
to  make  improvement  of  this  vacant  Land  with  whom  the  owners 
of  the  'farms'  previously  granted  were  read)"-  to  join  and  En- 
courage." The  petition  then  concludes  as  follows:  "  IV  Pe- 
titioners therefore  Humbly  request  the  favour  of  this  Honoured 
Court  that  they  will  please  to  grant  the  said  Tract  of  Laud  to 
yo''  Petitioners  and  to  such  as  will  joyne  with  them  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Land  aforementioned  so  that  those  who  have  alread}' 
improved  their  Farmes  there  and  others  also  "Who  speedily  in- 
tend to  doe  the  like  may  be  in  a  way  for  the  Enjoyment  of  the 
Publique  ordinances  of  God  ;  ffor  without  which  the  greatest 
part  of  the  yeare  they  will  be  deprived  of;  the  farmes  lying  far 
remoat  from  any  towns  ;  and  farther  that  this  Honoured  Court 


HISTORICAL    ADDRESS. 


will  please  to  grant  the  like  Immunities  to  this  Plantation  as 
they  in  their  favors  have  formerly  granted  to  other  new  Planta- 
tions.    So  shall  3-our  Petitioners  be  ever  engaged  to  pray  «&:c. 


Thos.  Edwards, 
Tho.  Wheeler,  Senior. 
Peter  Bulkley. 
John  Parker. 
John  Morss,  Senior. 
Sam  WELL  Combs. 
James  Parker,  Junior. 
JosiAH  Parker. 
Joseph  Parker. 
Nath.  Blood. 
Rob't  Parris. 
John  Jolliffe. 
Zafinea  Long. 


Thomas  Brattle. 
Jonathan  Tvng. 
Joseph  Wheeler. 
Jamks  Parker,  Senior. 
Rob't  Gii:bs. 
John  Turner- 
Sampson  Sheafe. 
Sa.muel  Scarlet. 
William  Lakin. 
Abraham  Parker. 
James  Knapp. 
Robert  Proctor. 
Simon  Willard. 


The  petition  was  granted,  .and  the  charter  or  act  of  incorpor- 
ation, as  copied  from  the  original  manuscript  record  is  in  the 
words  following : 

"The  Magistrates  Judge  it  Meet  to  grant  the.  Petitioners  Request  herein  ; 
Provided  that  a  farme  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  Upland  &  Meadow  be  layd 
out  for  the  Publick  use,  and  that  they  so  proceed  in  settling  ye  Plantation  as 
to  finish  it  out  wthin  three  years  &  procure  &  maintain  an  able  &  orthodo.x 
minister  amongst  them ;  the  Magistrs  have  passed  this,  their  brethren  the 
Deputyes  hereto  consenting. 

EDWARD  RAWSON,  Sectret. 
i6  October  1773         ,  » 

The  Deputyes  consent  hereto 

WILLIAM  TORRY,  Clericus." 

Such,  in  those  times,  and  for  many  years  after  were  the  usual 
conditions  upon  which  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
granted  charters  for  towns.  The  procuring  and  maintenance 
of  an  "aWe  and  orthodox"  minister  was  an  indispensable  con- 
dition, and  in  case  a  Town  should  be  destitute  of  such  laicful 
minister  for  six  consecutive  months,  it  was  made  the  duty  of 
the  Court  of  Sessions,  at  the  charge  of  the  town,  to  procure  and 
settle  one  that  would  answer  the  Law.  By  "  finishing,"  or 
"finishing  out"  the  Plantation  within  three  years,"  was  un- 
doubtedly meant,  the  procuring  within  that  time  of  such  number 
of  settlers  as  would  be  competent  to  the  support  of  such  minis- 
ister  and  the  building  of  a  meeting  house.  That  such  was  the 
meanins:  of  the  words  "  finish  out  the  Plantation  within  three 
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years"  is  more  than  implied  in  the  action  of  the  Petitioners,  and 
in  the  conditions  upon  which  at  the  time,  they  made  grants  of 
"  House  Lotts,"  so  called,  to  actual  settlers ;  each  settler  be- 
ing required  b}'  his  contract  to  "  clear,  fence,  break  up,  build 
a  house,  and  Live  upon  his  Lot  within  three  years"  from  the 
date  of  his  charter  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture.  l>y  the 
granting  of  this  charter,  the  Twent^'-Six  Petitioners  became  the 
owners  of  all  the  ungranted  Lands  within  the  Boundaries  of  Old 
Dunstable,  which,  if  equally  shared,  would  have  given  to  each 
of  them  not  less  than  four  thousand  acres.  About  twelve  years 
later,  for  the  consideration  of  £20,  as  is  said,  the  title  of  the 
Proprietors  was  confirmed  by  the  Naticook  &  Wamesit  Indians 
— the  Naticooks  then  living  about  Thornton's  Ferry,  the  Wam- 
esits  near  Pawtucket  Falls. 

GRANTEES    AND    PROPRIETORS. 

Many  of  the  grantees  of  the  "  Farms  "  as  well  as  of  the  peti- 
tioners for  the  charters  were  at  the  time  men  of  note  in  the 
Province.  Among  the  former  were  John  Eudicott,  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  and  William  Brenton,  afterwards  Governor 
of  Rhode  Island.  Among  the  latter  were  AVilliam  Brattle, 
whose  name  is  perpetuated  in  Brattle  Street,  Brattle  Street 
Church,  and  Brattle's  End  Dunstable,  Peter  Bulkley,  a  fellow 
of  Harvard  College  and  Speaker  of  the  Provincial  Assembly, 
Sampson  Sheafe,  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  New 
■Hampshire,  and  others  of  no  less  note. 

PERAMBULATION    AND    SURVEY. 

The  Spring  next  after  its  incorporation,  Dunstable  was  per- 
ambulated and  the  Boundaries  of  the  town  established  and 
marked  by  Jonathan  Danforth  of  Billerica,  who  had  laid  off  the 
grant  to  the  Boston  Artillery  Company  the  fall  previous,  the 
towns  of  Chelmsford  and  Groton  six  years  before,  and  who  is 
spoken  of  in  Mr.  Farmer's  biographical  notice  of  him  as  one  of 
the  most  eminent  surveyors  of  his  time.  In  an  elegy  written 
in  memory  of  Mr.  Danforth,  it  is  said  of  him  :  ' 

"  He  rode  the  circuit ;  chained  great  towns  and  farms 
To  good  behavior  ;  and  by  well  marked  stations 
He  fixed  their  bounds  for  many  generations." 
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NAME,    ETC. 

The  name  Dunstable  is  said  to  have  been  given  to  the  new 
town  in  coinpliment  to  Madam  Mary  Tyng,  wife  of  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Tyng,  and  mother  of  Jonathan  Tyng,  one  of  the  grantees 
in  the  charter,  jNIadam  Tyng  having  come  from  a  cit\'  of  the  same 
name  in  Bedfordshire,  in  the  southerly  part  of  England.  This 
charter  of  Dunstable  is  older  b}'  near  sixty  j'ears  than  that  of 
&uy  town  in  New  Hampshire  west  of  the  Merrimack,  that  of 
Rumford,  now  Concord,  incorporated  in  1733,  being  among  the 
next  oldest.  , 

COMPACT    OF    THE    GRANTEES. 

Before  taking  possession  or  making  any  division  of  their  am- 
ple domains,  the  grantees  following  the  prudent  example  of  the 
Pilgrims  of  the  Mayflower,  entered  into  a  social  written  com- 
pact regulating  their  future  polity  in  respect  to  the  disposition 
and  settlement  of  the  town.  In  this  compact,  among  other 
matters,  it  was  agreed  that  each  accepted  settler,  as  a  personal 
right  should  have  a  "  house  lott"  of  ten  acres,  one  acre  to  be 
added  to  the  ten  for  each  £20  of  estate,  but  no  "  house  lott "  to 
exceed  thirty  acres  ;  and  all  after  divisions  of  the  common  land 
to  be  apportioned  according  to  house  lots. 

These  lots  were  to  be  laid  out  in  the  same  neighborhood  and 
adjoining  each  other,  for  convenience  of  defence  in  case  of  hos- 
tile attack.  "If  an}'  settler  should  fail  to  pay  his  dues  or 
taxes,  his  lot  to  be  seized  by  the  town  and  held  till  pa^'ment." 
"  To  the  end  that  they  might  live  in  peace  and  love  with  each 
other,  every  settler  was  to  fence  his  garden,  orchard  and  corn- 
field with  a  sufficient  fence,  four  rails  in  height ;  and  all  land 
not  fenced  was  to  be  free  and  common  to  all  the  cattle  of  the 
proprietors." 

HOrSE    LOTS    LAID    OFF    AN'D    SETTLEMENT    BEGUN. 

These  house  lots  said  to  have  been  about  eight}-  in  all,  were 
laid  out  not  long  afterwards,  contiguous  to  each  other,  beginning 
at  the  "Neck,"  so  called,  near  the  mouth  of  Salmon  Brook,  and 
extending  southerly  along  that  brook,  the  Merrimack  river  and 
the  main  road  in  the  direction  towards  the  ancient  burial  gi-ound 
near  the  present  state  line.     Near  b}',  and  not  far  from  the  site 
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of  the  old  sclioolrhouse  in  the  present  Harbor  School  District, 
the  first  fort  or  garrison  was  built,  to  which  the  settlers  could 
retire  in  case  of  danger. 

It  is  very  evident  that  settlements  had  been  begun  on  these 
house  lots  as  early  as  the  spring  of  1074,  as  we  find  on  the  town 
records,  that  on  the  11th  of  Ma}'  of  that  3'ear,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  "Farmers,"  "  Proprietors"  under  the  charter,  and  "town- 
ship men"  or  new  settlers,  it  was  "voted  that  the  first  meeting- 
house should  be  built  between  Salmon  Brook  and  the  house  of 
Lieutenant  Wheeler  as  convenient  as-  may  be  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  both." 

Thus  was  begun,  in  the -wilderness,  two  hundred  j'cars  ago, 
the  infant  settlement  at  Salmon  Brook.  For  sixt}-  years  after- 
wards, it  stood  there  solitary'  and  alone,  no  town  north  of  it 
this  side  of  Canada ;  none  east  of  it  in  New  Hampshire  to  the 
west  of  Exeter — fifty  miles ;  none  to  the  south-east,  south  or 
south-west,  neai'er  than  Chelmsford,-  Groton  and  Lancaster,  at 
the  respective  distances  of  fourteen,  fifteen  and  twentj'-five 
miles. 

KING  Philip's  war. 

The  next  year,  in  the  summer  of  1675,  the  bloody  war  begun 
by  the  craft}'  and  cruel  King  Philip  for  the  extermination  of 
the  English,  broke  upon  the  New  England  Colonies.  The  new 
towns  of  Lancaster,  Groton  and  Chelmsford  were  attacked  and 
burnt,  their  inhabitants  murdered,  carried  into  captivity  or 
driven  from  their  houses.  With  the  exception  of  the  brave 
Jonathan  Tyng,  every  settler  at  Dunstable  fled.  Tyng  alone 
refused  to  leave,  and  fortifying  his  house  he  resolved  to  defend 
it  to  the  last.  He  petitioned  to  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  a  little  "guard  of  three  or  four  men,"  saying  in 
his  petition  "  that  he  was  living  in  the  uppermost  house  on  the 
Merrimack,  lying  open  to  the  enemy,  but  so  seated  as  to  be,  as 
it  were,  a  watch-house  for  the  neighboring  towns."  The  peti- 
tion was  granted,  and  with  this  little  Spartan  band,  Tyng 
stoutly  defended  his  rude  castle  and  held  the  town  till  the  end 
of  the  war. 

Jonathan  Tyng  thus  nobly  and  gallantly  earned  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  permanent  settler  of  Dunstable,  and  of  all  that 
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part  of  New  Hampshire  west  of  the  Merrimack,  and  of  having 
his  name  perpetuated  by  a  grateful  posterity  in  that  of  the 
town  of  Tyngsboroiigh. 

In  1678,  Peace  came  again  ;  the  fugitive  settlers  at  Salmon 
Brook,  or  such  of  thein  as  had  survived  the  war,  were  at  lib- 
erty to  return,  and  the  same  year  it  is  said,  the  first  meeting 
house  was  built.  At  one  of  their  town  meetings,  about  this 
time,  it  was  "  voted  that  the  number  of  settlers  might  l)e  in- 
creased but  not  so  as  to  exceed  eighty  families"  in  all.  In 
1679,  the  plantation  was  at  last  ''finished  out"  by  the  "  pro- 
curing and  maintaining"  the  Rev.  Thomas  Weld  as  their  first 
"learned  and  orthodox  minister  amongst  them."  Under  the 
ministration  of  ]Mr.  Weld,  the  settlement  so  increased  and  pros- 
pered that  in  1685  it  became  necessary  to  build  a  larger  meet- 
ing house,  "  about  the  size  of  the  one  at  Groton,"  as  the  town 
records  have  it. 

BIRTHS,    MARRIAGES    AXD    DEATHS. 

In  the  ancient  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  we 
find  under  the  quaint  heading  of  "  Lambs  born  in  Dunstable," 
that  the  first  recorded  birth  was  that  of  William,  son  of  Jona- 
than and  Mary  Tyng,  April  '22,  1679.  The  first  marriage  that 
of  John  LoUendine,  the  Michael  Angelo  of  the  first  meeting 
house,  and  the  architect  of  the  first  bridge  across  Salmon  Brook, 
Aug.  2,  1680.  The  first  recorded  death  that  of  the  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Tyng,  Dec.  22,  1681,  aged  81. 

KING  William's  war. 
After  an  unquiet  peace  for  about  ten  years,  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  known  in  history  as  "King  William's,"  was  signalized 
in  New  England  by  the  treacherous  and  horrible  murder  of 
Major  Waldron  and  twenty-two  other  inhabitants  of  Dover  by 
the  Penacook  and  Eastern  Indians,  and  the  carrying  off  a  still 
larger  number  as  captives  to  Canada.  The  same  party  of  sav- 
ages had  planned  an  attack  at  the  same  time  upon  Dunstable, 
but  its  execution  was  prevented  by  a  timeh'  discovery  of  the 
plot.  Two  companies  of  mounted  scouts  of  twcntj'  men  each, 
afterwards  reinforced  by  fifty,  were  promptly  detailed  to  patrol 
the  woods  from  Lancaster  to  Dunstable.  But  these  precau- 
tions did  not  save  the  settlement  at  Salmon  Brook  from  attack 
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and  massacre.  The  town  records  tell  in  graphic  words,  said 
to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  ]Mr.  Weld,  their  first  minister,  the 
sad  tale  of  two  of  these  attacks. 

Anno  Domini  1691 
Benjamin  Hassell  Senior 
Anna  Hassell  his  wife 
Benjamin  Hassell,  their  son, 
Mary  Marks,  Daughter  of 


Patrick  Marks 


Were  slain  by  our 
Indian  Enemies 
Sept.  2  in  the  Eve- 
ning. 


^,    J.  ,    T,  ,    )  Died  by  the  hand  of  our  In- 

Obad.ah  Perry  and      ^.^^  j^^^^^j^^  ^ 

Christopher  Perry  J  j^  the  morning. 
There  were  at  this  time  in  the  settlement  at  Salmon  Brook, 
four  garrison  houses,  two  of  them  having  four  soldiers  each, 
one  six  and  another  seven.  Such  garrison  houses,  as  described 
by  Dr.  Belknap,  were  surrounded  with  walls  of  timber  built  up 
to  the  eaves,  with  the  gates  as  well  as  the  house  doors  secured 
by  iron  bolts  and  bars.  So  much  had  the  settlement  been  re- 
duced by  this  war  that  in  1696  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  had 
fled,  and  in  1699  there  were  but  twenty  heads  of  families  to 
contribute  to  the  minister's  wood  rate.  ,  This  war  lasted  ten 
years.  Cotton  Mather,  who  wrote  its  history,  calls  them  "  De- 
cennium  Luctuosum" — the  decade  of  sorrows. 

QUEEN   ANNe's    WAR. 

In  the  year  1703,  after  a  short  truce,  the  war  known  as 
Queen  Anne's,  broke  upon  the  colonies,  and  also  lasted  ten 
years.  The  scholarl}-  Penhallow,  who,  as  a  member  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Council,  was  an  actor  in  them,  and  who  wrote 
the  history  of  the  Indian  wars,  from  1703  to  1726,  inscribes  the 
title-page  of  his  book  with  the  sad,  classic  words  : — 

"  Nescio  tu  quibus  es.  Lector,  lecturus  ocellis 
Hoc  scio,  quod  siccis,  scribere  non  potui." 

(With  what  eyes,  O  reader,  you  will  read  this  tale, 
I  know  not, 

This  I  do  know,  mine  were  not  dry  when  writing  it.) 

The  Eastern  and  Canadian  Indians  again  took  part  with  the 
French,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  more  than  two  hun- 
dred settlers  along  our  northern  frontier  were  killed  or  captured 
and  taken  to  Canada.  "  Terror  ubique  tremor,"  saj's  Penhal- 
low— "fear  and  trembling  everj'where." 

In  this  war,  the  General  Court,  in  retaliation  of  the  example 
of  the  government  of  Canada,  otfered  a  bounty  of  £40  each  for 


12  HISTORICAL    ADDKF.SS. 


Indian  scalps.  Capt.  John  Tyng,  of  Dunstable,  was  the  first 
to  avail  himself  of  this  griin  bounty,  and  went  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  sa3-s  the  historian,  to  the  Indian  head-quarters  and  got 
five,  for  which  he  was  paid  £200.  Karly  in  the  war  the  garri- 
son honsc  of  Robert  Tarris,  in  the  south  part  of  the  settlement, 
was  attacked,  and  himself,  wife  and  one  daughter  killed. 

In  170G,  the  Weld  Garrison,  so  called,  then  occupied  by 
twenty  troopers,  was  surprised  by  the  savages,  and  one-half  of 
the  soldiers  killed.  The  same  party -murdered  six  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town.  The  story  of  this  last  massacre  is  thus 
told  in  the  town  records  : — 

Nathan  Dlanchard  "j 

Lydia  Blanchard  his  wife  I   Dyed  July 

Susannah  Blanchard  his  fiTiwht-Ar  ^      i       J    ^ 

Mrs.  Hannah  Blanchard 


Susannah  Blanchard  his  daughter  \       1706  at 

Mrs.  Hannah  Blanchard  n'icht    ' 

Goody  Cumings  wife  of  John  Cumings    J       ° 


Rachel  Galusha,  Dyed  July  3,  1706. 
At  this  time,  including  a  block-house  built  by  the  govern- 
ment, there  were  seven  garrison  houses  in  the  settlement,  each 
having  one  or  more  soldiers,  the  town  being  still  a  "  Watck- 
house"  for  the  interior  settlements. 

lovewell's  war.  '  * 

In  1713  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  put  an  end  to  Queen  Anne's 
War.  A  treacherou^s  peace  followed,  till  1722,  when  the  war 
was  renewed.  Dunstable,  still  on  the  extreme  frontier,  was 
attacked,  two  of  her  citizens  captured  and  carried  to  Canada 
by  a  party  of  the  enera}-.  The  savages  were  pursued  by  soldiers 
from  the  town,  who  were  ambushed,  eight  of  them  slaughtered, 
and  all  buried  in  the  same  grave. 

The  following  epitaph' in  the  ancient  burial  ground  "spelt  by 
the  unlettered  Muse,"  tells  the  bloody  tale. 

MEMENTO    MORI. 
/         ,  Here  lies  the  body  of  Thomas  Lund  who  departed 

•"  •"  '  this  life  Sept  24,  1724,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age. 

This  man,  with  seven  more  that  lies  in  this  grave, 
Was  all  slew  in  a  day  by  the  Indians. 
In  the  month  of  November  after  this  slaughter,  the  '-worthy 
Captain  Lovewell"  and  his  company  of  fearless  and  hardy  men 
volunteered  to  "range  the  woods  full  wide"  and  fight  the  In- 
dians for  a  year.     I  need  not  to  this  audience  repeat  the  story 
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of  the  first,  the  second,  or  the  last  expedition  of  this  band  of 
daring  backwoodsmen. 

"What  time  the  noble  Lovewell  came 

With  fifty  men  from  Dunstable 
The  cruel  Pequot  tribe  to  tame 
With  arms  and  bloodshed  terrible, 

all  familiar  to  us  from  our  childhood  as  household  words.  From 
that  day  to  our  own,  in  our  sober  histories,  in  works  of  fiction, 
in  oral  tradition,  in  our  most  popular  New  England  ballads, 
the  names  of  "worthy  Captain  Lovewell"  and  Dunstable,  have 
been  joined  together,  as  it  were,  in  holy  wedlock,  never  to  be 
put  asunder.  Of  the  seventy  savages  in  the  desperate  conflict 
at  Pequacket,  according  to  Penhallow  forty  were  killed  on  the 
field  and  eighteen  mortally  wounded.  Of  the  thirty-four  men 
of  Lovewell's  company,  in  the  battle  fifteen  were  killed,  includ- 
ing all  the  officers,  besides  many  wounded.  Well  and  worthily 
has  a  New  Hampshire  bard,  upon  visiting  the  battle-field  one 
hundred  years  afterwards,  sung  of  them 

"Ah  !  Where  are  the  soldiers  that  fought  here  of  yore  ! 
The  sod  is  upon  them,  they'll  struggle  no  more, 

The  hatchet  is  fallen— the  red  man  is  low, 
But  near  him  reposes  the  arm  of  his  foe. 

The  names  of  the  fallen  the  traveller  leaves 

Cut  out  with  his  knife  on  the  bark  of  the  trees. 
But  little  avail  his  afiectionate  arts, 

For  the  names  of  the  fallen  are  graved  on  our  hearts. 

Sleep,  soldiers  of  merit !  Sleep,  gallants  of  yore 

The  hatchet  has  fallen,  the  struggle  is  o'er, 
While  the  fir  tree  is  green  or  the  wind  rolls  a  wave 

The  teardrop  shall  brighten  the  turf  of  the  brave." 

Though  the  combatants  were  so  few,  and  this  bloody  conflict 
apparently  a  drawn  battle  (neither  party  being  in  a  condition 
to  pursue  the  other)  yet  so  far  as  related  to  New  England  it 
had  all  the  results  of  a  decisive  and  complete  victory.  It  was 
the  last  battle  of  the  war  ;  the  power  of  the  hostile  savages  was 
forever  broken,  and  such  of  them  as  were  left,  gradually  with- 
drew from  their  ancient  haunts  and  hunting-grounds  in  New 
England  to  the  French  settlements  in  Canada.  Peace  followed 
the  ensuing  winter,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  the  little 
settlement  at  Salmon  Brook,  so  persistently  and  bravely  de- 
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fended  for  the  preceding  fift}'  j'ears,  has  never  been  invaded  by 
a  hostile  savage.  From  the  breaking  out  of  King  William's 
War  to  the  making  of  this  peace  was  a  period  of  thirt\'-seven 
years,  twenty-three  of  this  savage  warfare,  and  but  fourteen  of 
treacherous,  uncertain  peace.  During  all  these  sad  years  the 
settlers  in  our  ancient  town,  feeble  and  few  in  numbers,  but 
always  trusting  in  God,  and  literally  "keeping  their  powder 
dry,"  were  yet  ever  firm  and  defiant.  Living  for  the  most  part 
in  garrisons — felling  the  forests  and  planting  their  fields  with 
their  arms  ready  at  hand — listening  to  the  sermon  on  Sundaj' 
with  their  loaded  muskets  by  their  seats,  or  stacked  at  the  meet- 
ing house  door — their  bravest  men  waj'laid  and  slaughtered — 
their  wives  and  children  massacred  in  their  houses,  or  hurried 
off  to  a  captivity  often  worse  than  death — they  maintained  this 
out-post  of  our  modern  Christian  civilization  to  the  bitter  end. 

When  Tve  turn  our  eyes  backward  to  the  bloody  scenes,  to  the 
terrors  and  sorrows  of  the  past,  and  contrast  those  scenes  and 
those  sorrows  with  the  peace  and  blessings  of  the  present,  and 
call  to  mind  to  what  extent  this  quiet  and  these  blessings  are 
due  to  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Dun- 
stable, what  heart  not  palsied,  can  fail  to  throb  with  emotions 
of  gratitude  to  our  common  Father  for  so  worthy  an  ancestry. 

It  would  be  forgetfulness  of  a  duty  we  owe  alike  to  ourselves, 
to  those  who  shall  come  after  us  when  we  are  gone,  to  the  insti- 
tutions civil  and  religious  they  did  so  much  to  establish,  and  to 
our  common  humanity,  should  we  neglect  so  far  as  in  us  lies  to 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  their  worthy  and  noble  deeds. 

POPULATION". 

The  population  of  Dunstable  at  this  period,  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Fox,  was  as  follows : 

1680,  30  families,  or  about  120  inhabitants. 
1701,  25        "  "       "       ic»  " 

171 1,  13        "  "       "        S6 

1730.  50        "  "       "      250 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  RETURN  OF  PEACE. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  both  the  town  of  Dunstable  and 
all  the  country'  round,  begun  to  experience  a  degree  of  pros- 
perity never  enjo^'ed  before,  and  settlements  were  soon  extend- 
ed north  and  west  of  the  Nashua,  and  east  of  the  Merrimack. 
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As  we  have  alread}*  seen,  no  town  before  that  time  had  been 
chartered  north  or  west  of  Dunstable,  in  what  is  now  New 
Hampshire,  for  the  preceding  fifty  years.  But  such  was  the 
benign  influence  of  peace,  tliat  within  sixteen  j'ears  after  "  Love- 
well's  Figlit"  twent3'-eight  towns,  now  in  New  Hampshire,  had 
"been  chartered  or  granted  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  more  or  less  settled,  extending  north  on  the  ^Nlerri- 
mack,  to  Stevenstown  (now  Franklin  and  Salisbur\')  about 
sixty  miles,  and  on  the  Connecticut  to  Number  4,  now  Charles- 
town,  near  seventy  miles. 

FIRST    DISMEMBERMENTS    OF    DUNSTABLE. 

About  this  period,  or  a  little  before,  began  the  legislative 
dismemberments  and  mutilations  of  the  body  politic  of  the 
town  of  Dunstable — afterwards  co'ntinued  with  more  or  less 
frequency  for  near  a  centur}' — a  treatment  little  less  unkind 
and  cruel  in  its  way  than  that  sulfered  by  the  earh'  settlers 
from  the  savages.  The  first  of  these  excisions  was  in  the  3'ear 
1722  when  its  north-east  extremity  was  cut  off,  to  fill  up  a  cor- 
ner of  the  Town  of  Londonderry.  The  next,  in  1731,  when  a 
thill  slice  of  it  of  about  eighty  acres,  not  enough  to  weaken  the 
muscle,  or  even  to  draw  blood,  was  taken  from  near  its  south- 
west corner  to  piece  out  a  side  of  Townseud. 

In  the  year  1732,  all  the  remainder  of  the  old  town  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Merrimack,  extending  from  the  north  line  of 
Litchfield  to  Chelmsford,  was  incorporated  into  a  new  town 
then  called  Nottingham, 

In  the  year  1734,  the  north  part  of  the  then  new  town  of 
Nottingham,  and  a  part  of  the  present  town  of  Merrimack, 
south  of  the  Souhegau,  at  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the 
Merrimack,  were  incorporated  into  a  town  then  and  still  called 
Litchfield. 

Both  of  these  towns  being  incorporated  by  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts,  were  required  within  three  years  from  the 
date  of  their  respective  charters  to  be  "finished  out"  b}' pro- 
curing and  "settling  in  each  of  them  a  learned  and  orthodox 
minister  of  good  conversation,  and  making  effectual  provision 
for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  support." 
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In  1739  that  part  of  Dunstable  lying  west  of  the  present  east 
line  of  Ilollis  and  the  Nashua  river  was  incorporated  as  a  parish, 
known  b}'  the  name  of  the  West  Parish  of  Dunstable.  This 
charter  of  West  Dunstable,  as  also  that  of  Nottingham,  author- 
ized the  assessment  of  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  upon  all  lands 
of  non-resident  "owners,  within  their  chartered  limits  for  the 
space  of  five  years  for  the  building  of  a  meeting  house  and  the 
support  of  the  ministry.  The  incorporation  of  West  Dunstable 
was  the  last  legislative  act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts afiecting  that  part  of  the  old  town  now  in  New  Hampshire. 

SETTLEMENT.  OF    THE    XEW    PROVIXCE    LINES. 

For  a  long  time  prior  to  the  3'ear  1739  the  boundary  line  be- 
betweeu  the  provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts 
had  been  the  subject  of  protracted  and  acrimonious  controversy. 
About  seventy  years  before.  Governor  Endicott  of  Massachu- 
setts had  caused  a  monument  to  be  fixed  tluee  miles  northward 
of  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  forming  the  Merrimack  in  the 
present  county  of  Belknap,  and  Massachusetts  claimed  all  the 
territory  in  the  present  state  of  New  Hampshire  south  of  an  east 
and  west  line  passing  through  that  point,  and  also  all  within 
three  miles  both  east  and  north  of  the  ^lerrimack. 

On  the  other  hand  New  Hampshire  claimed  all  the  territory 
lying  north  of  a  line  running  due  cast  and  west  through  a 
point,  within  three  miles  of  the  Merrimack,  on  its  north  side 
near  its  mouth.  At  last  a  royal  commission  was  appointed  to 
settle  this  controversy,  which  met  for  the  purpose  at  Hampton 
Falls,  in  this  State,  in  the  year  1737,  the  General  Courts  of 
each  province  attending  the  sittings  of  this  commission.  The 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  his  coach,  and  the  members  of 
the  General  Court  of  that  province  mounted  on  horseback, 
formed  themselves  into  a  procession  at  Boston  and  marched  in 
state  to  Hampton  Falls,  to  be  present  at  the  sessions  of  this  tri- 
bunal. A  description  of  this  cavalacade  has  come  down  to  us, 
as  told  by  a  wit  of  the  time  to  a  son  of  the  Emerald  Isle  in  the 
following  pasquinade,  which  I  present  as  illustrating  the  cus- 
toms of  the  colonial  governments  under  .the  roval  charters  : — 
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"Dear  Paddy,  you  ne'er  did  behold  such  a  sight 

As  yesterday  morning  was  seen  befcjre  night. 

You  in  all  your  horn  days  saw  nor  I  didn't  neither, 

So  many  fine  horses  and  men  ride  together, 

At  the  head^  the  lovver  house  trotted  two  in  a  row, 

Then  all  the  higher  house  pranced  after  the  low, 

Then  the  Governor's  coach  galloped  on  like  the  wind. 

And  the  last  that  came  foremost  were  the  troopers  behind. 

But  I  fear  it  means  no  good  to  your  neck  or  mine. 

For  they  say  'tis  to  fix  a  right  place  for  the  Line." 

The  commission  at  Hampton  Falls  did  not  agree,  and  the 
question  was  reserved  for  the  King  in  Council.  A  decision  was 
finall}'  made  in  the  year  1740  fixing  the  Province  line  where  the 
State  line  now  is.  This  decision  took  from  the  Massachusetts 
claim,  and  gave  to  New  Hampshire,  not  onl}'  all  the  disputed 
tract,  but  also  a  tract  of  territory  south  of  that  in  controversy, 
fourteen  miles  in  width  and  extending  from  the  Merrimack 
River  to  the  Connecticut,  which  New  Hampshire  had  not  before 
claimed,  embracing  all  that  part  of  old  Dunstable,  north  of  the 
present  State  line. 

This  was  for  Dunstable  "the  most  unkindest  cut  of  all," 
being  for  the  old  town  almost  as  troublesome,  not  to  say  fatal, 
a  "place  for  the  line"  as  his  neck  could  have  been  for  the 
Padd}',  cutting  the  body  politic  asunder  from  side  to  side 
through  its  most  tender  and  vital  parts,  hard  by  the  ancient 
meeting-house  and  burial  ground.  This  new  line  was  run  in 
1741,  leaving  in  Massachusetts  that  part  of  the  old  town  now 
in  Tyugsborough  and 'Dunstable  in  that  State,  and  a  narrow 
gore  from  the  old  parish  of  West  Dunstable,  now  in  Pepperell, 
and  severing  from  Groton  a  small  triangular  tract  now  in  the 
south  part  of  Nashua  along  the  State  line. 

EFFECTS    OF   THE    DECISION. 

This  decision  came  upon  the  settlers  in  Dunstable,  north  of 
the  new  line,  with  mingled  surprise  and  consternation.  Dun- 
stable was  eminentl}'  and  wholly  a  Massacluisetts  settlement. 
The  settlers  were  nearly  all  from  the  neighboring  towns  in  that 
Province,  with  whose  people  they  were  connected  in  sj'uipathy, 
in  business,  and  by  the  ties  of  marriage  and  blood.  Their  town 
and  parish  charters,  and  the  titles  to  their  lands  and  improve- 
ments, were  all  Massachusetts  grants,  and  their  whole  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  organizations  under  Massachusetts  laws.      This 
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decision  of  the  King  in  Council  left  them  wholly  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  Province,  and  in  legal  effect  made  all  their 
charters,  the  titles  to  all  their  lands  and  improvements,  and  all 
statute  laws  regulating  their  civil  and  church  polity  wholl}' 
void.  This  decision  of  the  King  was  final  and  there  was  no 
appeal.  Though  disappointed,  embarrassed  and  indignant, 
there  was  no  alternative  but  submission. 

Fortunately  for  them,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  afterwards 
a  compromise  was  effected  with  the  adverse  claimants  of  their 
lands  and  improvements,  and  their  titles  and  possessions  qui- 
eted, and  they  gradually  became  more  reconciled  to  the  change 
of  their  allegiance. 

FIRST    DOIXGS    OF    THE    NEW    HAMPSHIRE    GENERAL    COURT. 

Soon  after  the  "fixing"  of  the  new  line  the  legislative  knife 
was  again  put  in  motion,  and  now  b}'  the  General  Court  of  2sew 
Hampshire.  And,  first,  in  the  spring  of  1742,  the  next  year 
after  the  new  line  was  run,  the  towns  of  Nottingham  and  Litch- 
field, with  bounds  as  fixed  by  Massachusetts,  and  all  the  res- 
idue of  the  old  town  of  Dunstable,  were  organized  into  three 
separate  districts,  so  called,  by  the  respective  names  of  Not- 
tingham, Litchfield  and  Dunstable,  for  the  sole  purpose  (as 
appears  from  the  law)  of  collecting  province  taxes.  The  only 
officers  of  these  tax  districts  were  assessors,  collectors  of  taxes 
and  clerks,  all  first  elected  in  the  several  districts  in  the  Spring 
of  1742.  The  law  gave  to  these  districts  no  ecclesiastical 
powers  and  no  civil  authority,  other  than  for  the  collection  of 
Province  taxes.  This  organization  into  tax  districts  lasted  till 
the  spring  of  1746,  In  the  spring  of  1742  the  following  named 
persons  were  elected  to  these  several  oflices : 

NOTTINGHAM. 


Capt.  Henry  Baldwin,  1  Henry  Baldwin,  ClerL 

Zaccheus  Lovewel),      >  Assessors. 

John  Snow,  )  Thomas  Page,  Collector. 


LITCHFIELD. 


Samuel  Cochran,  )         Jacob  Hildreth,  Clerk. 

John  Usher,  >  Assessors, 

Jacob  Hildreth,    )  Alexander  Caldwell,  Collector. 
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DUNSTABLE. 

Thomas  Ilarwood,  "1  Abraham  Taylor,  Clerk. 

Jonathan  Lovewell,  I  Assessors. 

Abraham  Taylor,  f  Enoch  Hunt,        (.  r  ii     » 

Samuel  Cumings,  J  Henry  Parker,     J  ^''■'llectors. 

INCORPORATION    OF    TOWNS    IN    NEW    DAMPSHIRE. 

Near  the  first  of  April,  1746,  all  that  part  of  ohl  Dunstable 
left  in  New  Ilaiupsliire,  west  of  the  Merrimack,  was  divided  by 
the  Governor  and  Council  into  four  towns,  with  the  chartered 
names  of  Dunstable,  Merrimack,  Holies  and  Monson.  The 
charters  of  Dunstable  and  Monson  bore  date  April  1  ;  that  of 
Merrimack  on  the  2d,  and  of  Holies  (noiu  H<jllis)  on  the  3d  of 
that  month.  Dunstable  embraced  the  southeast  part  of  this 
territor}',  beginning  at  the  Merrimack,  and  running  west  on  the 
nevV-  province  line  to  the  Nashua ;  its  west  boundar}'  being  the 
Naphua  river,  Flint's  brook  and  pond,  Mudd)'  brook  and  Pen- 
nichuck  pond  ;  its  northern,  Pennichuck  brook  ;  its  eastern,  the 
Merrimack  river. 

The  town  of  Merrimack  was  in  the  northeast  part,  having  the 
Souhegan  river  on  the  north,  the  Merrimack  on  the  east ;  and 
Pennichuck  brook  and  pond  on  the  south  and  west.  On  the  5th 
of  June,  1750,  that  part  of  Merrimack  north  of  the  Souhegan 
river  was  annexed  to  the  town  as  fi^rst  incorporated,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  charter. 

Hollis  was  in  the  southwest  quarter,  beginning  at  the  Nashua 
river  on  the  new  province  line,  and  running  west  on  that  line 
six  miles  and  ninety-six  rods  to  the  west  line  of  ancient  Dun- 
stable ;  thence  north  on  that  line  four  miles  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  rods  ;  thence  east  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  new  pro- 
vince line  to  the  west  line  of  the  new  town  of  Dunstable  ;  thence 
south  on  the  new  Dunstable  line  to  its  southeast  corner. 

Monson  was  in  the  northwest  quarter,  containing  about  an 
equal  area  with  Hollis,  bounded  north  by  the  Souhegan,  east 
by  Merrimack  and  new  Dunstable,  south  by  Hollis,  and  west 
b}-  the  west  line  of  the  ancient  town. 

Nottingham  West,  now  Hudson,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mer- 
rimack as  first  cliartered,  being  wholly  within  ancient  Dunstable, 
and  Pelham  embracing  its  extreme  eastern  part,  were  also  in- 
corporated as  towns  in  1746.     Litchfield  taken  wholly  from  the 
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old  town  on  the  east  side  of  the  Merrriraack,  was  chartered  as 
a  town  in  1749. 

All  of  these  New  Ilarnpsliire  town  charters,  unlike  those 
granted  by  Massachusetts, were  wholh"  silent  in  res]>ect  to  the 
settlement  and  maintenance  of  "able  learned  and  orthodox 
ministers  and  the  building  of  meeting-houses." 

Benning  AVentworlh  at  that  time  the  royal  governor  of  New- 
Hampshire,  was  an  Episcopalian,  a  zealous  adherent  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  may  be  well  supposed  to  have  had  lit- 
tle sympatliy  witli  the  current  orthodox}'  of  the  times,  as  taught 
in  the  Cambridge  Platform  and  Assembly's  Catechism. 

Instead  of  the  like  conditions,  as  in  the  Massachusetts  char- 
ters in  respect  to  orthodox  ministers  and  meeting-houses,  Gov- 
ernor "VVentworth,  in  these  New  Hampshire  charters,  expressly- 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Ro3'al  Navy  all  suitable  white  pine  trees 
then  growing,  or  which  should  afterwards  grow  in  these  towns, 
thus  giving  for  the  building  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  all 
such  trees  as  were  most  commonh'  used  in  the  building  of 
meeting-houses. 

By  a  Province  law  of  New  Hampshire,  passed  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  a  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  town 
had  the  right  to  choose  a  minister  for  the  town,  and  to  agree 
with  him  for  his  salary  ;  and  if  the  niinister  so  chosen  was  the 
choice  of  a  majoritv  of  the  freeliolders,  the  people  of  the  town 
were  bound  for  his  support,  Avhether  freeholders  or  not,  it  mak- 
ing no  difference  ^Yhcther  the  minister  so  elected  was  a  Calvin- 
ist,  Episcopalian,  Presbj-terian,  Baptist  or  New  Light,  or 

"  Light  that  shines  when  few  are  nigh, 
For  spiritual  trades  to  cozen  by." 

In  Massachusetts,  as  we  have  seen,  no  minister  answered  the 
law  unless  "  able,  learned  and  orthodox,"  and  of  "good  con- 
versation." 

We  will  now  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  fate  of  that  part  of 
ancient  Dunstable  left  on  the  south  side  of  the  new  Province 
line. 

In  the  year  1753,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  incor- 
porated the  north  part  of  Groton,  west  of  the  Nashua  river  into 
a  town  by  the  name  of  Pepperell,  including  in  Pepperell  the 
narrow  gore  of  land  cut  off  b}'  the  new  province  line  from  the 


UISTOniCAL    ADDKESS.  21 


•west  parish  of  Dunstable.  The  residue  of  old  Dunstable  south 
of  the  new  line  coiitinued  to  be  a  town,  known  as  "Brattle's 
End"  or  "  Massachusetts"  Dunstable. 

In  1793,  the  north-east  part  of  Groton  l^'iug  east  of  the 
Nashua  river,  south  of  the  province  line,  and  west  of  Massapoa^ 
pond  was  annexed  to  Duustablo,  a  tract  of  territory-,  as  is  be- 
lieved, comprising  nearly  one-half  the  present  area  of  that 
town.  In  1793  the  town  of  Massachusetts  Dunstable  was  di- 
vided, and  the  town  of  Tyugsborough  iucorporated  from  the 
€ast  part  of  it. 

ONE    PINE    HILL. 

The  boundaries  fixed  in  the  charters  for  the  several  towns  in 
New  Hampshire  on  the  Avest  side  of  the  Merrimack  -were  not 
satisfactory  to  a  very  large  part  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  soon  be- 
came the  subject  of  persistent  and  angry  litigation.  The  parish 
of  West  Dunstable  had  embraced  the  whole  of  the  towns  of 
Hollis  and  Monson,  and  also  a  considerable  and  thrifty  settle- 
ment on  the  east  side  of  the  parisli,  known  for  many  j-ears  as 
"  One  Pine  Hill,"  now  as  "  Pine  Hill"  simply.  The  settlers 
within  the  old  parish  limits,  before  the  town  incorporations,  had 
built  a  meeting-house,  on  the  site  of  the  present  meeting-house 
at  Hollis,  and  at  the  date  of  the  town  charter  were  building  a 
second,  and  had  settled  a  popular  orthodox  minister  in  whom 
the}'  -were  all  well  united.  The  whole  settlement  at  One  Pine 
Hill  having  been  set  to  Dunstable  by  the  charter  of  that  town, 
embracing  a  large  number  of  the  worthy  members  of  the  church 
and  societ}'  in  Hollis,  among  whom  were  two  of  its  deacons, 
the  members  of  the  old  society,  much  to  their  inconvenience 
and  vexation,  found  themselves  in  the  three  different  towns  of 
Hollis,  Dunstable  and  Monson.  In  this  dilemma,  the  settlers 
at  One  Pine  Hill  at  first  petitioned  the  town  of  Dunstable  for 
its  consent  to  be  set  off  to  Hollis.  _  This  petition  was  denied. 
After  this  refusal  the  town  of  Hollis  united  with  the  settlers  at 
One  Pine  Hill  in  a  petition  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  the 
relief  denied  by  Dunstable.  The  people  of  Dunstable  opposed 
the  petition,  both  sides  emplo^-ed  counsel,  but  after  a  protracted 
litigation  this  petition  was  dismissed.  , 
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The  peoplcof  One  Pine  Hill  afterwards  offered  the  town  of  Dun- 
stable £1500  (O.T.)  in  money  for  its  consent  to  be  set  off  to  IIol- 
lis.  The  selectmen  of  Dunst:ible  called  a  town  meeting  to  con- 
sider this  offer — the  town  meeting  voted  not  to  sell  One  Pine  Hill 
at  that  price,  and  still  "refused  to  let  its  people  go."  At  last  a 
second  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court,  which  after  hav- 
ing been  long  and  stoutl}'  contested  on  both  sides,  was  finall}'  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Hollis  and  the  people  of  One  Pine  Hill.  Upon 
the  first  appeal  to  this  supreme  provincial  tribunal,  Col.  Joseph 
Blanchard  of  Dunstable  was  not  only  a  member  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council,  but  also  acted  as  attorney  for  Dunstable.  At  the 
second  trial  Col.  .John  Hale  of  Hollis  was  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  course  one  of  the  judges. 
What  influence  these  pregnant  facts  may  have  had  in  producing 
the  different  results  in  the  two  trials  is  left  to  us  of  the  present 
generation  to  indulge  the"  New  England  propensity  to  guess. 
Thus  ended  a  hard  contested  border  warfare  for  the  conquest 
of  One  Pine  Hill,  carried  on  for  seventeen  years,  a  period  much 
longer  than  the  siege  of  Troj^,  twice  as  long  as  our  own  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  still,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, no  Homer  has  sung  its  heroes, — no  Bancroft  penned  its 
history'.  At  the  close  of  the  contest,  in  17G3,  the  General 
Court  passed  an  act  setting  off  One  Pine  Hill,  with  its  people, 
to  Hollis,  establishing  the  town  line  where  it  now  is,  taking- 
from  Dunstable  and  giving  to  Hollis  a  tract  of  territory  nearlv 
three  miles  long  and  two  miles  wide,  and  peace  for  a  short  time 
again  reigned  between  the  belligerent  towns. 

MOKSON. 

The  tOTvn  of  Monson  had  a  corporate  existence  under  its 
charter  for  twenty-four  years.  For  that  period  it  held  its  tow;n 
meetings,  elected  its  ^Moderators,  Selectmen,  Tithingmen,  Hog- 
reeves,  Deer-keepers  and  other  town  oflicials,  but  I  am  pained 
to  say  that  I  can  find  no  evidence  that  it  ever  had  any  school, 
school-house,  or  meeting-house,  or  an}*  learned  Orthodox  min- 
ister, or  any  minister  not  Orthodox.  The  onh"  public  struc- 
ture belonging  to  the  town,  was  a  "  pound  "  built  for  the  con- 
finement of  disorderly  cattle- 
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It  appears,  both  from'its  own  and  the  ilollis  records,  that  its 
inhabitants,  "  of  a  sober  and  order! }•  conversation,"  were  in 
the  habit,  as  previous  to  the  town  charter,  of  attending  the 
meeting  at  IloUis,  and  paying  their  minister's  "  rates"  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry  tliere.  In  the  meanwhile  they  were 
not  wholl}'  forgetful  of  the  proprietj-  of  having  a  minister  and 
meeting-house  of  their  own,  and  the  town  meeting,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  appointed  a  committee  to  search  about  the 
centre  of  the  town  for  a  suitable  site  for  a  '■'■Meeting  House 
place."  But  after  repeated  examinations,  this  committee  gave 
up  the  search  in  despair,  and  in  the  year  1770,  the  people, 
abandoning  all  hope,  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  put  a 
final  end  to  their  unhapp}-  life,  by  a  repeal  of  their  charter, 
stating,  as  the  reason  for  it,  that  the  land  about  the  centre  of 
their  town  was  "  so  barren  and  broken  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for 
their  civil  and  religions  polity."  The  consent  of  Hollis  to  ac- 
cept the  south  half,  and  of  Amherst  the  north  half,  of  the  sup- 
pliant town,  having  been  first  obtained,  an  act  was  passed 
dividing  the  town  of  3Ionson  b}-  an  east  and  west  line,  ver}' 
nearly  in  the  middle,  annexing  the  north  half  to  Amherst  and 
the  south  to  Hollis.  In  this  manner,  in  response  to  its  own 
prayers,  the  old  town  voluntaril}-  parted  with  its  corporate  life 
and  has  been  effaced  for  a  century  from  the  map  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  all  memory  or  tradition  of  it  nearh'  lost  to  the 
present  generation. 

THE    MILE    SLIP,    RABT    AND    BROOKLIXE. 

In  the  years  17G2  and  1768,  respectively,  the  towns  of  Wil- . 
ton  and  Mason  were  chartered,  leaving  a  tract  of  unincorpo- 
rated land  about  one  mile  in  width,  between  the  east  line  of 
those  towns  and  the  west  line  of  Hollis  and  Monson,  known 
for  many  years  after  as  the  "Mile  Slip."  In  the  year  1769, 
the  settlers  then  living  on  the  "Mile  Slip,"  uniting  with  the 
inhabitants  in  the  west  part  of  Hollis,  petitioned  the  governor 
and  council  for  a  town  charter.  The  petition  was  granted,  and 
about  one-half  of  the  "Mile  Slip"  on  its  south  end,  and  a 
tract  of  land  from  the  west  part  of  Hollis,  about  one  and  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  wide,  were  chartered  as  a  town  b}'  the  name  of 
Kab}-.     In  1786,  another  tract  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
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wide  was  taken  from  TTollis  and  annexed  to  Raby ;  afterwards, 
in  1798,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  General 
Court,  the  name  of  the  town  of  Kaby  was  changed  to  Brook- 
line.     Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  about  two-tliirds  of  the  present 

town  of  Brookliue  was  included  in  ancient  Dunstable. 

\ 

SECOND    CHANGE    OF    BOUNDARY    BETWEEN    HOLLIS    AND    DUNSTA- 
BLE  NASHUA    RIVER    BRIDGE. 

For  some  years  prior  to  1773,  there  had  been  a  second  char- 
acteristic controversy  between  Hollis  and  Dunstable,  growing 
out  of  a  dispute  in  respect  to  the  building  and  support  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Nashua  river,  not  far  from  the  south-east 
corner  of  Ilollis,  at  the  sharp  bend  of  the  river  near  the  place 
since  known  as  "  Runnells'  Mills."  -This  bridge,  being  on 
their  main  road  to  market,"  was  indispeusable  to  the  people  of 
Hollis.  Being  much  less  needed  by  Dunstable,  the  people  of 
the  latter  town  tliough,  in  the  language' of  the  law,  ''often  re- 
quested," refused  to  pay  any  part  of  the  cost  of  erecting  or 
maintaining  it.  The  course  of  the  Nashua,  along  this  bend  of 
the  river,  being  between  the  two  towns,  the  people  of  Ilollis 
insisted  that  those  of  Dunstable,  equally  with  themselves,  were 
bound  to  aid  in  supporting  this  bridge,  and  menaced  that  town 
"both  with  suits  at  law,  and  also  with  an  appeal  to  the  General 
Court.  The  people  of  Dunstable  refusing  to  be  convinced  by 
this  sort  of  argument,  at  last  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  towns 
was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  questions  in  dispute.  This 
committee  finally  made  report  that  the  Nashua  river  was  not  in 
either  town,  that  the  lines  of  neither  town  crossed  it,  and  that 
consequently  neither  could  be  compelled  to  build  a  bridge 
across  it. 

But  this  Report  brought  no  relief  to  Hollis.  That  town  still 
needed  the  bridge,  and  now  threatened  to  appeal  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  an  act  to  remedy  the  shortcomings  of  the  law  of 
tlie  people  of  Dunstable  and  of  the  town  lines.  Fortunately 
for  the  quiet  of  the  two  towns,  it  so  happened  that  all  the  land 
on  the  Dunstable  side,  in  this  bend  of  tlie  river,  was  then  owned 
by  two  worthy,  sensible  farmers,  known  on  the  Hollis  records 
by  the  names  and  titles  of  Ensign  Ebenezer  Jaquith,  and  Ensign 
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Daniel  Merrill.  Both  of  these  men  chose  to  live  in  Ilollis, 
where  thc}-  could  liave  an  acceptable  minister  and  good  preach- 
ing, rather  than  in  Dunstable,  wiiere,  in  those  times,  the}'  were 
not  sure  to  have  a  minister  of  any  sort.  Messrs.  Jaquith  and 
Merrill  accordingly  proposed  to  the  belligerent  towns,  that 
themselves  and  farms,  in  all  about  five  hundred  acres,  should 
be  set  to  Ilollis.  After  some  further  sharp  diplomacy  these 
terms  of  peace  were  accepted  by  both  sides,  and  by  the  consent 
of  all  parties,  in  the  j-car  1773,  an  act  was  passed  b}'  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  accordance  with  this  compromise,  and  a  new  line 
run,  leaving  the  land  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  and  the  river 
itself  on  the  Ilollis  side.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  no 
dispute  between  the  towns  whether  the  Nashua  river  at  Run- 
nells'  Mills  was  in  two  towns,  in  one  town,  or  in  no  town  at 
all,  or  whether  it  was  the  duty  of  Dunstable  or  Mollis  to  sup- 
port the  bridge. 


THE   TOWN    OF    MILFORD. 

The  last  Act  of  the  Legislative  sheers  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
notice  was  in  the  j'ear  1794,  in  the  putting  together  of  that  fair 
but  quaintly  shaped  specimen  of  corporate  patch-work  known 
since  then,  as  the  town  of  Milford.  This  town  includes  all  of 
the  ''Old  Mile  Slip"  not  in  Brookline,  the  remainder  of  it  being 
made  up  by  contributions  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Hollis 
and  the  southwesterl}'  part  of  Amherst.  All  that  part  of  Mil- 
ford  taken  from  Hollis  was  once  in  Monson,  as  was  also  all 
that  part  of  it  south  of  the  Souhegan  river,  taken  from  Amherst. 
It  will  thus  appear,  on  inspection  of  a  map  of  Milford,  that 
more  than  one-half  of  the  area  of  that  town  was  once  in  the  ex- 
tinct town  of  Monson,  and  consequenth'  a  part  of  ancient 
Dunstable.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  by  those  who  have  not  be- 
come too  dizz}'  in  the  endeavor  to  follow  me  in  mj'  wanderings 
about  the  old  homestead,  that  the  ancient  town  of  Dunstable, 
as  I  have  thus  identified  its  fragments,  is  now  to  be  found  in 
no  less  than  four teeti  different  townships,  of  which  four  are  in 
Massachusetts  and  ten  in  New  Hampshire,  these  fragments 
varying  in  size  from  eighty  acres  to  entire  townships. 
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HISTORY    OF    THE    SEPABATE    TOWNS. 

It  would  be  pertinent  to  the  theme  assigned  me,  had  I  time 
and  my  auditors  ondurance,  to  trace  to  some  little  extent  the 
separate  history  of  the  several  towns  carved  out  of  old  Dun- 
stable, for  the  fifty  years  next  following  "Lovewell's  war" 
down  to  the  time  of  our  Ilevolution.  Fortunateh'  the  Ecclesi- 
astical history  of  the  ancient  town,  and  the  other  towns  and 
parishes  which  come  of  its  substance,  was  confided,  as  j'ou  al- 
ready know,  to  an  abler  and  more  fitting  pen.  But  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  my  subject,  did  m\'  time  permit,  to  sa}'  some- 
thing of  the  first  Pioneer  Settlers  of  these  towns,  of  the  Petitions 
and  Petitioners  for  their  charters, — of  the  time  and  manner  of 
the  commencement  of  their  corporate  existence, — of  the  Jirst 
Parish,  District  and  Town  Elections, — of  their  first  Tov:n  Offi- 
cers and  Magistrates, — and  of  the  manners,  customs,  fashions 
and  amusements  of  our  forefathers  one  hundred  and  Mty  years 
ago. 

I  ought  also  to  say  something  of  the  means  of  education  in 
these  towns,, of  their  schools,  school  laws,  school  teachers,  and 
school  books,  not  forgetting  those  approved  standard  manuals, 
the  Psalter  and  New  England  Primer.  Of  their  courts  and  laws 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  and  modes  of  punishment,  espec- 
iall}'  of  those  terrors  of  evil-doers,  the  bilboes,  pillory,  riding 
the  wooden  horse,  the  town  stocks  and  town  whipping  post.  Of 
their  town  officers  and  their  duties,  not  omitting  those  now 
obsolete  dignitaries,  the  field-driver,  hogreef,  deer-keeper,  and 
that  dread  conservator  of  youthful  gravity  and  decorum,  the 
Tithingman. 

But  all  of  these  matters,  as  well  as  man}'  others  of  no  less 
interest,  I  must  pass  wholly  b}-,  while  I  touch  lightly  and  briefly 
upon  a  few  prominent  topics  common  to  all  these  towns. 

THE    WAR   IN    WHICH   LOUISBURG    WAS    CAPTURED. 

In  the  year  1744,  nineteen  j'ears  after  Lovewell's  war,  the 
French  and  Indian  war  was  commenced,  in  which  the  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshire  troops  undertook  the  chivalrous  ex- 
pedition for  the  capture  of  Louisburg.  As  in  all  former  wars 
the  Canada  Indians  took  sides  with  the  French,  and  came  down 
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from  the  north  in  large  numbers,  prowled  around  our  defence- 
less settlements,  waj'la^'ing,  murdering  and  scalping,  or  carrj'- 
ing  into  captivity  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  towns,  some  of 
which,  no  farther  from  us  than  Peterborough,  New  Boston  and 
L^'ndeborough,  were  wholly  abandoned.  The  inhabitants  of 
Merrimack,  IloUis,  Mouson  and  other  towns  in  this  vicinit}', 
petitioned  the  General  Court  repeatedly  for  guards  and  garri- 
sons, and  at  one  time  ninety  scouts  were  detailed  to  patrol  the 
■woods  west  of  the  Merrimack  from  the  mouth  of  the  Contoocook 
to  Monson  and  Hollis,  The  General  Court  also,  during  this 
war,  for  the  encouragement  of  volunteer  Indian  hunting,  in- 
creased the  grim  bounty  on  scalps  from  £100  in  "  Lovewell's 
"War,"  to  £250,  and  finally  to  £400  for  each  Indian  scalp  taken 
west  of  Nova  Scotia  and  produced  to  the  Governor  and  council. 

THE    FRENCH    AND     INDIAN    WAR    IN    WHICH    QUEBEC    WAS    TAKEN 
AND    CANADA    CONQUERED. 

In  1754  the  French  and  Indian  war  was  begun  in  which 
Quebec  was  taken  and  Canada  finall}"  conquered,  and  lasted  till 
1763. 

At  this  period  the  extreme  frontier  settlements  were  much 
more  remote  from  the  towns  in  this  vicinity  than  in  1744 — the 
towns  into  which  old  Dunstable  had  been  divided  were  much 
more  populous,  and  not  only  able  to  defend  themselves,  but  to 
send  a  large  number  of  men  for  the  several  expeditions  for  the 
conquest  of  Canada. 

That  part  of  old  Dunstable,  now  Nashua,  furnished  for  these 
expeditions  two  colonels  of  regiments,  Joseph  Blanchard  and 
Zaccheus  Lovewell,  one  captain,  Nehemiah  Love  well,  and  thirty- 
two  private  soldiers,  whose  names  are  to  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  Mr.  Fox. 

From  Hollis  there  was  one  captain,  Peter  Powers ;  two  regi- 
mental adjutants,  Samuel  Hobart  and  Jonathan  Hobart ;  one 
chaplain  of  a  regiment,  Rev.  Daniel  Emerson;  one  regimental 
surgeon.  Dr.  John  Hale ;  two  lieutenants,  Benjamin  Abbott 
and  Joseph  Ta3-lor ;  two  ensigns,  AVilliam  Cumings  and  Jo- 
siah  Brown,  and  more  than  fifty  private  soldiers  whose  names 
are  still  to  be  found  on  the  published  compan}-  rolls  of  the  New 
Hampshire  regiments.     I  know  of  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
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other  old   Dunstable  towns  sent  as  many  men  to  this  war  as 
Nashua  and  llollis  in  propoition  to  their  population. 

THE  N.   H.  GENERAL    COUKT   FROM   1741  TO  TUE    ItEVOLUTION,   AND 
THE    MEMBERS    OF    IT    FROM    THE    OLD    1>UNSTABLE   TOWNS. 

From  1741  to  the  Revolution,  the  General  Court  of  New 
Hampshire  consisted  of  a  Governor  and  Council  appointed  by 
the  King,  and  a  House  of  Representatives,  varying  from  seven- 
teen to  thirty-one  nicuibers,  elected  from  the  towns  for  three 
3'ears.  Under  the  law  at  that  time,  no  person  was  qualified  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  the  House  unless  he  was  an  owner  of  real 
estate  in  the  town  of  the  value  of  £50.  Nor  was  any  candidate 
eligible  to  election  unless  he  was  the  owner  of  real  estate  of  the 
value  of  £300.  The  onl}-  member  of  the  Council  from  these 
towns  during  that  period  was  Col.  .Joseph  Blanchard,  who  was 
appointed  in  1741,  and  held  the  office  till  his  death  in  1758, 
nor  was  there  any  member  from  either  of  them  in  the  House 
till  1752,  when  Jonathan  Lovewell  was  chosen  for  Dunstable 
and  Merrimack. 

In  1762,  all  these  towns  were  represented  as  follows  : — 

"Nottingham  West  &    )    ^^„,   c.„„„i  r,»»i»„ 
Litchfield  }    Capt.  Samuel  Greeley. 

Merrimack  &  Monson         Joseph  Blanchard, 
Dunstable  and  Hollis  Dr.  John  Hale." 

At  the  election  in  17G8  : — 

"Nottingham  West  &  {    ^           ^r    ,             ,    t7 

Litchfield  J    J^"^^^  Underwood,  Esq., 

Merrimack  &  Monson  Capt.  John  Chamberlain, 

Dunstable  and  Hollis  Dr.  John  Hale." 

In  respect  to  the  election  for  Dunstable  and  Hollis,  in  1762, 
at  the  time  when  the  Pine-Hill  war  was  at  its  height,  I  find  a  scrap 
of  political  history  in  the  N.  H.  Historical  Collections,  to  the 
following  effect : — 

"For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  that  election,  Dunstable 
and  Hollis  had  been  classed  together  for  the  choice  of  a  repre- 
sentative. Dunstable  being  the  older  town,  required  all  these 
elections  to  be  held  there,  but  llollis  having  become  the  most 
popnlous,  requested  that  the  elections  should  be  held  in  each 
town  alternateh'.  This  request  was  refused,  and  at  the  next 
election  Hollis  mustered  in  full  force,  leaving  at  home  scarcely 
man  or  horse.     Dunstable,   seeing   their   town   outnumbered, 
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their  town  clerk  mounted  a  pile  of  shin|Tles  and  called  for  the 
votes  of  Dunstable.  Tlie  town  clerk  of  IloUis  mounted  another 
pile  and  culled  for  the  votes  of  Ilollis  and  Dunstable.  The  re- 
sult was  that  Jonathan  Lovewell  was  elected  moderator  for 
Dunstable,  and  Dea.  Francis  Worcester  for  Dunstable  and 
Mollis.  The  votes  for  Representative  were  called  in  like  man- 
ner, and  Jonathan  Lovewell  was  declared  elected  for  Dunstable, 
and  Dr.  John  Hale  for  Dunstable  and  Ilollis.  After  the  elec- 
tion," as  the  story  reads,  "  Lovewell  went  to  Portsmouth,  and 
■was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  tlie  House.  Hale,  also,  went  to  Ports- 
mouth, and  upon  representing  the  facts  in  respect  to  the  elec- 
tion to  Governor  Wentworth,  the  Governor  the  next  da}-  sent 
his  Secretary  and  dissolved  the  House,  and  ordered  a  new  elec- 
tion. At  the  now  election  Hale  was  again  returned,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  Revolution  (thirteen  3-ears)  Hollis  had  a  Rep- 
resentative and  Dunstable  had  none!" 

ORGANIZATION    OF   THE  COUNTY    OF    HILLSBOROUGH 
AND   THE    COURTS. 

In  the  year  1771  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  was  first 
divided  into  five  counties,  and  the  County  of  Hillsborough  or- 
ganized in  March  of  that  year,  with  the  county  seat  at  Amherst. 
Among  the  first  .Judges  of  the  County  Court  of  Sessions  were 
Matthew  Thornton,  afterwards  of  Merrimack,  and  Samuel  Ho- 
bart,  of  Hollis.  The  first  Register  of  Deeds  and  County  Treas- 
urer was  Samuel  Hobart ;  The  first  Sheriff  of  the  County,  Ben- 
jamin '^^^liting,  also  of  Hollis. 

As  appears  in  the  records  of  the  Superior  Court  of  that 
time,  the  first  capital  offence  tried  in  the  county  was  upon  an 
indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  against  Israel  AVilkins,  Jr., 
of  Hollis,  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  father,  Israel  "Wil- 
kins,  Sr.,  in  the  month  of  November,  1772.  It  appears  from 
the  indictment  that  this  homicide  was  the  result  of  a  sudden 
quarrel  in  which  the  deceased  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  blow 
upon  the  head  with  a  billet  of  wood.  The  jury  found,  upon  the 
evidence,  that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  manslaughter  only 
— manslaughter  at  that  time  being  punishable  with  death  the 
same  as  premeditated  murder.     The  record  of  this  trial,  after 
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setting  forth  the  verdict  of  the  jur}',  concludes  \vith  the  follov.- 
ing  words  : — 

"  It  being  demanded  of  the  said  Israel  Wilkins  Junior  why 
the  sentence  of  death  should  not  be  passed  upon  him,  the  said 
Israel  Wilkins  Junior  prayed  the  benefit  of  clergy,  which  was 
granted  him.  Whereupon  tlie  Prisoner  the  said  Israel  Wilkins 
Junior  was  burned  with  a  hot  iron  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T 
on  the  brawny  part  of  the  Thumb  of  his  left  hand,  and  it  is 
further  considered  that  the  said  Israel  Wilkins  Junior  forfeit 
all  his  Goods  and  Chattels  to  the  King." 

I  leave  the  report  of  this  case  as  I  find  it,  for  the  ediGcation 
of  the  clergy  and  the  curiosity  of  the  lawyers. 


THE    CENSUS    OF    1775. 

In  the  year  1775,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  New  Hampshire  Convention  ordered  a  census  of  the 
province  to  be  taken,  which  was  returned  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember of  that  year.  The  following  statistics  relating  to  the 
towns  into  which  old  Dunstable  was  divided  are  copied  from 
that  census  : — 
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Before  this  census  was  taken,  Hollis  had  lost  eleven  of  her 
soldiers,  of  whom  nine  had  been  killed  and  two  had  died  of 
disease. 
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THE    TOWN     MEETINGS     AND     ANCIENT     DUNSTABLE    IN    THE     FIRST 
YEAR   OF   TUE    KEVOLI'TION. 

I  do  not  feci  at  libert}'  to  close  this,  alread}-  too  long  address, 
without  saying  a  veiy  few  words  of  the  doings  of  tliese  towns, 
and  of  the  utterances  of  some  of  tlieir  town  meetings  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Town  Meetinrj,  the  family  gathering  of  a  sturd}',  grave, 
and  thoughtful  yeomanry,  the  next  door  neighbor  of  the  hearth- 
stone, was  an  original  New  England  invention,  the  rude  and 
rustic,  it  may  be,  but  fitting  cradle  of  American  Independence 
— alike  the  admiration  and  despair  of  the  friends  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  the  world  over. 

"  Stern  rugged  nurse  thy  rigid  lore, 
"With  patience  many  a  year  she  bore, 
»  What  sorrow  was  thou  bad'st  her  know." 

One  could  hardl}'  find  or  hope  for  more  perfect  or  better  work- 
ing models  of  this  novel  New  England  invention  than  were 
to  be  met  with  in  the  town  meetings  of  some  of  the  towns 
which  came  of  the  old  mbther  settlement  at  Salmon  Brook. 
They  all  bear  their  own  evidence  of  legitimac}',  "  true  chips  of 
the  old  block,"  and  all  their  utterances  in  their  family  gather- 
ings, as  preserved,  in  those  autobiographies,  their  town  records, 
are  of  one  thought  and  one  speech.  But  as  it  is  impossible 
on  this  occasion  for  us  to  listen  to  all  of  this  family  group,  we 
will  permit  the  town  of  IloUis  to  speak  briefly  for  the  whole 
sisterhood.  This  I  do,  not  for  the  reason  alone  that  IloUis  was 
then  the  most  populous,  but  for  the  additional  cause  that  Hollis 
has  some  facts  of  interest  to  tell,  for  which  neither  that  town, 
nor  ancient  Dunstable,  nor  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  has 
yet  had  just  credit  in  any  written  history.  May  I  not  hope  also 
that  somewhat  may  be  pardoned  to  a  filial  affection  I  confess 
for  the  place  of  my  birth,  the  town  where  mj'  ancestors,  both  of 
my  name  and  those  not  of  my  name,  have  lived  and  died  for 
three  generations. 

In  what  was  done  by  Hollis — "  The  coming  events  cast  their 
shadows  before,"  in  the  following  Resolution  adopted  with  others 
of  the  like  character  at  a  special  town  meeting  November  8, 
1774,  five  mouths  before  the  battle  of  Lexington  : 
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"1st.  That  we  will  at  all  times  endeavor  to  maintain  our 
Liberty  and  Priviledges,  both  civil  and  sacred,  even  at  the  risque 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  and  will  not  only  disapprove  but 
despise  all  such  persons  as  we  have  just  and  solid  reason  to 
think  wish  us  in  any  measure  deprived  of  the  same."  Aj^ain, 
at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  30th  of  December,  1774,  at  which 
a  "Committee  of  Observation"  was  appointed,  the  town  "Voted 
that  we  do  cordially  accede  to  the  just  statement  of  the  rights 
and  grievances  of  the  British  colonics  and  of  the  measures 
adopted  and  recommended  by  the  American  continental  Con- 
gress for  the  restoration  and  establishment  of  the  former,  and 
for  the  redress  of  the  latter." 

By  the  roads  travelled  in  1775,  the  distance  from  Hollis  to 
Cambridge  was  forty-two  miles, — to  Concord,  some  more  than 
twenty  miles.  The  detachment  of  British  troops  sent  by  Gen. 
Gage  from  Boston  to  Lexington  and  Concord,  to  destroy  the 
military  stores  at  the  latter  place,  crossed  Charles  river  late  in 
the  evening  of  the  eighteenth  of  April,  and  reached  Lexington 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  I9tb.  The  news  of 
this  expedition  reached  the  middle  of  Hollis,  by  mounted  ex- 
press, early  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day.  The  alarm  was 
at  once  given  throughout  the  town  by  mounted  messengers,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  day  the  Hollis  minute-men  to  the  number 
of  ninety-two,  were  rallied  and  met  upon  the  common  with  their 
muskets,  each  of  them  furnished  with  his  powder-horn,  one 
pound  of  powder  and  twenty  bullets. 

Of  this  company  of  minute-men,  Reuben  Dow  was  captain, 
John  Goss,  lieutenant,  aiid  John  Cumings,  ensign  ;  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  19th  of  April,  or  before  day-break  the  day 
following,  all  of  them  were  on  their  march  to  Concord  and 
Cambridge. 

An  original  roll  of  this  company  yet  exists,  entitled  "  the 
muster  roll  of  Capt.  Reuben  Dow's  Company  of  Minute  men, 
who  marched  from  Holies  the  19th  of  April,  1775."  This  com- 
pany* was  not  of  course  able  to  reach  Concord  in  season  to  join 
in  the  purs^iit  of  the  enemy,  but  the  men  went  on  to  Cambridge, 
and  most  of  them  enlisted  in  new  companies  organized  there 
for  the  eight  months'  service.     Within  a  few   days  after  this 
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company  reached  Cambridge  we  find  the  following  iaction  of  the 
Hollis  Town  Meeting  as  shown  by  the  town  records  : 

"Spkciai.  Mkktisg,  April  28,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town  of  Holies,  called  on  a  Sudden 
Emergency  in  the  day  of  our  Public  Distress,  Col.  John  Hale 
chosen  Moderator.  Voted  that  we  will  pay  two  Commissioned 
Officers,  four  non-commissioned  officers  and  thirty-four  (34) 
Rank  and  File,  making  in  the  whole  forty  good  and  able  men 
to  join  the  Army  in  Cambridge,  pajing  the  said  officers  and 
men  the  same  Wages  that  the  Massachusetts  men  receive,  and 
will  also  victual  the  same  until  such  time  as  the  Resolution  of 
the  General  Court  or  the  Congress  of  the  province  of  New 
Hampshire  shall  be  known  respecting  the  raising  of  a  standing 
army." 

At  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  following  11th  of  May,  "  Col. 
John  Hale"  and  "Dea.  Enoch  Noyes"  were  chosen  delegates 
to  the  provincial  congress  to  be  holden  at  Exeter  on  the  17th 
of  the  same  month,  and  the  record  of  the  meeting  goes  on  to 
state : 

"Voted  and  instructed  oar  delegates  to  join  the  other  gov- 
ernments in  raising  and  pa3-ing  the  proportion  of  this  pro^ince 
in  men  and  money  in  the  defence  of  the  Liberties  of  these  Col- 
onies." 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  that  the  vote  of  the  28th  of 
April,  touching  the  "forty  good  and  able  men,"  was  no  empty 
boast,  and  that  the  patriotic  pledges  then  made  were  more  than 
redeemed. 

The  largest  part  of  the  Hollis  "  Minute-Men"  who  went  to 
Cambridge  on  the  19th  of  April,  enlisted  into  the  company  of 
Capt.  Reuben  Dow,  their  townsman,  and  were  mustered  into 
the  Massachusetts  Regiment  commanded  bj'  Col.  William  Pres- 
cott,  of  Pepperell,  the  hero  of  Bunker  Hill,  a  neighbor  and 
friend  of  Capt.  Dow.  The  company  of  Capt.  Dow,  inclu- 
sive of  officers,  consisted  of  fifty-nine  men,  that  number  making 
a  full  company  under  the  ]Massachusetts  act  for  enlistment. 

The  original  roll  of  this  company  is  still  in  possession  of 
Jeremiah  Dow,  Esq.,  of  Hollis,  a  grandson  of  Captain  Dow. 
From  an  original  roster  of  this  company,  in  the  possession  of 
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the  same  grandson  of  Captain  Dow,  exLibiting  the  ages  of  the 
men,  with  their  height  and  complexion,  it  appears  that  Peter 
earnings,  a  son  of  Ensign  Jolui  Cumings,  the  youngest  member 
of  the  company,  was  but  thirteen  years  old  ;  and  that  Jonathan 
Powers,  its  oldest  member,  was  sixty. 

Besides  the  company  of  Captain  Dow,  tbcre  were  also  four 
Hollis  soldiers  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  in  a  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Joseph  Moor,  of  Groton.  It  may  be  seen, 
also,  by  the  "  Return"  made  by  the  selectmen  of  Hollis,  after 
the  war,  to  the  General  Court  of  New  Hampshire,  showing  the 
names  of  the  men  enlisted  from  the  town,  and  the  sums  paid  to 
each,  that  in  the  year  1775,  fifteen  Hollis  soldiers  enlisted  for 
eight  months  in  other  companies.  These  fifteen,  added  to 
Capt.  Dow's  company,  and  the  four  Hollis  soldiers  in  Capt. 
Moor's,  make  a  total  of  seventy-eight  eight-months'  men  from 
Hollis  in  that  3'ear. 

The  companies  of  Captains  Dow  and  Moor,  as  a  part  of  Col. 
Prescott's  Regiment,  were  marched  on  to  Bunker  Hill  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th  of  June,  and  who,  after  working  all  night, 
without  sleep  or  food,  in  the  construction  of  the  redoubt,  so 
bravely  fought  in  its  defence  the  day  following.  Col.  Prescott 
thoroughly  knew  his  men,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  battle,  in 
refusing  a  proposition  for  their  relief,  after  the  fatigues  and  pri- 
vations of  the  night,  he  curtly  said  of  them:  'Hhe  men  who 
huill  this  fort  ivill  best  defend  it." 

Besides  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Stark  and  Reed,  and  the 
company  of  Capt.  Dow,  there  were  in  the  several  companies  of 
Col.  Prescott's  Regiment,  as  appears  from  the  rolls,  fifty  or 
more  soldiers  from  various  towns  in  New  Hampshire  but  a 
short  distance  from  Hollis.  Of  these,  seventeen  were  from 
Londonderry,  eleven  from  Merrimack,  six  from  Raby  (now 
Brookliue),  others  from  New  Ipswich,  Peterborough,  and  other 
towns.  Yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  New  Hampshire  history 
of  the  battle  makes  any  reference  to  the  company  of  Capt.  Dow, 
or  to  the  other  New  Hampshire  soldiers  in  the  regiment  of  Col. 
Prescott.  The  number  killed  in  the  battle  in  Col.  Prescott's 
regiment  was  forty-two,  of  whom  eight  were  from  Hollis,  being 
nearly  one  in  five  of  the  whole,  a  loss  larger,  as  is  believed, 
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than  that  of  any  town  either  in  Massachusetts  or  New  Hamp- 
shire. Pepperell  lost  six  in  killed,  believed  to  be  the  next 
largest. 

Up  to  the  19th  of  .June,  1775,  Ilollis  had  lost  eleven  soldiers, 
including  one  killed  on  that  da}',  and  two  who  had  died  of  sick- 
ness. Of  these  eleven,  four  were  heads  of  families,  viz.  :  Na- 
than Blood,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  "Wheat,  and  .Jeremiah  Shat- 
tuck.  Six  others,  viz.  :  Jacob  Boynton,  Caleb  Eastman,  Isaac 
Hobart,  Piiineas  Nevins,  Peter  Poor,  and  Ebenezer  Youngman, 
were  young,  unmarried  men,  of  whom  the  oldest  was  twent}'- 
two  and  the  youngest  seventeen. 

The  time  of  service  of  the  eight-months  men  expired  in  De- 
cember, and  near  the  last  of  that  month  a  call  was  made  by  the 
New  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  for  volunteers  for  two 
months,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Connecticut  troops  near  Bos- 
ton, who  refused  to  continue  longer  in  the  service.  In  answer 
to  this  call,  thirty-nine  men  volunteered  from  PloUis  to  join  the 
army  at  Cambridge,  being  two-thirds  or  more  of  a  company 
raised  in  Hollis  and  its  immediate  vicinit}'.  These  thirtA^-nine, 
including  thirty-two  of  the  "minute  men"  who  went  to  Cam- 
bridge on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  and  did  not  enlist  a  second 
time,  added  to  seventy-eight  men  enlisted  for  eight  months, 
make  the  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  Hollis  sol- 
diers in  the  first  year  of  the  war. 

It  is  shown  b}-  the  "Keturn"  of  the  selectmen  before  quoted, 
that  in  the  year  1775,  the  town  paid  for  the  services  of  its  sol- 
diers the  following  sums  : — 

For  66  men  for  eight  months  at  ;,{^i2  per  man,  being  £.     s.     d. 

£i   los.  per  month,  79^   oo   oo 

For  37  men  for  two  months  each,  ill    oo   oo 

For  2  men  for  six  weeks  each,  4    10   oo 

For  the  92  minute-men  to  Concord  and  Cambridge  in  April,    93   07    07 

Making  an  aggregate  of  £^000    17   07 

This  sum  reduced  to  federal  money  -would  amount  to  some- 
what more  than  §4,000.00  in  federal  coin,  a  sum  equivalent  in 
value  to  at  least  three  times  that  amount  at  the  present  day. 

The  population  of  Hollis  in  September,  1775,  as  shown  by  a 
census  then  taken,  was  1255.     Dividing  the  population  of  the 
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town  by  the  nniuber  of  soldiers,  would  show  that  that  number  was 
ver}'  nearly  equal  to  one-eighth  part  of  the  whole  population. 
Other  country  towns  in  New  England,  of  no  more  resources  or 
population,  nia}'  have  done  as  much  or  even  more;  if  even  as 
much,  their  worthy  deeds  and  patriotic  sacriGces  deserve  to  be 
kept  in  perpetual  remembrance. 

I  have  given  Ilollis  as  an  example  of  the  spirit  that  prevailed 
in  the  old  Dunstable  towns,  at  the  commenceuient  of  the  revo- 
lution. Nashua,  ^Merrimack,  Hudson,  Litchlicld,  Brookline, 
were  all  annimated  by  the  same  spirit,  and  there  is  abundant 
evidence  that  the}'  all  performed  the  duties  of  the  hour  equally 
well,  though  the  town  records  of  what  they  said  and  did  have 
not  been  so  well  preserved. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  his  historj'  of  Nashua,  saj's  of  the  first  year  of 
the  revolution,  "That  so  soon  as  the  news  of  the  fight  at  Lex- 
ington reached  New  Hampshire  the  whole  population  rushed  to 
arms.  That  in  these  movements  the  citizens  of  Dunstable  were 
among  the  most  zealous,  and  the  military  spirit  derived  from 
their  fathers  was  aroused  at  once  into  activity.  Instantly  thej' 
hurried  to  Concord  to  avenge  the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
Who  and  how^  many  of  these  '  minute-men'  there  were  we  do 
not  know,  but  the  town  paid  over  SllO.OO  for  their  expenses. 
"Within  less  than  a  week  a  company  of  sixty-six  men  was  or- 
ganized at  Cambridge  under  Captain  William  Walker  of  Dun- 
stable, forty  of  whom  with  the  otFicers  were  also  from  Dunstable, 
four  from  Nottingham  West,  and  fifteen  from  Wilton. 

This  company  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  had  two 
men  wounded  in  the  battle,  one  of  whom,  William  Clogstone, 
soon  after  died.  William  Lund,  of  Dunstable,  belonging  to 
another  company,  was  also  killed  in  the  battle.  These  two 
added  to  the  eight  men  killed  from  Hollis,  make  an  aggregate 
loss  of  ten  men  killed  in  that  battle  from  ancient  Dunstable,  a 
number  equal  to  one  half  the  loss  in  the  battle  of  the  two  New 
Hampshire  regiments  as  reported  by  General  Stark. 

In  what  I  have  already  said,  I  have  spoken  mainly  of  what 
the  men  of  ancient  Dunstable  and  its  subdivisions  said,  did  and 
suffered,  and  but  very  little  of  our  no  less  courageous  and  worthy 
ancestors  of  the  gentler  sex.  I  am  sure  that  the  gallantr}'  of  my 
audience  will  bear  with  me  in  the  recital  of  a  very  brief  and  well 
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authenticated  story,  which  I  often  heard  in  rny  boyhood,  and 
which  I  now  find  as  told  to  me  fifty  j'ears  ago,  in  "  Sabine's 
Loj'alists  of  the  Revolution,"  in  his  biographical  sketch  of  Capt. 
Leonard  Whiting  of  IloUis.  This  sketch  I  cop}'  as  follows,  as 
I  find  it : 

"LEONARD    WHITING    OF    HOLLIS,    N.    H.,    A    NOTED   TORY. 

In  1775  "Whiting  was  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Canada 
to  the  British  in  Boston  and  was  arrested  in  Groton,  Mass., 
under  thefollowing  circumstances  :  After  the  departure  of  Col. 
Prescott's  regiment  of  '  Minute  men,*  Mrs.  David  Wright  of 
Pepperell,  Mrs.  Job  Shattuck  of  Groton,  and  the  neighboring 
women  collected  at  what  is  now  Jewett's  Bridge  over  the  Nashua 
river  between  Pepperell  and  Groton,  clothed  in  their  absent 
husbands'  apparel,  and  armed  with  muskets,  pitchforks  and  such 
other  weapons  as  they  could  find,  and  having  elected  Mrs. 
Wright  their  commander,  resolutely  determined  that  uo  foe  to 
freedom  should  pass  that  bridge.  Rumors  at  that  time  were 
rife  that  the  regulars  were  approaching,  and  frightful  stories  of 
slaughter  flew  rapidly  from  house  to  house.  Soon  there  ap- 
proached one  Leonard  Whiting,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  on 
horseback,  supposed  to  be  treasonably  engaged  in  carrying  in- 
telligence to  the  enemy.  Whiting  by  direction  of  Mrs.  Wright, 
in  her  assumed  character  of  sergeant  of  the  guard,  was  seized, 
taken  from  his  horse,  searched  and  detained  a  prisoner.  De- 
spatches were  found  in  his  boots,  which  were  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  Whiting  himself  committed  into  the 
custod}'  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  at  Groton." 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  David  Wright,  the  heroine  of  the 
bridge  guard,  was  Prudence  Cumings,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Cumings,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hollis,  and  first  town  clerk. 
It  appears  from  the  Hollis  records  of  "births  and  marriages," 
that  Prudence  Cumings  was  born  at  the  parish  of  West  Dunsta- 
ble, now  Hollis,  Nov.  26,  1740,  and  married  to  David  Wright, 
of  Pepperell,  Dec.  28,  1761. 

In  this  very  desultorj'  address  it  has  been  my  aim  to  collate 
and  present,  somewhat  in  the  order  of  time,  some  of  the  more 
important  and  well  authenticated  facts  pertaining  to  the  history 
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of  ancient  Dunstable  and  its  subdivisions,  for  the  first  hundred 
years  from  the  charter  of  the  ancient  town.  No  one  can  be 
more  conscious  than  myself  of  the  many  interesting^  facts  con- 
nected with  my  subject  which  it  was  not  possible  to  bring 
within  the  compass  of  this  address. 

Nor  need  any  one  have  a  more  painful  sense  of  the  very 
many  important  matters  of  equal  interest  which  are  fast  fading 
away  from  the  memories  of  the  living,  or  already  buried  in  the 
forgotten  past  with  the  remembrances  of  the  dead. 

Yet  if  what  I  have  now  said  has  served  to  entertain  accepta- 
bly the  passing  hour — or,  what  is  far  better,  if  it  shall  have 
some  effect  to  stimulate  those  who  have  more  leisui-e,  taste  and 
ability  for  such  pursuits,  to  aid  further  in  perpetuating  the  re- 
membrance of  the  many  brave,  noble  and  generous  deeds  of 
our  ancestors  of  ancient  Dunstable,  and  the  goodly  towns  -which 
came  of  their  worthj'  mother,  I  shall  feel  abundantly  compen- 
sated for  this  imperfect  and  humble  tribute  to  their  memory. 


ACCOUNT   OF  THE 

HON.  JONATHAN  BLANCH ARD. 

BY   E.    H.    SPALDING. 


Jonatliun  Bbuiclinitl,  son  ot  Col. .Joseph  Blancharrl  was  born  at 
Dunstable,  New  Hampshire,  Sept.  18,  1738. 

He  was  early  appointed  to  ])ublic  station,  and  when  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  was  divided  into  counties,  he  tilled  some  coun- 
ty ofiice  it  is  believed,  and  on  the  death  of  Col.  Goff  was  af»iioint- 
ed  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough,  an  office 
which  he  filled  until  his  der.th,  IGth  July,  1788,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  age.  In  the  Freeman's  Oracle  of  the  25th  July,  1788,  I 
find  the  following  notice  of  ids  diaracter: 

"Died  on  Wednesday,  ICth  July,  1788,  at  Dunstable,  Hon. 
JoxATiiAN  Blanciiaud,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age.  His  remains 
were  interred  on  Saturday  following.  His  funeral  was  attended 
by  the  ofiicers  of  the  brigade  he  commanded,  and  a  large  con- 
course of  other  friends  and  acquaintances  who  have  paid  him  the 
last  token  of  their  respects.  In  this  visitation  the  County  of 
Hillsborough  sustains  the  loss  of  the  first  othcer  in  the  Court  of 
Prubate,  to  execute  which  trust  he  was  found  in  early  life,  and  in 
the  discharge  of  Avliich  the  widow  ami  the  fatherless,  with  all  con- 
cerned, found  a  ready  attendance,  a  constant  triend  and  an  able 
judge.  The  brigade  have  lo>t  their  general,  his  consort  a  kind, 
provident  Imsband,  and  six  children  a  tender,  watchful  and  benev- 
olent parent;  who  with  their  other  relations,  Irieuds  and  the  pub- 
lic in  general  greatly  lament  their  loss." 
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Hon.  Jonatlmn  Blnnchar.l  iniirrierl  Kcbeccu  Farwcll  of  Dun- 
stable, M-ho  died  20tli  Aug.,  1811,  aged  C2.  Uh  cliildreu  were, 
1st,  Kebccca,  born  1th  May,  17G0,  riiarried  l)r  Augu>tiis  Starr, 
died  Oct.  1810,  aged  45;  2iid,  Grace,  who  in.irried  Frederick 
Fi-ench;  3rd,  Sophia  who  married  Josei>h  Farwell  ;  4th,  Charh-s, 
born  14tli  IMarch,  177G,  gradiuited  iiv.iii  Harvard  college  1T0<'.  ntid 
died  atBatavia,  New  York,  IGth  March,  ISll ;  fjih,  Abigail,  mar- 
ried Dr.  Joseph  Eastman  of  Ilollis;  6th,  Eliza,  married  Thomas 
French,  Esq.,  died  in  1S45. 

He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  Feb.  2Sth, 
1783;  again  Dec.  25th,  1783,  to  the  tirst  Monday  of  the  next 
November;  and  again  June  lOili,  1784,  for  one  year  from  the  first 
Monday  of  the  next  November,  but  in  fact  he  only  served  from 
March  1st,  1784  to  Aug.  lltli  of  the  same  year.  There  ren.aii: 
but  'four  persons  in  Nashua  wlio  are  descendents  of  him,  Clias, 
French,  Esq.,  John  and  Luke  Hall,  and  INIrs.  Webster.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Old  South  burying  ground  on  tlie  west  side  where 
a  large  slate  stone  marks  his  resting  place. 


AN  EVENING  WITH  J.  B.  HILL,  ESQ. 


THE    STORY    OF    BUNKEK    HILL    RK-TOLD OLD  DUXSTAKLe's      FIKftT 

MINISTER A    TRADITION    AS    TO    HIS    DEATH 

CORRECTED BY  O.  C.  MOORE. 

It  is  a  square  brick  house  in  the  centre  of  Mason,  hut  it  is  trim 
and  comfortable.  Tlie  present  pro]>rietor,  82  years  old,  stands  in 
the  door,  a  short,  stout,  grey  gentleman,  with  a  good  face  and 
a  square,  full  head.  His  welcome  is  cordial,  and  after  tea  we 
withdraw  to  his  study.  Our  host  is  John  B.  Hill,  Esq.,  wlio  was 
in  practice  in  Nashua  in  182G,  but  he  got  little  encouragement 
there,  as  too  few  young  men  do,  and  so  he  went  to  Bangor,  where 
he  matle  a  reputation  and  a  fortune,  and  where  he  is  still  held,  by 
all  the  older  citizens  who  knew  him,  in  the  liighest  respect.  He 
i-eturned  to  his  ancestral  homestead  in  Mason  ten  years  ago 
and  has  since  led  a  quiet,  studious,  rui-al  life,  employing  his  time 
in  writing  a  history  of  his  native  town,  making  researches  on  liis- 
torical  subjects,  and  attending  to  the  care  of  his  farm.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  that  Colonel  Ebenezer  Bancroft  who  was  a  captain 
at  Bunker  Hill ;  whose  grave  is  in  the  old  South  burying-ground 
in  Nashua,  and  wlio  was  born  and  reared  in  the  red  house  just 
across  the^  line  in  Tyngsborough.  The  colonel's  commissions  as 
captain,  bearing  the  orignal  signatures  of  General  Warren  and  of 
John  Hancock,  hang  on  the  wall,  and  though  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  old  they  are  in  a  state  of  excellent  preservation.  Mr. 
Hill  points  to  them  with  pride,  as  he  well  may. 

Understanding  that  'Mi:  Hill  had  an  original  account  of  the  bat- 
tle of   Bunker  Hill,  taken  by  him  from   the  lips  of  Colonel  Ban- 
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croft  in  1825,  wliilc  lie  was  in  Nasliii.-i,  we  askerl  tlic  privile;;e  of 
readin'.'  it.  Dm-  host  took  a  bundle  of  jtapcrs  from  the  table  and 
at  once  hatnlefl  us  the  narrative.  'I'hc  writing  was  neat  and  le:,n- 
ble,  but  w'c  tl\ou;^ht  \vc  should  like  to  liave  the  old  gentleuian 
read  it  himself.  ITi'  readily  assentefl,  and  without  spectacles  or 
liesitation  he  read,  in  a  firm  and  clear  voice,  the  remarkable  nar- 
rative. And  it  is  remarkable.  As  a  narrative  of  the  battle 
ot  Bunker  Hill  it  is  absorbinp^ly  graphic,  and  as  reliable  as 
gra])liic.  It  is  soon  to  be  })ublis]ied,  and  will  be  read  with  in- 
tense interest.  Since  Levoy  road  his  personal  narrative  of  Ander- 
sonville,  before  the  Nashua  Historical  Society,  we  have  lieard 
nothing  of  such  absorbing  ajid  thrilling  interest.  To  have  this  ac- 
count too  from  one  who  had  shared  conspicuously  in  that  great 
event  I'ouders  it  peculiarly  and  profoundly  interesting. 

Captain  Bancroft  commanded  the  old  Dunstable  company  in 
Colonel  Bridge's  regiment,  but  he  liad  been   detailed  for  court 
martial  duty  and  was  engaged  on  that  service  the  night  before  the 
battle.     On   the  morning  ot    the  battle  he  asked  permission  of 
General  Ward  to  join  his  company  which  was  engaged  in  fortify- 
ing Bunker  (BreecTs)   Hill.     Permission  was  given.     Soon  after 
he  arrived  in  the  redoubt  General  Putnam  rode  up  and  ordered 
the    intrenching  tools  sent  away,  and  he    went  with  them,  leav- 
iriff  Colonel  Prescott  in  command.     The  whole  number  of  men  in 
the  redoubt  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-three.     Two  small  cannon 
had  been  brought  to  the  redoubt  in   the  morning,  but  owing  to 
Putnam's  action  the  men  were  obliged  to  dig  away  the  dirt-  and 
make  embrasures  with  their  hands.  This  work  was  cheerfully  per- 
(onned,  though   not  without  some   scolding  at  Putnam's    order. 
By  order  of    CoUuiel   Prescott  he  loaded  and  fired    the  cannon 
tv,i(.e  and    the  balls    fell   in   Boston.     When   the    red-coats  first 
iiiaile   their  appearance,    a     [)()rtion    of    the   men    in  the  redoubt 
wavered  and  prepared  to  retreat.     Colonel  Prescott  and  Cajitain 
B  ineroft   both  addressed  them,  and  from  that  time  the  men  stuoil 
up    manfully  to   their  work.     The    little    band   was    \m»ler  rigid 
orders  not  to  fire  until  the  wonl   should  be  given,  and  when  they 
did  lire  to  aim  low  and  at  the  fine  coats.     Every  man  took  dead- 
ly aliu.    The  red  line  api>ruached  as  if  on  dress  parade.     Xotwith- 
■-laii  lin-.;"  orders,  half    a  dozen   random   shots   were    fi'red.     Then 
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the  deadly  volley  fell  upon  the  red  line.  It  shook,  broke  and 
fell  back.  Again  il  Avas  i-allicd  and  again  it  was  shattered. 
A  third  time  it  was  re-fonncd  and  advanced.  The  men  in 
the  redoubt  saw  their  danger  in  being  flaidced.  Their  ammuni- 
tion was  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  ied-c(r.its  were  now  ai)i)roacli- 
ing  by  both  flanks. 

The  fire  from  the  redoubt  continued  steady  and  deadly,  howev- 
er, but  the  amnuinition  of  some  Wius  exhausted,  and  tlie  rest  h.ad 
but  a  few  rounds  left.  To  remain  longer  at  their  ]tost  was  to  be 
cut  oft  and  meet  a  useless  death.  The  retreat  began.  Already 
the  red-coats  were  at  the  entrance.  It  was  a  fight  now  with 
clubbed  muskets.  Captain  Bancroft  had  fired  twenty-seven 
rounds  and  he  had  one  round  left.  Already  the  red-coats  were  in 
the  redoubt.  An  officer  s)»rang  upon  the  parapet.  Caj>tain  lian- 
croft  fired  at  him  and  he  fell.  •  From  what  he  subsequently 
learned  he  had  little  doubt  that  the  officer  was  Major  I'itcaini. 

Now  to  escape.  The  entrance  to  the  redoubt  was  choked  wit^ 
red-coats,  but  Captain  Bancroft  was  a  powerful  six-footer,  noted 
for  his  strength.  With  his  gun  in  both  hands  outstretched  before 
him,  he  dashed  among  the  red-coats,  crushing  one  and  another, 
but  at  last  his  gun  was  wrested  fiom  him,  but  not  till  he  had  cleared 
the  redoubt.  One  red-coat  stood  between  liim  and  escape.  "SVitli  his 
open  hand  he  dealt  bin;  a  powerful  blow  across  his  throat,  and  his 
open  mouth  was  the  last  he  saw  of  him.  Ball  after  ball  whizzed 
by  him  as  he  fled.  They  jiierced  his  clothing,  and  one  took  off 
a  forefinger,  but  he  kept  right  on.  On  the  Neck  he  met  reinforce- 
ments, under  the  laggard  Gerri^h.  lie  was  weak  and  exhausted, 
from  loss  (.)f  blootl.  Seeing  a  tethered  horse  by  the  load,  a  soldier 
heljied  him  upon  it,  and  he  made  his  way  to  Cambridge.  Capt:iin 
Bancroft  served  tiu'ough  the  war,  and  was  promoted  tt>  a  lieuten- 
ant colonelcy.  He  died  in  Ib'JT,  in  his  90th  year,  and  few  men  in 
this  region  were  moie  respectetl  or  Wijix'  nunv  deserving  of  re- 
spect. 

There  was  a  striking  parallel  between  the  cases  ot'  General 
Warren  and  Ca[)tain  Bancroft,  and  it  is  one  of  the  injusiices  of 
history  that  the  one  lias  been  rendered  immortal  and  the  t)ther 
well  nigh  forgotten.  Each  was  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  that  day, 
and  each  did  effective  execution  with  his  mu>ket.     There  was   m.) 
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move  conspicuous  figure  in  tlie  rofloubt  tlmn  Bancroft's,  and  lie 
was  the  last  to  leave  the  ro<loubt.  Warren  left  before  liim,  and 
fell  mortally  wounded.  Bancrott  esciiped  willi  a  Kliglit  wound, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  other  man  in  the  redoubt  used  his  trusty 
gun  with  more  terrible  effect.  Certainly  none  showed  more  un- 
yielding grit. 

A    TRADITION"    CORKECTEI). 

The  recent  monument  erected  in  the  old  South  burying  ground 
in  Nashua  to  the  memory  of  Kcv.  Thomas  Weld,  the  first  minis- 
ter of  old  Dunstable,  says  that  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians- 
Such  was  the  tradition,  and  it  so  appears  in  the  Gazetteer  of  John 
Farmer,  but  Mr.  Hill  has  two  letters  from  ^[r.  Farmer,  in  which 
he  admits  his  error,  and  declares  that  ISh:  AVeld  was  not  killed  by 
the  Indians.  As  there  was  no  Indian  war  in  170*2,  the  year  of 
Mr.  Weld's  death,  there  can  be  no  question  that  he  died  a  natural 
death.  The  inscription  on  the  monument  should  be  changed  to 
conform  to  the  fact. 


REV.  THOMAS  WELD, 
OLD  DUNSTABLE'S  FIRST  MINISTLR. 


Mason,  Sej)ter3iber  24,  1877. 
Edavard  II.  SPiNXDiNG,  EsQ.,  Deak  Sir  : — 

Uuring  a  vi?;it  to  Nashua,  1  went  to  tlie  ancient  graveyard,  with 
the  purpose  among  other  matters,  to  view  the  monument  recently 
erected  by  the  citizens  of  Naslma  at  tlie  grave  of  tlie  Rev.  Thomas 
Weld,  the  iirst  minister  ot  Old  Dunstable.  This  I  found  to  be  a 
granite  block  of  suitaVile  size  and  dimensions,  cut  in  good  taste,  but 
I  was  surprised  to  find  it  stated  in  the  inscription  that  he  "was 
massacred  by  the  Indians  in  defending  the  settlement."  This  state- 
ment, I  have  the  fullest  reason  to  believe,  has  no  foundation 
in  fact.  He  died  June  9,  1~6'2.  There  was  no  Indian  war  in 
1702,  and  no  attack  on  Dunstable  in  that  year.  Fenhallow.  p.  20, 
says  :  "At  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Dudley  in  the  year  1702,  the  whole 
body  of  the  Indians  was  in  tolerable  good  tune  and  temper,  but 
being  animated  by  the  French,  they  soon  began  to  threaten  and 
insult  the  English."  And  again  at  page  23:  ''Aug.  10,  (1703,)  at 
nine  in  the  morn  they  began  the  dreadful  tragedy  making  a  de- 
scent all  the  way  from  Saco  to  Wells." 

The  journal  ot  the  Kev.  John  Pike,  of  Dover,  embraces  the  pe- 
riod from  16S2  to  1709,  in  which  he  relates  nearly  one  hundred 
attacks  of  the  Indians  on  places  or  individuals,  with  dates  of  time 
&c.,  but  states  none  anywhere  in  1702.  Judge  Sewall's  journal  is 
also  published,  embracing  much  if  not  all  of  the  same  period.  In 
it  he  is  careful  to  note  all  remarkable  events,  especially  the  ordi- 
nation  and  death    of   ministers   and   other  noted  men.     In  it  he 
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notes  th6  "funeral  at  Concord  of  Mnjor  Tyng,  of  DuDstu]>le, 
who  was  mortally  woun<]erl  by  the  lii'Iians  in  August,  1710,  be- 
tween Grotou  an<]  Conctnvl,  and  canied  to  Concord  to  be  cnie<l 
of  his  wounds."  At  that  date  there  was  no  newsjtaper  pnblislied 
in  tlie  countiy,  so  that  journals,  such  as  I  have  described,  and  tra- 
ditions were  alone  to  be  relied  on  for  the  facts  of  history,  ex- 
cei)t  such  as  would  be  found  in  the  piililic  rfc(»rds  and  documents. 
The  killincf  by  the  Indians  of  so  distinguished  a  man  as  Mr.  Weld 
would  be  likely  to  be  noted  in  such  journals,  but  in  none  of  them 
will  any  such  statement  bo  found.  Kev.  Mr.  Alvord,  in  his  very 
valuable  History  ol  the  Church  oi  Christ  in  Dunstable,  |».  14,  says  : 
"A  tradition  prevails  that  Mr.  Weld,  of  Dunstal»le,  was  murdei-ed 
by  the  Indians,  but  this  is  discredited  by  some  of  the  best  author- 
ities a7id  will  probably  never  be  settled  beyond  doubt." 

Misled  by  this  Dunstable  tradition  Mr.  John  Farmer,  in  hie 
New  Hampshire  Gazetteer,  jmblished  in  18'io,  article  Dunstable, 
p.  122,  says:  "In  the  Spring  of  1702  the  town  was  attacked  and 
several  persons  and  the  Rev  Thomas  Weld,  the  first  minister,  were 
killed."  This  authority  cou])led  with  the  tradition,  uncontradicted 
and  unexplained,  would  am[»ly  justify  Mr.  Alvord  in  saying  that 
the  question  would  "probably  never  be  settled  beyond  doubt." 
I  think  I  have  the  means  of  removing  all  doubt  in  the  case.  I 
have  before  me  a  letter  of  Mr.  Farmer's  dated  Concord,  Dec.  24, 
182G,  in  which  he  writes  in  reference  to  a  }>roject  of  jjreparing  for 
publication  a  history  of  Old  Dunstable  :  "1  can  furnish  the  Eccle- 
siastical history  if  I  can  find  a  number  of  the  Repository  in  which 
it  appeared  under  my  signature  several  years  since.  I  liave  learned 
since  that  was  published  that  Mr.  Weld,  the  first  minister,  was  not 
killed  by  the  Indians,  as  has  been  repeatedly  stated,  and  I  have 
the  precise  time  of  his  decease."  In  a  subsequent  letter  under 
date  of  Concord,  January  24,  1827,  he  writes  :  "I  j-erceive  he 
[i.  e.  Mr.  Hill,]  has  corrected  the  name  of  bajaism  of  the  father 
of  Capt.  John  Lovewell.  It  is  strange  that  an  error  should  have 
been  so  long  perpetuated,  but  I  know  not  that  it  shouhl  be  ac- 
counted very  strange,  as  all  that  the  Dunstable  people  knew  seem- 
ed to  rest  on  tradition,  no  care  being  taken  to  j. reserve  for  poster- 
ity the  deeds  and  heroic  achievements  of  the  primitive  inhabitants." 

In  the   same  letter   he    states:  "The   first   minister  was    Rev. 
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Thomas  Weld  *  *  *  orfltiined  in  1G85,  died  (not  killed  by  tlie 
Indians)  June  9,  1702,  in  his  GOth  year  I  suppose  that  half  the 
people  of  Dunstable  will  say  that  Mr.  Weld  was  killed  by  tlie  In- 
dians, at  least  half  of  those  who  know  they  ever  had  a  iirst  minis- 
ter, but  the  truth  is  not  so,  as  I  can  prove  from  i^ood  evidence,  al- 
thoui^i  I  fell  into  the  mistake  in  tlie  Gazetteer;  whereas  in  the 
Collections  of  the  Mass.  Hist.  Society  I  cautiously  ex))ressed  the 
improbability  of  such  an  event.  I  wish  Mr.  II.  wouM  allow  me  the 
credit  of  correcting  my  own  errors,  esjiecially  those  I  ran  into  by 
being  misguidod  by  others.  lie  will  be  apt  to  fall  into  similar 
errors  if  he  takes  the  traditions  of  Dunstable  peojde  ou  trust.  I 
should  rely  more  on  the  testimony  of  Col.  Bancroft,  than  on  all 
Dunstable  put  together.  I  mean  no  disresj>ect  to  the  recent  in- 
habitants of  the  place." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  was  written  fifty  years  ago, 
and  of  course  can  have  no  reference  to  the  j)resent  residents  ol 
Nashua.  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  new  and  has  never  been 
publisheil,  and  that  Mr.  Farmer's  statement  in  the  Gazetteer,  re- 
maining uncontradicted,  justified  the  expression  of  a  doubt  in  this 
matter.  In  reply  it  may  be  answered,  that  he  took  every  oppor- 
tunity presented  to  correct  the  error,  as  stated  above  in  the 
Mass.  Hist.  Society  Collections,  to  which  may  be  added  his  His- 
torical Catechism  and  his  Genealogical  Register  jDublished  in 
1829,  in  which,  speaking  of  Mr.  Weld,  he  notes  the  day  of  his 
death,  his  age,  etc.,  but  omits  the  Indian  part  of  the  story. 

I  -will  now  state  what  knowledge  I  have  of  the  matter  which 
satisfies  me  even  without  reference  to  Mr.  Farmer's  letters,  that 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  Indian  part  of  the  story.  Col.  Bancroft 
of  Tyngsborough,  my  grandfather,  was  born  April  1,  1738.  He 
always  resided  upon  his  flirm  in  Tyngsborough,  which  was  only 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  place  where  Mr.  Weld  lived.  He  died 
Sept.  22,  1827,  I  had  frequeut  conversation  with  him  in  reter- 
ence  to  matters  of  interest  in  the  early  times  of  old  Dunstable. 
Of  these  I  made  careful  notes  and  reduced  them  to  writing  more 
than  fifty  years  ago  in  a  book  which  is  now  before  me.  In  one  of 
these  conversations  he  spoke  of  Mr.  Weld,  described  to  me  the 
place  of  his  burial  in  the  old  graveyard,  and  added  distinctly  and 
emphatically,  "lie  was  not  killed  by  the  Indians."      He  added, 
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"His  son  prcfichecl   for  us  in  our  c:imp  at  Butt's  hill   in   Rliode 

Island." 

What    means    of   knowlodt^^o    had     Col.    Banoroft     whir-h    en- 
abled him  to  'deny  so  emphatically  what  was  asserted  by  almost 
uniform    tradition?     Kev.    Abijah   Wehl,    son    of    Rev.    Thomas 
Weld,  was  born    in  Dunstable  in   Sept.    ITO'i,    graduated  a*t  Har- 
vard ColIc2;e  in  172-'^  was    oi-dained  at   Attlclifjro',  ]\Iass.,   May, 
1727,  and  died  in  1782.     AtlIe1)oroni;h  is  in  ^Massachusetts  l»nt  on 
the    borders    of    Ivhode  Island.     Col.    Bancroft  was   Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  command  of  the  troops  of   Middlesex  county  stationed 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1781, and  it  was  evidently  upon  his  invitation  as 
commander  that  Mr.  Weld  "}>reached  in   our  camp."     Nothinir  i-* 
more  likely  than  that  they,  being  natives  of  the  same  town,  bom 
in  the  same  neigborhood,  should  have  conversation  about  j>ersons 
and  afiairs  of  the  place.     Mr.  Weld  would  have  known  the  fact 
if  his  father  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  no  doubt  would 
have  alluded  to  it  in  such  conversation.     Again,  Dea.  Noah  John- 
son, born  in  old  Dunstable  in   1G9S,  was  four  years  old  when  Mr. 
Weld  died.     He  lived  in  Dunstable  till  his  old  age  then  he  re- 
moved to  Pembroke,  where  he  died  in  his  one  himdredth  year. 
He  was  a  neighbor  and  intimate  friend  of  Col.  Bancroft,  and  oiten 
talked  with  him  about  the  Indian  wars  in  which  he  had  taken 
part.     If  Mr.    Weld    had  been    killed  by    the  Indians   he    must 
have  known  it,  and  would  doubtless  liave  told  the  story  to  Col, 
Bancroft.     These  and   other  means  of  knowledge   enabled   Col. 
Bancroft,  against  the  almost  uniform  tradition  of  the  jjlace,  to  de- 
ny more  than  fifty  years  ago  the  story  of  ]Mr.  Weld  being  killed 
by  the  Indians.     It  seems  that  the  statement  upon  the  monument 
has  no    foundation   in   truth,  and   now   the  question   arises  what 
should  be  done?     What  more  suitable  and  ]>roper  than  that  the 
false  inscription  should  be  erased?     And  this  may  readily  be  done 
at  small  expense  and  without  disllguring  the   monument.     Noth- 
ing more  is  required  than  to  dress  off  about  half  an  inch  of  the  face 
of  the  monument,  thus  removing  the  whole  inscri]>tion,  and  then 
the  inscription  can  be  restored,  onutting  the  vibjectionable  part,  and 
the  monument  will   remain  in    size  and   form  without  blemish,  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  a  worthy  num,  and   highly  cred- 
itable to  the  citizens  of  Nashua. 

Very  truly  vours, 

J.  B.  HILL. 
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Since  writiiio^  the  nbove,  I  have  found  a  letter  a<ldrcssed  by  Mr. 
Farmer  to  my  brollier,  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Hil],  dated  Concord,  Se[»t. 
2,  182/j,  from  whicli  I  take  tlie  followiricr  extract : 

•'The  towns  of  l^unstable  and  Tyngslmrough  (the  latter  a  [»art 
of  the  fornur,)  were  subject  to  i^reat  depredations  from  the  In- 
dians, and  it  is  much  to  be  rcjirctted  that  few,  very  few  accounts 
exist  of  the  circumstances  respectinuf  them.  Even  the  death  of 
one  of  the  spiritual  fedcJiPrs  of  Old  Dunstable,  and  the  first  ever 
settled  so  far  to  the  North,  west  of  the  river  Merrimach,  is  left 
unrecorded  by  our  early  historians,  so  far  as  my  information  ex- 
temls.  Kev.  Thomas  Weld,  the  first  minister  of  1).,  wa  skilled  n 
the  springs  of  1702,  with  a  luunber  of  others.  It  would  be  very 
desirable  to  obtain  the  particulars  of  this  event.  It  is.  possible 
that  the  venerable  Col.  Bancroft  may  know  something  about  it. 
Thp  particulars  oi  Joseph  or  Jo.  English  if  collected  would  form  a 
very  amusing  story.  Have  you  ever  met  with  the  song  written 
soon  after  LovewelFs  defeat  in  1725";'  We  (i.  e.  Moore  &:  Far- 
mer,) should  much  like  to  obtain  and  publish  it." 

Mr.  P^u-mer  subsequently  obtained  a  copy  of  this  soncr,  as  he 
informed  me,  from  Mr.  Coffin,  the  Principal  of  the  Tyngsborough 
Grammar  School,  after  an  inquiry  for  it  of  more  than  eiirht  years. 
He  i)ublished  it  in  the  N.  H.  Historical  Collections  and  I  publish- 
ed it,  with  introductory  remarks,  in  the  Constellation  and  Xashua 
Gazette.     It  will  be  found  in  Fox,  page  124. 

Mr.  Weld  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Weld  of  Roxbury,  baptised 
June  12,  1G53,  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1671,  ordained 
1685,  died  June  9th,  170-J.  He  married,  Nov.  9th,  16S1,  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Wilson,  of  Meilfield.  She  died 
July  19th,  16S7.  He  married  second,  Hannah,  Avidow  of  Abijali 
Savage  and  daughter  of  P:dward  Tyng.  She  died  June  2nd,  1731, 
aged  64,  at  Attleboro\  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  Rev. 
Abijah  Weld. 

The  first  entry  in  the  record  of  marriages  in  the  old  Dunsta- 
ble records,  is 

Mr.  Thomas  Weld  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  were  maryed  the  9th 
of  Xovember,  lOSl. 

In  the  record  of  births  I  find 

Elizabeth  Weld,  the  (hiughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Weld,  was  born 
the  lotii  day  of  October,  1682. 
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Thomas  Wold,  the  son  of  Mr.  Weld,  was  born  the  7th  of  feab- 
iwary,  1683.  , 

eliezer,  was  horn  the  5th  of  Jniiawiiry,  1C84. 

John  Weld  was  born  the  5th  of  feal»ivvary,  1085. 

farwell  Weld,  the  son  ot  Mr.  Th(»nas  and  Mrs.  Ilannali  Weld, 
was  born  the  4th  of  March,  1701. 

Thus  far  the  record.  Between  .John  and  Farwell  several  entries 
are  made  of  births  in  other  families. 

I  add  to  the  list  Thutnas,  born  September  2,  1702,  ])osthumons 
after  his  father's  death.  Graduated  at  Harvard  Collet^'e,  1728; 
ordained  at  Attleboro',  October,  1727,  and  died  May  IG,  1782  iu 
bis  80th  year. 

Farmer  adds  Samuel,  another  son,  died  at  Roxbury,  .Jatuiary 
17,  1717.  Samuel  was  probably  a  son  of  the  second  wife  whoge 
name  is  not  found  in  the  record. 

In  the  record  of  deaths  I  find 

Eleazer  Weld,  the  son  ot  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  died  the  11th  of 
Apirrell,  IGSG. 

John  Weld,  the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Weld,  died  25  July,  1686. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Weld,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  died  on 
July  29th,  Anno  Dom.,  1787. 

The  orthography  of  most  of  these  entries  shows  that  they  could 
not  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Weld  or  by  his  written  direction. 

Farmer  adds,  "Thomas  his  son  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1701,  died  1704."  This  might  be,  for  he  would  then  be  21  years 
old,  but  there  is  an  inconsistancy  in  the  date  of  his  birth  which  I 
cannot  exjdain. 


AGE    OF    JOnX    LOVEWKLL. 

John  Lovewell,  of  Old  Dunstable,  did  he  live  to  be  120  years  old? 
This  question  has  been  debated  but  never  definitely  settled.  No 
record  is  found  of  his  birth  or  of  his  death,  nor  any  entry  or  mem- 
orandum answering  to  the  character  of  a  record,  in  which  his  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death  is  stated.  In  the  years  1825-26  I  resided 
in  Nashua,  then  Dunstable,  N.  H.  The  tradition  was  then  uni- 
form and  unquestioned,  that  this  was  his  age.  Fox,  whose  book 
was  published  in   1846,  seems   to   have    doubted    the  statement, 
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(see  ITist.  of  Dunstable,  page  157,)  hut  finally  to  have  yielded 
credit  to  it,  (see  page  15'i,)  and  Kidder,  (in  Expeditions  of  Capt. 
John  Lovewell,  page  80,)  ailopling  the  traditional  age,  concludes 
tliat  he  might  l)e  IIG  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr. 
Fanner  also  in  his  letter  to  nie,  says:  "I always  doubted  it,tliough 
it  seems  to  have  j)assed  into  history  as  an  undeniable  fact."  But 
it  apj)ears  to  ine  that  a  careful  examination  of  all  tlie  facts  will 
show  that  there  is  no  foundation  Cov  the  statement.  Durinf  my 
residence  in  Nashua,  I  obtained  fr(;ni  Moody  I).  Lovewell,  Esq, 
a  descendant  of  John  Lovewell,  the  loan  of  the  town  records  and 
other  papers  of  Old  j)unstable,  which  were  then  in  his  keej;ing, 
but  which  I  understand  are  now  in  the  City  Clerk's  ofiice.  This 
book  and  papers  purporting  to  be  records  of  the  town  and  church 
of  Old  Dunstable,  commencing  in  1G73  and  ending  in  17.33,  con- 
tained as  I  believe  every  existing  written  document  relating  to 
the  doings  of  the  town  and  church  during  that  ])eriod.  I  made  a 
careful  copy  of  every  thing  in  this  book  and  these  papers  which  I 
thought  could  be  of  any  interest  in  illustrating  the  doings  of  the 
town  and  church,  or  the  names  and  fortunes  of  the  residents  and 
owners  of  lands  in  the  town. 

Col.  Ebenezer  Bancroft,  my  mother's  father,  born  April  1, 1738, 
was  then  residing  on  his  farm  in  Tyngsboro,'  the  second  house 
south  of  the  state  line.  I  had  i-requent  conversations  with  him  du- 
ring my  residence  in  Xashtia,  as  well  as  in  previous  years,  in  which 
he  was  fond  of  relating  incidents  of  the  early  liistory  of  the  town 
and  region,  and  of  the  early  inhabitants.  The  substance  of  these 
conversations  I  was  careful  to  make  minutes  of  at  the  time,  and 
to  make  a  record  of  in  the  same  book.  This  book  is  now  before 
me,  and  I  propose  to  resort  to  it  and  other  documents,  in  order  to 
contribute  my  mite  towards  solving  the  problen\  of  the  age  of  John 
Lovewell. 

I  find  in  the  "minister's  rate  for  the  year  1680,"  the  names  of  the 
tax  payers  in  the  town,  residents  and  non-residents.  I  find  no  rec- 
ord ot  the  rate  in  any  preceding  year.  In  this  rate  the  name  of 
Lovewell  does  not  a])j>car,  but  in  the  rate  for  the  year  16S7  the 
names  of  Joseph  Lovewell  and  John  Lovewell  are  entered,  each 
rated  at  7  shillings.  No  less  rate  is  set  against  any  name, 
though  several  others   have  the  same   rate.     This  is  the  first  ap- 
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pearance  of  the  najiie  in  the  reconls.  In  1088,  Jolm  Lovevvell,  Jr., 
is  one  of  tlie  surveyors  of  the  higliways.  In  10S9  Jolm  Lovewell, 
:i)eu.  is  one  of  tlie  scU'ctmen.  In  IC'JO  Jusep}i  Lovewell  is  a  ft-nee 
viewer.  In  IGOl  John  Lovewell  is  a  hog  coiistahle.  In  101)3— I 
John  Lovewell  is  a  fence  viewer.  In  1698  John  Lovewell  is  a  sur- 
veyor of  highways.  In  1715  John  Lovewell  is  a  field  driver.  In 
"1718,  Feb.  3,  Voted  that  the  selectmen  make  a  Jiat  of  seventy 
pounds,  also  that  there  shall  be  a  committee  of  five  to  sarch  the 
town  books  to  see  what  each  proprietors  grant  was,  and  that  no 
man  might.have  more  than  his  grant  was,  and  to  see  that  justice 
be  done  on  that  account.  The  cominitty  was  Lt.  Farwell,  .Tujm 
Lovewell,  Joseph  Blanchard,  Jonathan  Kobens  and  Thomas  Cum- 
mings."  I  find  no  entry  of  the  name  of  Lovewell  after  this  date 
except  in  the  recoi'd  oi  birliis  and  deaths ;  that  of  biiths  is  :is 
follows  : 

"John  Lovewell,  son  of  John  Lovewell,  was  boin  14th  of  Oct. 
1691,  (this  was  Capt.  John  Lovewell  who  was  killed  at  Pe<piack- 
et,)  Zacheus  Lovewell,  son  of  John  &,  fanna  lovewell  was  born 
22of  July  1701." 

On  a  dilapidated  sheet  I  found, 

vewell  son  of 

ovewell  May 

his  wife  was  born 

of  Mav  in  the  year 

vewell  tlie  son  ot 

Joseph  Lovewell 

Lovewell  his  wife  the 

third  of  May  1691 

Zacheus  Lovewell,  of  Zaclieus  &>  Esther  Feb.  19  17"J4 

Xehemiah  Lovewell  of  John  tfc  Hannah  Jan  9  172<3-7 

Zacheus  of  Zacheus  &  Esther  Dec  15  1735 

Jonathan  of  John  <fc  Hannah  -  May  14  1713 

Esther  of  Zacheus  &  Esther  •         Nov  10  172$ 

Lucy  of  same  Jay  12  1730 

John  Lovewell  of  John  »fc  Hannah  June  30  171S 

These  names  are  not  entered  in  the  order  here  set  forth,  but  are 

taken  from  page  to  pai>e  as  they  are   found  entered    among  other 

names  without  reirard  to  the  order  ot   time.     If  he  was  120  years 
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old  ill  175-1,  he  was  born  in  1G34  and  was  24  years  old  when  Crom- 
well died  in  1658.  He  might  then  have  been  an  Ensij^n  in  Crom- 
well's army  acconling  to  the  family  tradition,  as  staled  by  Vox, 
but  at  that  early  ago  it  is  not  prol)ab!e  that  he  was  one  of  the 
"Ironsides;"  and  if  he  Mas,  that  circunistance  fiunishes  no  reason 
why  lie  should  flee  from  his  country  on  the  accession  ol  Charles 
IL,  for  it  was  only  those  who  had  taken  an  active  f>art  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  civil  affairs,  who  were  exposed  to  punishment  by 
the  new  rulers. 

Fox  stales  that  he  settled  in  town  some  years  before  IGOO.  His 
dej>osition  taken  in  1744,  slates  that  he  was  an  inhabitant  in  1680. 
His  name  first  api)eared  in  the  records  in  1G87.  Iji  the  records,  the 
name  of  his  wife  in  one  place  is  Fauna,  in  another  Hannah,  and 
in  the  deposition  Anna,  all  being  in  fact  the  same  name.  The 
birth  of  his  sou  Jonathan  the  Judge,  is  entered  May  14,  1713.  If 
he  was  120  when  he  died,  he  was  79  and  his  wife  (by  the  deposi- 
tion, ten  years  younger,)  69  when  this  child  was  born.  That  a 
husband  79  and  a  wife  69  should  at  that  age  have  a  son  born, 
who  would  bo  smart  enough  to  become  a  judge,  and  who  lived 
till  1792,  is  incredible. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  .Jonathan,  the  judge,  was  the  son  oi 
John,  and  the  brother  of  Captain  John.  Fox  so  states,  and  Col. 
Bancroft,  who  knew  him  well,  so  stated  to  me.  Now  bearing  in 
mind  that  for  several  years  after  1687,  there  were  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  town  affairs,  John  Lovewell,  Sen.,  and  John  Lovewell, 
Jr.,  tradition  may  readily  have  borrowed  something  from  the 
years  of  the  father  to  add  to  the  age  of  the  son. 

What  additional  facts  are  there  that  can  be  relied  upon  bearing 
upon  this  question?  In  depositions  taken  in  1744,  he  states  his 
a^'e  to  be  93  years,  and  his  wife's  to  be  83  years.  Col.  Bancroft, 
who  was  born  in  1738,  states  that  Lovewell  atler  he  was  100  years 
old  walked  from  his  home  on  Salmon  brook  to  Tyngsboro'  meet- 
ing house,  and  then  on  the  road  towards  Dunstable,  Mass.,  to 
Thompson's,  making  nearly  ten  miles,  and  was  intending  to 
return  home  on  the  same  day,  but  was  prevailed  upon  by  Thomp- 
son to  stay  over  night,  and  that  on  his  return  tlie  next  day  he  called 
at  his  father's  house  and  that  his  mother  furnished  him  food  and 
refreshment,  of  which  he  partook  heartily,  and  then  went  on  his 
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way  home.  Now  if  he  was  93  in  1744,  as  stated  in  his  tlei»o.>itioii, 
lie  woulfl  be  100  in  1751.  Col.  Bancroft's  mother  died  in  Scj*- 
teniber  1754.  Supitosc  this  journey  and  call  to  have  taken  {ilace, 
in  1752,  Col  15.  would  then  bo  14  years  old,  an  age  at  which  he 
would  be  likely  to  notice  and  remember  these  facts,  and  as  Love- 
well,  according  to  the  dejiosition,  would  then  be  more  than 
100  years  old,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  shown  that  liis  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  Fox  states  to  have  been  between 
1754  and  1757,  could  have  been  at  the  last  date  only  1(»(>  years. 
This  is  according  to  his  own  statement  under  oath.  All  other 
statements  have  the  support  of  tradition  alone,  unsustained  by 
any  written  document  or  memorandum. 

JOHN  B.   HILL. 
Mason,  N.  IL,  May  '28,  1877. 


BUNKER  HILL  BATTLE. 


Some  time  in  tlie  year  1818,  General  Dearborn  published  a  pam- 
phlet, the  object  of  wliich  was  to  show  that  but  a  small  share  of 
the  credit  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  due  to  General  Put- 
nam, and  at  nearly  the  same  time  the  Bunker  Hill  ^lonument  As- 
sociation was  formed  for  the  erection  of  the  Bunker  Hill  ^lonu- 
raent.  Col.  Samuel  Swett  published  about  the  same  time  his 
History  of  Bunker  Hill  Battle.  In  1 825  he  published  his  "Xotes  to 
his  Sketch  of  Bunker  Hill  Battle,"  and  in  1826  the  second  edition 
of  his  History.  In  his  notes  he  incoqiorated  brief  statements  giv- 
en by  about  eigiity  persons,  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  pres- 
ent and  took  part  in  the  contest,  of  their  recollections  of  the  bat- 
tle. He  wanted  that  of  Col.  Bancroft,  which  I,  at  Col.  B's.  re- 
quest, took  down  from  his  dictation,  and  after  it  was  carefully 
considered,  and  read  to  him,  he  signed  it,  and  I  sent  it  to  the 
Monument  Association.  Of  this  account  Col.  Swett  in  his  letter  to 
me,  dated  Boston,  29th  Dec.  1825,  says :  "I  have  seen  Col.  Bancroft's 
very  interesting  statement  of  the  circumstances,  within  his  knowl- 
edge, which  occurred  at  Bunker  Hill  Battle,  to  which  you  refer 
as  sent  to  the  Historical  Committee  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument. 
But  as  an  old  venerated  friend,  Gov.  Brooks,  had  previously  done 
me  the  favor  to  take  Col.  Bancroft's  statement  in  writing,  during 
a  temporary  absence  of  mine  from  town,  whicli  I*  have  carefully 
preserved,  and  made  great  use  of  in  my  sketch  of  the  battle,  I 
was  already  possessed  of  the  material  parts  you  have  committed  to 
writing.  There  are  some  unimportant  minutiai  in  which  the  two 
accounts  do  not  exactly  conform  to  each  other,  which  embarrasses 
me  a  little  as  to  depositing  mine  with  the  archives  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
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Association,  Mliilo  llio  ]iti'j;i()ns  si»iiil  continues  n1)ont  Gen.  Dear- 
born's :u'coiint  of  tlie  battle.  Ibit  tlic  part  ofyonr  account  to  wliicb 
I  object  is  the  stat».'inent  tli;it  ixj  historian  l)as  done  justice  to  Col. 
Prescott's  chiiius.  Perhaps  he  did  not  mean  to  include  so  slight 
a  work  as  tnine  anionij;  the  histories.  In  all  conversation  I  Iiave 
had  with  CoL  Baiien.lt  ive  liave  agreed  as  to  Prescott's  eminent 
chiitns  to  distinction  in  the  allair,  and  in  fact  my  sketcli  tallies 
with  the  account  given  in  your  report  of  liis  opinions." 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  statement  taken  by  Gov.  Brooks 
was  on  a  Iniiried  visit  of  Col.  Bancroft  to  his  house  in  Medford, 
and  if  any  ditlerence  appears  in  the  two  statements  credit  should 
be  given  to  that  made  by  him  at  his  own  house,  when  there  was 
ami)Ie  time  lor  reflection  and  consideration. 

COL.  baxcuoft's  narrative. 

One  crowded  hour  of  glorious  strife, 
Is  worth  an  age  without  a  name. 

The  following  narrative  of  inciilents  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  was  reduced  to  writing  by  me  in  18'25  from  the  dictation  and 
stateiueiit  of  Col.  Bancroft,  at  his  request,  and  is  now  copied  from 
the  manuscript : — 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  of  June,  1775,  my  company  was  or- 
dered out  with  the  detachment  to  take  possession  of  the  hei:::hts 
of  Charlestown.  This  detachment  consisted  of  three  regiments 
commanded  by  Col's  Prescott,  Bridge  and  Frye,  and  amounted  in 
all  to  between  1000  and  1200  man.  These  regiments  were  prin- 
cipally from  Middlesex  county,  Col.  Prescott  from  Pej>perell,  CoL 
Bridge  from  Chelmsford,  Col.  Frye  from  xVndover.  I  was  that  even- 
ing on  a  court-martial  and  could  not  get  liberty  to  go  with  my  com- 
pany, but  in  the  morning  of  the  17lh  Gen.  Ward  granted  me  i»er- 
mission  to  join  my  company,  though  the  court-martial  was  not 
through.*  Soon  after  I  reached  the  hill  our  men  left  work  and 
piled  their  intitiu'hing  tools  in  our  rear  and  waited  in  expectation 
of  reinforcements  and  refreshments,  but  neither  reached  us  if  anv 


a,  Swotl,  ill  his  Iiistory  of  Bunker  Hill  Battlf^.  appendix,  paire  T., 
st:itt<s,  -Cui.t.  IJaiuTof't  was  at  the  iayiivj;  out  of  tli-'  works,  on  Bunker  Hill.'' 
This  is  cerlaiiily  errtmeous.  lie  imist  iiave  altriiuited  to  Capt.  B.  tlie 
stati'iii'-nt  <>(  s(.iiie  otli.-r  person.  It  seems  i>y  liis  remarks  on  page  7  that  ho 
made  the  statemeut  from  reeolk'ctioii,  having  mislaid  Baneroil's  letter. 
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were  sent.  Tlie  reinforcements  linlted  at  Cliarlestown  Neck, 
Whilst  I  wiis  sliuulini^f  by  llie  rcdouht  l»(dore  tlie  action  be;2jan,  a 
ball  from  the  Somerset  ju.sscil  within  a  lew  inches  of  my  liead. 
which  seriously  atlecteil  my  left  eye  so  that  it  finally  became  totally 
blind. 

When  the  works  were  {ilannecl  no  calculation  was  m:ule  for  the 
use  of  cannon,  and  of  coui'se  no  end^iasiii-es  were  left  for  them. 
lint  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  two  shij)  cannon  were  sent  u]> 
and  a  platform  with  them.  About  tea  o'clock  the  Jiritish  troops 
began  to  make  their  appearance  at  tiie  wharves  in  Boston.  Gen. 
Putnam,  who  had  been  incessant  in  his  exertions  through  the 
morning  to  bring  I'eiuforcements,  now  rode  u|t  to  \is  at  the  foil  and 
says,  '-My  lads  these  tools  must  i>e  carried  back,"  and  turned  and 
rode  away.  An  order  was  never  obeyed  with  more  readiness. 
From  every  part  of  the  line  volunteers  ran  and  some  picked  up 
one,  st>me  two  shovels,  mattocks,  <tc.,  and  liurried  over  the  hill. 
When  the  pile  of  tools  was  thus  i-emoved  I  went  through  the  lines 
to  form  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  redoubt,  at  the 
same  time  stating  that  those  who  had  gone  with  the  tools  would 
come  back,  though  I  was  by  no  means  confident  that  they  would.'' 
I  estimated  the  number  then  left  in  the  redoubt  at  150,  but  was 
afterward  ijiformed  by  one  of  tlie  captains  of  Col.  Frye's  regiment 
that  he  counted  them,  and  the-whole  number  including  officers 
was  IGo.""  1  was  not  certain  that  any  reinforcements  after  this 
time  came  into  the  redoubt,  thus  the  number  of  our  effective  force 
was  very  materially  reduced.  Gen.  Putnam  had  given  his  orders 
and  gone,  and  nobody  seemed  to  think  it  belonged  to  him  to 
stop  the  men  and  execute  the  order  in  a  proper  way. 

The  artillery-men  had  all  gone  with  the  tools  and  Col.  Prescott 
came  to  me  and  said,  "If  you  cau  do  anything  with  the  cannon  I 
wish  you  would.     I  give  you  the  charge  of    them."     T    directed 

b  No  doubt   many   of  tlie  men  did  come  bTick  and~t^oriwrrin    the    battle 
vitlun  ti.e  lort,  or  ut  th.  rad  nnico,  for  the  number  of  killed   as   reported    u 

t  t.d  lol.  bee  brtv  t,  i>a-e  .,1.  Col.  B.  was  too  busy  to  make  a  second  counL 
Sw^ttT-^ranTr-;?''  r'^^",^.'--'^-!"--  ^'W'^l'o  l:i3feet  on  ti.e  fJo  t. 
fron     ^m.  '/m  '  1    n.      i    ^^     ''''",'-  '"  '''''"  '"''^"'^^  ^^'^^^^^  fully  oooupv  the  wh.de 

UOIlt  —  .IIIU    OUt'  Of  IILT     bllsv  111   t   le     Ir.int     T-in'-      -...,.,1  1     i  i-      7" 

.  ^  *  ironi  r.irirv,   would    have  little  niiDortimi- 

Stl/rauL!        °^^  ^'"""'■'^   ^''"'""^^  ^^^'^'"^^  placeiutbotS.?rtl\  or 
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the  tncn  to  dig  down  the  bank  in  order  to  form  an  cmbrasnrc, 
which  tlioy  were  forced  to  do  witli  their  hands,  for  the  i»arty  that 
had  carried  oiFtlie  intrenching  tools  had  not  left  us  a  single  shove! 
or  mattock.  JMen  never  worked  with  more  zeal.  Many  of  them 
dug  till  their  fingers  bled.  To  loosen  the  eartli  I  loaded  the  can- 
non and  fired  into  the  gap,  and  they  dug  again  and  I  fired  again 
a  second  time.  Both  these  balls  fell  in  Boston,  one  near  the  meet- 
ing house  in  Brattle  s(}uare,  tlie  otlier  on  Cornhill,  as  I  was  after- 
wards informed  by  Boston  gentlemen.  "^ 

By  this'  time  the  British  liad  landed.     They  learned  tliat  we  had 
cannon  on  the  right  or  most  westwardly  part  of  the  fort,  whiclj  was 
probably  the  reason  they  did  not  attempt  to  flank  us  onihat  quar- 
ter till  the  close  of  the  action.     We  were  not  able  to  use  these 
cannon  in  the  action  because    the  enemy  advanced  and  the  firing 
commenced  before  we  had  time  to- dig  down  the  bank  far  enough 
to  use  them  against  the  enemy.'     Still  as  the  few  shots  t}iat  were 
fired  gave  the  enemy  notice  that  we  liad   artillery  and  prevented 
their  attempting  to  turn  our  right  flank,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a 
very  important    circumstance,  for  had   they  attempted    it,  they 
would  have  succeeded,  and  we  should  not  have  had  more  tlian  a 
shot  or  two  at  them.     T  was  fully  jicrsuaded  that  the  moment  they 
attempted  this  ]>oint,  we  could  no  longer  maintain   our  post,  and 
the  event  showed  that  I  was  not  mistaken,  for  it  was  not  more  than 
four  minutes  after  they  turned  this  Hank,  before  we  were  obliged  to 
retreat.     The  British  troops  had  begun  their  march.     They  M'ere 
steadily  an<l    confidently  advancing   directly  in    our   front.     Our 
men  turned  their  heads  every  minute  to  look  on  the  one  side  fo^ 
their  fellow  soldiers  who  had  gone  olf  with  the  tools  and  for  the 
reinforcements, which  were  expected,  and  on  the  other  to  see  a  sight 
to   most   of    them   new,  a  veteran  enemy  marching  on   firmly  to 
the  attack,  directly  iv  their  front.    It  was  an  awful  moment.    The 
enemy  had  advanced  peiha]>s  half  the  way  from  their  station  to- 
ward us,  and  our  men  seeing  no  reinforcements  began  by  a  simul- 
taneous movement  to  draw  ofl'  from  the  east  side  of  the  redoubt. 

c  Tliese  cannon  were  removed  to  the  space  between   the   breast-work   and 

rail-fence  and  fired  spvoral  times. 

i  Tliey  had  boon  Itdlow  soliliers  in  the  French  war  1755-S,   lived  in  neigh- 
borinj;  towns,  and  were  intimate  friends.  , 
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This,  in  my  opinion,  was  the  vei y  crisis  of  the  diiy,  the  moment 
on  which  evciy  ihin^^  dcpeiuk'fl.  ('ol.  Prescolt  hastenetl  to  ihr-m, 
and  I  followed  him.  Wo  iX'|iiesL'iit('(l  with  e;irnosln<.->s  th:it  tiu-y 
must  not  go  oJj\  tli:U  if  t/ic^  did  all  uoidd  l;o  ;  tlint  it  woidd  dis- 
grace us  to  leave  :il  the  biire  .v/^//^  of  the  eiHMiiy  the  work  we 
had  been  all  night  tiirowing-  u|i,  lliat  we  had  no  exjicctatioii  ol 
being  able  to  huld  our  ground,  but  we  wanted  to  give  tliem  a 
warm  reception,  and  retrtat.  It  is  but  ju.-tiee  to  these  men  to  say 
tliat  they  cheerfully  took  their  places  again,  and  maintained  them 
as  bravely  a.s  any  that  lought  on  that  <hiy.  As  the  enemy  were 
advancing  within  gunshot,  C(d.  l*re.>-cott  and  the  ofKcers  gave  or- 
ders to  tlie  men,  to  take  particular  notice  of  the  fine  coots  and  to 
aim  as  loio  as  the  walsthand,  and  not  to  Hre  till  ordered,  A  fire- 
ing  of  eiglit  or  ten  guns  commenced  before  orders,  at  the  left  ot 
the  redoubt,  but  was  immediately  stopped.  We  wislied  tl»e  fire 
to  be' held  till  the  enemy  were  within  six  ro(hs.  Our  iirst  iire  was 
shockingly  fatal.  Tliere  was  scarcely  a  shot  but  told.  The  ene- 
my were  thrown  into  confusion  and  retreated  a  short  distance. 
Their  lines  were  broken,  and  it  was  some  minutes  before  tliey  had 
conveyed  tlieir  dead  and  wounded  into  their  rear.  A  scattering 
fire  was  still  kept  up  by  our  men.  Tlicy  formed  again  and  ad- 
vanced, and  were  a  second  time  driven  back  in  tlie  same  confu- 
sion. They  formed  a  tliird  time  and  flanked  us.  A  body  of  rein- 
forcements which  had  come  uj)  in  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  gave 
them  a  fire.  At  this  moment,  as  1  understood,  Gen  Warren  fell. 
Our  ammunition  was  now  nearly  expended,  which  the  enemy 
probably  learned  by  those  who  had  fired  away  all  their  ]»owder, 
throwing  stones,  which  were  abundant  in  the  trench.  We  were 
soon  surrounded  on  all  sides.  The  enemy  had  advanced  on  each 
side  of  the  front  of  the  redoubt,  and  were  |>ouring  into  the  gate- 
way. Tlie  day  was  over,  and  we  had  nothing  more  but  to  retre.it 
as  well  as  we  could.  As  I  was  loading  my  gun  the  last  time,  and 
just  withdrawing  the  ramrod,  an  otlicer  sprang  over  the  breast- 
work in  front  ot  me  and  presented  h.is  ]>iece.  I  threw  away  the 
rammer  which  was  in  my  hand,  and  instantly  jdaced  the  muzzle 
of  my  gun  against  his  ricrht  shoulder,  a  little  below  the  coIlar-b.)ne, 
Hnd  iired,  and  he  fell  into  the  trench.  This  was  my  twenty-seventh 
fire  that  day.     The  wound  it  gave  was  in  the  same  place   as   that 
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by  which  Pitcairn  died,  and  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  the  persoii  I 
sliot  answered  the  description  of  that  officer  who  was  found  mori- 
ally  wounded  in  our  trencli.'' 

I  liad  then  a  severe  strn^^deto  escape  out  of  the  lort,  the  i^ate- 
way  of  whicli  was  completely  lilicd  witii  British  soldiers.  I  lield 
my  f^un  broadwise  bc'fore  my  tiice  and  rushed  »«pon  them,  and  at 
first  bore  some  of  them  down,  but  I  soon  lost  my  i^un,  a  remarka- 
bly lonp:  one,  wliicli  I  had  taken  liom  tlie  French  at  Chaml>lee,  in 
the  old  French  war.  I  leai>e<I  nilon  the  heads  of  the  thron'"-  in 
the  gateway  and  fortunately  struck  my  breast  upon  the  liead  of  ;i 
soldier,  ^v\\o  settled  down  under  inc,  so  that  T  came  with  my  feel 
to  the  t^M-ound.  Diiectly  as  I  came  to  the  ground  a  blow  was 
aimed  at  me,  with  the  butt  of  a  gun,  which  missed  my  head  bat 
gave  me  a  severe  contusion  on  the  right  slioulder.  Xumbers 
were  trying  to  seize  me  by  the  arms  but  I  broke  from  them,  an<l 
with  tny  eIl)ows  and  knees  cleared  tlie  way  so  that  at  length  I  uot 
through  the  crowd.  The  last  man  I  passed  stood  alone,  and  the 
thought  struck  me  that  he  might  Icill  me  after  I  had  ])assed  him. 
As  Iran  by  him  I  struck  him  a  blow  across  the  throat  Mith  the 
side  of  my  hand.  I  saw  his  mouth  o[ien,  and  I  have  not  seen  him 
since.  A  shower  of  shot  was  falling  all  around  me  as  I  ran  down 
the  hill.  One  struck  off  my  hat,  several  marked  ray  clothes,  one 
struck  me  in  the  left  hand,  a^d  earned  off  the  forefinger.  Our 
men  were  all  in  advance  of  me,  and  I  was  almost,  if  not  entirelv, 
alone,  from  the  time  I  left  the  fort  till  I  came  to  Charlestown 
Neck,  on  whicl)  there  was  not  a  man  to  be  seen.  I  thoui^ht  it 
might  be  some  i)rotection  from  the  iire  of  the  floating  batteries,  to 
go  behind  the  buildings,  but  on  turning  the  corner  I  found  Col. 
Gerrish  Avith  a  body  of  men  posted  there.  I  said  to  him,  "Colonel 
Gen-ish,  are  you  here  ?     I  hope  to  God  you  will  be   killed,  but  I 

d  The  credit  ofthe^hot  tliat  killcil  Pitouini  lias  boon  iriven  to  Salcrn.  the 
ui'^rro.  Iiut  MS  tour  Imlls  won'  tVmTiil  Uxltrod  in  him,  tlipy  rould  not  all  liave 
been  tired  l>y  vSalcm. — Swctt.  apjunidix.  paire  2").  He  tell  in  the  trendi  of  the 
Itroastwork,  as  d-'scriht'd  by  Col.  U.  (Swett.  patre  4P),  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  wonnd  Croni  his  trun  was  the  fatal  one,  Pitcairn  was  carried  into 
Hoston  and  died  in  a  few  minutes  after  he  was  taken  out  of  the  boat.  Col. 
B.  adds.  "A  sientleman  with  wlioin  I  was  ac<)u;^ii>ted  was  present  when  lie  was 
taki'ii  out  of  the  boat,  and  from  the  description  of  the  wouiul  which  he  exam- 
ined and  2;ave  me  1  had  no  doubt  that  Pitcairn  was  the  man  I  killed." 
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will  not  stay  to  die  with  yon,"  and  took  the  street  acjain.*  IJy  this 
time  I  grew  very  faint  with  fatigue  and  loss  of  hlood.  There  was 
a  horse  tied  by  the  side  of  the  common,  and  I  made  towards  liim 
Col.  James  Varniim  *saw  me  and  came  to  me.  He  took  me  hy  the 
arm  and  led  me  to  the  horse.  While  lie  was  with  me,  the  ball  of 
the  last  cannon  I  heard  that  day  passed  wiihin  a  foot  or  two  of 
me  and  struck  the  ground,  at  a  short  distance  before  me.  We 
found  the  owner  of  the  horse  by  him,  and  he  cheerfully  offered  him 
to  me  10  ride  to  Cambridge." 

Our  loss  was  ]irincipally  on  the  retreat.  Very  few  were  killed 
in  the  fort.  Lieut.  S])alding,  of  Pepperell,  was  killed  in  the  fort 
by  my  si<le,  and  I  stood  over  him  and  fired  a  number  of  times. 

Here  I  want  to  make  a  i'cw  remarks  in  regard  to  Colonel  Pre.s- 
cott.  I  cannot  but  consider  his  case  an  instance  of  the  injustice 
of  history.  He  has  been  neglected,  and  left  almost  unnoticed  in  all 
accounts  of  the  action  thai  I  have  seen.  But  the  truth  is,  that  to 
Colonel  Prescott,  more  than  to  any  other  individual,  we  were  in- 
debted for  the  success  of  the  day.  He  is  now  dead  and  I  am  not 
willing  to  leave  the  world  without  recording  my  testimony  in  his 
favor.'^  He  commanded  the  detachment  that  was  first  ordered  to 
go  on  the  hill,  and  it  was  to  him  that  all  the  officers  and  men 
looked  for  direction  and   exanqile.       He   continued   throucrh   the 

e  Colonel  Brid:ie  was  court-martialed  and  narrowly  escaped  condemnation. 
"Under  the  charge  of  keeping  uuder  cover  too  cautiously  in  the  redoubt." 
Swett,  page  :m. 

Col.  Genish  was  tried  on  tlu~  and  another  charge  by  court-martial  and 
found  guilty  of  "couduct  unworthy  of  an  officer,"  aud  cashiered.  Swett, 
page  .^7. 

f  Swett,  page  3o.  Note. — Colonel  James  Yaruum,  now  of  Drncut,  a  ser- 
geant in  Cobuni's  company,  had  the  top  of  his  hat  shot  otl'and  two  bullets 
tJirou'^h  his  jacket. 

g  He  rode'to  the  headijuarters  if  Gen.  \Yard,  the  Gambrel-Roofed  House 
then  owned  and  occupi,',l  by  Jonathan  Hastin^is,  the  coUeee  steward,  after- 
wards by  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes,  now  made  famous  forever,  by  his  sou  0.  W. 
Holmes"  Puem,  '•The  Gamlirell'.oofed  House."  Here  he  was  received  with 
hospitality,  but  he  told  me  he  k';t  many  bloody  marks  on  the  bed  he  occupi- 
ed, 

h.  In  Spalding's  Memorial,  pue  114,  No.  l'^^'),  "Lieut.  Joseph  Spalding, 
born  April  iii,  1730,  in  Pepptrell.  died  .June  17.  177.5.  Killed  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  Shot  froin  /n.s  horse  .""  He  was  killed  in  the  redoubt  bv  a  can- 
non ball.  Swett,  pa-e  iO,  says:  "The  British  artillery  on  Morton's  JJill 
opened  on  the  Araorioans.  Col.  Prescott  ordered  his  men  to  keep  iinded 
cover  of  the  works,  but  Lieut.  Spalding:,  standing  by  his  side,  had  his  hear 
completely  shot  off  by  a  o.ninon  hall."  Where  was  the  "horse?"  Such 
is  tradition.  Officers  and  men  oi' the  three  regiments  marched  from  Cam- 
bridge to  Bunker  Hill  on  foot. 
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hottest  of  tlie  fi,i,^lit  to  display  adiniraljle  coolnespand  a  self  posses- 
sion, timt  wouM  do  honor  to  the  crveatest  liero  tliat  ever  lived. 
He  gave  his  onk-rs  deliber.itely,  and  how  elFectually  tliey  were 
obeyed  I  need  not  tell.  I  ouolit,  jicrliaps,  to  remark  that  his 
command  was  confined  to  the  fort.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
rail  fence.  In  the  fort  he  M'as  the  sole  commander.  I  state  these 
facts  because  I  know  them  to  be  true.  They  have  been  present 
to  my  mind  ever  since  that  day.  My  impression  then  was  the 
same  that  it  is  now  and  ever  has  been. 

At  this  or  some  other  interview  Col,  !>.  said:  "In  1755  I  en- 
tered the  service  at  the  age  of  about  16  years,  and  served  in  the 
Provincial  army,  in  all,  five  campaigns.  In  1757  I  received  an 
ensign's  commission.  Orders  came  that  all  the  commissioned  oihcers 
in  the  Provincial  army  should  tnke  the  oath  of  allegiance.  It  was 
tendered  to  me  and  I  took  it.  This  oath  ot  allegiance  had  so 
much  influence  upon  my  mind,  that  I  was  unwilling  to  be  active 
in  military  movements  in  the  commcncment  of  the  troubles  witli 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  declined  being  a  candidate  for  the 
command  of  the  minute  men  who  were  raised  in  my  neighbor- 
hood. But  as  soon  as  the  news  of  the  action  nt  Lexington  reached 
■  me,  I  hastened  to  the  si)Ot  and  the  sight  of  the  fellow  citizens 
dead  on  the  field,  in  my  mind  fully  absolved  me  from  my  oath.  I 
was  then  ready  to  engage  heart  and  hand.  I  overtook  the  British 
forces  at  West  Cambridge,  and  made  such  use  of  my  gun,  that  it 
was  said  1  lessened  their  number."'     lie  added  at  another  time  : 

•'The  Ca})lain  of  the  company  of  minute  men  raised  in  Old 
Dunstable  was  taken  sick  at  Cambridge,  and  v.-ent  home  sick,  an.l 
liis  company  followed  him  home.  I  was  sent  for  while  at  Cam- 
bridge by  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety,  and  requested  tcf  bring  that 
company  back,  and  accordingly  consented  to  take  an  order  to 
the  Captain.  He  thought  himself  unable  t«>  go  back  with  his  men, 
and  refused  to  take  command  of  them  again.  By  the  unanimous 
desire  of  the  company,  I  took  the  command  and  immediately 
marched  them  to  Cambridge.*' 

In  order  fully  to  appreciate  the  ciicumstances  of  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  neither  Gen.  Ward 
nor  the  Committee  of  Safety,  nor  Col.  Prescott  had  any  apprehen- 
sion that  there  would  be  a  battle  on  the  17th.  Hence  no  etlicient 
preparations  were  made  to  support  the  force  on  the  Hill.  No  doubt 
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the  cannon  fired  by  Capt.  Bancroft,  the  balls  falling  in  tjje  strei^ts  of 
Boslon,  caused  alarm,  and  indiiceil  Gen.  Gage  to  order  an  imme- 
diate attack.  The  party  under  Col.  Prescott  was  a  mere  in- 
trenching party,  to  build  the  fort,  and  the  detachment  ot'liOO  men 
from  Stark's  troojis  was,  i)rol>a]jly,  inten(ied  to  relieve  Prescott 
and  guard  the  fort.  (Parker's  Monograph,  page  12.)  If  there  wa^ 
any  mistake  in  fortifying  Breed's  Hill  instead  of  Bunker  Hill,  i 
was  no  fault  of  Prescott,  for  Swett  expressly  states  that  the 
works  on  Breed's  Hill  were  laid  out  by  Col.  Gridley.  Gen.  Ward 
hesitated  to  send  reir.lorceiiients  to  Prescott  tearing  that  an  at- 
tack would  be  made  on  Cambrirlge.  The  deficiency  in  the  sup- 
ply of  powder  was  such,  also,  that  there  was  no  intention  to  bring- 
on  a  battle  on  llie  ITlh  of  June. 

Refreshments  for  Prescott's  troops  were  ordered  out  from  Cam- 
bridge, but  the  British  shipping  so  coinpletely  commanded  Charles- 
town 'Neck  that  teams  could  not  [tass,  though  individuals  on  foot 
or  on  horseback  might  do  so.  It  was  not  a  fault  of  General 
Ward,  that  no  refreshments  reached  the  combatants.  General 
Ward  was  also  full  of  apprehensions  that  the  enemy  would  make 
an  attack  on  the  camp  at  Cambridge  and  therefore  would  not 
weaken  his  position  there  by  sending  reinforcements  to  the  Hill. 
It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  army  at  Cambridge  was 
the  army  of  Massachusetts  and  could  be  commanded  only  bv 
Massachusetts  otiicers.  Putnam  could  command  the  Connecticut 
troops,  but  not  those  of  3Iassachusetts.  The  troops  from  Connec- 
ticut and  New  Hampshire  were  volunteers  and  were  commanded 
by  their  own  officers.  It  was  in  July  1775,  that  the  Conoress  of 
the  United  Colonies  took  charge  of  the  war,  and  issued  new 
commissions  to  tiie  Massachusetts  officers, — signed  bv  John  Han- 
cock, President.  It  is  asserted  that  it  was  through  mistake  that 
the  fort  was  built  on  Breed's  Hill,  instead  of  Bunker  Hill.  No 
doubt  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  were  to  fortify  Bunk- 
er Hill.  This  was  at  that  time  the  only  hill  on  the  Charlestown 
peninsula  known  by  name.  It  was  the  highest  point,  but  it  was 
too  far  from  the  enemy  to  annoy  the  army  or  shij»pin<,'.  Breed's 
Hill  was  far  better  adapted  to  the  objects  of  the  expedition.  The 
ground  had  been  previously  reconoitered  by  Putnam  and  Gridlev. 
Swett,  page  20.  Putnam's  plan  was  first  to  fortify  Breed's  and 
then  Bunker  Hill.     He  commenced  an  intrenchment  on  that  hill, 
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and  to  that  v\-ovk  the  intrenching  tools  were  carrierl.  If  time  harl 
been  allowed  to  coini>lcte  tliat  work  the  forces  driven  from 
Breed's  ITill  would  have  made  a  stand  there.  The  dispute  whicli 
delayed  the  coiuTuencing-  of  the  work  (see  Swett  p.  20,)  was  prob- 
ably'on  the  part  of  ]*rescott  insisting  that  his  orders  were  to  for- 
tify Bunker's  Hill,  and  Putnam  and  Gridley  insisting  that  Breed's 
Hill  was  the  proper  place  for  the  fortification. 

For  the  wounds  received  in  this  battle,  Col.  Bancroft  v/as 
placed  upon  the  pension  roll  of  .Alassachusetts  by  the  resolve 
copied  as  follows  : 

"Resolve  entitling  Ebenezer  Bancroft,  Esq,  to  quarter  pay: 
passed  January  26,  1778,  on  the  representation  of  John  Lucas, 
Commissioner  of  Continental  pensions,  in  behalf  of  Ebenezer  Bun- 
croft,  Esq.,  late  a  Captain  in  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridges'  Regiment, 
and  who  was  wounded  in  the  battla  on  the  heights  at  Charles- 
town,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Ebenezer  Bancroft,  Es(i.,  is  entitled  t,o 
quarter  pay,  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  1776." 

The  pension  was  paid  to  him  by  Massachusetts,  until  Congress 
passed  the  law  granting  pensions  to  invalids,  for  wounds  received 
in  the  service  in  tlie  Revolutiouary  War.  His  name  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Pension  Roll  of  the  United  States  and  contin- 
ued to  the  close  of  his  life. 

In  1774  an  act  was  passed   forbidding  the  importation  of   gun- 
})Owder  into  the  Colonies.     A   large  quantity  of  gunpowder  was 
stored  in  ihe  castle  William  and  Mary  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Cochran  with  a  garrison   of  five  men.     The  pat- 
riots of   Portsmouth   and   neighboring  towns,  being  informed  hx 
messages  sent  by  Paul  Reverertliat  tlie  sloops  of  war  Scarborough 
and  Canseau,  with    several    companies   of   British    soldiers,  were 
about  to  be  sent  from  Boston  to  strengthen  the  garrison  and  pro- 
tect the  f  )rt,  determined  at  once  to  sefze  and  carry  off  the  powder. 
Dec.  14.1774  thcv  i:;athered  a  large  com]iany.procured  a  gondola,and 
at  midnight  anchored  near  the  ibrt  and  wading   ashore,  scaled  the 
walls,  seized  .and  imprisoned  the  Captain    and  his  garrison,    broke 
open  the  magazine,  and  took  and  earned  away  about  one  Imndred 
barrelsof  i>owder,  put  it  on  board  the   gondola   and    went  up  the 
river  with  it  to  Durham,  and    there    stored  it  in  the  cellar  of  the 
Congre«^ational  meeting  house.     It  was   afterwards  sent  to  Cam- 
bridge and  did  good  service  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.   (Brews- 
ter's^Rambles,  Vol.  II,  page  IGS,  also  see  24S.) 
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MasoTi^  Noveinher  1,  1<S7T. 
Edward  H.  Spalding,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  loncj  been  in  possession  of  documents,  paper;* 
and  records  relating  to  tlie  early  times  of  Old  Dunstable,  and  as 
you  have  expressed  a  wish  to  incorporate  in  the  book  you  pro- 
pose to  publish  relating  to  Old  Dunstable,  my  letter  to  you  about 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Weld  and  the  monument  erected  to  his  memory. 
also  Mr,  Moore's  article  on  his  visit  to  Mason  and  interview  with 
me,  both  of  which  were  published  in  the  Telegqiph,  and  my  letter 
to  you  on  the  age  of  John  Lovewell,  and  Col.  Bancroft's  {)ersonal 
narrative  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  such  other  papers  re- 
lating to  the  early  times  and  people  of  Old  Dunstable  as  I  may 
choose  to  prepare  ;  in  comjillance  with  your  request  I  now  send 
you  for  that  purpose  the  papers  herein  enclosed.  ' 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  B.  HILL. 
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Having  made  somewhat  extensive  researches  into  the  family 
liistoiy  and  genealogy  of  the  families  of  Farwell's,  Fletcher's  and 
Bancroft's,  who  Avere  among  the  early  residents  in  Old  Dunstahle, 
and  who  resided  princi])ally  in  what  is  now  Tyngsborou"-h  and 
Dunstable,  Mass.,  I  have  thought"it  proper  to  put  on  record  in 
these  sheets,  so  much  of  the  family  history  and  genealogy  of  those 
families  residing  in  those  towns,  as  will  be  of  interest  to  the 
present  and  future  generations  of  those  races.  I  have  also  thou^-ht 
it  might  bo  of  interest  to  add  some  reminiscences  of  persons,  pla- 
ces and  events,  rel.ating  to  individuals  of  those  families,  and  to  lo- 
calitie>  of  those  places  of  which  I  possess  some  knowledge,  by 
means  ol  research  in  ancient  records,  books  and  in  personal  commu- 
nications made  to  me  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  which  I  deem  in- 
teresting and  reliable,  and  which  unless  preserved  in  this  manner 
will  be  likely  to  pass  into  that  oblivion  in  which  all  tradition  de- 
pending on  i)ersonal  memory  alone,  perishes  when  death  seals  up 
the  voice  on  which  it  depends. 

Mr.  Fox's  History  ot  Old  Dunstable  is  invaluable,  and  if  lost 
could  never  be  r(?i)laced.  It  is  not  free  from  errors  and  omissions, 
many,  })erhaps  most  of  which  would  have  been  remedied  or  re- 
moved if  the  work  could  have  had  the  benefit  of  his  final  revision. 
Mr.  Worcester's  Bi-Centennial  Address  is  an  example  of  dilioeut 
research,  resulting  in  complete  success.  It  gives  in  full  detail  the 
original  limits  and  organization  of  the  township,  and  its  division 
and  distribution  into  fourteen  distinct  towns  and  parts  of  towns,  as 
now  constituted;  and  ot  the  municipal  and  political  incidents  for  a 
long  period  of  time  in  each  of  these  towns.  The  History  of  Hollis, 
liis  native  town,  in  the  preparation  of  which  it  is  understood  Jie  is 


68  REMINISCEXCES    OF    OT.T)    DUN'STAIU.K. 


HOW  cno:;ige(l,  iw.d  for  wliioli  lie  li;is  Hbundiint  and  rich  material,  is 
now  looked  for  with  iiiucli  interest.  The  people  of  Tyng-bo- 
rough  and  Dimstahle,  Mass.,  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Nason,  lor  the  History  of  DunstaV>le,  ^Mass.,  now  recently  publish- 
ed by  him.  It  will  be  resorted  to  with  eagerness,  in  many  years 
long  hereafter  to  come,  by  those  who  desire  to  trace  back 
their  relatioushij)  to  families  that  in  the  last  two  liundred 
years  have  resided  in  those  towns.  The  History  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Dunstable,  now  the  First  Congn'gatioaal 
Chui'ch  in  Nashua,  by  the  liev.  Mr.  Alvord,  is  the  fruit  of  much 
research,  and  is  a  very  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  the 
place,  and  of  the  church  of  Old  Dunstabk*  and  ot  the  Congregation- 
al churches  of  the  vicinity.  The  Bi-Centennial  address  of  Professor 
Churchill,  on  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Nas}iua,  is  perfect,  com- 
plete, exhaustive,  leaving  nothing  to  be  added.  It  should  be  pre- 
served in  a  permanent  form,  and  not  be  left  to  the  forgetfulness 
and  oblivion  of  the  columns  of  a  newspai)er. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  trench  upon,  or  go  over  the  ground  oc- 
cupied by  either  of  these  gentlemen.  Mine  is  a  more  humble 
task,  treating  of  individuals  rather  than  of  communities. 

Dunstable  was  granted  in  1073.  At  that  date  on  a  line  west  from 
Dunstable  there  were  no  inhabitants  between  that  town  and  the 
settlements  in  Xew  York  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany  ;  none  north 
short  of  the  French  settlements  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  the 
east  none  short  of  Exeter;  all  the  territory  so  described  Avas  an  un- 
broken wilderness,  inhabited  and  occupied  by  savages,  against 
whose  attacks  there  could  be  no  warning,  guard  or  protection,  and 
from  which  the  settlement  sutleied  severely  for  many  years. 

It  was  the  liftli  town  granted  and  settled  in  'Xew  Hampshire, 
being  preceded  only  by  Portsmouth  and  Dover  in  1623,  and  Ex- 
eter and  Hampton  in  1G38.  These  towns  were  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  New  Hampshire.  Dunstable  was  granted  by  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  a  part  of  the  county  of  Middlesex.  Massachusetts 
claimed  all  the  territory  includetl  by  lines  drawn  east  of  Merri- 
mac  river,  three  miles  distant  therefrom,  from  its  mouth  to  a  point 
three  miles  north  ot  its  northernmost  source,  thence  due  west  to 
the  line  ot  New  York.  To  ascertain  and  nuu'k  the  point  from  which 
this  due  west  line  was  to  be  drawn,  a  commission  was  ai>pointed 
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May  17, 1 052,  consisting  of  Capt.  F^dward  Jolinsou  ancl  Capt.  Si- 
mon Willanl.  Tliey  took  with  them  John  Shennan,  Sergeant  of 
Watertown,  and  Jonathan  Jiiee,  student  at  Harvard  College,  to 
do  the  scientific  work,  and  a  body  of  Indian  guides,  and  proceeded 
up  the  Mcrrimac  river,  to  the  lake  by  them  in  their  report  called 
Winnapusseakit,  to  find  the  northernmost  source  of  the  river. 
This  they  found  and  marked  for  it  upon  a  rock  in  the  lake,  the  let- 
ters, E.  I.  for  Edward  Johnson  and  S.W.  for  Simon  Willard,  \V., 
JOHN"  EXDICOT,  GOV.,  for  worshipful  John  Endicot  Gover- 
nor,  and  reported  that  "the  latitude  of  the  })lace  was  44  degrees 
and  forty  minutes  and  twelve  seconds,  besides  those  minutes 
which  are  to  be  allowed  for  the  three  miles  more  Xortli  which  i-uu 
into  the  Lake." 

This  insciiption,  long  "lost  to  sight,"  was  discovered  about  the 
year  1830,  and  is  described  in  a  letter  to  John  Farmer  from  Phil- 
ip Carrigan,  many  years  Secretary  of  State  ot  Xew  Hampshire, 
and  author  of  the  earliest  accurate  ma[>  of  the  State.  See  X.  11. 
Historical  col.  vol.  4,  p.  104. 

Massacliusettsthus  claiming  the  territory,  made  the  grant  ot  this 
township.  The  claim  was  not  acquiesced  in  by  the  government 
and  proprietors  of  New  nam[»shire.  They  insisted  that  the  ju- 
risdiction and  title  to  a  large  portion  of  this  territory  was  with 
them.  The  controversy  for  a  peiiod  commencing  long  before 
1G52,  and  continuing  long  after  that  date,  retarded  the  settlement 
of  all  the  country  west  of  3Ierrimac  river,  and  left  Dunstable  for 
a  long  period  the  only  settlement  in  what  is  now  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, except  sonie  towns  in  Rockingham  county,  and  thus  exposed 
without  protection  of  neighboring  settlements  to  Indian  incur- 
sions by  which  it  was  for  a  long  jieriod  harrassed.  This  contro- 
versy was  finally  settled  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  Xew  Hampshire, 
and  in  1741  the  line  was  run  between  the  States  and  established 
where  it  now  is.  The  establishing  of  this  line  was  liighly  beneficial 
to  the  State  and  country  at  large,  and  was  at  once  followed  by  the 
granting  of  townships  and  settlement  of  lands  in  the  vicinity,  but 
it  was  most  disastrous  to  the  town  of  Dunstable.  It  lefl  a  lar^e 
proportion  of  its  inhabitants  and  wealth  in  Massachusetts,  but  the 
meeting  house,  the  graveyard,  and  ministei  in  Xew-IIampshire. 
It  caused  confusion  in  the    atlairsof  the  town  and    church,  result- 
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iiig  in  the  dismissal  of  the  niinister,  tlie  division  of  tlic  churcli, 
'  Td  it  was  Tn:uiy  years  hclore  jionco  uiid  order  and  good  will  was 
restored  to  these  covered  C(»riunnnities.  This  line  so  run,  i»:;h>cd 
through  tlie  Bancroft  farm,  tlien  owned  l)y  Lt.  Timothy  Banciofl, 
leaving  a  j)art  of  his  farm  in  New  ILimi»shire,  but  dwelling  house 
and  most  of  the  farm  in  IMassachusetts. 

I  trust  no  apology  will  be  needed  for  the  frequent  mention 
made  by  me  of  the  namo  of  Col.  IJaucroft.  My  mother  was  his 
daughter.  She  died  at  the  early  age  of  27  years,  leaving  my  twin 
brother  and  me  her  only  childien,  but  seven  months  old.  He  al- 
ways took  interest  in  our  welfare.  I  spent  much  lime  in  my  early 
days  in  his  fiimily.  3Iost  of  the  years  3  824,  5,  G  and  7  I  passed  at 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge  and  in  the  office  oi  Benjamin  31. 
Farley,  in  Ilollis,  in  the  study  of  law,  and  in  Dunstable, 
now  Nashua,  in  the  practice  of  my  profession.  Duiing  these 
years  I  sj^ent  much  time  M'itb  Col.  Bancroft,  which  Avas  large- 
ly devoted  to  conversation  about  the  old  times  of  Old  Dunsta- 
ble, and  to  details  of  his  services  and  experiences  in  the  Indian  and 
French  and  Revolutionary  wars.  Of  these  conversations  I  took 
careful  minutes  at  the  time,  and  at  once  entered  the  substance  of 
tliem  in  a  book  which  is  now  before  me.  When  residing  in  Dunsta- 
ble I  obtained  from  Moody  D.  Lovewell,  in  whose  keei)ing  it 
was,  the  loan  of  the  original  book  of  records  of  the  townshijj.  Of 
this  book,  which  was  then  in  a  very  dilapidated  slate,  but  Ijaving 
apparently  all  the  original  leaves,  and  also  of  some  loose  sheets  tied 
up  with  it,  I  made  a  careful  copy,  word  for  word,  leaving  blank 
spaces  where  the  leaves  were  broken  or  worn  out  by  use,  from  the 
first  entries  in  1G73  to  the  year  1700,  and  from  that  date  oi  every 
thing  that  I  thought  might  be  of  use  or  interest  up  to  the  last 
date  in  the  year  1738.  These  copies,  thus  made  by  me,  are  the 
authority  for  much  which  1  state  in  my  narrative.  1  had  at  the 
same  time  the  plan  made  by  Col,  Blanchard  of  the  location  of 
lots  in  the  township,  loaned  to  me  by  Frederick  F.  French,  Esq. 
Also  the  fast  book  of  the  records  of  Dunstable,  commencing  about 
the  year  1744,  which  I  am  informed  is  not  now  in  the  clerk's  olHce 
and  can  not  be  found.  This  I  had  from  Daniel  Abbott,  Esq.,  the 
town  clerk.  These  books  and  the  plan  I  returned  to  the  persons 
from  whom  I  had  them.     Col.  Bancroft  also,  at  the  times  stated. 
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coinnuuiicated  to  me  a  gieat  many  tacts  and  incidents  relating  to 
persons  and  events  in  the  early  times  ot  Old  Dunstable,  of  wliicli 
I  took  notes    and   made    record    in   the  manner  above  stated. 

JIIGIITS  GU ANTED  IJY,  AXD  TITLES  DEIUVEO  FKOM  THE  CHAKTEK  OF 
OLD  DUN'STAIJLE. 

The  grant  to  the  Petitioners,  of  which  a  copy  will  be  found  in 
Fox,  page  14,  conveyed  to  them  the  absolute  lee  simj^le  of  this 
very  large  tract  of  land,  worlii  now  with  its  buildings  and  improve- 
ments millions  ot  dollars,  on  the  sole  conditions  that  "a  iarm  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  upland  and  meadow  be  laved  out  of  this 
tract  for  the  country's  use,  and  that  tliey  proceed  in  settling 
the  Plantation  so  as  to  tinish  it  (out)  within  three  years,  and  pro- 
vide and  maintayii  an  able  and  orthodox  minister  amongst  them." 

These  proprietors  were  a  sort  of  organized  body  which  had  au- 
thority to  make  grants  of  this  land,  which  they  were  by  law  or 
custom  bound  to  do,  to  such  j>ersons  as  they  received  as  inhabitants. 
These  grants  were  a  ten  acre  lot  for  a  house  lot,  and  a  thirty  acre 
a  twenty  acre  or  a  ten  acre  right,  according"  to  the  ability  of  the 
settler  in  worldly  means.  These  grants  were  made  to  settlers  by  a 
vote  of  the  proprietors,  and  a  committee  called  "lot  laiers"  was 
a])pointed,  sulyect  to  changes  and  additions,  to  lay  out  the  lots 
from  time  to  time  voted  to-  new  comers.  These  "lots"  were  su 
construed  that  a  "thirty  acre  right"  would  entitle  the  settler  to 
about  500  acies.  One  would  search  in  vain  in  the  public  records 
ot  Massachusetts  or  New  Hampshire  for  these  original  grants. 
They  were  conveyed  by  no  deed,  but  were  recorded  in  a  book  kept 
tor  that  purpose  by  the  propiietors.  This  book,  when  I  resided 
at  Nashua,  was  in  the  keeping  of  Moody  D.  Lovewell,  Esq.,  who 
kindly  gave  me  the  loan  of  it,  and  to  whom  I  returned  it.  It 
may  be  now,  and  certainly  ought  to  be,  found  in  the  city  clerk.s 
office,  but  on  a  search  some  years  ago  I  did  not  lind  it  there. 

As  a  sample  of  the  "laying  out"  take  the  following  : 

Laid  out  to  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  his  heirs  and  assins  forever,  his 
30  acre  lot  purchased  of  the  town  of  Dunstable,  with  seventy  acre^ 
of  his  2nd  division  more  or  less,  thereunto  adjoining,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  viz  :  upon  the  county  highway  from  Chelms- 
ford, east  by  two   stakes  angularly   upon  the  home   lot  of  Samuel 
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Wunicr,  Sen.,  soutli  by  a  pine  tree  niarke<l  on  tliu  west  sl«le  of 
Philips  hill,  and  by  the  second  division  of  Samuel  Warner,  soutl'- 
westand  west  by  inarked  trees  until  it  touches  upon  a  whit  oake, 
commonly  called  wood  chuck  tree  and  ironx  thence  by  niaikeil 
trees  to  a  small  white  oake  on  the  nortli  side  of  Spectacle  liill,  with 
a  heep  of  stones  about  it,  and  from  thence  by  Sanniel  \V'^arnei-'s 
eighty  poles  or  thereabouts  to  a  ])ine  tree  marked  TW  &  SW 
bounded  also  on  the  home  lot  of  Mr.  John  Hay  ward,  northerly  fif- 
ty and  six  poles,  by  too  stakes  aforesaid  and  a  ]tine  tree  on  the 
south  of  witch  Spring,  and  partly  on  the  ministrys  home  lot, 
through  the  midst  of  a  small  swnmj>,  and  close  by  the  soutli  side  of 
Sponge  ]\redo  dii-ectly  to  the  line  of  Mistci-  S;"ivage's  land,  formerly, 
now  tlie  land  of  mrs.  mary  tinge,  and  so  nmning  along  till  it  comes 
to  an  heaj)  of  stones,  which  is  a  corner  of  the  first  settled  ministers 
wood  lot,  the  whole  extending  a  full  mile  in  length  and  from  that 
lieep  of  stones  to  a  small  aslie  tree  in  a  swamp  southerly  twenty 
and  fbur]»oles,  and  from  thence  by  the  line  of  the  ministers  wood- 
lot  seventy  poles  to  a  double  pine  tree  marked  T  W  it  M  and 
thence  running  eastward  twenty  and  two  poles  to  the  afuresaid 
pine  tree  marked  TW  &  SW  the  whole  tract  lying  in  the 
form  following.  east  -J 

laid  out  by  Kobert  Parris 
& 
John  Cumings 
Dunstable,  April  11,  1G84   The  lot  above  described  Avas  allowed 
to  be  recorded  to  the  Reverant  Mr  Thomas  Weld  by  us 

Peter  Bulkly 
Jonathan  Tynge 
John  Cummings 
Another  name  illegible. 

This  may  have  been  a  lucid  description  at  that  time,  buf  it 
would  be  a  difhcult  problem  now  either  to  put  it  upon  paper  or  lo- 
cate it  on  the  land.  In  answer  to  en(|uiry.  Col.  B.  stated,  "Spec- 
tacle Hill  is  on  this  farm  "which  is  the  south  bound  of  Mr.  Weld's 
farm."  It  is  probable  that  the  land  located  as  above  was  adjoining 
the  ministerial  lot  in  which  Mr.  Weld  lived,  and  that  theM.  in  the 
corner  marked  T.W.  and  M.was  a  corner  of  the  ministerial  lot.  He 
added  "the   first  meeting  house  was   on  the  land  As'here  Joseph 
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Flellier's  barn  now  stands.  The  second  was  on  Ciimniings  Pol- 
lard's farm,  about  twenty  rods  Ironi  t)je  i,Meat  road,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  leading  out  ol  the  river  road,  about  two  rods  west 
of  the  great  rock.  There  was  a  large  coniniou  around  it."  The 
principal  settlement  when  the  State  lino  was  run  was  in  this  j)art 
of  the  town.  Here  was  the  minister's  house,  the  meeting  Louse,  the 
grave  yard,  the  residence  of  the  Tyngs,  Blanchards,  Fi-enclies  and 
Farwells.  The  dwelling  house  of  the  Kev.  Mi:  I'rentiss  was  lately 
and  I  presume  is  now  standing.  It  was  a  narrow  two  story  house 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  line  of  the 
State,  and  when  I  last  knew  of  it  was  occupied  by  Mr,  Sherburne. 

He  added  "John  Curanungs  (whose  wife  was  killed  in  the  Indian 
attack  on  Weld's  garrison,  see  Fox,  page  81,)  lived  on  the  farm 
where  Br.  Cutler  lives.  Cunnning's  arm  was  broken.  He  lay  in 
the  swamp  west  of  my  house  over"night,  and  the  next  day  made  his 
esca])e  to  the  garrison  near  Tyngsborough  village.  These  facts  as  to 
this  Indian  attack,  (detailed  iuUy  in  Fox,)  I  had  from  Dea.  Col- 
burn  who  was  then  in  active  life  and  knew  all  the  circumstances." 

In  ansuer  to  my  enquiries  about  the  "farms  and  farmers"  he 
stated:  "Tyng's  farm  bounded  on  Chelmsford  line  and  extended  to 
Westford  and  north  to  the  brook  at  Tynsboroiigli  meeting  house. 
The  next  was  Waldo's  which  extended  fromTyng's  to  the  mouth  of 
Howard's  brook.  Wheeler'^  from  Waldo's  to  the  ferry  by 
Pollard's.  Turners  farm  was  Tyng's  woods.  The  artillery  fjirm 
was  north  of  Nashua  river.  Brenton's  farm  was  east  of  the  M. 
river." 

Again  he  says,  "I  have  always  understood  ]Mr.  Weld  was  buried 
under  the  great  stuno  and  Mr.  Prentiss  by  him." 

"The  State  line  occasioned  the  difficulty  which  led  to  the  dis- 
mission of  Mr.  Swan.  Mr.  Swan's  wife  was  a  Blanchard.  Mr. 
Prentiss  was  esteemed  a  scholar  and  a  man  of  talent.  His  wife 
was  a  sister  of  Judge  Tyng  "  '. 

"The  meeting  house  in  which  Mr.  Bird  preached  was  changed 
to  a  dwellmg  house  and  as  such  is  now  occupied  by  Hon.  Jes'^e 
Bowers." 

Any  one  not  accustomed  to  read  or  copy  these  ancient  records 
would  be  liable  to  make  mistakes  and  sometimes  ludicrous 
ones-  entirely/  mistaking  and    perverting  the  sense    and    mean- 
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ing  of  the  original.  Of  this  I  (iiul  some  iiislaiices  in  what  i»ur|»ort.s 
to  be  copies  in  Mr.  Alvord's  History.  Page  0,  secoml  line  from 
the  toj),  reads  "laid  Out  for  the  county's  use."  It  shoiiM  be  coun- 
try's use,  that  is  for  the  future  disposition  of  the  General  Court. 

Such  reservations  were  common  in  grants  made  by  the  General 
Court,  but  none  will  ever  be  found  "for  the  county's  use." 

Page  seven  reads  "that  Mr.  Weld  be  suited  to  continuance.^ 
The  original  is  incited. 

To  illustrate  the  remarkable  variations  on  the  Stli  page  I  place 
tlie  original  record  and  Mr.  Alvord's  copy  in  ])arrllel  columns.  I 
add  that  a  thirty  acre  lot  is  30  acres  of  hind  and  no  more,  a  3u 
acre  rir/ht  is  30  acres  of  land,  and  a  right  to  a  share  in  the  whole 
r28,000  acres  granted  by  the  charter. 

MB.  ALVOKd's  COPr.  ORIGIXAL  RECORD. 

Oct.  9,  1GS2.  •                           Oct.  0,  1G.S2. 

Voted   that   Mr.    Weld  shall  Voted  that   Mr.    Weld  shall 

have  a  twenty  acre  lot,  paying  have  a  twenty  acre  lot,  paving 

charges  as  others  were  paid  and  charges  as  others  have  i)aid,  and 

l)aying  tor  his  labor  his  charges  as  paying  for  the  future  as  others 

others  are.     Voted  that  there  be  do.     Voted  that  there  be  anotli- 


another  divison  of  land  to  make 
up  every  man  a  thirty  acre  lot, 
according  to  which  consideration 
every  thirty  acre  man  and  those 
paying   according  to    their  pro- 


er  division  of  land  to  make  up 
every  thirty  acre  lot  500  acres, 
and  so  less  lots  according,  ujion 
which  consideration  every  thir- 
ty acre  man  and  those  less 
jiortions  do  oblige  themselves  to     according     to     proportion    doe 


}.ay  twenty  shillings  m  money 
towartls  the  building  of  a  meet- 
ing house,  said  house  to  be  built 
within  one  year  after  the  date 
hereof,  according  to  the  dimen- 
sions of   the  meetino;  house  in 


oblige  themselves,  to  ]iaie  twen- 
ty in  money  towai-ds  the 
buihling  of  a  meeting  house 
to  be  built  within  a  year  after  the 
date  hereof,  according  to  the  di- 
mentions  of  the  meetinc:  house 


Groton,  and  also  that  a  person  be  in  Groaton;  and  also  that  a  per- 

appointed  to  demand  and  collect  son  be  ajiointcd  to  demand  and 

of    such  persons  as  have  lands  collect  of  such  jiersons  as  have 

within  the  bounds  of  the  town,  larmes  within  the  bounds  of  the 

what  they  will  voluntarily  give  town,  Avhat  they  will  voluntarily 

towards  this  work,  the  money  to  give    towards     this     work,   tjie 

be  paid  in  }>art  when  tlie  work  is  money  to  be  paid  one  half  when 

half   done,  and    the    remainder  the  work   is  halt  done,  and  the 

when  the  whole  work  or  building  remainder  when  the  whole  work 

is  completely  finished.  or   building    is  comjdetely   fin- 

i  shed. 


BEMINISCKNCKS    OK    OJ.D    DUNSTAUM: 


There  is  manifestly  aj^rcat  (VifTerence  in  the  iinjwrt  oftliese  two 
statements  ot  the  doings  of  the  town  at  tliis  ineetin:,'.  There  was  no 
wiich  thing  possible  umler  the  charter  as  "division  to  make  uji  every 
man  a  thiity  acre  lot.'''  The  titles  under  the  charter  and  by-laws 
of  the  town  were  a  thirty,  a  twenty  and  a  ten  acre  r/y<^  according 
to  the  wealth  and  means  of  the  party  received  as  an  iidiabitant,  and 
also  to  a  like  proportional  right  to  all  the  ungranted  parts  of  the 
128,000  acres  included  in  the  townshiji.  The  proprietor  of  the 
thirty  acre  right  could  claim  no  more  of  the  common  land  until  the 
pro})netors  voted  to  make  a  di\ision.  That  they  did  at  tliis  meet- 
in"-,  by  voting  for  another  division,  "to  make  up  every  thirty  acre  lot 
500  acres,'\s;c.,  a  vei-ydifferont  thing  from  voting  to  make  uj)  every 
man  a  thirty  aci'c  lot.  The  i.rojirietors  could  continue  to  vote 
a  second  and  third  division, tfee,  until  all  the  comTnon  land  should 
be  divided. 

In  those  days  the  farms  of  settle<l  ministers  were  not  taxed  in 
these  towns.  IMr,  Weld  was  not  settled,  that  is  ordained,  until 
1685.  The  grant  to  him  of  a  twenty  acre  right  in  lO'^'i  was  not 
made  to  him  as  a  minister,  but  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  town, 
and  the  condition  of  the  grant  was  that  he  should  "pay  as  other* 
have  paid,  and  i>ay  for  the  futui-e  as  others  do,"  showing  that 
though  owned  by  a  minister  it  was  not  to  be  exempt  from  chai-ges. 

What  can  be  the  meaning  ,of  the  terms  "[laying  for  his  labor  liis 
charges  as  others  are"  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover.  Mr.  Al- 
vord's  copy  leaves  out  entirely  the  "division  of  500  acres,"  which 
was  the  most  important  pouit  of  the  doings  of  the  meeting. — 
Equally  unfortunate  is  the  change  of  the  word  forrn(s  to  Jand-^. 
The  owners  of  the  fdrmes  here  spoken  of  lived  some  in  Boston, 
Cambridge,  Woburn,  Beverly,  iNIarblehead,  Salem  and  perhaps, 
other  places.  These  fiirms  were  not  thirty  acre  rights,  and  ot 
course  were  not  included  in  the  assessment  of  twenty  shillings. 
They  were  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  individuals  before  the 
arrant  of  the  town.  This  assessment  was  to  be  collected  by  the 
town  collector.  Iletmd  no  assessment  against  these  farms,  and 
it  was  perfectly  proper  that  a  person  (not  the  collector.)  should  be 
appointed  to  "demand  and  collect  of  such  persons  as  have  farms 
within  the  bounds  of  the  town,  what  they  will  voluntarily  give;" 
nor  would  it  be  congruous    after  voting   an  assessment  on  every 
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thirty  ac-e  lot  and  right,  to  appoint  .1  pewon  "to  iletuand  and  col- 
lect of  such  persons  as  have  lands  within  the  bounds  of  the 
town,"  (whicli  of  course  einl)r:y;es  all  who  own  lands  by  whatever 
title)  "what  they  will  voluntarily  give."  Again  the  change  of 
the  record  from  "the  money  to  be  paid  h.alf  when  half  tiic  work 
is  done,"  to  "part  when  half  the  work  is  done,"  is  no  imjtrovement. 

The  record  of  the  Selectmen's  meeting,  17th  of  October,  1G87, 
is  equally  unfortunate.  I  present  the  copy  and  original  in  par- 
allel. 

At  a  Seloctinens  meeting  Oct.  At  a  Selectmens  meeting  Oct' 
10,  16S7,  it  was  ordered  that  10,  1687.  It  was  ordered  that 
every  thirty  neve  lot  shall  bring  every  BO  acre  )-t'r/ht  shall  brincr 
in  to  Mr.  Welds,  a  cord  of  wood  in  to  Mi-.  Weld  a  cord  of  wood 
and  so  soon  as  able  every  lot  by  and  so  proportiojiahle  every  lot, 
the  20th  of  November  af/ai)ist  by  the  20tli  of  Nov.  upoji  the 
the  forfeiture  of  ten  shillings  ibr  forfeiture  of  10  shillings,for  want 
want  of  every  cord  thatdoes  not  of  every  cord  that  does  not  come 
come  in  according  to  that  time,  in  according  to  the  time.  Jjy 
By  order  of  the  Selectmen.  order  of  tlie  Selectmen. 

John  Ctx^nnxGS,  Clkuk.  John  Cummixgs,  Clerk, 

I  copy  a  document  entered  upon  the  records  without  date,  but 
undoubtedly  before  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Weld,  which  shows  what 
was  the  agreement  and  understanding  of  the  non-resident  propri- 
etors, and  of  the  inhabitants,  as  follows  : 

"We  whose  names  are  hereunto  written.  Proprietors  of  lands 
within  the  township  of  Dunstable,  in  New  England,  being  desir- 
ous of  the  increase  and  flouiishing  of  said  plantation  ;  one  chief 
means  whereof,  under  God,  is  the  settling  of  a  pious  and  able  min- 
ister there;  the  present  number  of  inhabitants  being  so  small  as 
that  they  are  unable  to  bear  the  charge  of  a  comfortable  mainten- 
ance for  any  such.  For  encouragement  therefore  to  so  good  a 
work,  we  do  therefore  freely  promise  and  engage,  each  one  for 
ourselves,  yearly  to  contribute  and  pay  upon  demand,  unto  tlie  Se- 
lectmen of  said  town,  or  their  order,  for  the  use  of  the  minister  in 
said  town,  in  money  tlie  summe  of  fifleen  shillings  per  annum 
for  a  thirty  acre  right  of  land  there,  and  in  like  proportion  for  a 
greater  or  lesser  quantity  of  land,  that  each  of  us  have  there,  from 
the  first  day  of  May  instant,  until  such  time  as  we  come  to  settle 
and  improve  our  lands,  and  then  to  pay  in  proportion  with  other 
inhabitants. 
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By  a  thirty  acre  tight,  \vc  mc;in  thirty  acres  in  tlie  homestead, 
or  town  lot,  witli  all  other  divisions  of  land,  that  are  already  laid 
out,  with  all  the  jivivileges  and  .ii>purtennnces  belonging  to  said 
thirty  acres,  which  are  at  jircsent  five  hnndred  acres,  here  called  a 
thirty  acre  right,  idways  ])rovided  tlint  the  subscribers  nnd  their 
successors,  be  wholly  lieed  frojn  all  other  town  rates  and  charges, 
until  they  settle  on  said  lands,  and  become  inhabit.Mnts  there,  also, 
that  when  there  come  to  be  more  jtrojtrietors,  ajid  that  the  above 
rate  of  fifteen  shillings,  with  Avhat  the  inhabitants  are  to  pay, 
amounts  to  more  than  fifty  ponixls  jier  annum,  tlien  every  man. 
to  be  abated  in  proportion. 

In  witness,  whereof,  we   have   subscribed  our   names   the   day 
aboved  mentioned  who  are  non-residents. 
Jno.  Ilarwood,  1  whole  lot  Peter  Bnlkeley, 

Thaddeus  Mackerty,  1  lot,  ,  Elisha  Hutchinson  30  s, 

Jno.  Jacob,  1  lot,  15  s.,  Sampson  Sheafe  1  lot. 

For  my  1-5  of  Capt.  Scarlet's  lot,  3  s.,  Jonathan  Tyng,  45  s., 

George  ilarch,  for  Tuiiier's  1-2  lot, 7s.  6  d.,  Jno  ITubbaid  15  s., 
John  Hayward,  30  acre  lot,  John  Conrey, 

Thomas  Clarke,         do.  JohnViale, 

This  document,  drawn  up  with  accuracy  and  skill  and  schol- 
arship fiir  beyond  that  exhibited  by  any  town  clerk  of  old  Dun- 
stable, shows  what  was  a  thirty  acre  right  and  also  that,  the  non- 
resident proprietors  were  not  liable  to  be  taxed  for  building  a 
meeting  honse,  and  the  propriety  of  the  vote  that  "a  person  be 
appointed  to  demand  and  collect  of  such  persons  as  have 
farms  M'ithin  the  borders  of  the  town,  what  they  will  voluntarily 
give  toward  the  work,"  that  is,  the  building  of  the  meeting  house. 
John  Curaniings  the  town  clerk  was  directed  to  make  a  transcript 
of  this  agreement  into  the  town  books,  and  his  charge  for  the 
same  was  allowed  and  paid.  I  thhik  the  copy  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  Mr.  Weld." 

CAPT.      WIIXIA5I     TVXg's      "snow-shoe"      EXPEDITION',      AND      SOME 
NOTICES    OF    THE     TYNG    FAMILY. 

Col.  Bancroft's  narrative  of  Capt.  William  Tyng's  expedition 
in  command  of  the  "snow-shoe"  men  in  the  winter  of  1703,  against 
Old  Harry,  is  as  follows  : 

"William  Tyng  was  Captain  of  a  company  that  marched  to  Con- 
necticut river  to  protect  the  Decrfield  and  Hatfield  people.     He 
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was  also  sent  out  witli  a  (U'tachtnL'iit  t(^  kill  Old  Ifany.  His  or- 
ders, which  I  luivf  scon,  wcrefioiu  ihc  G(n'ernor  "to  de.-itroy  liim 
root  and  branch,"  which  he  did.  Old  flarry  was  a  traitor.  Jle 
protended  frioiid.sliii»,  and  was  recoivod  with  confidence  by  the 
settlers,  but  it  was  found  that  ho  led  and  <lirecled  attacks  of  the 
Indians  He  led  attacks  <»n  Dunstable,  Tywj^  executed  his  or- 
ders effectually,  lie  tbund  Old  Harry's  canii).  He  was  out  liunt  ■ 
ing.  Tyng  got  what  information  he  could  from  his  squaw.  He 
waited  till  ho  came  home  and  killed  him.  Old  Harry  lived  up  tlie 
river  towai-ds  Winnipiseogeo  Lake." 

"To  rovrard  this  act  the  General  Court  of  ^lassachusetts,  granted 
to  the  company,  the  town  of  Manchester.  Tlie  Province  line  was 
run  betore  they  liad  full  i»ossession  of  the  gi-ant.  The  Dorry  folks 
attacked  Chamberlain  and  Butterfield,  two  of  the  settlers,  and  drove 
them  off  with  violence.  Thoie  v\-as  a  great  enmity  between  our 
folks  and  the  Irish  fromDerry.  Some  of  our  folks  from  this  town 
went  there  to  drive  thorn  away.  One  of  them  went  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  McGregore  and  provoked  him  so  much  that  lie  gave  him  a 
severe  whipping.  The  next  Sunday  evening,  he  confessed  to  his 
church  his  fault,  in  giving  away  to  anger,  and  was  ananimousi  1/ 
forgiven.'''' 

"After  the  Revolution  the  heirs  of  tlie  members  of  this  company, 
ap}tlied  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  a  compensation 
lor  the  loss  of  the  Manchester  grant,  and  a  township  was  o-raiit- 
ed  to  them  in  Maine,  to  be  located  anywhere  east  of  Saco  river, 
adjoining  lands  already  granted.  Dea.  Aaron  Chamberlain,  of 
Chelmsford  and  I  were  appointed  to  locate  the  grant,  which  we 
did.  My  claim  to  this  is  derived  from  Henry  Farwell,  my  grand- 
f-ither,  who  was  one  of  the  company,  whether  an  otKcer  I  do  not 
know.  I  think  Tyng's  lieutenant  was  Samuel  Gould,  the  father 
of  Mark  Gould.  The  township  selected  by  ns  was  Wilton,  Me.. 
A  list  of  the  names  of  the  company  that  killed  Old  IlaiTV  may  be 
found  with  the  town  clerk,  of  Wilton,  Me.,  or  with  Col.  Silas 
Gould,  the  Proprietor's  clerk,  in  Wilton." 

This  township  of  Wilton  was  divided  into  lots  of  160  acres, 
apportioned  among  the  proprietors  according  to  their  several  in- 
terests. Of  the  lots  belonging  to  Col.  Bancroft  he  assigned  two 
to  each  of  his   daugliters,    six   in   number.     The  lots  assigned  to 
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my  Diotlicr,  wlio  <lied  leaving  me  fm<l  my  twin  brother  infants, 
about  sev«;n  months  ohl,  remained  in  iiis  hands  unsold  till  we  in 
1817  entered  Harvard  Colk't,^e.  Tli-jy  were  then  sold  by  him  and 
the  proceeds  api)liod  towards  ])ayinent  of  our  expenses  in  collec^e. 
And  now  I  find  a  question  made,  whether  tliis  expedition  was 
not  conuuandcd  b}'  Ca})t.  Joiiu  Tynij;  and  not  William  Tyng,  as 
stated  by  Col.  Bancrott,  and  am  referred  to  Fox,  p.'ige  77,  as  prov- 
ing that  it  was  Capt.  John  Tyng.  In  Potter's  Manchester,  page 
201,  203,  the  story  is  told  of  the  grant  of  Manchester,  to  tiie 
heirs  of  the  snow  shoe  men,  under  Capt.  William  Tyng,  and  jnib- 
lic  documents  are  cited  and  copied  in  which  his  name  is  frequently 
and  constantly  used.  On  examination  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is 
no  ground  for  controversy,  that  Col.  Bancroft  is  right,  and  Mr. 
Fox  is  right.  The  expedition  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Tyng, 
was  to  Pequacket,  and  is  not  stated  to  have  been  on  "snow  shoes." 
That  of  Capt.  William  Tyng  Avas  towards  and  near  to  Winnipis- 
seogee  Lake,  and  was  the  '-^first  snow  shoe  expeditioyi^^  and  this 
most  iiu[)ortant  matter  is  wholly  omitted  by  Mr.  Fox.  The  gov- 
ernment furnished  snow  shoes  to  enable  soldiers  to  march  in  the 
winter  into  the  camps  and  villages  of  the  Indians  It  is  well  known 
that  a  man  will,  in  winter,  travel  very  much  farther  in  a  day  on 
snow  shoes  than  without  them,  and  the  Indians  finding  that  the 
deep  snows  of  winter  were  no  protection  from  hostile  attacks,  soon 
after  this  expedition  withdrew  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  set- 
tlements. The  whole  story  of  the  grant  of  Manchester,  to  the 
heirs  of  Capt.  "Wm.  Tyng's  company  of  "snow  shoe  men  ;"  of  the 
quarrels  between  Harry's  town  aud  Derry,  and  our  folks  and  the 
Irish,  is  left  out  of  Fox.  Potter,  page  205,  date  18  June  1736.  "'In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  ordered  that  the  new  township  late- 
ly granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  company  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Wm.  Tyng,  deceased,  lying  on  the  east  side  ol 
Merrimack  river,  commonly  called  Old  Harry's  town,  be  and  here- 
by is  declared,  and  determined  to  belong  to  and  henceforward  to 
be  accounted  a  i)art  of  Middlesex.  This  township  thus  granted 
was  called  Tyngstown,  in  honor  of  Maj.  Wm.  Tyng,  of  Dunstable, 
who  led  the  exjjedition  in  1703,  on  snow  shoes  as  far  as  Winnepis- 
siokee  Lake  and  killed  six  of  the  enemy."  The  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature states  Wm.   Tyng's  expedition   to  have   in    1703,  and  the 
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number  of  the  enemy  kille^l  to  be  six,  the  place  neartlie  Winnejiis- 
Biokee  Lake.  Tliat  of  Caj)i.  John  Tyng,  Fox  states  to  Iiave  been  in 
1703-4,  that  is  1704,  and  the  jtlace  Pequockett,  and  tlio  number 
killed,  five,  so  here  is  a  difTerence  in  the  year,  in  the  names  of  Cap- 
tains and  of  places,  and  of  the  numbers  killed. 

The  truth  is  there  were  two  winter  expeditions  from  Dunstable? 
one  under  Ca])t.  William  Tyng,  the  otlier  under  Cupt.  John  Tyng' 
one  in  1703,  the  other  in  170-1,  one  to  Winnepissiogee  Lake,  the 
other  to  Pequackett ;  one  killed  six  of  the  Indian  enemy,  the  other 
five;  one  Vv^as  the  '-first  snow-shoe  expedition,"  the  other  proba1>ly 
on  snow  shoes  but  second  or  subsequent;  one  inserted  in  Fox's 
Dunstable,  the  other  omited.  The  whole  story  is  told  in  the  nar- 
rative of  Col,  Bancroft  and  in  Potter's  Manchester. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  controversy  that  has  arisen  in  regard  to 
these  brothers,  John  Tyng  and  W-illiam  Tyng.  The  Brinley  pa- 
pers say  that  William  Tyng  was  wounded  by  the  Indians  between 
Lancaster  and  Concord,  and  carried  to  Concord  and  died,  and  was 
buried  there.  The  same  papers  state  that  his  wife  died  in  170S, 
and  was  buried  in  Chelmsford,  and  Mr.  Francis  Brinley,  from  wliom 
I  have  the  copy,  very  pertinently  adds  tlie  query:  why  not  buried 
beside  his  wife  in  Chelmsford  ?  It  is  further  stated  in  the  Brinley 
papers  that  John  Tyng  died  in  England,  unmarried.  That  he  died 
unmarried  is  doubtless  true,  but  it  Avas  iic(}t?ttroTd;ilDl,  in  England, 
That  lie  was  unmarried  is  shown  by  the  will  of  his  father,  who  died 
in  1723,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  his  son  John  as  dead,  but 
none  is  made  of  wife  or  children,  and  no  true  statement  is  found 
showing  that  he  had  any  children.  Judge  Sewall  in  his  journal 
writes,  "  1710,  Aug.  18,  Major  Tyng's  buried  at  Concord,  wliere  he 
had  been  some  time  to  be  cured  of  his  wound."  Mr.  Nason,  His- 
tory of  Dunstable,  page  107,  says,  "  The  first  act  of  the  town  in 
the  impending  crisis,  17G8,  was,  "  to  choose  the  Hon.  John  Tyng 
to  act  for  them  at  Boston,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1768,  in  convention,"  and  adds  in  afoot-note,  "Son  of  Major 
John  Tyng,  who  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  Indians  between 
Groton  and  Concord,  carried  to  Concord  and  died  there  in  1711." 
In  Harvard  College  catalogue  the  date  is  1710.  Xason  adds,  that 
Judge  Tyng  was  born  in  1700  and  died  in  1797.  In  Fox's 
Dunstable,  page  251,  it  is  stated  that  John  Alford  Tyng,  son  of 
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Ele.'izer  Tyni;-,  boiii  29Lh  Aug.  1729,  w:is  Jr.dge Tyng.  Jwlgo Tyiig 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1725,  foui- ycar.s  before  John  Alford 
was  born.  In  Harvard  College  Catalogue  it  ajti)o;!rs  that  he  died  in 
1797.  In  the  Brinley  iiaj)ei's  it  is  stated  that  William  Tyng  married 
Lucy  Clark,  daughter  of  Ilev.  Thomas  Clark,  of  Chelmsford,  and 
that  Judge  Tyng  was  their  son,  born  in  1705,  and  that  he  died  very 
aged.  By  this  account  his  age  would  be  92,  not  97  as  told  by 
Nasou.  Now  as  Mr.  llobert  Brinley  married  the  jTrandJauHUer 
and  only  des'cendant  of  Judge  Tyng,  and  who  inherited  his  estate 
and  mansion  and  no  doubt  had  his  papers,  we  may  readily  believe 
that  Judge  Tyng  knew  who  his  father  was,  and  that  the  Brinley 
papers  are  in  this  matter  entitled  to  credence. 

Here  two  brothers  are  said  to  have  been  wounded  by  the  Indi- 
ans, and  carried  to  Concord  and  to  have  died  tliei'e,  and  a  well 
known  and  distinguisiied  gentlemar^  is  said  to  have  been  the  son 
of  each  one  of  three  brothers,  thus  showing  how  unreliable  is  tradi- 
tion unsupported  by  record  evidence  in  cases  where  such  evidence 
does  in  fact  exist. 

I  find  various  and  conflicting  reports  in  wdiat  purports  to  be 
records  of  tlie  Tyng  families,  but  when  they  are  fully  compared, 
it  seems -to  me  that  a  statement  substantially  true  and  consistent 
may  be  eliminated,  and  t!ic  errors  corrected,  and  the  source  fi-oni 
which  they  are  derived  pointed  out.  Mr.  Fox,  p.  250,  states  that 
Edward  Tyng  removed  from  Boston  to  Dunstable  in  1679,  died 
Dec.  28,  1G31,  aged  81.  The  age  on  the  tombstone  is  71.  His 
children  were  Jonathan,  b.  Dec.  15,  1642 ;  Edward,  Governor  of 
Annapolis,  etc.;  Hannah,  m.  Habijah  Savage,  and  second  Rev. 
Thomas  Weld  ;  Eunice,  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  President 
of  Harvard  College ;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Gov.  Joseph  Dudley,  and 
another  daughter,  who  married  a  Searle. 

Next  I  take  the  Bi-inley  ]»apers  so  called. 

Edward  Tyng,  the  first  Tynj*  that  came  from  England,  died  at 

Dunstable  anno .     His  wife  was  Mary  Sears,  born  in  England 

died  in  Dunstable  and  buried  there  with  her  husband,  anno 

aged .     Their  children  were, 

1.  Mary,  ra. Searle,  Governor  of  Barbadoe.^  both  died  and 

buiied  tliere. 

2.  Rebecca,  m.  Joseph  Dudley,  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
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3.  Ilannnli,  in. Savage,  an  ancestor  of  Hon.  James  Savnge, 

the  antiquarian. 

4.  Eunice,  m. Willnnl,  nn   ancestor  of  the  late  President 

Willanl  of  II.  C. 

The  only  son  of  sai'l  Edwai-d  and  Mary  Tyng  was 

Jonathan,  lived  in  Boston,  Dunstable  and  Wohuiii  ;  dicil  in  TVo- 
burn  and  buried  tliere  anno  17'J2-o.  He  married  Sarali  Usher, 
daughter  of  He/.ekiah  Usher,  She  died  and  was  buried  in  Dun- 
stable anno . 

Third,  I  copy  from  a  pamiihlet  by  Rev.  Tinnjthy  Alden,  .Jr., 
printed  at  Boston,  1808. 

William  and  Edvrard  Tyng,  two  brothers,  came  fiom  England 
about  tlie  year  IGoO,  William,  Avho  spent  his  life  at  Braintree,  loft 
no  posterity.  P^du'ard  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Sears,  in  Encr- 
land,  a  lady  of  remarkable  piety.  -She  died  at  Boston,  probably 
soon  after  their  arrival.  lie  removed  to  Dunstable,  where,  in  1081, 
he  ended  his  days,  having  reached  his  ninety-first  year.  His  sec- 
ond wife,  Mary,  of  wliat  family  is  unknown,  the  mother  of  all  his 
children,  survived  him  till  abouithe  beginning  of  the  last  century 
His  son,  Jonathan-,  born  in  16-1:2,  was  an  ancestor  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Tyng,  Esquire,  and  in  a  foot  note  is  added  "iie  died 
April  18,  1797,  aged  about  94  years,  and  lies  in  a  tomb  erected  in 
the  spacious  walk  in  his  gardtiu,  at  Tyngsboi-ough."  His  second 
son,  Edward  -,  m.  a  daughter  of  Ensign  Thaddeus  Claike,  of  Fal- 
mouth, now  Portland.  Then  follow  the  names  of  his  daughters, 
as  already  stated.  Of  these  statenients  1  will  ol)serve  that  the 
date,  1G30,  is  undoubtedly  wrong.  More  likely  the  date  should  be 
about  1640  ;  that  the  name  Mary,  ol  his  first  wife,  is  without  au- 
th-ority,  the  name  Mary  was  of  his  second  v.ite.  It  is  only  in  Al- 
den's  book  that  I  find  that  he  had  a  second  wile.  Also  that  his 
age,  91,  is  eroneous.  His  tombstone  states  71.  The  Brinley  pa- 
pers state  that  Jonathan  was  the  only  son  of  Edward.  Of  the 
second  generation  I  shall  notice  only  Jonathan-  and  Edward-*. 
And  first  of  Edward-  .  He  married  a  daughter  of  Ensign  Thad- 
deus Clarke  of  Falmouth,  now  Portland.  Edward-  had  four  chil- 
dren. 1,  Edward^  ,  2,  Jonathan,  who  died  at  an  early  age,  3, 
Mary,  who  married  Rev.  John  Fox,  of  Woburu,  4,  Elizabeth 
who  married  a  brother  of  Dr,  Franklin.  In  a  foot  note  is  added, 
Rev.  John  Fox.  son    of  his  predecessor  at  Woburn,  Rev.  Jabcz 
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Fox,  a  doscciK-lant,  according  to  the  f'aniily  ti'aditioii,  from  John 
Fox,  tlie  martyrologist,  died  Dec.  12,  175G,  aged  7D.  lli.s  wife  sur- 
vived hiiu  eiglit  or  ten  }e:irs, 

Edward-,  was  ai»[)ointed  Governor  of  Annnpolis,  was  taken  on 
his  passage  to  that  place,  and  carried  to  France,  where  he  died. 

Edward  3  ,  after  the  de;itli  of  liis  fatlier,  resided  in  tlie  family  of 
his  aunt,  Mrs.  Dudley,  till  he  was  of  iige  to  enter  on  seafaring  life. 
lie  married  first,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Cyprian  SoutJiack. 
She  died  in  Lon(h)n.  At  the  age  of  almost  fifty  years,  in  1731,  lie 
rnarried'.Ann,  a  daugliter  of  Jonathan  Waldo,  a  merchant  of  Boston. 
Their  chihh'en  were  seven,  three  only  lived  to  maturity.  1,  Ann,'* 
who  died  in  Nov.  1750,  a  nionth  after  her  marriage  with  a  Bi-iti^h 
otiicer,  2.  Edward,"*  an  otlicer  in  the  British  army,  who  died  a 
bachelor  in  England.  3.  The  present  Col.  William'^  Tyng  of 
Gorham. 

Edward,^  by  a  comuussion  from  Gov.  Belcher,  dated  April  16, 
17-10,  was  appointed  Cajitain  of  the  South  and  North  Batteries 
and  Fortifications  iu  Boston.  lie  was  afterwards  appointeil  Ca])- 
tain  of  the  Province  Snow,  or  (Queen's  Galley,  Frince  of  Orange, 
and  in  1741  he  cajitured  a  French  privateer  of  superior  force. 
P"'or  this  achievement  a  number  of  merchants  in  Boston  presented 
him  as  a  testimonial  a  silver  cup,  weighing  about  one  hundred 
ounces,  with  a  suitable  inscription. 

When  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  had  determined  to 
attem])t  the  reduction  of  Louisbourg,  Governor  Shirley  sent  for 
Captain  Tyng,  and  directed  him  to  procure  the  largest  ship  in  his 
powei-.  He  purchased  one  on  the  stocks  nearly  ready  for  launch- 
ing, and  fitted  her  up  to  carry  24  to  26  guns.  She  was  named 
the  Massachusetts  Frigate.  He  took  command  of  her,  and  was 
appointed  Commodore  of  the  Fleet.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1745,  on 
this  vessel  he  capture  1  the  Vigilant,  a  French  man-of-war  of  64 
guns.  Sir  Peter  "Warren  oflered  him  the  command  of  tliis  valu- 
able prize,  with  the  rank  of  Post-Captain.  Being  advanced  in 
life  he  declined  the  appointment.  He  was  born  in  1688,  and  died 
in  Boston  Sept.  8,  1755,  at  the  age  of  72  years. 

His  only  surviving  child,  Col.  William  Tyng,  of  Gorham,  Maine, 
was  born  in  Bjston,  Aug.  17,  1737.  In  1767  he  was  appointed  High 
Sheriff  of  the  Cjunty  of  Cumberland,  and   in  the  same  year  be- 
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came  a  resident  in  F.-ilinoiuli,  now  Portland.  In  17G9  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander  Ross,  Esq,,  a  native  of  Scotland. 
In  1774  he  received  a  Colonel's  commission  fi-om  Gov.  Gai;e  lie 
did  not  syni]'*'^^"^'^  with  tlie  pntrlots  in  tlie  approaching  struggle 
with  Great  Biitain,  and  withdrew  from  tlie  County  of  Cumber- 
land ;  and  when  tlie  English  army  took  possession  of  Xew  York, 
lie  repaired  to  that  place  and  at  tlie  close  of  the  war,  went  to  Nova 
Scotia;  and  when  the  Province  of  New  J^runswick  was  organized,  he 
was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court.  In  1793  he  returned  to 
this  country,  settled  in  Gorham,  and  resided  there  to  the  close  of  his 
life.  He  died  Dec.  8,  1807,  and  was  buried  from  St,  Paul's  church, 
Portland.  In  the  ancient  graveyard  in  Portland  many  years  ago  I 
found  at  his  grave  a  very  fine  monument  erected  to  his  memory. 
He  had  no  children,  and  thus,  in  this  branch  of  the  liuaily,  was 
the  last  of  his  race  of  the  name  of  Tyng. 

Jonathan,^  Edward,^  born  Dec,  15,  1642;  Fox  says  he  married 
Sarah,  daiighter  of  Hezekiah  Usher  ;  that  his  children  were  John,  b. 
about  1G80,  grad.  H  C,  1G90,  (that  is  to  say  at  ten  years  of  age,) 
killed  by  the  Indians  1710.  William,  born  April  22,  1079.  Jona- 
than, b.'Scpt.  20,  1086  Elenzar,  b.  A])ril  30,  1090,  grad.  H.  C, 
(1712).  Beersheba,  b.  Feb.  5,  1094.  Mary.  The  Brinley  papers 
name  only  John,  William  and  Eleazar. 

The  list  in  Savage  is  as  follows: 
"  1  Francis  b  11  Dec.  1GG9. 

2  Elizabeth  b  28  Dec.  1070. 

3  Jonathan  b  29  Jany  1072  d  young. 

4  John  b  11  Sept.  1073. 

5  Mary  b  10  Jany 1077 

All  these  were  j)robably  boiu  in  Boston.  He  then  removed  to 
Dunstable. 

6  William  b.  Ajuil  22,  1079. 

10  Jonathan  b  Sept.  29,  1G86. 

11  Eleazar  b  Ai)ril  30,  1090. 

12  Beersheba  b  Feb.  15,  1G96." 

Thus  far  Savage.  The  Dunstable  records  insert  between  Wil- 
liam and  Jonathan 

^'7  Hezekiah  b  29  May  lOSO  d  May  29,  1090. 

8  Edward  b  March  2  1082  d  Aug  25  1082 

9  Joseph  b  June  6  1083  d  May  2  1084." 
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Of  Col.  Jonatliaii  Tyiig  I  have  to  say  that  he  was  one  oi  the 
petitioners  for  the  cliarter  of  Old  Dunstable,  \vas  one  of  the  ^^ran- 
tees,  and  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  townshii)  of  OM  Dunstablo, 
and  was  the  only  inhabitant  who  ke|)t  i)ossession  of  and  defended 
his  lionse  tlnuugh  all  the  Indian  wais.  He  was  for  many  years, 
and  until  he  removed  to  \V<jburn,  the  leading  man  in  all  the 
business  and  affiiirs,  civil,  military,  municii)al  and  ecclesiastical,  of 
the  ])lace,  and  in  the  defence  of  the  settlement  and  country  from 
Indian  invasion.  In  what  year  he  retnoved  to  Wobnrn  I  Lave 
not  ascertained,  but  it  was  previous  to  1713.  His  first  wife  was 
Sarah,  dr.  of  He/.ekiah  Usher.  She  died,  date  not  ascertained, 
and  he  m.  2nd,  Sarah,  the  widow  of  James  Richards  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  Gibbons  of  Ilurtford. 
She  died  Feb.  8,  1714,  aged  GO  years,  and  was  buried  at  Woburn. 
He  mai-rled  a  third  wile,  Judith,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Jabez  Fox 
of  Woburn.  She  was  the  daughter  of  liev.  John  Rayner,  once 
minister  of  Plymouth,  Mass,  who  went  from  Plymouth  to  Dover, 
N.  H.,  1655  Col.  Tyng  died  Jan.  19,  I7il4.  She  survived  him 
many  years  and  died  at  Woburn  June  5,  1736,  in  the  99th  year  of 
her  age. 

The  following  action  of  the  town  of  Woburn  will  show  that 
he  removed  to  that  place  before  the  year  1713,  and  also  the  re- 
gard in  which  he  was  hehl  by  the  people  of  that  place.  "In  1713 
the  town  by  special  favor  allowed  Col.  Tyng,  a  gentleman  from 
Boston,  who  has  been  one  of  Governor  Archer's  Council,  and 
who  more  recently  bad  married  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Jabez 
Fox,  and  come  home  to  reside,  to  erect  a  pew  in  the  meeting- 
liouse  at  his  own  cost,  which  was  to  be  the  town  property,  after 
his  own  and  his  lady's  decease,"  Hist,  of  Woburn,  p.  83.  Mrs. 
Tyng  died  in  1736,  and  "  in  1738  Nathaniel  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  Jon- 
athan Poole,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Isaac  Dupee,  gentlemen  of  distinc- 
tion from  abroad,  asked  permission  to  build  pews  for  themselves. 
This  was  not  granted,  but  the  town  granted  liberty  to  Saltonstall 
to  sit  in  the  Tyng  pew." 

The  third  generation  presents,  in  the  three  sons  of  Jonathan,  ^ 
three  prominent  characters,  and  gives  rise  to  many  questions. 
Each  of  the  three  brothers,  John^  ,  William"  and  Eleazar,^  is  de 
Glared  by  different  authors  to  be  the  father  of  Judge  John  Tyng  of 
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Tyngsborougli.  ]Mr.  Vox,  pnge  251,  states  that  John  Alford  Tvnir, 
son  of  Eleazar  Tyng,  born  Aug.  29, 1720,  is  Jiulge  Tviig.  3Ir.  Xa- 
^oii,  History  of  Dunstable,  j*.  107,  says  that  Judge  John  Tyng,  l>oni 
1700,  died  1797,  is  the  son  of  ^lajor  Jolm  Tyng,  wiio  was  wounded 
by  the  Indians,  carried  to  Concord  and  died  there  in  August,  1710. 
Mr.  Allen,  History  of  Chelmsford,  p.  12S-9,  says,  that  'J^ucy  Claike, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Clarke,  married  3Iajor  William 
Tyng,  son  of  Col.  Jonathan  Tyng  and  father  of  the  late  Honor- 
able John  Tyng,  Sept.  19,  1700.  She  died  April  2.5,1708.  Her 
husband,  Major  William  Tyng,  was  wounded  by  the  Indians  be- 
tween Groton  and  Lancaster,  was  canied  to  Concord  and  died 
Aug.  16,  1710,  and  was  buried  there,"  and  reference  is  made  to 
family  records  in  possession  of  Robert  Brinley,  Es(|.,  Tyngsboio' 
On  application  by  a  friend  to  the  Rev.  John  L.  Sibley,  late  11-^ 
brarian  of  Harvard  University,  I  am  furnished  with  this  coj)  v 
from  his  collection  of  Biographical  Sketches  of  Harvard  graduates* 
"1691,  Tyng,  John,  M.  A.,  born  Sept.  11,  1673,  probably  at 
Boston,  was  fourth  child  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Tyng  of  Dunstable 
and  Woburn,  by  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  dangliterof  Hezekiah  Usher. 
He  was  Major  of  Militia  in  the  Indian  wars,  resided  in  that  part 
of  Dunstable  now  incorj)orateil  as  Tyngsborough.  He  was  mor- 
tally wounded  by  the  Indians  in  the  year  1710,  between  Groton 
and  Concord,  and  carried  t5  Concord  and  there  died." 

"  By  some  it  is  said  that  these  statements  pertain  to  William 
Tyng,  and  that  John  the  graduate  died  in  England  unmarried, 
but  Jonathan  in  his  will  dated  1721-2,  mentions  the  death  of  his 
son  John,  but  no  widow  or  children  of  his,  and  Sewall  writes, 
'1710,  Aug.  18,  :Major  Tyng's  buried  at  Concord,  where  he  had 
been  some  time  to  be  cured  of  his  wound.'" 

Mr.  Sibley's  statement  leaving  the  matter  undetermined,  the 
reference  in  Allen's  Chelmsford  to  the  family  records  in  possession 
of  Robert  Brinley,  led  me  to  seek  for  light  in  that  quarter.  I 
knew  that  Mr.  Brinley  married  the  granddaughter  of  Judge  Tynir, 
the  only  child  of  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Tyng  and  wit^  of 
John  Pitts,  Esq.  She  was  his  heir  and  inherited  his  large  estate 
and  stately  dwelling,  and  I  had  no  doubt  must  have  had  posses- 
sion of  his  papers.  On  ai^plication  for  information  I  was  referred 
to  the  Hon.  Francis  Brinley  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  able  to  answer 
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my  ciii|uiries.  From  him  I  received  a  copy  of  wluit  related  to 
the  Tyng  family,  a  pari  of  wh'u-h  lias  already  IxJeu  made  u<e  "f 
in  this  hook.  It  is  manifest  tVoiii  the  ahsencc  of  date-,  and  <jther 
indications,  that  many  of  the  .statements  in  thes-e  ]>:ii)er>  were 
made  u\)  from  revolleetion,  and  not  from  recinds.  Ot  .Tonatli.nt 
Tyni^  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Usher,  he  says: 

"They  had,  aecordina"  to  my  papers,  but  thri'C  ehildren.     I-  John 

Tyng,  died  in  Elngland,  nnmarried  anno .     -.  William  '1  yn^^ 

:3.  Eleizar  Tyng,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Col.  of  the  "Jnd  lic.M- 
ment  in  Middlesex.  He  was  horn  in  1090  and  married  .Sarah  A!- 
ford,  danghtor  of  John  x\lf(.rd  (.f  Boston.  She  <lied  and  w.o 
bnried  in  Dnn.stablc,  3lay,  17;VJ,  aged  G(».  The  :iho\  e  named  Wil- 
liam Tyng  married  Lucy  Oarke,  daughter  of  Thomas  Clark--, 
minister  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.  She  died  in  17US  and  was  buried 
at.  Chelmsford.  Her  husband,  WiHi;im  Tyng,  was  Major  of  the 
*2nd  Kogimentin  Middlesex,  was  wounded  by  the  Indians  bet  ween 
Groton  a!jd  Lancaster,  was  brought  to  Concord  and  there  died, 
and  my  account  says  was  buiicd  there.  This  may  be  a  mistake — 
why  not  buried  with  his  wife  at  Chelmsford?  The  said  William 
unci  Lucy  Tyng  had  a  son,  John  Tyng,  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas  an<l  Colonel  of  tlie  'Jnd  Regimeni  in  Middlese.v.  He  w.-is 
born  January  28,  1705,  died  ami  was  buried  in  Tyngsborough  ''^ 
an  advanced  age.  He  married  3Iary,  daugliter  of  Denjamiii 
Morse.  Their  daughter  Mary  mai-ried  John  Pitt.-?,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 
She  died  in  lioston,  May,  1871,  and  was  buried  in  the  Kings 
Chapel  burying  ground,  leaving  an  infant  daughter  Eli/.ab(-th  ; 
this  latter  and  her  father  removed  to  Tyngsborough,  Elizabeth 
married  the  late  Robert  Brinley,  Esq ,  of  Tyngsborough  ;  lM)th 
died  at  advanced  ages,  I  have  not  the  means  of  reconciling  your 
statement,  as  to  the  children  of  Col.  Jonathan  Tyng,  with  that 
above  written,  unless  it  be  that  we  refer  to  different  jierson-^. 
Perhaps  you  m.-iy  be  al»le  to  do  so,  by  careful  reference  to  Dun- 
stable records  as  to  names  and  dates."' 

There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  statements  in  Allen's 
Chelmsford  and  in  the  Biiidey  pa}»ers  is  the  true  account  of  thi-^ 
matter.  Bearing  in  mind  that  there  were  two  ^Iaj\)r  Tyng-,  well 
known  and  famous  in  Indian  warlare,  the  memory  of  either  a> 
Major  Tyng  without  the  Christian   name.  Would  leave  it  doubliu! 
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nliicl)  wa>  intemlcil.  JihIlji'  Sew.il!,  in  liis  iisu:il  ssltAciily  iiuinner, 
iiiakc'!^  tliis  onl  ry :  ''IMajor  TyiiL,'\s  T»iiiit*'l  at  Coiinjnl,"  uikI  leaviiii^ 
it  <l()ubtt'ul  n  Jiit-I)  ■\va'>  iiitejulcd  ;  but  tdc  entry  in  Allen's  Clielins- 
{'onl,  bciiiLC  '"  t'x^'  natui'C'of  a  tiunily  I'ccord,  of  a  well  kiioH'n  fam- 
ily in  that  town,  the  entry  "  ]\ra)or  Tyni^"'  wonbl  be  as  well  un- 
ilerstooi]  with  )Ut  as  with  tlie  name, by  all  interested  in  tiie  recoiil. 
Hut  what  is  to  my  min<l  conclusive  is  that  Col.  Jonathan  Tyn^ 
was  in  Xov.  1710,  appointed  "ailministrator  ot"  the  estate  ol"  his 
late  son,  Major  William  Tynu',  lately  deceaseil."  Also  in  his  will 
dated  17*21-'2  lie  states  that  lie  '•  had  intended  to  jj:iveliis  estate  in 
Dunstable  equally  to  his  three  sons,  John,  William  and  Eleazer, 
now,  as  John  and  William  are  decea-;e  1,"  he  oives  it  to  be  equally 
divided  between  William's  children  ami  Eleazar,  thus  sliowing 
that  John  lelt  no  children. 

As  to  tlie  case  of  Judge  Tviil,',  the  family  record  in  Allen's 
Chelmsford  as  well  as  the  Brinley  )>apers,  are  conclusive.  No  doubt 
A[r.  Xason  liad  what  he  consi<lered  reliable  trailition  ibr  his  state- 
ment. That  of  Mr.  Fox  is  refuted  by  comparison  of  d  ites.  John 
Alford  Tyng  w;is  born  in  1729.  Judge  Tyng  graduated  M.  C, 
1725,  four  yeai>  before  J<  hn  Alford  was  born. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Winslow  was  the  last  surviving  child  of  Eleazar 
Tyng.  She  inlierited  the  southerly  portion  of  the  Tyng  planta- 
tion. The  house  in  which  she  lived  was  built  in  the  year  1700. 
It  was  probably  built  by  Jonathan  Tyng  and  was  his  family  resi- 
dence. He  died  in  17"J3-4.  After  ]Mrs.  Winslow's  death  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr  Robert  Brinley,  and  was  his  family  residence 
for  many  years.  It  stands  near  the  private  burying-ground  in 
which  is  the  tomb  of  fiidward  Tyng  and  of  others  of  the  1  yng 
family.     It  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jacob  Drake. 

Fox  and  Farmer  state  the  age  of  Edward  Tyng  to  be  81  years, 
Xason,  71.  The  inscrijjtion  on  his  tombstone  co[)ied  by  me  is  as 
follows  : 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of 

Mil  Edward  Tyxg 

Esqir  aged  71  yeares 

Died  December 

27  day  lOSl 

There  is  now  no  living  descendant  of  Edward  Tyng  in  the 
direct  male  line  bearing  the  name  of  Tyng. 
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THE    6T0UY    OF   JOE    EXGLISH. 

Mr.  Farmer  in  liis  letter  of  Dec.  24,  1820,  before  referred  to, 
after  enmneratiny  sundry  matters  u'liieh  ouglit  to  he  iiivesti;j;ated 
and  worked  into  the  History  adds,  "The  Indian  traditions  and  In- 
dian depredations  oui^ht  to  be  collected  with  scruimlous  care  and 
attention  The  story  of  Joe.  English  ought  to  be  given  at  length, 
if  it  can  be  obtained.  Esq  F.  French,  of  Amherst,  used  to  relate 
it."  Fox,  pp.  8G,  87,  88,  relates  the  story  of  his  death.  Tlie  story 
to  which  Mr.  Farmer  refers  is  told  in  P()lter''s  Manchester,  p.  2.34, 
and  as  Joe  met  his  fate  in  oM  Dunstable  it  may  claim  a  riglit  to 
be  inserted  in  these  ''Keminiscences."     It  is  as  follows: 

"  From  the  top  of  the  Uncanoonucks  a  splendid  panorama  is 
presented  to  the  eye.  Spurs  of  tliese  mountains  e.\tend  into  New 
Boston,  and  'Joe  English  '  in  that  town  may  bo  consideieil  apart 
of  the  same  range.  'I  his  is  a  large  hill  placed  down  on  Canigain's 
map  of  New  Hampshire  as  Ingall's  hill.  Its  true  name  is  'Joe 
English,'  which  it  received  from  a  noted  Indian  of  that  n;une. 

"It  is  noted,  and  is  much  of  a  curiosity,  as  a  freak  of  nature.  It 
is  precipitous  and  abrupt  on  its  southern  end,  having  the  api)ear- 
ance  of  the  southern  part  of  the  hill  being  carried  away  by  some 
convulsion  of  nature.  In  fact,  the  hill  terminates  on  the  south  in 
a  rough  precipice,  presenting,  in  the  distance,  a  height  of  some 
two  or  three  liundred  feet,  and  almost  perpendicular.  The  hill 
took  its  name  from  an  incident  of  olden  time  connected  with  this 
precipice.  In  1705  or  G,  there  was  an  Indian  living  in  these  parts, 
noted  for  his  friendship  for  the  English  settlers  upon  the  lower 
Merrimack.  lie  was  an  accomplished  warrior  and  hunter,  but 
following  the  counsels  of  Passaconaway  and  AVounalancet,  he 
continued  steadfast  in  his  partiality  lor  his  white  neighbors. 
From  this  fact  the  Indians,  as  was  their  wont,  gave  him  the  name, 
significant  of  this  trait,  of  'Joe  English.'  In  course  of  time,  the 
Indians,  satisfied  that  Joe  gave  information  of  their  hostile  de- 
signs to  the  English,  determined  upon  killing  him  upon  the  first 
fitting  opportunity.  Accordingly  just  at  twilight,  they  found  Joe 
upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  'Squog',  hunting,  and  com- 
menced an  attack  upon  him  ;  but  he  escaped  from  them,  two  or 
three  in  number,  and  made  directly  for  this  hill  in  the  southern 
part  of  New  Boston.     With  the  quick  thought  of  the  Indian,  he 
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made  up  his  mind  that  the  chances  of  escape  were  against  him  in 
a  loni;  race,  and  lie  must  have  lecoiir.sc  to  stratcgem.  As  lie  ran  np 
the  hill  he  slackened  his  pace  until  his  ])iirsnei-s  were  almost  ujion 
him,  that  they  might  become  more  eager  in  the  pursuit.  Ones 
near  the  top  he  started  off  again  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  In- 
dians after  him,  straining  every  nerve.  As  'Joe'  came  upon  the 
brink  cf  the  precipice  before  mentioned,  he  leaped  behind  a  jut- 
ting rock,  and  waited  in  breathless  anxiety.  IJut  a  moment  passed, 
and  the  hard  breathing,  and  measured  but  light  footsteps  of  his 
pursuers  .were  heard,  and  in  another  moment  with  a  screech  and  a 
yell,  tlieir  dark  forms  were  rolling  down  the  rocky  precipice,  to 
be  left  at  its  base,  foud  for  hungry  wolves! 

"Thenceforth  the  hill   was  c  died  '  Joe  English,' and   well    did 
his  constant  iriendsliip  deserve  so  enduring  a  monument. 

"'Joe  English  '  was  the  grandson  of  the  Sagmon  of  Agawam, 
(u'uw  Ipswich,)  whose  name  was  VVosconnomet. 

"'Joe  English  '  came  to  his  death  in  consequence  of  Ins  fidelity 
to  the  whites.     The  hostile  Indians  determined    upon   his  death. 
and  kept  constantly   upon  his  path.     At  length,  July   27,  1706, 
Lieut.  Buttertifld    and    his    wife,  riding   betwixt   Dunstable   and 
Chelmsford,  on  horseback,  \vith  'Joe  English'    as  comi  anion  and 
a  guard,  fell  into  an  Indian  ambuscade.     The  horse  was  shot  ujion 
the    iirst   tire,    Butterfield  and   his   wife    tailing   to  the    ground. 
The  main  object  of  the  Indians  being  to  secure    'Joe,'  Buttertield 
and  the  soldier   made  their  escape,  while  the   Indians,  one  of  the 
party    being  left  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Butterfield,  went  in  pursuit  of 
him      '■Joe'  made  for  the  woods,  with  several  Indians  in  lull  i)ur- 
Kuit,  and  tin-ling  them  gaining  uj-on  him,  he  turned  about  and  pre- 
sented   his  gun  as  if  about  to  lire.     The  Indians  fearing    his  fatal 
aim,  fell  to  the  ground,  and  'Joe'  took  to  his  heels  lor  life.   Again 
the  Indians  gained  upon  iiim,  and  'Joe'  again  j.resented  his  trusty 
gun,  and  for  fear  of  it,  the    Indians  again  threw  themselves  upon 
the  ground.     This  was  repeated  several  times,  until    'Joe'    had 
almost  gained  the  thick  woods,  when  one  of  the  Indians,  despair- 
ing of  taking  him    alive,  and  fearing  he  would    escape  them,  tired 
upon   him,  breaking   the  arm  with   which  he  held  his  gun.     The 
gun  fell  to  the  ground  and    'Joe'   redoubled  his  speed.     But  just 
as  he  gained  the  wood,  a  shot  struck  his  thigh,  and  he  fell  to  the 
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ground.  His  tall  wns  tlie  sit^nal  for  a  yell  of  triumph,  from  llie 
Indians  in  pursuit.  When  they  came  u\>  to  him  they  expressed 
theii'  pleasure  in  no  measured  terms.  '  Now  Joe,' said  they,  \v«- 
got  you,  you  no  tell  English  again,  we  come  I'  '  No,'  retorted 
'Joe,'  'Cap'n  Buttertield  tell  that  at  Pawtucket.'  'Hugh!'  ex- 
claimed the  Indians,  the  thought  just  striking  them,  that  the  sol- 
diers at  the  Block  Houses,  at  Pawtucket  o#  Dunstable,  alarmed 
by  the  whites  who  had  escaped,  would  be  upon  them  in  a  shori 
time.  There  was  no  time  lor  delay.  'Joe'  could  not  be  carried 
away,  and  one  of  them  buried  his  hatchet  in  the  head  of  the  pros- 
trate Indian.  Thus  died  'Joe  English,'  the  faithful  friend  of  thf 
white  man.  The  services  of  'Joe  English'  were  considered  so 
meritorious,  that  a  grant  was  made  to  his  wife  and  two  children, 
by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  because,  as  the  words  of  the 
grant  have  it,  '  he  died  in  the  service  of  his  country.' " 

Fox,  in  his  "  History  of  Dunstable,"  p.'  80,  says,  "  This  attack  is 
said  to  have  taken  place  at  Plolden's  brook,  in  Tyngsborough,  :i 
little  south  of  the  state  line." 

This  is  the  stream  on  which  Washburn's  Brush  Factory  is  situ- 
ated. It  is  called  ITolden's  brook  from  Lieut.  Holden,  who  was 
Bancroft's  lieutenant  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  who  lived 
on  its  south  side,  but  generally  Howard's  brook,  from  the  Howanl 
family,  some  of  whom  have  owned  and  lived  on  its  north  side  for 
more  than  one  hundred  years.  Here  it  was  that  Samuel  How- 
ard, my  mother's  first  husband,  lived.  The  Indian  name  of  the 
brook  was  Little  Naacook.  The  mouth  of  tlie  brook  where  it  en- 
ters the  Merrimack,  was  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Col.  Bancroft's 
farm.  Any  one  passing  on  the  old  road  from  Nashua  to  Tyn"-s- 
borough  meeting-house  may  readily  recognize  this  locality  in 
which  Joe  English  met  his  fate.  It  was  a  short  distance  below 
the  factory. 

FARMERS    AND    FARMS. 

In  tiie  records  of  Old  Dunstable  there  is  frequent  mention  of 
ffarniers  and  Jf'arms.  These  tlarms  were  granted  to  various  indi- 
viduals living  in  Boston,  Chelmsford,  Woburn,  Salem,  MarWehead, 
Beverly  and  other  places,  some  of  them  by  the  General  Court  before 
the  grunt  of  the  township,  and  perhaps  some  by  the  grantees  of 
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tbo  township  to  persons  who  did  not  como  to  reside  in  the  town., 
but  were  liable  to  taxation  ;  and  it  appears  by  several  entries  in 
the  records  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  or  taxes  on  some  of 
these  lauds  was  attended  with  much  trouble.  Col.  J>ancroft  states 
of  these  farms,  that  "the  Tyngfarm,"  (no  doubt  the  grant  to  Ed- 
ward Tyng,  after  his  death  owned  by  Jonathan  Tyng,)  "extended 
Irom  Chelmsford  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  brook  at  Tyngsborough 
meetin "--house,  it?  Indian  name,  Great  Naacook,  and  extended 
back  to  Westford.     Turner's  farm  was  Tyng's  woods." 

The  Waldo  farm  was  next  and  extended  from  Tyng's  farm  to 
Howard's  brook,  its  Indian  name,  Little  Naacook,  and  extended 
back  to  Brattle's  farm.  I'his  farm  was  purchased  about  1G99  by 
Joseph  Farwell  and  Thomas  Colburn,  and  divided  between  them, 
Farwell  taking  the  south  part  and  Colburn  the  north.  The  grant 
to  Waldo  I  cannot  find  in  the  ollice  of  the  Secretary  of  Massa- 
chusetts, nor  the  deed  of  Waldo  to  Farwell  and  Colburn  in  the 
Middlesex  Registry. 

"Next  was  Wheeler's  farm,  that  of  Capt.  Thomas  Wheeler,which 
extended  from  the  Waldo  farm  to  the  ferry  at  Pollard's"(in  1825), 
now  near  the  Little  station  on  the  railroad.  The  Bancroft  farm  Avas 
a  part  of  this  farm.  Capt.  Thomas  Wheeler  was  an  Indian  trader, 
and  one  oi  the  company  to  whom  the  right  to  trade  in  this  region 
was  granted  or  sold.  No  doubt  his  station  was  that  on  the  Ban- 
croft farm  afterwards  occupie^l  by  John  Cromwell,  the  remains  of 
whose  house  or  hut  burnt  by  the  Indiajis,  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the 
field  east  of  the  Bancroft  house.  Lieut  Joseph  Wheeler's  place 
was  probably  north  of  the  ancient  graveyard,  and  someway  south 
the  Salmon  Brook  settlement.  A  large  part  of  the  popu- 
lation was  then  resident  in  the  south  part  of  the  settlement  and 
south  of  the  old  graveyard,  hence  the  agreement  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Jfarmers,  proprietors  andtownship-tnefi,  at  Lieut.  Joseph 
Wheeler's,  "that  the  meeting-house,  that  is  to  be  built,  shall  stand 
between  Salmon  Brook  and  the  house  ot  Lieutenant  Wheeler"  It 
appears  by  the  record  of  the  meeting  April  7,  1680,  that  the  lands 
of  Lieut.  Wheeler  had  i)assed  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Edwards, 
Zacre  Long  and  John  Howard. 

"  The  next  Mas  the  Brattle  farm.    He  lived  at  Cambridge.     His 
farm  extended  to  Dunstable,  Mass.,  and  included  most  of  it." 
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"The  Artillery  larrn  Iriy  above  Nashua  river,  on  the  north  side. 
It  extemled  near  a  mile  up  the  Nashua  river,  and  included  about 
.me  thousand  acres.     A  pond  in  it  was  called  Artillery  pond." 

•'A  farm  east  of  the  Merrimac,  opposite  iny  hcmse,  including 
the  Fletcher  farm,  was  called  Brenton's  tarm.'" 

''  Hill's  farm  was  opposite  Indian  Head.  There  were  two  larms 
on  Souhegan  river,  in  the  northwest  corner  ot  old  Dunstable, 
called  Charlestown  school  farms.  They  were  on  the  north  and 
south  side  of  the  river,  near  where  Milford  raeeting-house  now 
stands.  The  south  farm  was  bought  by  Hopkins,  Grimes  and 
Towne,  in  the  order  of  their  names,  from  east  to  west.  The  Kev. 
-Mr.  Mdore  owns  a  part  of  the  Grimes  farm.  These  farms  were 
granted  to  individuals  by  the  General  Court  before  the  grant  of 
the  town.'' 


GENEALOGY  OF  SOJIE  BRANCHES  OF 
THE  FAinVELL  FAMILY. 


No  people  can  rise  to  a  liiuli   (lei:ree  of  virtue  or  pntriotisrn.  wiio  do  not 
know  about,  or  care  for  tl>e  aeiiievenicnls  ot  tlieir  lalliers.— Horatio  ^kv- 

.MOUIJ. 

It  is  not  onlv  |.ossn)le  1»ut  j>rob;ibk-  tlint  errors  will  be  tbuii<l  in 
uaines  an.l  dates  in  these  tables.  Names  are  often  so  indistinctly 
written,  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  true  rending,  and  fig- 
ures are  often  so  made  that  the  same  may  be  read  4,  7  or  9  and 
others  3,  5  or  8, 

Savac'e  states  :  "Henry  Farwell  of  Concord,  freeman,  1630,  wife 
Olive,  had  Joseph  b.  1041,  James,  perhaps  Henry,  John,  Mary  and 
Oiive"  III  this  statement  Joseph,  the  youngest  son  and  child,  is 
put  first.  He  was  born  Dec.  26,  1640,  not  1641.  Henry  had  no 
son  James,  nor  Henry,  and  among  his  daughters,  Elizabeth,  is 
omitted,  who  is  named  in  hei  father's  will.  Shatluck,  History  of 
Concord,  states  that  James  Farwell  (son  of  Henry)  man-ied  Sarah 
^Yheeler,  4,  9,  1653,  also  that  John  Jones  m.  in  10«1  Sarah  Temple, 
also  that  Thomas  tlstabrook  m.  May  3,  1G83,  Sarali  Temple. 
Tiiere  was  no  James  Farwell  and  but  one  Sarah  Temple,  and  she 
married  Thomas  Estabrook,  Farmer  also  says  of  Henry  Farwel! 
of  Concord,  "son  Josej)!:  b.  1640,  James  miuI  j.erliaps  other>." 

In  Concord  records  I  find  recorded,  John  Farwell  m.  Sarah 
Wheeler,  4,  9,  160>^,  a'so  that  John  Jones  m.  Sarah  F'arwell  March 
•">,  IGSl.  No  doubt  this  naming  t»t  .lames  and  Henry  as  sons  of 
Henry  of  Concord,  led  Fox,  Kid<ler  and  others  into  the  error  of 
calling  IIenrv'5  of  Dunstable,  the  son  of  liis  grandfather  Henry  i  ot 
Concord.  The  confusion  introduced  by  Shaft uck,  who  marries 
Sarah  Wheeler  to   James   Farwell,    a  non-entity,  and.John  Jone*. 


v 
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to  Sarah  Temple,  would  reii'.lerit  impossible  lor  one  depending  on 
his  aulhoiity,  to  trace  out  the  genealogy  of  the  descendants  of 
Jolin  Farwell,  By  a  personal  search  of  the  Concord  records  I 
obtained  the  clue  which  I'ul  me  out  of  this  maze  and  enables  iru- 
to  present  the  genealogy  of  one  branch  of  the  descendants  of 
John  Far  well  -. 

1.  Henry  Farweli,  born  in   England,  settled   in  C<jnconl 

in  1G35,  freeman  1638,  mendjer  of  church  first  or. 
ganized  in  Concord.  He  removed  from  Concord 
to  Chelmsford  about  the  year  1655,  leaving  his  son 
John  at  Concord  and  taking  with  him  his  son  Joseph, 
then  a  minor,  and  probably  his  three  daughters. 
His  will  bears  date  July  12,  1670.  He  died  Aug. 
1,  1670.  His  wife,  Olive,  d.  March  1,  1691.  In 
his  will  he  styles  himself  Tailor.  After  making  in 
his  will  particular  and  abundant  provision  for  his 
wife  he  gives,  "  Thirdly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  son  John  Far  well,  all  my  accommodations  at 
Concord,  which  lie  hath  in  present  possession,  to 
him  and  to  his  heirs  forever,  of  his  own  body  law- 
fully begotten,  always  provided  and  my  will  is  that 
my  son  John  Farwell  shall  pay  forty  shillings  a  year 
unto  Olive  Farwell,  nry  now  wife,  during  her  natu- 
ral life."  "My  accommodations  at  Concord,"  means 
the  land  he  owned  as  an  inhabitant  of  that  town, 
including  of  course  the  buildings.  The  residue,  af- 
ter various  provisions  in  the  will,  he  gives  to  his  son 
Joseph,  but  charged  with  some  payments  to  his 
mother  and  sisters.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  is  : 
movable  goods  209,  110 

house  lot  38      0  0 

meadow  43      o  0 

four  acres  arable  8      0  0 

In  wilderness  land  45      0  0 


Total  £343.  11.  0 

His  children  were  : 
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2.  I.        John,  b.  in  England,  no  reoord  found  of  his  birth-J-. 

3.  II.        Mnry,  ])robabIy  born   in    Englrind.     No  record  found 

She  in.  John  Bates  of  Chelmsford,  marriage  and 
birth  of  chiMren  tliere  recorded. 

4.  in.      Olive,  no  record  found    of  her  birtli.     She  in.  lienja- 

min  Spaulding  of  Cliehnsfurd,  i-ecord  of  marriage 
and  birth  of  children  at  Chclmsfjrd.  lie  removed 
with  his  family  to  Canterbury,  now  Brooklyn,  Conn. 
See  Spaulding  memorial,  j).  23. 

5.  IV.-     Elizabeth.     Slie    is  named    in   her  father's   will,  "  My 

daughter  Elyzabeth  Wilbur."  Tliis  is  all  I  know 
of  lilizabeth.  I  found  no  i-ecord  of  her  marriao-e  or 
family.  It  is  possible  that  she  was  the  eldest  of  his 
three  daughters,  for  in  his  will  he  gives  a  money 
legacy  to  each  1»y  name,  and  orders  the  fii-st  and 
earliest  payment  to  be  made  to  Elizabeth,  then  to 
IMary,  then  to  Olive. 

6.  V.       Joseph,  b.  at  Concord  Dec.  12,  lG40-f. 

(2.)  John    Farwell,  b.  in   England,  date  not   known,  came 

with  his  father  to  Concord,  about  1635,  m.  there.  4, 
9,  1G58,  Sarah  Wheeler  of  Concord.  She  d.  ^ilay 
23,  1G62,  leaving  a  daughter,  Sarah  Farwell,  their 
only  child.  He  m.  2d  Sarah  Fiske,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  John  F'iske  of  Chelmsford.  Of  this  marriage 
there  were  no  children.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known,  but  he  was  living  in  1682,  for  Dec.  10, 
1682,  12  1-2  acres  of  land  in  Chelmsford  were 
granted  to  him.  His  only  child  was 
7.  I.       Sarah  Farwell .+ 

(7.)i.  Sarah  Farwell,  no  record  is  found  of  her  birth.  She 
ra.  March  5,  1681,  John  Jones  of  Concord.  No. 
record  is  found  of  her  death.  As  the  only  descen- 
dants of  John  Farwell  will  be  found  among  the 
children  and  descendants  of  this  John  Jones,  I  here 
present  the  ancestor  of  this  family  and  a  table  of 
the  descendants  of  Col.  Timothy  Jones,  of  Bedford, 
a  great  grand  child  of  Sarah  Farwell.  John  Jones,  i 
born  in  England,  was  at  Cambridge  1648,  freeman 
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in  1650,  removed  to  Conconl,  ;ui<l  died  there,  June 
22,1073.  Tils  son,  Jolin  Jones,'-'  in.  March,  10^1. 
Surah  Faruell.  He  was  b.  July  6,  IGoO,  at  Concord 
and  died  there  in  172G,  dale  of  Ijer  death  unknown. 
Their  children 

2.  I.         Sarah,  b.  June,  1G8G,  in.  Daniel  Hoar,     He  is  the  an- 

cestor of  the  eminent  men  ot  th;it  name  in  Concor(h 

3.  II.        John,  b.  Jan.  G,  IGOO,  m.  Anna  Brooks -f. 

4.  III.      Timothy,  b.  April,  1GU4,  d.  March  1G07. 

5.  IV.      Bartholemew,  b.  Feb.  1G07,  m.  lluth  Stow. 


(3.)  John,  b.  Jan  6,  1690,  in   Anna  Brooks.     He  d.  March 

12,  1762,  she  d.  June  9,  1753.     Their  children 

6.  I.  John,  b.  June  17,  1718,  m.  Abigail  Wesson -f. 

7.  II.  Olive,  b  Sept.,  1724,  m.  Joseph  Stow. 

8.  III.  Ebenezer  b.  Dec,  1726". 

9.  IV,  Daniel  b.  Dec,  1728,  m.  Rebecca  Gary. 

10.  V.  Farvvell  b  Aug,  1734,  in.  Ilaunah  Hosraer. 


(6  )  .Tohn  Jones  b.  June  2,3, 1718,  in.  Abigail  Wesson.  Slie 

d.  Dec.  19,  1805.     Their  children, 
John,  b.  July,  1743,  m,  Ruth  Lee,  Jan.  1775. 
Abigail,  b.  May,  1745,  m.  David  Paige. 
Stephen,  b.  Feb.,  1746,  m.  Anna  Brooks, 
Timothy,  b,  March,  1748,  in.  Rebecca  Bateman  -f. 
Anne,  b.  July,  1757,  d.  unmarried. 
Elizabeth,  b.  July,  1757,  twin  sister  of  Anne,  m. 

Davis,  d, s.j:>. 

Sarah,  b.  April,  1754,  in.  Jonas  Potter. 
VIII.    Lucy,  b,  April,  1756,  m.  Samuel  Fletcher,  See  Fletcher 

Genealogy,  p.  185. 
Benjamin,  b.  Aug,  1758,  d.  1758. 
Peter,  b,  Feb'ry,  23,  1750,  m.  Eunice  Farrar.      Bond. 

p.  728,  gives  the  name  John,  but  it  should  be  Peter. 

(14.)  Col.  Timothy  Jones,  b.  in  Bedford,  March  11,  1748,  d. 

June  1,  1804,  m.  Rebecca  Bateman,  b  Sept  15,174!" 
She  d.  Aug.  13,  1807,  at  the  residence  of  her  dr.  ]\Ii> 
Hill  at  Mason.     Their  children, 
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21.  I.        Polly,  b.  Nov.  17,  1769,  d.  June  28,  1790,  m.  Edward 

Stoariis,  b.  in  IVillcrica,  June  21,  17GH.  Tlicy  had 
one  child,  Edward,  who  die<l  at  the  :ige  of  18  montlis. 

22.  II.       Abigail,   b.  Oct.  13,   1771,  ni.  Edward  Stearns,  the 

husband  of  her  sister  Polly,  21  above.  He  died 
May,  1798,  s.  p.  She  ni.  'id  Sei)t.  22,  1799,  Ptcv. 
Ebenczer  Hill,  b,  at  Cambridge,  Jan'ry,  1766,  grad. 
IT.  C,  17SG,  ord.  at  Mason,  N.'  II.,  Nov.  .3, 1790.  H- 
died  May  20,  1854.  She  died  April  26,  1859.  She 
was  his  third  wife.     Their  cliildren   were, 

23.  I.         Edward  Stearns,  b.  July  19, 1 800,  m.  Catharine  FTough- 

-    ton  of  Milton.     He  d.  at  Koseniond,  111.,  March  24, 
1874.     Their  children, 

24.  1.    Edward  Stearns,  b.  Sept.  28, 1828,  m.  Dec.  13, 

1853,  Mary  Elizabeth  Dater.  Three  children. 

25.  2.    Lucy  Sylvania,  b.  Dec.  5,  1829.  m.  Aug.  8, 

1850,    Charles    Addison     Cragin.      Seven 
children,  five  died  in  infancy. 

26.  3.     Abbie  Jones,  b  Dec.  1,1832,  m  diehard  Lewis's 

Hall,  res.  Oconto,  Wis. 

27.  4.    Harlan  Page,  b.  Sept.  17, 1835,  d.  Dec.  8, 1835 

28.  5.    Ebenezer  Bancroft,  b.  Jan.  24, 1838,  m.  Emma 

Lindsey,  res.  in  St.  Louis. 

29.  6.    Charles  Walter  Houghton,  b.  Feb.  12,   1842, 

m.  Anna  Hawley,  res.  Rosemond,  111. 

30.  7.    Catharine  Maria,  b.  Feb.  9,  1846. 

31.  II.       Rebecca  Howard,  b.  March   13, 1802,  resides  at  Ma- 

son, unm. 

32.  III.      Abigail  Jones,  b.  Feb.  7,  1804,  m.  June  2, 1825,  John 

Kimball,  blacksmith,  res.  Fitzwilliam.  She  d.  Sept. 
9, 1829,  leaving  one  child. 

33.  1.    Abbie  Maria.     She   m.   Charles  Whittemore. 

merchant,  New  York. 

34.  IV.      Maria,  b.  Dec.  14,  1800,  m.  June  4,  1829,  Oliver  H. 

Pratt,  of  Mason,  farmer.  She  d.  Sept.  10,  1835,  they 
had  cne  child,  a  son  d.  in  infancy. 
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35.  V.       Timotl.y,  b.  xMarch  15,  1808,  d.  July  8,  1810. 

36.  VI.      Lucy  S^lvania,  b.  June  14,  1810,  d  Aug.  13,  1827, 


.37.  VII.  Aaeli/.:i,  b.  July  1'2,  1812,  in.  April  4,  1833,  Benj  imin 
Wheeler  Merriain,  merchant.  New  York.  Their 
children, 

38.  1    Adeliza  Francis,  b.  IMarch  3,   1835,  rn.  Rev 

Daniel  Dubois  Sahler. 

39.  2.    Maria  Hill,  b.  Aug.  9,  1837,  ni.  Walter  Frank- 

lin Brush.     He  d.  June  3,  1865. 

40.  3.    Harriet  Wheeler,  b.  Sej.t.  13, 1839,  d.  Feb.  10, 

1845. 

41.  4.    Abbie  Caroline,  b.   Nov.  8,  1841,  m.  William 

Nevins  Crane,  bookseller,  New  York. 

42.  5.    Henry  Everett,  b.  April  10,  1844,  mercliant. 

New  York. 

43.  .  6.    Emma  Rebecca,  b.  April  10,  1850,  d.  Oct.  9, 

1873. 

44.  .,  7.    Annie  Louisa,  b.  Nov.  24,  1852. 

45.  8.    Sarah  Wheeler,  b.  Sept.  1,  1854. 

46.  vm.    Martha,  b.  Ang.  31,  181G,  m.  Sept.  16,  1846,  Rev.  Ed- 

vWin  Ruthven  Hodgman,  b.  Oct.  21,  1819,  Camden, 
Me.,  grad.  D.  C,  1841.  She  d.  May  2,  1854.  Their 
children, 

47.  1.    Edwin  Ruthven  Hill,  b.  Oct.  17,  1847. 

48.  2.    Harriet  Mehitable,  b.  Dec.  8,  1851.    Three  d. 

in  infancy. 

49.  IX.      Rev.  T.  Hill,  d.  d.,  b.  June  30,1819,grad.  D.  C,  lSft,m. 

Nov.  1854,  Frances  Augusta  Hall,  b.  Aug.  26, 1821. 
res.  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Children 

50.  1.    Charles  Francis  Lewis,  b.  Sept.  17,   1858,  d. 

May  12,  1864. 

51.  2.    John  Boynton,  b.  Nov.  3, 1800. 

52.  3.    Henry  Edward,  b.  Feb.  9,  1863. 

58.  III.      John  Jones,  b.  March  12, 1773,  d.  Dec.  20, 1796,  mem- 
ber of  H.  C. 
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54.  IV.      Lucy  Jones,  b.  Nov.  30,  1777,  ni.  Samuel  Lane.   Tlieir 

children, 
65.  1.    David   Woodward,  b.  Oct.  28,  1801,  m.  Eliza 

6 wan   Wilt.     She  d.  Aug.  1,  1SG8.    Their 

children, 

56.  1.    Edward  JJancroft,  b.  Aug.  6,  1824,  d.  Oct.  10, 

1825. 

57.  2.    Lucie  Ann,  b.  July  4,  182G,  m.  Washington 

Harwood. 
68.  3.    Sarah   Adaline,  b.  Aug.   24,  1828,    m.   John 

llyrcanus  Melli-sh,  one  child,  Florence,  b. 

Dec.  5,  185G. 
60.  4.  Frederic  Warren,  b.  July  17,  1830,  d.  Dec.  20, 

1853. 


61.  5.  Abbie  Sylvauia,  b.  Nov.  16,  1832,  ra. 

George  Frye.     Their  children, 

62.  '     1.    Kich.ird  Alfred,  b.  Dec.  8,  18G0. 

63.  2.    Frederic  Bancroft,  b.  June  12,  1863. 

64.  3.    George  Herbert,  b.  Sept.  2,  1865. 

65.  4.    Earl  Clinton,  b.  Maich  18,  1867. 

66.  5.    Abbie  Jane,  b.  Nov.  2,  1871. 

67.  6.    David  Lane,  b.  Jan.  11,  1873. 


68.  6.    Nancie  Angeline  Lane,  b.  March  7,  1885,  d. 

March  5,  1859. 

69.  7.    Lavinia  Frances  Lane,  b.  March  20,  1837,  d. 

Nov.  23,  1864, 

70.  8.    Emma  Lucinda  Lane,  b.  Nov.  12,  1839. 

71.  9.    Adeliza  Woodward  Lane,  b.  Dec.  19,  1841,  d. 

Aug.  12,  1843. 


72.  10.    .John  Henry  Lane,b.  Sept.  14,  1846,  m.  Abbie 

Azubah  Kellogg,  their  children  were, 

73.  1.    Eliza  Abbie,  b.  Oct.  13,  1868, 

74.  2.    Frederic  Henry,  b.  Aug.  19,  1870. 

75.  3.    Charles  Sumner,  b.  Aug.  10,  1S72. 

76.  II.-      Mary  Anne  Lane,  b.  Nov.  24,  1803,  m.  Franklin  Mer. 

riam.     Their  children  were 
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77.  1.    Rev.  George  F.  Meniam,  b.   Oct.  20,   1836, 

fjrad.  A.  C,  18G1,  ordained  over  Cong. 
Cliincli  ill  Greenville,  N.  II ,  m  Elizabeth 
McGowan,  their  oliildren  were, 

.78.  1.    Franklin  Henry,  b.  March  U,  1870. 

79.  2.    Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  July  18,  1871. 


80.  2.    Abbie  R.  Merriam,  b.  March  if),  1839. 

81.  3.  Daniel  Merriani,  b.  May   12,  1841,  d.  Xov.  21. 

18G1. 

82.  4.    Joseph  B.  Merriam,  b.  Dec.  6,  1843,   d.  Feb. 

25,  1869. 

83.  III.      Samuel  Lane,  b.  PY'b.  26,  1807,  d.  June,  1825. 


84.  IV.       Lucy  Rebecca   Lane,   b.  March    SI,  1808,   ni.  Elisha 

Jones  Merriam.     Their  children  were, 

85.  1.    Henry  Wilson  Merriam,  b.  June  20,  1828,  ni. 

'  Fannie  P.  Gulliver. 

86.  2.    Sarah  Caroline  JMerriam,  b.  July  23,  1830,  m. 

William  Wheeler.     He  d.  Oct.   11,  1852, 
she  d.  June  23, 1853.     Their  cliildren  were, 

87.  1.    Henry  E.  Wheeler,  b.  Aug.  23,  1850,  d.  1877. 

88.  2.    William  Wheeler,  b.  Oct.  7,  1852,  d.  July  30, 

1870.  ' 


89.  .3.    Samuel  Lane   Merriam,  b.  Oct.   18,  1832,  m. 

Frances   A.  I,  Learned,   b.  Sept,  30,  1834. 
Their  children  were, 

90.  .  1.  Olive  Lane,b,  Sept.  30,  1857,  d.  June  23 

1863. 

91.  "      2.    Mabel  Frances,  b.. July  13,  18G1. 

92.  3.    Nellie  Josephine,  b.  Jan.  13,  1863. 


93.  4.     Rev.  Edwin  E.  Mernam,b.  Aug.  3, 1836,  grad. 

A.  C,  1858.   Settled  in    Salem,   Fenn.,   d. 
Feb.  17,  1865. 


94.  5.    An  infant  son,  d. 
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95.  6.    Jolin  Jones  Merriam,  b.  Sept.  25,  1839,    rn. 

Amelia  E.   Lovcring,   b.  Sej.t.   20,    1842. 
Their  cliildren  were, 

96.  1.    Helen  l)(niglas,  b.  July  17, 1800. 

97.  2.    Lucy  Kebecea,  b.  May  11,  1S70. 

98.  V.      Abigail   Lane,   b.  Aug.   1811,  in.   Deacon  Tyler  Bre- 

der.     She  died  in  Boston,  March  10,  1877,  «.p. 


99.  VI.      Sarah  E.  Lane,  b.  IX'C.  9,  1813,  d.  April  9,  1818. 

100.  VII.     JNIartha  S.  Lane,  b.  Xov.  1, 1815,  m.  Edmund  Merriam, 

She  d.  Aug.  12,  1859,  he  d.  1876,  res.  Mason,  now 
Greenville.     Their  children  were 

101.  1.    James  W.  Merriam,  b.  Feb.  7,  1837,  d.  Feb. 

18,  1863. 

102.  2.    Lucie  M.  Merriam,  b.  Aug.  18, 1838. 

103.  .  3.    Martha  Jane  Merriam,  b,  July  8, 1841,  d.  March 

31,  1871. 

104.  4.    Charles  E.  Merriam,  b.  July  7,  1843,  d,  Nov. 

18,  1862,  in  the  Union  Army. 

105.  VIII.   John  J.  Lane,  b.  Dec.  15,  1818,  m.  Nov.  16,  1849,  Ma- 

rietta Van  Martin,  b.  April  25,  1829.  He  d.  May  18, 
1868.     She  d.  Juno  28,  1873.     Their  children   were 

106.  1.    John  B.  Lane,  b.  June  11,1851,  d.  Aug.  15, 

1865. 

107.  2.    Marietta  Lane,b.0ct.2, 1852,  d.Xov.  16, 1854. 

108.  3.    Carlisle  J.  Lane,  b.  Sept.  4,  1857. 

109.  4.    Frank  M.  Lane,  b.  Sept.  21,  1859,  d.  Aug.  18, 

1865. 

110.  5.    Albert  J.  Lane,  b.  Nov.  15,  1861. 

111.  6.    Lizzie  J.  Lane,  b.  Nov.  17,  1SG3,  d.  Aug.  13, 

1865. 

112.  7.    Charles  R.  Lane,  b.  Nov.  17,  1866. 

113.  IX.      Daniel  Josiah  Lane,  b.  Feb.  20, 1821,  m.  Aug.  25,  1842, 

Martha  Edsou  Barstow,  b.  April   28,  1824.     Their 
children  were, 
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114.  1.    Louis  Lane,  b.  April  10, 1850,01.  Sept.  20, 1850. 

115.  .2    Clara  Lane,  h.  Sept.  5,  1852,  d.  Jan.  28,  185S. 

116.  3.    Ella  Star  Lane,  b.  Dec.  20,  1855. 

117.  4.    Lla  Clara  Lane,  b.  Dec.  8,  1857. 

118.  5.    Henry  IToward  Lane,  b.  Dec.  31,  1800. 


119.  V.       Timothy  Jones,  b.  in  BcMllord,  March  27, 1780,  m.  18oG, 

Susan  Page  Wilson,  b.  Feb.  8,  17SG.  Their  children, 

120.  1.    Tiniothy  Jones,  b.  Nov.   19,  180G,  d.  Feb.  23. 

1821. 

121.  2.    Frederic  Jones,  b.  P'eb.  4,  1811. 

122.  3.    Susan  Jones,  b.  June  28, 1813.  Three  chilrlren 

died  in  infancy.  Wife  Susan  P.  died  June 
20,  1820,  married,  2d,  Sept.  0,  1821,  Susan, 
W.  Bacon,  no  children.  He  died  at  Mason 
Village,  now  Greenville,  Dec.  11, 1858.  Ilis 
children  Frederic  and  Susan,  both  m.  but 
'    had  no  children. 


123.  VI.     Isaac  Jones,  b.  May  1782,  d.  June  7,  1790. 

124.  A'li.     Sally  Jones,  b.  Aug.  9,  1786,  d.  June  7,  1804,  m.  Nov. 

18,  1800,  Daniel  Cutter  of  Jaflrey,  N.  11.,  b.  Feb.  2, 
1784,  d.  Sept.  28,  1808.     Their  children  were 

125.  1.    Dr.  Daniel   Batemau  Cutter,  b.May  10,  1808, 

grad.  D.  C,  1838,  M.  D.  Yale  College,  1835, 
re.  Dec.  8,1835,  Clementine  Parker,  of  Jaf- 
frey,  b.  Jan.  4, 1811,  d.  Aug.  28, 1871,  m.  2d, 
Tryphena  Tufts  Richardson,  of  Peterboro', 
res.  Peterborough.  Two  children,  both  of 
first  wife. 
•  126.  2.    Sally  Maria  Cutter,  b.  April  10, 1810,  m.  April 

21,  1830,  Vryling  D.  Shattuck.    Four  chil- 
dren, res.  JaftVey. 

127.  3.    Susan  Eliza  Cutter,  b.  Nov.  4,  1812,  ra.  April 

29,    1838,    Charles   Jackson  Fox.       Seven 
children,  res.  Rockton,  III. 

128.  4.    Rachel  Rebecca   Cutter,  b.  April   3,  1815,  m. 

May  18,  1837,  Edmund  Parker  Shattuck. 
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129.  5.    Abigail  .Tones  Cutter,  b.  Aug.  6, 1817,  m.  .June 

15,  1847,  Benjamin  Franklin  Fletcher,  res. 
Rockton,  111,,  one  eliild. 

130.  6.    Lucy  Sylvania  Cutter,  b.  Xov.  7,  1810.  m. 

May  19,  1842,  Elisha  Brooks  Barrett,  res. 
Mason,  N.  II.  She  d.  Feb.  23,  185G,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Frank  Herbert  Barrett 

131.  7.    Kilward  Stearns  Cutter,  b.  March  27,1822,  m. 

May  21,  1850,  Jeniictt   Swan.     Lawyer  in 
Boston.     Four  children. 

132.  8.    Leonard   Ilichardson    Cutter,  b.  July  1,1825) 

m.  April  15,  1852,  Mercy  Tayloi-,  res.  in 
Boston.     Ileal  estate.     Two  children. 

133.  9.    Isaac  Jones  Cutter,  b.  May  31,  1830.  m.  Sept. 

9,  1858,  Margaret  Wood.  Res.  Boston, 
lawyer.     Two  children. 

134.  vin.    Betsey  Jones,  b.  May  1790,  d.  Oct.  9,  1827,  ra.  Oct.  26, 

1812,  James  Wood,  Jr.,  of  Mason,  b.  Scjit. 
9,  1783,  d.  Feb.  17,  1837.  Farmer.  Their 
children  were 

135.  1.    James  Harvey   Wood,  b.  May  30,  1814,  m.  at 

La  Harp,  111.,  Oct.  17,  1839,  Mary  Ann 
Johilson,  res.  Warsaw,  111.,  manulacturer  of 
plows  and  wagons,  and  banker,  removed  to 
Denver,  Col.,  and  died  there  P\'b.  1877. 
Three  children, 

136.  2.    Harriet  Wood,  b.  March  16,  1816,  m.  Sept. 

11,  1839,  Winslow  Ames,  Jersey  City 
Manufacturer  railroad  fastenings.  One  child 

137.  .  1.    James  Hervey  Ames. 

138.  8.    Lydia  Wood,  b.  May   25,  1820,  m.  March  24, 

'l857,  Hervey   Tufts.     Res.   Denver,    Col. 
One  child, 

139.  1.    Charles  Winsloir  Tufts. 

140.  4.    Betsey  Jones  Wood,  b.  Oct.  3,  1827,  m.  Dec. 

17, 1854,  Charles  R.  Davis,  res. Denver,  Col. 
One  child, 

141.  1.    Ann  Kate  Davis. 
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142.  IX.      Mary  Sylvnni:i  Jones,  b.  June  17,  1793,  d.  Oct.  V.*, 

1853,  m.  Feb.  27,  1816,  Joel  Cutter,  residence  J:if- 
frey,  farmer.     Their  cliildreii  were 

143.  1.    Joel    ITobart    Cutter,   b.   Nov.  23,    181G,   m. 

Sibbel  Bachelder  Cutter.  He  d.  Sept.  17 
1859. 

144.  2.    Tlmotliy  Jones  Cutter,  b.  Aug.  1, 1818,  d.  Xov. 

28,  1843. 

145.  3.    Mary  Sylvania    Cutter,  b.  Sept.   20,  1820,  m 

Sept.  16,  1841,  Isaac  Sylvester  Ru.s.scl! 
of  Mason.     She  d.  April  16,  1842,  s.  p. 

146.  4.    Frederic  Augustus  Cutter,  1),  Dec.  28,  1842, 

m.  1st,  Clara  Tomlin,  b.  Dec.  28, 1843.  Slie 
d.  Dec.  28,  1851,  2d,  Rebecca  Chatlin.  He 
d.  January  8,  1867.  Res.  Mulino  Hill,  N.  J. 
Physician. 

147.  "  6.    Nehemiah  Cutter,  b.  March  24,  1825,  m.  April 

2,  1850,  Emily  Adeline  Bailey.  Res.  Jaf- 
frey.     Farmer.     Two  children. 

148.  6.    Franklin  Ploratio  Cutter  b.  May  26,  1827,  m. 

Sept.  12,  1852,  Rhoana  Bennett.  Res. 
Jaffrey.      Farmer.      Two  children. 

149.  7.    Richard   Albert  Cutter,  b.  May  15,  1830,   d 

March  29,  1857,  unm. 

150.  8.    Henry  Lyman    Cutter,  b.  Nov.  11,   1832,  d. 

Feb.  3,  1855.  unm. 

151.  9.    Elizabeth  Rebecca  Cutter,  b.  Oct.  9,  1834,  m. 

Feb.  7,  1864,  Rev.  Charles  Guild,  res.  in 
Maine.     Two  children. 

152.  10.    Ebenezer  Bancroft  Cutter,  b.  Oct.  30, 1837,  ni. 

March  20,  ISGO,  Ann  J.  Bennett,  of  Rindge. 
Resides  in  Rindge,  carriage  maker. 

153.  iix.     John  Isaac  Jones,  b. 1796,  d. 1814. 

There  are  no  descendants  of  John  Farwell-  of  Henry^  of  Con- 
cord, bearing  the  name  of  Farwell,  but  in  the  name  of  Jones  and 
descendants  of  John  Jones,  they  are  very  numerous.  I  have 
traced  only  one  line  of  that  name. 
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(6.)  Joseph  Farwellr  IIenvy,»  b.  Dec.  2G,  1640,  at  Concord, 
went  with  his  iathor  to  Chelmsford,  m.  Dec.  25,  1666^ 
Hannali  Learned,  b.  in  VVoburn  August  24,  1649,  dr.  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  (Stearns)  Learned.  Her  lather,  Isaac 
Learned,  b.  in  Enghmd,  was  the  son  of  William  and  Ju- 
dith Learned,  who  came  from  England,  and  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  in  Charlestown,  lG:i2,  10,  2.  Her 
mother,  Mary  Stearns,  was  the  dr.  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
Stearns,  who  carae  irom  England  and  settled  in  Water- 
town  in  1630      Their  children  were, 

7.  1.  Hannah  Farwell,-   b.  Jan.  20,  1G67-8. 

8.  II.         .Joseph   Farwell,-  b,  July  24,  1670,  m.  at  Chelmsford 

Hannah  Coburn,  two  children  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  5, 
1696,  and  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  11,  1698.  were  b.  in 
Chelmsford.  He  then  removed  to  Groton,  where'his 
other  children,  eight  in  number,  were  born. 

9.  III.        Elizabeth    Farwell,^   b.   June   9,   1G72,  m.  Jan.  1693, 

John  Richardson,  son  of  Josiah  llichardson. 

10.  IV.       Henry  Farvvell,^  b.   Dec.  18,  1674,  m.    Susannah,  -f- 

Richardson,  daughter  of  Josiah  Richardson. 

11.  V.        Isaac   Farwell,"*  m. -,  removed  from  Milford    to 

Mansfield,  Connecticut. 

Sarah  Farwell,^  b.  Sept.  2,  1683. 

John  Farwell,-'  b.  June  15,  1686. 

William  Farwell,^   b.  Jan.  21,  1688,  settled  in  Gvoton- 

Oliver  Farwell,^  b.  1691,  killed  by  Indians.+ 

Olive  Farwell,-'*  b.  Nov.  1692. 
About  the  year  1699,  Joseph  Farwell2  bought  with  Thomas 
Colburu,  the  Waldo  farm  in  Dunstable,  bounded  south  by  the 
Tyng  farm,  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  brook  near  Tyngs- 
borough  meeting  house,  its  Indian  name  great  Naacook,  to  the 
mouth  of  Howard's  brook,  its  Indian  name  Little  Naacook  on 
which  Washburn's  brush  factory  is  hnWt,  and  extending  from  the 
river  west  to  Brattle's  farm.  They  made  a  division,  and  Farwell 
took  the  southern  part,  and  by  his  deed,  dated  June  25,  1702,  con- 
veyed one  third  part  of  his  {tortion  of  tlie  farm  to  his  son,  Henry 
Farwell.3  Joseph  and  Henry  with  their  families  removed  to  Dun- 
stabb  in  the  year  1699  and  settled  upon  this  part,  Joseph  residing 
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on  tlie  farm  lately  owneil  and  occupied  by  his  great  grandson' 
John  Farwell,'  Esq.,  and  Henry  on  the  larui  lately  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  Capt.  Asa  Butterficld,  and  long  known  as  Buttertield's 
"tavern.  His  house,  standing  in  a  commanding  position,  was  in 
the  time  of  the  Indian  wars  used  as  a  garrison  house,  in  which,  as 
reported  by  Fox,  p.  90,  '28  out  of  86,  or  more  than  one  quarter 
part  of  all  the  inhabitants  ol  the  place,  found  shelter,  leaving  to 
be  sheltered  by  the  other  six  garrisons  only  58  ol  the  people. 

Josejth  Farwell  is  styled  in  the  old  Dunstal>ie  records  Ensign 
Farwell,  and  that  title  appears  upon  his  gravestone  in  the  old 
Dunstable  graveyard.  He  was  immediately  after  his  settlement 
in  the  town  employed  in  vnrious  offices  in  the  town  business. 
He  was  selectman  in  1701,  'J,  5,  7,  10,  highway  surveyor  in  1700^ 
and  on  im|)ortant  committees  in  1702,  7,  I'i,  16  arid  17.  His 
will  is  dated  Nov.  13,  1711.  He  died  Dec.  31,  172-2,  in  the  82d 
year  of  his  age. 

Joseph  Farwell,'-  in  his  M'ill  dated  Nov.  13,  1711,  gave  to  his  sun, 
Oliver   Farwell,"  the  following  legacy:    "Item,  I  do  give  and  be- 
queath to  my  son,  Oliver  Farwell,  and  to   his  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators  forever,  one-half  of  my  housings  and  lands  I  have 
now  in  my  possession,  when  he  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.     Also  I  do  give  him  one  pair  of  andiroiis.     Also  I  do  give 
and  bequeath  to  him,  my  son  Oliver,  and  to  iiis  heirs,  the  other 
part  of  my  housings   and  lauds,  which  I  have  in  possession,  after 
the  decease  of  my  wife,  Hannah  Farwell,  if  in  the  meantime  of  our 
lives,  he  doth  take  the  whole   care  of  us  both  in   sickness  and  in 
health,  and  bestow  upon  us  or  either  of  us  a  decent  burial.'''     In 
a  previous  item  he  had  given  to  his  wife  "all  my  movable  goods, 
both  within  the  house  and  abroad,  of  all  sorts  whatsoever  to  be  at 
her  disposal  forever,  except  one  pair  of  andirons."     There  is  also 
added,    "  Before  signing  and  sealing  it  is  understood  that  all  my 
other  children,  both  sons  and  daughters,  have  received  their  full 
portion  of  my  (estate)   already."     One  would  like  to  know  what 
there  was   peculiar  about  that  "  pair  of  andirons"  that  it  should 
be  excepted  from  the  general  legacy  of  all  movables,  and  given  by 
special  legacy  to  the  son  ;  but  the  reason,  whatever  it  might  be,  is 
lost  in  oblivion.   By  "housings''  in  this  will  no  doubt  is  intended 
the  buildings  on  the  farm.     Joseph  Farwell-  died   Dec.  31,  1722, 
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as  is  shown  Ly  his  gnivestotie.  No  stone  mnrks  thu  place  of  the 
grave  of  his  wife,  nor  is  any  record  found  of  the  date  oi'her  death. 
Mr.  Fox,  in  the  GeneaU)ufy  of  tlic  early  settlers  of  Dunstable^ 
oinits  the  name  of  Jose)>li,'-  thus  elitninaliny;  a  wliole  generation, 
and  makes  Henry"'  to  br  the  son  of  his  grandfather,  IFenry'  of 
Concord.  Misled  by  this  authority,  Savage,  Kidder  and  Farmer 
repeat' the  statement  that  Henry-'  was  the  son  of  Henry. i 

(10.)  Henry  Farwell,"  Joseph,-    Heni-y,i  by  Savage,  For  and 

Kidder,  said  to  be  the  son  ofHenry  of  Concord,  was 
the  son  of  Joseph-  arid  grandson  of  Heiny.'     He  was 
born  in  Chelmsford  Dec,  18,  1674,  He  married  Jan^ 
23,   1695-6,  Susannah    Richardson  of    Chelmsford. 
The  record  of  their  iniirriage  I  copy  for  its  quaintness 
as  follows,  "  Henry  Farwell  and  Susannah  Richard- 
son   entered  into  covenant    of  marriage    Jan.  23, 
1695-6,  betbre  Mr.  Thomas  Clark."  Clark  was  a  min- 
ister of  Chelmsford,  and  as  appears  in  this  and  other 
instances,  such  was  his  form  of  recording  marriages 
Ezekiel  Richardson,  Samuel  Richardson  and  Thomas  Richard- 
son, brothers,  came    from   England   about  1630,   and    settled  in 
Charlestown,  and  when  Woburn,  which  was  Charlestown  Village, 
was  or<^allized  and  settled  as  a  town,  were  among   the   first  and 
principal  inhabitants.       Prom  these  brothers  are   descended  most 
persons  of  the  name  in  New  England.     Ezekiel  died  at  Woburn, 
Oct.  21,  1647.     .Josiah  was  the  son  and  third  child  of  Ezekiel  and 
\'<  •\§'isan"=^l^  baptized  at  Charlestown,  Nov.  7,  1635.     Hem.  at  Con- 
V'\  .L-^^'^ord,  June  6,  1659,  Rcmoinbrance,  dr.  of  William   Underwood  of 
Concord,  afterwards  ot   Chelmsford.     He  removed  to  and  settled 
in  Chelmsford  as  early  as  1659.     He  was  selectman    of  the  town 
for    14    years,  town  clerk  4  years,  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and  for 
many  years  a  leading  and  principal  man  of  the  place.     He  d.  June 
22,  1695.    The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  £697,  5,  6.     Susannah^ 

his  eiglith  and  youngest  child,  b. 1676,  m  Henry  Farwell  \ 

Vinton,  in  the  Richardson  Genealogy,  says,  "  She  was  his  second 
wife,  his  first  wife,  Olive,  d.  March  1,  1691."  The  entry  in  the 
Chelmsford  record  is  "Olive,  the  relict  of  Henry  Farwell,  died 
March  1,  1691,"  thus  plainly  showing  that  she  was  the  widow  not 
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the  wife  of  Henry  Farwell.  She  was  the  grandmother  of  Hen- 
ry,^ and  as  the  liusband  of  the  grandmother  is,  in  law,  the  grand- 
father of  her  grandchildren,  he  thus  became  by  this  marriage  hi& 
own  grandfather.  As  he  was  born  in  Dec.  1674,  he  was  not  yet 
17  years  old  when  this,  his  first  wife,  according  to  Vinton,  died. 
The  children  of  ITenry^  and  Susannah  were, 

Henry  Farwell,^  b.  Oct.  4,  169G,  at  CheIm8ford+ 

Josiah  Farwell,^  b.  Aug.  17,  1698,  at  Chelmsford.-f. 

.Jonathan  Farwell,^  b.  July  24, 1700,  at  Dunstable.-f 

Susannah  Farwell,*  b.  Feb.  19,  1703,  m.  Dea.  Ben- 
jamin Brown  of  Reading. 

Isaac  Farwell,4  b.  Dec.  4,  1704.-|- 

Sarah  Farwell,*  b.  Dec.  4,  1706.+ 

Elizabeth  Farwell,*  b. 1715.+ 

Hannah  Farwell,  b.  ApriM4, 1719,  d.  Dec.  8,  1793.-f 
Henry  FarwelP  at  once  became  a  leading  and  active  man  in 
the  aSairs  and  business  of  town  and  church.  In  military  affairs 
he  was  Lieutenant  and  Captain.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  in  the  years  1706,  10,  12,  13,  14,15,  16,  18,  19,  20, 
26  and  28,  and  probably  in  the  years  1708,  9  and  11,  in  which 
years  no  record  is  found  of  the  names  of  the  selectmen.  lie  was 
moderator  of  town  aud  proprietors'  meetings  sixteen  times  be- 
tween the  years  1719  and  1730,  and  was  appointed  twenty-eight 
times  on  important  committees  in  the  affairs  aud  business  of  the 
place.  He  was  also  a  deacon  in  the  church.  No  man  in  the  town 
was,  during  those  years,  so  often  appointed  to  places  of  honor  and 
trust.  His  will  be:ir.>  date  Sept.  1,1738.  I  copy  a  portion  of  it  as 
follows:  "In  the  name  of  God,  amen.  The  twenty-sixth  day  of 
Sept.,  Anno  Domini,  1738,  l,  Henry  Farwell  of  Dunstable  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  Gentleman,  being  sick  and  weak  but  of  perfect  mind 
and  memory,  thanks  be  to  God  therefor,  and  knowing  that  it  is 
appointed  for  all  men  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  ray  last  will 
and  testament,  and   first  I  recommend  my  soul*  to  God  who  gave 

*  This  form  in  wills,  common  in  those  days,  was  the  last  relic  of  Popery 
with  us.  When  the  Pope  had  all  the  ecclesiastical,  and  a  large  share  of  the 
temporal  power,  and  the  priests  almost  all  the  learning,  wlicn  the  harons 
signed  their  names  with  a  cross,  or  used  a  seal  engravedVor  their  signatures, 
the  whole  subject  of  wills  and  testaments  and  administration  of  estates  wa? 
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it  and  my  body  to  the  dust  to  be  decently  buried  by  my  executors 
hereafter  named." 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  £2744,  equal,  allowing  for  the 
value  of  money  at  this  time,  to  about  $10,000,  showing  that  he  was 
probably  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  i)lace,  and  yet  I  have 
searched  in  vain  lor  liis  grave.  No  stone  marks  his  resting  place.* 
The  date  of  his  death  I  have  not  ascertained.  His  will  was 
presented  for  Probate  Dec.  4, 1738.  He  gives  to  "  my  grand- 
daughter, Hannah  Farvvell,  daughter  of  my  son,  Josiah  Farwell,  de- 
ceased, the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  good  bills  of  credit' 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-six  shillings  per  ounce  of  silver."  To  the 
three  grandchildren,  "children  of  my  son  Jonathan,  deceased,  one 
hundred  pounds  each."  To  his  daughters,  all  married,  sums,  with 
what  they  had  already  received,  making  u)»  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  each.  His  wife  Susannah,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
use  ot  all  his  personal  estate  and  his  homestead  liirm  "  during  her 
widowhood,  but  if  married  again  to  have  only  the  share  the  law 
would  give  her,"  was  so  much  atfected  in  nund  by  the  death  of 
her  husband,  of  her  sou  Josiah  and  other  relatives  and  friends 
slain  by  the  Indians,  and  of  her  son  Jonathan  drowned  in  the 
Amoskeag  Falls,  that  she  became  insane,  and  was  removed  to 
Hollis,  and  died  there  in  the  thmily  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cum- 
minss.  On  account  of  the  lanxe  iiroiiertv  iiiven  to  her  bv  her 
husband's  will  slie  was  put  under  guardianship  of  Dea.  Benjamin 
Brown  of  Reading,  who  married  her  daughter  Susannali.  The 
residue  of  his  estate  he  gave  to  his  sons  Henry  and  Isaac,  who 
were  appointed  executors  of  the  will. 

It  next  remains  for  me  to  detail  the  history  and  sad  fate  ol  his 
son  Oliver,  for  whom  the  above  provisions  were  made  In  his  will. 


in  the  hands  of  the  clergy.  They  tauijlit  the  people  that  it  was  in  their  power 
to  speed  tlie  soul  ot  the  depart-'d  ta  bliss,  or  leave  it  in  purgatory,  and  the 
body  withoiit  their  pormissiou  could  not  be  coaiinitted  to  consecrated  earth. 
Haviatrthus  the  power  over  tlie  soul  and  the  nody,  and  tiie  administration 
of  the  goods  of  the  deceased  in  their  liands,  they  could  lake  cliarge  of  such 
bequests  both  of  ^oul  and  body.  But  executors  in  these  days  claiming  no 
such  powers,  this  form  of  bequests  is  now  seMom  introduced  into  wills. 

*This  man,  so  busy,  active  and  useful  in  his  life,  is  buried  in  an  unknown 
grave,  but  in  a  "private  burying  ground  occupied  by  the  families  of  two  of  his 
grauddaugbters,  I  found  a  little  gravestone  about  eight  inches  high    by  ten 

wide,  with  this  inscription  :  The  tv,'ins,  born, d. .    Thus  these  buds  of 

being,  who  did  not  live  long  enough  to  have  names,  have  all  the  immortality 
that  a  gravestone  will  give. 
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It  is  Stated  by  Fox,  p.  243,  that  "  Oliver  Farwell,  son  of  Henry, 
Sen.  born  1G91,  nianicd  M:iry  Cuminlngs."  If  by  Ifenry  Sen.  he 
intends  Henry  oi'  Cojjcord,  Oliver  was  his  grandson,  and  if  he 
means  Henry  Sen.  of  Dunstable,  lie  was  his  brother.  Oliver  was 
the  son  of  Josejdi  Farwel],'-'  a  man  of  note  in  his  day  in  Dunstable, 
but  his  name  is  tound  in  Fox  only  once,  signed  first  of  thiee,  of  a 
committee  to  a  |)etition  to  the  General  Court  for  aid,  dated  July 
28, 1701,  p.  72,  This  leaving  out  of  Joseph  led  to  the  calling 
Henry  of  Dunstable  the  son  of  his  grandlather,  Henry  of  Concord. 
(15.)  Oliver  P^arwell,-^  b.  1G91,  m.  Mary   Cunimings,  dr.  of 

Thomas  Cummings   of  Dunstable.     Their  children 

were, 

25.  1.  Mary  Farwell,^  b.  May  8,  17 IG. 

26.  II.  Oliver  Farwell,^  b.  Nov.  19,  1717.-f 

27.  III.  Benjamin  Farwell,-^  b.  May  14,  1720. 

28.  rv.  Sarah  Farwell,-*  b.  May  8,  1724. 

He  came  of  age  after  the  date  of  his  lather's  will,  and  married 
before  his  father's  death,  and  after  his  father's  death  was  residing 
with  his  tine  little  family,  with  his  widowed  mother,  in  circum- 
stances promising  prosperity  and  happiness;  but  tlie  sad  fate  of 
death  and  bereavement  was  iuipemling  over  them  all.  On  the 
morning  of  Sept.  5, 1724,  news  came  that  his  townsmen,  Blanchard 
and  Cross,  had  probably  been  killed  or  carriet]  captive  by  the 
Indians,  and  he  was  summoned  to  join  with  his  fellow  townsmen 
in  pursuit  of  the  foe.  Blanchard  and  Cross  were  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  or  rather  the  gatliering  of  turpentine  from  the  june 
trees  standing  on  the  north  side  of  Nashua  river,  on  what  was  af- 
terwards called  Indian  Head.  There  was  then  no  dwelling  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  it  was  their  cUsto)n  to  return  at  night 
to  the  south  side  and  find  lodgings  at  LovewelTs  mill  on  Salmon 
brook.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  September  they  came  not  as 
usual,  and  the  alarm  was  spread,  that  they  had  pi'obably  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  A  party  of  ten  ot  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  the  j)Iace,  of  whom  .losiah  Farwell,  the  l^ieut.  Farwell 
of  Lovewell's  fight,  and  Oliver  Farwell,  his  uncle,  were  two,  under 
the  command  of  Ebenezer  French,  a  sergeant  of  the  militiai 
started  on  tl»e  morning  of  the  5th  of  September  in  pursuit  and 
search  for  their  friends.     When  they  ariived  at   the  ]>lace  where 


BEMINISCEXCE8  OP   OLD   DUNSTABLE.  113 

Blanchard  and  Cross  had  been  working,  they  found  tliat  the  hoops 
of  the  barrels  tliat  contained  the  tur]»entine  had  been  cut,  and  the 
turpentine  had  run  out,  and  from  the  marks  on  the  trees,  made 
with  coal  and  grease,*  they  understood  that  the  men  had  been 
taken  and  carried  off  captives.  Josiah  Farwell  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  turpentine  had  not  ceased  to  8])read,  hence  they 
concluded  that  the  Indians  had  been  gone  but  a  short  time,  and 
determined  on  immediate  pursuit.  Josiah  Farwell  advised  them 
to  take  a  circuitous  route,  in  order  to  avoid  an  ambuscade.  Un- 
fortunately Farwell  and  French  were  then  at  variance,  having  a 
short  time  before  had  a  misunderstanding  and  dispute.  French 
imputed  this  advice  to  cowardice,  and  called  out,  "  I  am  going  to 
take  the  straight  path  ;  if  any  of  you  are  not  afraid  let  him  follow 
rae,"  and  led  on.  The  whole  party  followed,  Josiah  Farwell  fall- 
ing into  the  rear.  The  route  was  up  the  Merrimac  river.  At 
Naticook  brook,  near  what  is  known  as  Thornton's  Ferrv,  thev 
were  waylaid  and  fired  upon  by  the  Indians,  and  the  larger  part 
of  their  number  instantly  killed.  A  few  fied  but  were  overtaken 
and  slain.  French  Avas  killed  under  an  oak  tree  which  in  1823 
was  still  standing  in  3Ir.  John  Lund's  field  in  Merrimac,  about  a 
mile  from  the  place  of  the  first  attack,  .Josiah  Farwell  in  the  rear, 
seeing  those  before  him  full,  sprang  behind  a  tree,  discharged  his 
gun  and  ran.  Two  Indians  pursued  him.  The  chase  was  vigor- 
ously kept  up  for  some  time  without  much  advantage  gained,  till 
Farwell,  passing  through  a  thicket,  the  Indians  lost  sight  of  him 
and  probably  fearing  that  he  might  have  reloaded  his  gun,  left 
the  pursuit.  He  was  the  unly  one  of  the  company  that  escaped. 
In  his  flight  In.-  lost  his  gun  and  his  coat,  and  a  sum  of  money  in 
the  pocket  lie  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  compensation  for 
tliese  kisses,  and  a  sum  of  money  was  gi-anted  to  him,  for  that 
purpose.  Thus  he  alone  escajted  at  this  time,  but  only  the  next 
year  to  fall  by  the  han<l  of  the  same  savage  enemy.  Who  can 
fancy  the  feelings  of  dread  anguish  ajid  distress  of  this  poor  man, 
'making  liis  huiriod  and  solitary  way  through  the  forest,  burdened 
witii  the  messuge  tolas  friends  of  this  awful,  heartrending  calami- 
ty. In  fear  of  pursuit  by  this  wily  foe  he  hurried  along  through 
the  woofls  and  swamps  in  constant  dread  of  being  overtaken  and 


*Fox,  p.  loT,  says,  "*  wax  ami  grease,"  where  did  they  get  the  wax? 
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killed,  nor  C()uld  he  tool  ;i  moinent'H  safety  till  he  reached  and 
crossed  the  then  hridt^eless  river.  When  he  came  to  a  haljitation 
he  had  to  announce  his  tenible  inessao;e,  overvvholrnin:^  with  woe 
all  he  met  or  spoke  with,  but  little  could  he  think  or  anticipate 
that  in  less  than  one  short  year  lie  would  himself  fall  before  the 
same  remorseless  foe,  and  would  be  left  in  the  wihlerness,  miles 
and  miles  from  any  human  fiabitation,  to  die  a  lingerini;  death, 
in  pain  and  sufferini;- from  an  incurable  wound.  On  his  way  he 
went,  heart-broken,  to  tell  to  that  family  with  its  brood  of  little 
children,  so  hapjiy  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  mother  cheei-- 
ful  but  anxious,  the  grandmother  serene  in  old  age,  sharing  in  the 
labors  and  duties  of  the  household,"  that  the  father,  the  husband, 
the  son,  had  fallen  dead  in  the  midst  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends  by  the  hand  of  the  savage  enemy.  What  lamentations, 
what  congregated  grief  in  that  little  neighborhood  I  But  duty 
required  at  the  hand  of  the  living,  that  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
should  be  sought  out  and  buried.  In  a  mournful  ])rocession  they 
were  brought  from  the  wilderness,  where  scattered  about  they 
were  found  lying  dead,  an<l  with  funeral  rites  of  which  I  have 
found  no  description,  were  buried  it  is  said  in  one  capacious  grave 
in  the  old  graveyard  in  the  south  i)art  of  Nashua,  ko  doubt  the 
statements  of  one  grave  is  strictly  true.  In  the  ancient  graveyard 
(there  was  then  none  between  this  and  Canada,)  are  four  modest 
little  gravestones,  standing  closely  side  by  side  with  inscriptions 
as  follows : 

MKMENTO    JIOKI. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Tliomas  Luud 

who  departed  this  life  Sept.  5"'  1724  in  the 

p  •  ^'t-  42*1  year  of  his  age 

'  This  man  with  seven  more  that  lies  in 

this  grave  was  Slew  All  in  A  day 

by  the  Indiens 

This  inscription  was  copied  by  me  from  the  gravestone.  Much 
of  its  quaintness  is  lost  in  all  the  printed  copies  I  have  seen  by 
sinking  the  cajiital  letters,  S  in  slew^  A  in  all  and  A  in  a  day  and 
spelling  Indians.  The  original  is  a  perfect  sample  of  the  unlet- 
tered muse  of  Gray's  elegy. 

Mr.  Fox  puts  Lt.  and  Mr,  Nason,  Lieut.,  before  the  name  of 
Oliver  Farwell  on  his  gravestone.     Mr.  is  the  true  reading.    Oliver 
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Farwell  had  no  military  title.  French  was  probably  buried  in  the 
part  of  the  graveyard  in  which  the  French  family  were  buried.  I 
have  found  no  monument  with  his  name  ujion  it.  No  doubt  the 
gravestones  of  Lund,  Fnrwell,  Cummings  and  Carter  are  placed 
at  the  head  ot  each  of  their  coffins. 

Here  Lies  y^  Body 

of  Mr.  Oliver  Farwell 

M'lio  l)cc'^  Septem'"" 

y«5  1724  in  y'" 
33  year  of  his  age. 


Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  ot 

Mr.  EI)enezer  Curaings 

who  Dec'  Sept'"  5  1724  in  ye 

29'*'  year  of  his  age. 


Here  Lies  y«  Body  of  Mr. 

Benjamin  Carter  who  Dec'i  Sept' 

the  5"'  1724  iu  the  23  year 

of  his  ase. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  gravestone  of  Lund  is  an  unoccupied 
space  sufficient  for  the  tour  more  coffins  deposited  in  "this  grave.' 
These  four  with  French  will  make  nine,  and  Farwell,  who  escaped, 
makes  ten,  the  whole  number  of  the  expedition.  Penhallow,  N. 
H.  Hist.  CplL,  Vol.  1,  i>.  109,  states  that  the  number  of  the  com- 
pany under  French  was  fourteen,  but  the  tradition  in  the  Farwell 
family  always  stated  the  number  to  be  ten,  and  Josiah  Farwell 
in  his  petition  for  compensation  for  his  losses,  says,  "I  was 
among  the  ten  who  were  ambuscaded,"  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  his  statement  is  true. 

Blanchard  and  Cross,  for  whose  rescue  the  expedition  was  im- 
dertakeu,  were  carried  to  Canada  an,d  detained  about  a  year,  and 
worked  out  their  redemption  by  building  a  saw  mill  for  the 
Frenchmen  in  Canada. 

The  story  of  the  battle  with  the  Indians  at  Peqwacket  is  told 
with  so  much  minuteness  of  detail  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  History  of 
Dunstable,  and  by  Mr.  Kidder,  iu  the  Expeditions  of  Cajit.  John 
Lovewell  as  well  as  by   Belknap  and  in  cotemporary  nan-atives* 
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that  I  shall  i)Ot  undertake  to  repeat  it  liere,  but  will  confine  what 
I  have  to  ofler  prineijiaily  to  the  fate  of  Lieut.  Josiah  Farwell, 
the  story  of  whose  lbrUine.s  I  frequently  heard  in  my  early  days 
related  by  Col.  Banerofl.  Josiah  Farwell  was  the  brother-in-law 
of  Capt.  Lovewell,  having  married  his  sister.  He  had  been  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  most,  if  not  all  of  his  "  Plxpeditions,"  and  no 
doubt  went  on  this,  his  last  expedition,  with  an  ardent  desire  to 
avenge  upon  the  savages  the  death  of  his  friends,  Sept.  5,  1724. 
The  story  was  related  by  Col.  Bancroft  to  me  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  the  same  in  substance  as  is  now  in  the  printed  reports. 
He  said  he  heard  it  repeatedly  told  by  Dea.  Noah  Johnson,  who 
was  a  sergeant  in  Lovewell's  company  and  was  wounded  in  the 
battle,  the  same  ball  being  shot  through  both  his  M'rists.  Grants 
of  money  were  made  to  him  several  times  by  the  General  Court 
on  account  of  disability  from  these  wounds. 

Lieut.  Josiah  Farwell,  early  in  the  battle,  was  shot  through  the 
body,  inflicting  an  incurable,  mortal  wound.  His  men  endeavored 
to  get  him  home  with  them,  but  he,  being  satisfied  that  his  wound 
was  mortrd,  insisted  that  they  should  make  no  delay  on  his  ac- 
count, but  leave  him  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  fort 
and  home.  They  built  for  him  a  camp,  and  placed  in  it  Avhat  they 
could  for  his  comfort,  and  left  this  brave  man  to  die  alone  in  the 
wilderness.  The  next  Spring  his  friends  went  to  look  after  his 
remains.  He  had  bent  down  a  sapling  and  tied  his  handkerehiel 
to  the  top  of  it  as  a  signal  by  which  to  find  his  camj),  and  by  that 
means  it  was  readily  found,  and  they  took  uj»  his  body'and  buried 
it  in  the  forest. 

Of  Lieut  Farwell  Col.  Bancroft  adds,  "  Li  personal  a])pearauce 
he  was  said  to  resemble  me.''  If  so,  he  was  in  stature  more  than 
six  feet,  large,  well  built,  of  a  strong  ami  powerful  frame. 

Mr.  Fox,  j).  119,  states  Mr.  Farwell  hold  out  to  the  eleventh 
<lay,  during  which  time  he  had  nothing  to  eat  but  water  and  a 
few  roots  that  he  chewed,  and  cites  Penhallow,  1,  X,  H.,  Col.  j>. 
16.  No  such  statement  was  made  to  me  by  Col.  Bancroft  and  it 
seems  to  me  incredible  that  woumled  as  he  was  and  exhausted  l>y 
the  severe  fighting  through  the  hot  day  without  refreshments,  he 
could  have  survived  to  the  eleventh  day  with  no  food  but  n>ots 
and  water,  and   also  that   if  he   lived   eleven  days,  he  should   not 
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have  reached  the  fort  which  was  only  forty  miles  from  the  pond. 
Penhallow  states  that  "  Eleazar  Davis  was  tlie  last  that  got  in,. 
that  the  report  Davis  gave  me  was,  that  Farwell,  Jo)ies,  Frye  and 
Davis,  who  were  all  wounded,  marched  towards  the  fort,  that 
Jones  steered  another  way  and  got  safe  into  Saco,  that  Frye  died 
three  days  after,  that  Farwell  held  out  in  his  return  till  the 
eleventh  day,  though  he  had  nothing  to  eat  but  water  and  a  few 
roots  that  ho  chewed,  that  the  same  day,  i.  e.  the  eleventh  day? 
he,  Davis  caught  a  fish  which  he  broiled  and  was  greatly  refreshed 
therewith,  but  that  the  Lieut,  was  so  much  spent  that  he  could 
not  taste  a  bit ;  that  he  being  now  alone  still  made  toward  the 
fort  and  the  next  day  came  to  it  where  he  found  some  pork,  bread 
etc."  Such  is  the  statement  of  Davis,  but  as  neither  he  nor  Far- 
well  were  wounded  in  the  limbs,  it  seems  incredible  that  they 
should  not  have  arrived  at  the  fort  forty  miles  distant,  in  less  than 
twelve  days,  and  that  Farwell,  having  no  sustenance  but  chewed 
roots,  (query  what  roots  ?)  and  water,  should  with  this  incurable 
wound  have  lived  eleven  days.  Allowance  may  be  luade  for  ex- 
aggeration on  the  part  of  Davis.  Farwell's  friends  found  his 
camp  by  the  signal  he  tied  to  the  sa])ling,  and  took  up  his  body  and 
buried  it.  About  these  flacts  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  they 
built  a  camp  and  left  him  in  it,  is  stated  by  Dea.  Noah  Johnson. 
Gov.  Wentworth  of  X.  JI.,  immediately  on  getting  news  of 
Lovewell's  defeat,  sent  Capt.  Chester  with  a  comj)any  of  53  men 
to  '«Osaby."  Capt.  C.  in  his  rejiort  says :  "  It  raining  all  Tuesday* 
marched  but  little,  but  sent  out  several  scouts  all  that  day  in  hopes 
of  finding  some  of  Capt.  Lovewell's  wounded  men.  On  Thursday 
before  tiiey  came  to  Osaby  Pond  they  discovered  a  Track  of  Indians 
much  Larger  than  theirs,  and  then  Quickly  found  Lovewell's  Fort 
fast  shut  ni>,  they  got  into  the  Fort  where  they  found  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  Provisions,  and  sundry  Things  with  a  writeing 
on  a  bark  that  the  nien  that  went  out  were  all  lost.  The  (next  ?) 
day  our  people  heard  several  Lidians,  and  heard  the  Dogs  bark  ; 
so  found  they  were  discovered,  and  missing  your  men  (that  of 
Tyng's  company),  thought  It  advisable  to  return  lest  they  meet 
the  same  fate."  So  writes  Gov.  Wentworth  under  date  of  May  23, 
1725,  to  Gov.  Duinmer  of  Mass.achusetts.  It  would  seem  that  this 
company  did  not  go  to  the  i)ond  and  battle  groun<l,  but  after  stay- 
ing a  time  at  the  fort  conclu  le»l   to  return.     See   Kidder,  p.  7y. 
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Penhallow,  N.  H.  Hist.  Col.,  p.  117,  says,  "about  fifty  men  from 
New  IlatnpsLire,  well  equipped,  mavclied  unto  Peqwacket  for  the 
like  end,  (that  is  to  bury  the  dead)  but  were  not  so  happy  as  to 
find  them,  (no  wonder  as  they  did  not  go  to  the  battle  ground)  but 
Col.  Tyng  from  Dunstable  with  Capt.  White  who  went  afterwards 
buried  twelve."  Kidder  adds,  p.  81,  Col.  Tyng  proceeded  directly 
to  the  battle  ground,  where  they  found  and  buried  the  bodies  of 
twelve  who  were  killed  whose  names  are  given  by  Kidder. 

CHAMBERLAIN  AND  PAUGUS. 
In  the  two   last  stanzas  of  the  ballad  of  Lovewell's  Fight,  in- 
serted in  Fox,  p.  124, 1  read, 

"And  yet.  our  valiant  Englishmeu  in  figbt  were  ne'er  dismayed, 
But  still  they  kept  their  motion,  and  Wyman  Captain  made, 

Who  shot  the  old  Chief,  Paugus,  which  did  the  foe  defeat, 
And  set  his  men  in  order,  and  brought  off  the  retreat; 
And  braving  many  dangers,  and  hardsliips  by  the  way, 
They  all  arrived  in  Dunstable  the  thirtieth  day  of  May."* 

Mr.  Fox,  p.  127,  says,  •"  The  statement  in  the  last  verse,  that 
Paugus  was  killed  by  Wyman',  is  not  correct.  He  was  slain  by  John 
Chamberlain,  who  afterwards  settled  in  Merrimac.  After  the  heat 
of  the  conflict  was  over,  weary  and  faint,  Paugus  and  Chamber- 
lain both  Avent  down  to  the  pond  to  quench  their  thirst,  and  to 
wash  out  their  guns,  whicli  had  become  foul  by  continued  firing. 
There  they  met  and  at  once  recognized  each  other,  for  Paugus 
was  known  j)ersonally  to  many  of  the  company.  Seeing  the  use- 
less condition  of  each  other's  guns,  they  tacitly  agreed  to  a  truces 
while  they  were  cleaning  them.  During  this  process  some  words 
were  exchanged,  and  Paugus  said  to  Chamberlain,  "It's  you  or, 
I."  Cautiously,  but  with  haste,  they  proceeded  with  their  work, 
for  it  was  a  case  of  life  or  death.  Paugus  had  nearly  finished 
loading  and  was  priming  his  piece,  when  Chamberlain  struck  the 
breach  of  his  gun  violently  ujion  the  ground,  thus  causing  it  to 
prime  itself,  and  shot  Paugus  through  the  heart,  the  bullet  of  Pau- 
gus at  the  same  instant  grazing  the  head  of  Chamberlain." 

The  story  is  told  by  Sanborn,  Hist,  of  New  Hampshire,  p.  106, 
as  follows :  "There  is  a  tradition,  that  John  Chamberlain,  one  of 
the  sharp-shooters  of  the  age,  shot  Paugus.     For  some  time  they 

*  In  the  original  the  date  is  the  tliirteenth  day  of  May. 
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had  attempted  to  shoot  one  another,  from  their  coverts,  but  their 
guns  were  foul,  and  only  flashed  in  the  pans.  Being  known  to 
one  another,  they  agreed  to  go  down  to  the  water,  cleanse  their 
guns  and  renew  the  figbt.  Finding  that  Paugns  was  too  expedi- 
tious for  him,  Chamberlain  did  not  wait  to  withdraw  his  ramrod 
from  his  gun  (for  the  well-worn  piece  would  prime  itself,  by  the 
aid  of  a  sharp  blow  of  the  hand,)  but  tired  both  the  rod  and  ball 
through  the  heart  of  his  foe." 

Thus  these  grave  liistorians  repeat  this  story  apparently  without 
any  apprehension  of  its  improbability  and  absurdity.  The  plain 
common-sense  view  of  the,  matter  is  thus  set  forth  by  Kidder, 
''Expeditions,  etc,"  p.  104,  "John  Chamberlain  was  of  Groton.  lie 
was  one  of  the  fortunate  few,  who  returned  with  only  a  slight 
wound,  and  he  seems  to  have  l>een  equally  fortunate  in  having 
received  a  large  share'of  the  glory  of  the  campaign." 

"The  story  of  his  killing  Paugus  has  had  a  large  circulation, 
and  is  found  as  a  fact  in  sev^eral  iiistorical  works.  It  is  stated  that 
he  and  Pan<?us  retired  to  the  brook  to  wash  their  ijuns,  which  had 
become  foul  by  constant  firing;  that  on  wiping  them  they  quickly 
loaded,  each  striving  to  be  first,  and  bantering  as  to  who  should 
kill  or  be  killed,  Chamberlain's  gun  primed  itself,  and  he  firing 
first,  Paugus  fell,  while  his  bullet  whistled  over  Chamberlain's 
head,  leaving  him  unhai-med.  Now  a  moment's  reflection  would 
show  that  this  story  is  improbable  if  not  impossible,  were  it  not 
refuted  by  the  very  best  authority,  viz  :  a  cotemporaneous  writer. 
By  reference  to  the  ancient  ballad,  in  the  last  verse,  it  is  plainly 
stated  that  Ensign  W}Tnan 

"shot  old  chief  Paugus,  which  did  the  foe  defeat." 

As  this  was  written  the  year  after  the  fight  by  one  who  knew 
all  the  particulars,  its  veracity  cannot  be  questioned  ;  and  we  trust 
the  story  will  not  again  be  reported  as  historical  truth."  Col.  Ban- 
croft's report  of  this  story,  a  tradition  to  which  he  gave  little 
credence,  taken  by  me  in  1825,  is  as  follows  :  "John  Chamberlain 
of  Groton  was  in  Lovewell's  fight.  He  was  well  acquainted  with 
Paugus.  Both  were  behind  trees,  and  stepped  out  at  the  same 
time.  Chamberlain  says  to  Paugus,  '  Now,  Paugus,  it's  you  or  I.'' 
Chamberlain's  gun  went  off  first  and  Paugus  was  killed."  Look 
at  the  wonderful  groM'th  of  this  story  from  Bancroft  in  1825  to 
Fox  in  1845,  and  Sanborn  in  1875. 


120  REMINISCENCES    OV    OLD    DUNSTABLE. 


Fox  plainly  and  intentionally  contradicts  the  ballad  maker  and 
refers  for  authority  to  Syinines'  Narrative  and  to  Allen's  Ciielrns- 
ford,  p.  87.  All  I  find  in  Symnies  is  :  "  Col.  Tyng,  who  went  down 
to  bury  the  dead,  opened  the  grave  in  which  the  Indians  had 
buried  three  of  their  slain,  one  of  them  was  known  to  be  the  bold 
Paugus,"  In  Allen's  Chelmsford,  page  37,  I  read  "John  Cham- 
berlain was  well  acquainte<l  with  Paugus.  In  the  course  of  the 
engagement  they  discoursed  familiarly  togellier.  Their  guns 
being  foul  from  frequent  firing,  they  washed  them  at  the  pond, 
when  Chamberlain  assured  Paugus  that  he  should  kill  him.  Pau- 
gus also  menaced  him,  and  bade  defiance  to  his  threats.  When 
they  had  prepared  their  guns  they  loaded  and  discharged  them 
and  Paugus  fell."     Allen  cites  no  authority  lor  the  story. 

Mr.  Sanborn's  story  is  greatly  improved  by  la]>se  of  time,  espe- 
cially in  minute  particulars,  as  that  they  had  been  shooting  at  each 
other  all  day,  from  their  coverls,  but  without  success,  their  guns 
only  flashing  in  the  pan.  Weai'ied  and  discouraged  by  these  use- 
less attempts  to  kill  each  other,  and  agreeing  that  the  fault  was 
in  their  guns,  with  a  genteel  courtesy,  between  deadly  enemies, 
of  which  there  has  been  no  such  striking  instance  since  that  re- 
ported by  Homer,  Book  VI,  line  120  to  285,  of  Glaucus  and 
Diomedes  meeting  in  deadly  array  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  after 
a  long  conference  about  their  several  ancestors,  agreeing  to  and 
making  an  exchange  of  armor.  The  conference  of  Oiamberlain 
and  Paugus  was  much  shorter.  77iei/  agreed  to  go  doxrn  to  tJie 
water,  cleanse  their  guns  and  renew  the  fight.  It  ought  to  have 
been  added,  that  the  warriors  on  both  sides,  enchanted  by  this  ex- 
hibition of  courtesy,  ceased  fighting  and  stood  gazing  and  admir- 
ing witnesses  of  the  scene.  The  utter  absurdity  of  the  story  is 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  never  before  has  it  been  known,  that 
in  the  midst  of  deadly  battle,  the  combatants  by  mutual  agree- 
ment have  ceased  to  fight  in  order  to  go  and  icash  out  their  guns^ 
and  the  additional  fact  that  their  guns  having  flashed  in  the  pan, 
there  must  remain  full  charges  of  powder  and  ball  in  the  barrels. 
which  must  be  drawn  before  the  washing  could  be  done,  and  the 
extreme  improbability  that  either  or  both  of  them  had,  in  pocket 
or  pouch,  the  apparatus  needed  for  this  operation  ;  and  the  fur- 
ther f:ict,  that  afler  their  guns  had  been   washed   they  must  be 
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carefully  wiped  and  dried  before  they  could  be  used  ai;;ain,  a  process 
requiring  time  that  could  be  ill  spai-ed  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
warm  and  deadly  contest,  for  the  Cromwellian  maxim  "to  trust 
in  God  and  keep  your  powder  dry,"  was  as  imjjerative  in  an  In- 
dian fight  as  ill  more  civilized  warliire. 

What  a  change  from  the  simi»le  and  apparently  truthful  state- 
ment of  this  tradition  by  Col.  Bancroft,  and  the  oruale  and  poeti- 
cal narrative  of  the  Professor!  No  one  reading  the  two,  apart 
from  the  connection  in  which  they  are  found,  could  for  a  moment 
•suppose  .that  they  related  to  the  same  transaction.  The  ingenuity 
of  the  historian  of  JNew  Hampshire,  in  expanding  a  simple  fact 
into  an  elaborate  and  glowing  narrative,  is  equal  to  the  ablest  per- 
formance of  Livy,  the  historian  of  Rome,  in  the  same  line.  Mr. 
Sanborn  also  changes  the  name  of  Ensign  Robbins  to  Robinson, 
a  change  of  which  the  tendency  is  to  mislead,  for  no  Robbins 
Would  look  for  an  ancestor  under  the  name  of  Robinson,  and  a 
Robinson  Avould  look  in  vain  for  an  ancestor  or  kinsman  in  the 
list  of  the  heroes  of  this  gallant  exploit. 

Mr.  Fox,  on  page  128,  inserts  "  another  ballad  which  he  says,  is 
of  more  poetic  merit,  written  in  imitation  of  Chevy  Chase.''  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  facts  in  Chevy  Chase  are  more  truthfully  and 
with  more  regard  to  probability  stated  than  in  this  ballad,  as  for 
instance, 

••  John  Lovewell,  Captain  of  the  band. 
His  sworJ  he  drew  that  glistened  bright,'"  etc. 

What  was  the  use  of  a  sword  in  Indian  fighting?  A  sword  in 
Indian  warfare  would  be  an  incumbrance  to  the  wearer  likely  to 
serve  him  as  Lord  Chesterfield  says  of  "  an  awkward  fellow,  when 
he  conies  into  a  room,  his  sword,  if  he  wears  one,  gets  between 
his  legs  and  nearly  throws  him  down  ;"  so  this  Indian  fighter's 
sword,  entangled  in  the  bashes,  would  serve  its  wearer  in  the 
same  way.  Josiah  FarwelFs.name  is  by  this  poet  changed  to 
John  Farwell,  but  this  may  be  excused  on  the  score  of  poetic  li- 
cense, the  verse  requiring  a  shorter  name.  Again,  he  says,  Cham- 
berlain was  of  Dunstable,  all  others  say  of  Groton.  Fox  states 
that  Chamberlain  afterwards  settled  in  Merrimac.  Col.  Bancroft 
told  me  that  Lieut.  Furwell's  daughter  Haiinah,  born  Jan.  27, 
1723,  married  John  Chamberlain,  who  lived  at  the  mills  at  the 
rnouth  of  the  Souhegan  river  in  Merrimac.     It  is  probable   that 
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Chamberlain,  tlie  Indian  fighter,  was  at  the  time  of  the  battle  from 
thirty  to  forty  years  old ;  if  so  he  would  have  been  from  fifty  to 
sixty,  if  he  married  the  youthful  Jlannah  at  her  age  of  twentv. 
Unions  of  January  and  May  were  not  in  fashion  in  those  days, 
Allen's  Chelmsford  was  published  in  1820.  This  was  aj)par- 
ently  the  earliest  appearance  of  this  story  in  print.  Shattuck, 
Hist,  of  Concord,  published  in  1835,  repeats  it  with  much  embel- 
lishment taken  from  the  Philadelphia  Album  in  1828.  See  Sw- 
ell's Woburn,  p.  199.  In  Allen's  Merrimac,  published  in  1846,  I 
read,  "  Capt.  John  Chamberlain  came  from  Chelmsford  in  the  yeai- 
1734,  and  built  mills  at  Souhegan  Falls.  He  received  three  hun_ 
dred  acres  of  land  from  the  Brenton  proprietors  on  condition  that 
he  would  erect  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  His  mills  were  the  first 
erected  in  town.  It  is  by  many  supposed  that  this  Chamberlain 
is  the  same  that  killed  Paugus,  the  Indian  Chief  in  LovewelFs 
fight.  But  such  is  not  the  fact,"  they  were  cousins.  He  married 
a  daughter  of  Lieut.  Parwell,  who  was  the  only  one  who  escaped 
of  the  scouting  party  killed  near  Thornton's  Ferry." 


The  children  of  Henry^-and  Susannah  were 

I.  Henry,4  Henry,3  Joseph,^  Henry,i  b.  in  Chelmsford 
Oct.  14,  lG96,m.  Esther  Blanchard  dr.  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Blanchard.     Their  children  were 

29.  Eleazer,5  b.  Oct  7,  172G. 

30.  Esther,5  b.  May  16,  1730. 

:^1.  01ive,5  b  July  19,  1732.     Res.  in  D. 

n.  Josiah,4  Ilenry,'^  Joseph,'^  Henry,i  b.  Aug.  27,  1G98,  in 
Chelmsford,  m.  Hannah  Lovewell,  dr.  of  John  I^ove- 
well,  and  sister  of  Capt.  John  Lovewell.  He  was 
the  Lieut.  Farwell  killed  at  Peqwacket.  Their  only- 
child  was, 
32.-  Hannah,5  b.  Jan.  27,-  1723,  m.  John  Chamberlain 

of  Merrimac. 
III.       Jonathan,^  Henry ,3  Joseph,2  Henry,»  b.  July  24, 1700,-{- 

at  Dunstable,  m.  Susannah .     Their  childreu 

were, 

33.  Susannah,°  b.  Jan.  17,  1724. 

34.  Rachael,5  P^eb.  19,  172S-f . 

35.  Jouathan,5  b.  Aug.  28,  172'9-f. 
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Racliael  Farwelis  nu  Nov.  24,  1748,  Neliemiah  Loveu'ell,  son  of 
€ai)t.  Jolm  Lovewell,  b.  J:ui.  [),  1726.     They  removed  to  Corinth, 
Vermont,  where  lie  died,  le:u  iug  a  niuneroMS  faiinly.     Jonathan  ^ 
lived  in  Dunstable  an<l   owned  a  j^art   of  tbc  fiiriu  afterwards  of 
Col.  Bancroft^  and  otlier  lands,*  was  chosen  to  offices  of   surveyor 
of  h.  w.,  fence  viewer,  constable,  treasnrer,  etc.     He  v,-as  drowned 
in  Amoskeag   Falls,  probably  about    1730.     Upon   tho    Bancroft 
farm  was  one  of  the  trading,'  h.ouse.s  of  Cromwell  the  Indian  trader. 
In  a  field  on  this  farm,  Jonathan    Farwe'l  fcinid  a   large  sum   of 
money  which  was  supposed  to  be  hidden  by  Cromwell.     Anotiier 
deposit  was  subsequently  found  by  Col.  Bancroft  when   plowing 
on  his  interval  fiehl.     llis  plow  struck    a  stone,  a  matter  so    un- 
usual as  to  attract  liis  attention.     He  at   once  suspected   wikat  it 
might  be,  and   although  it  was  but  about  11  o'clock  ho   seirt"his 
boy  at  onoe  to  the  barn  with  the  team  and  began  to  dig,  and  soon 
unearthed  a  pot  of  money.     In  the   Tyngsborough  Centennial   it 
is  stated  that  the  money  was  in   gold.     He  made  no    such  state- 
ment, and  it  is  improbable  in  itself.     There  was  no  gold  coin  in 
circulation    at  that    tinie    less    tlian  $5.00    in   value.     Cromwell 
bought   furs   of  the  Indians  andsold   them  goods.     Tliey  would 
not  take  gold  for  their  furs,  and  they  had  no  gold  to  pay  to  him 
for  goods,     Col.  Bancroft  told  me  many  times  the  story  of  finding 
the  money,  and  said  that  for  many  years,  and  even  down  to  the 
time  of  making  the  statement,  scarce   a  year  went  by  but  one  or 
more  excavations  would  be  secretly  made  in  this  field,  no  doubt 
in  search  of   money.     Remains  of  Cromwell's  camp  may  still  be 
seen  in  that  field  near  the  place  where  the  money  was  found. 
(20.)  IV.      Susannah,^  Henry ,3  Joseph,^  Henry,i  b.  Feb.  19,  1703, 
married  Dea.  Benjamin  Brown  of  Reading.     I  find 
that  he  was  guardian  of  Susannah  the  widow  of 
Henry,3  but  have  no  knoAvledge  of   his  children  or 
family. 
(21.)  V.       Isaac,4  Henry,3  Joseph,-  Henry,i  b.  Dec.  4,  1704,  m. 
Sarah .  Their  children  were, 

36.  Elizabeth,5  b.  March  12,  1726. 

37.  Josiah,5  b.  Aug.  19,  1728. 

38.  Relief,^  b.  Oct.  4,  1730. 

39.  Bunker,5  b.  Jan.  28, 1732. 
^0.  Abigail,^  b.  March  11,  1734. 
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41.  Isaac,5  b.  Feb.  18, 173G.     Isaac  .settled  on  tlie  fnnu 

in  the  south   part  of  Nashua,  where,  in   1S25. 
Eppes  lived,  then  removed  to  the  farm    where 
Capt.  Isaac  Parker  lived  in   Ilolli.s.     lie  becjan 
that  farm,  then  removed  to  Amher.<t  and  final]}-, 
says  Col.  Btuicroft,  went  to  Penobscot.     I  once 
supposed  that  this  Isaac  Farwell  was  the  Lieut. 
Isaac  Farwell  in  Heed's  Regiment  in  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  afterwards  a  Captain  of  a 
company  in  a  N.  II.  llegiment,  to  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  who  settled  in  Charlestown  No.  4. 
But    subsequent   research    showed    that    Caj4. 
Isaac  Farwell  above  said  was  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  Farwell,  b.  in  Groton,  March  28, 1744. 
What  time  he  went  to  Charlestowji  I  have  not 
learned.     He  died  there  Dec.  31,  1791. 
(22.)  vr.      Sarah,4  Henry,^  Joseph,2  IIenry,i  b.  Dec.  4,  170G,  m, 
Henry  Parker,  lived  in  Dunstable  till   Wilton   was 
settled,  then  lemoved  and  settled  in  that  town.    His 
son  Henry  was  killed   in  the  massacre  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward in  the  French  war.     He  built  the  first  bridge 
•  over  the  Souhegan  river  in  Wilton. 

23.  VII.      Elizabeth,^  b. 1715,  rn.  Lieut.  Timothy  Bancroft. 

For  their  family  see  the  Bancroft  family  in  subse- 
quent pages. 
(24.)  VIII.    Hannah,*  Henry,3  Joseph,2  Henry,^  b.  April  4, 1719,  m. 
1st,  Jerahmeel  Cunimings  of  Hollis.     Their  children 
were, 

42.  Hannah,^  b.  July  2, 1737. 

43.  Henry,5  b.  Sept.  16,  1739+. 

44.  Jotham,5  b.  Dec.  29,  1741. 

45.  Caty,5  b.  Feb.  28.  1744. 

46.  Betty,5  b.  July  17,  1746. 

Jerahmeel  Cumniings  d.  date  not  known  and  she  m.  2d,  Dea. 
Stephen  Jewett.  The  record  of  their' children  from  the  Hollis 
records  is  as  follows  :  "Jewett,  Dea.  Stephen  and  Hannah." 

47.  Stephen,^  b.  Oct.  14,  1753. 

48.  Ilebecca,5  b.  Jan.  14,  1756. 


REMINISCENCES    OF    OLD    DUNgTARLE,  125 


49.  Noah,5p\'b.  11,  1758. 

50.  Jonatlian,'  b.  July  25,  1700. 

51.  Lois,5b.  May  21,  17G3,  aged  76. 

Dea.  Stephen  Jewett  tl.  May  23,  1803,  x.  70.  No  record  is 
found  of  the  death  of  his  wife  Hannah.  All  of  Ilollis.  Of  the 
children  of  Jeraluneel  Cumininj^s, 

Hannah,^  the  eldest  dr.  m.  Jan.  27,  1762,  James  Ilobait  of 
Hollis,  and  settled  in  Plymouth,  N.  II.  Henry,"  b.  Sept.  10,  1739, 
grad.  II.  C,  1700,  d.  Sept,  5,  1823,  jc;  84,  ordained  at  Billerica  Jan. 
6,  1763,  D,  D.,  H.  C,  1800.  JothanV  ni.  April  27,  1703,  Anna 
Brown,  settled  at  Plymouth.  Caty,"*  m.  Sept.  27,  1764,  Thf)mas 
Pratt  of  Ilollis.  Dea.  Stejjhen  .Jewett,  Jr.,  son  of  Dea.  Stephen 
and  Hannah  Jewett,  b.  Oet.  1.5,  1753,  ni.  Nov.  10,  1878,  Elizabeth 
Pool  of  Hollis.     Their  children,  as  recorded  in  Hollis,  were, 

52.  Elizabeth,^  b.  June  18,  1779. 

53.  Stephen,"  b.  July  11,  1781. 

54.  Nancy ,6  b.  May  16,  1783. 

55.  Hannah,^  b.  Feb.  7,  1785. 

66.  William,6  b.  P^eb.  20,  1737,  d.  July  11,  1788. 

57.  Sarah,6  b.  Feb.  24,  1790. 

58.  Polly,8  b.  July  8,  1792. 

59.  Noah,6b.  Dec.  1.3,  1794. 

60.  Samuel  Gibson,^  b.  Oct.  29,  1798. 

Rev.  Henry  Cumings,  b.  in  Ilollis  Sept.  15,  1739,  grad.  H.  C. 
1700,  taught  public  school  in  Reading,  1701,  ordained  at  Bil- 
lerica Jan  26,  1703,  D.  D.,  II.  C.  1800,  d.  Sept.  5,  1823,  m.  1st 
Ann  Lambert  of  Reading,  May  19,  1703.  Their  children  were, 
1,  Ann  b.  July  31,  1708.  2d,  Frances,  b.  April  7,  1770,  3d,  Eliza- 
beth, b.  Ang.  15,  1772.    4th,  Plenry,  b.  Sept.  9,  1774.     5th,  John 

b.  Feb.  11,  1781.     Wife  Ann  d.  Jan.  5, 1084,  and  he  m.  2d, 

Lambert,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  soon  after  the  mar- 
riage, and  he  married  3.1,  Nov.  14th,  1780,  Margaret  Bndi;:e,  eldest 
dr.  of  Rev.  Ebenczer  Bridge  of  Chelmsford.  She  was  born  July 
25,1742.  She  d.  date  not  ascertained  but  he  survived  her  several 
years.  In  the  town  records  his  first  wife  is  styled  Mrs.  Ann  Lam- 
bert, and  the  3d,  Mi-s.  Elizabeth  Byiggs.  The  style  Mrs  in  uir 
times  indicates  that  the  lady  is  a  widoAV,  but  in  those  old  times 
it  was,  to  add  to  their  dignity,  usually  given  to  yonng  ladies  who 
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marricfl  nunislers.  Of  liis  cliildrcn,  all  of  his  first  wife,  I  li.ivc  to 
report  that  Ann,  the  eldest,  on  irnj)acking  her  werhling-  cAitfit  after 
her  marriage  took  cold  and  died  soon  after.  The  nnnne  of  lier 
hnsband  is  not  given  by  my  corres])ondeiit.  The  setrond,  Fi-ances^ 
m.  Dec  25,  Lewis  Gould,  a  mei-chant  in  Ashby,  Mas.s.  She  died 
s.2>.  The  third,  Elizabeth,  m.  3Iay  10,  ITSO,' Dr.  Williani  Wil- 
Jcins.     Henry  grad.  II.  C.  1795,  d.  about  ISBO,  at  Lmu'svilie,  Ken., 

nnm.     John   m. d.  about  1858.     His  only  children,  two 

daughters,  so  that  there  is  now  no  descendant  of  Dr.  Ciitnings 
bearing  hrs  name.  Dr.  Cauiings  wjjs  eminent  and  distinguished 
Jn  his  profession.  His  published  discourses  weie eighteen  hi  num- 
ber. Mr.  Allen,  in  his  funeral  sermon,  states  that  soon  after  hi* 
ordination  it  was  intimated  to  him  that  he  might  have  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  respectable  churches  in  Boston,  if  inclined  to 
remove,  but  he  entirely  rejected  the  j^-oposal  and  declared  he 
Would  never  leave  Jiis  people. 


(26.)  Oliver  Farwell,^  01  iver,»  Joseph,^  Hem-y,U),  Nov.   19/ 

1717,  m.  in  Lunenburg  Dec.  25,  1738,  Abigail  Hub- 
bard, b.  in  Groton,  June  25,  1721.     Pie  died  Oct.  12, 
1808.     S,he  died  Aug.  18,  1789. 
She  was  a  daugliter  of  Major  Jonathan   Hubbard,  Jr.  and  his 
wife  Rebecca   Brown.     Of  .her  sisters,  Ilebecca  the  eldest,  b.  in 
Grotoj],  Sept.  22,  1722,  m.  Col.  Joseph  Blanchard  of  Dunstable. 
Hannah  m.  Col.  Joseph  Willard,  then  of  Lunenburg.     He  died  at 
Dun:?table  <jn  a  visit  to  his  brollier-iu-law.  Col.  Blanchard.     His 
inonument  in  the  old  graveyard  is  as  follows: 

"Here  lies  interred  the  body  of  Joseph  Willard,  Esq.,  Captain  of  Fort 
l)unimer,  formerly  of  Lancaster,  Ltmenburg  aud  Winchester,  and  Col.  of  a 
Regiment  of  Foot,  who  died  here  Dec.  5,  17.")0,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age." 

The  next  sister,  Kuth,  m.  1st.  Kev.  David  Stearns  of  Lunenbur<T, 
2d,  Rev.  Aaron  Whitney  of  Petersham.  The  next,  31ary,  b.  in 
Groton,  April  12,  1725,  m.  1st,  John  Jennison  ;  2nd,  Col.  Benjamin 
Bellows  of  Lunenburg,  afterwards  of  Walpole.  Thus  these  four 
daughters  of  JMajor  Hubbard  had  remarkable  success  in  the  mat- 
rimonial market. 

Tne  chihlren  ot  Oliver*  anil  Abigail  (Hubbard)  Farwell  were, 
Gl.  I.         Rebecca  Farwell,^'^  b.  (Jet.  9,  1739-f-. 
02.  II.        Oliver  Farwell,'^  b.  June  21,  I74I4-. 


63. 

III. 

64. 

IV. 

05. 

V. 

66. 

VI. 

(61.) 

I. 
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Mary  Farwell,'  h.  Jan.  10,  1745-f. 

Abigail  Farwell/'  b.  April  1,  1747-|-. 

Joseph  Farwell,';  b.  April  .3,  1753,  d.  Aj.ril  13,  1754. 

Jolin  Farwell/'  b.  Dec.  8,  1755-i.. 

Rebecca  Farwell  b.  Oct.  9,  1739,  m.  Gen.  Jonathan 
Blanchard.  He  was  b.  Sept.  18,  1738,  d.  July  16, 
1788.     Slie  d.  Aug.  20,  1811.     Their  children  were 

67.  1.     Kebccca   Blanchard,  b.  May  4,   1700,  m.  Dr. 

Augustus  Starr.     She  d.  Oct.  10,  1810. 

68.  •  2.     Grace   Blanchard  b. m.  Dec.   30,  1790, 

Frederic  French,  b.  Sej.t.  26,1706,  d.  at  Am- 
herst, Clerk  of  the  Courts.  Tiieir  cliildren, 
Benjamin  Frederic,  b.  Oct.  2, 1791,  Charles,  Ar- 
tliur,  Rebecca  and  Edward. 

69;  3.     Sophia  Blanchard,  b. ,  m.  Josepli  FarweU, 

70'.  4.     Abigail  Blanchard,  b.  Nov.  20, 1770,  m.  Dr.  Jo- 

seph F.  Eastman  of  Ilollis.  She  d.  Oct.  7, 
1848.  He  d.  Sept.  30,  1805.  Their  children 
were,  Sarah,  Sophia,  Charles  Henry,  Abigail 
Blanchard,  Jonathan  Alfred,  Joseph  Fletcher, 
and  A"ugusta. 

71.  6.     Charles   Blanchard,  b.  March  14,  1770,  grad. 

H.  C.  1770,  d.  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  March  10, 
1811,  unni. 

72.  6.     Eliza  Blanchard,  m.  Thomas  French,  Esq.,  d, 

1843. 


(62.)  II.       Oliver  Farwell,^  b.  June  28, 1741,  m.  Abigail  Danforth 
of  Dunstable.     He  was  an  innholder  at  Soutii  Mer- 
rimac.     She  d.  May  1, 1840,  a3.  02,  in  Xew  Boston  at 
tlie  house  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Clark.     Their  chil-. 
dren  were, 
^3.  I.     Joseph  FarwelljG  b.  1772,  m.  Sophia  Blanchard, 

b.  1779. 
, '*^-  2.     Mary  Farwell, b.  1774, m.  Wm. Patterson,  had 

one  child,  a  daughter,  who  married  George^W. 
Piukerton,  of  Manchester. 
"5.   •  3.     Abigail  Farwell,  m,  Wm.  Clark  of  Xew  Bos- 

ton ;  had  three  sous  and  five  daughters. 
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76.  4.     Oliver  Farvvell,b. ,  rlierl  at  sea  in  1P12,  left 

one  son,  Oliver. 

77.  f).  .  Rebecca  Farwell,  b.  July  22,  1782,  ni.  Kt^n- 

(Irick  W.  Gordon,  <1.  March  28,  1817,  left  Ibur 
children,  one  90ii  and  three  dauirhters. 

78.  0.     Benjamin  Farwell,  b ,  d.  in  1822  or  182:;, 

unm. 

(03.)  Mary  Farwell,  b.  Jan.  10, 1745,  ni.  Dec.  17,  17G7,  Gen. 

Noah  J^ovewell.  He  died  May  29,  1820.  She  d. 
Nov.  24,  1855,  jv.  9o.  Their  children,  1,  Betsey,  m. 
Hon.  Jesse  Bowers;  2,  Mary,  ni.  Luther  Taylor; 
3,  Moody  D.  Lovewell. 


(64.)  Abigail   Farwell,  b.  April   I,  1747,  m.  Feb.  28,  1769 

Dea.  Sanuiel    Wilkins    of   Amherst,  son   of    Kev. 
Daniel  Wilkins,  first  minister  of  Amherst.     He  was 

born  Jan.  8,  1742,  d.  Dec. 1832,  aged  90  years. 

She  d.  Feb.  4,  1786.     Their  children  were, 

79.  I.  Francos  or  Fanny,  b.  Feb.  24,  1770,  d.  unm. 

80.  II.         Abigail,  b.  April  30,  1773,  m.  Thaddeus  Kendall    of 

Mont  Vernon  ;   had  children,  Thaddeus  Richmond, 
George  Wilkins  and  Catharine  Fletcher. 

81.  m.       Arethusa,  b.  May   1,  1775,  in.  Dmiel  Weston  of  Am- 

herst, had  children  ; 

1,  Samuel  Wilkins,  b,  July  27,  1800,  2,  Daniel 
Franklin,  b.  Dec.  28,  1801  ;  3,  Charles,  b.  May  14, 
1803;  4,  Ebene/er  H.,  b.  April  20,  1805,  d.  March 

""7, 1806 ;  5,  Sarah  Farwell,  b.  Nov.  22, 1806 ;  6,  Abi- 
gail Frances,  b.  Sept.  30, 1808  ;  7,  Ebenezer  Ham- 
ilton, b.  Feb.26, 1810  ;  8,  Robert,  b.  May  12, 1812  ; 
9,  Williatn  H.,  b.  Oct.  11,  1813. 

82.  IV,        Sarah  Farwell,  b.  March  20,  1777,  m.  Daniel  S.  Eaton 

of  Boston,  d. s.  p. 

83.  T.         Sophia,  b.  Feb.  16,  1779,  m.  Solomon  Withers  of  Mid- 

dleton,  Mass.,  d. s.p. 

84.  VI.        Rebecca,  b.  April  14,  1781,  m.  David  R.  Clark  of  New 

Boston.     Their  children   were,  1,  Rebecca  Towne  ; 
2,  Ninian  Ramsey;  8,  Sophia  Withers;   4,  Frances 
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S5.  VII.  Samuel,  b.  April  16,  1783,  d.  unm.,  supposed  to  have 
perished  in  the  burning  of  the  theatre  in  liichtnotid, 
Virginia,  in  Doc.  1811. 

Samuel  ^yilkins  was  elected  Dca.of  the  Congregational  Chuicli, 
Jan.  5,  1774,  resigned  1816.  Hem.  'Jnd, Towne'of  Am- 
herst and  had  Daniel  Thomas  and  John  Hnbbard,  II.  C,  1818. 

(66.)  Dea.  John  Farwell,"'  Oliver,^  Oliver,-!  Joseph,'  Henry, 

b.  Dec.  8,  1755,  m.  Dec.  7,  17S4,   Elizabeth  Hunt 

Smith  of  Windham,  Me.,  b.  Aug.  7,  1766.     She  d. 

Nov.    27,   1807.     He  manied  2nd,  Sept.   12,  1820, 

Dorothy  Porter  of  Topsfield,  Me.     He  d.  183S.  a?  82. 

Elizal)eth  limit  Sniitii*  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  1'hatch- 

€r  Smith,  b.  June  14,  1731,  gr.id.  H.  C.  1753,  ordained  at  Windham 

Sept.  22,  1762.     He  m.  Oct.  8,  1765,  Elizabetii  V\^endell.     He  d. 

Oct  26,  1826.     I  find  in  Giles'  Memorial,  p.  329-30  :  "The  only 

daughter  of  Rev.  John    Eliot  was   Hannah,   who  ra.  Habakuk 

Glover,  of  Boston,  son  of  John    Glover,  Esq.,  one  of  the   original 

}»roprietors  of  Dorchester.     Their  daughter,  Reljecca  Glover,  was 

born  in  Mr.  Eliot's  family.     Siie  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  Thomas 

Smith    of  Boston,  mariner.     *     *     *     *     jfgr  g^^j,^  Thomas,  m. 

May  9,  1701,  Mary  Corwin.     Their  son,  Rev.  Thomas   Smith,  b. 

March  10,  1702,  grad.  II.  C.,  1720,  ordained   at  Fabnouth,  now 

Portland,  March  8,  1727,  d.  May  25,  1795,  x.  93.     He  m.  Sept.  12, 

1728,  Sarah  Tyng,  dr.  of  Major  William  Tyng  of  Woburn.     She 

died  Oct.  1, 1742.  He  m.  a  second  and  third  wife,  but  his  children, 

eight  in    number,  were   all   of  his  first  wife.     The  children  and 

grandchildren   (.f  Dea.  John  P'arwelis  of  Tvnosborouoh   are   as 

follows : 

(86.)  I.  John,«  b.  Oct.  2,  1785,  grad.  II.  C,  1808,  m.  June  6, 
1820,  Elizabeth  W.  Anderson,  sister  of  Hon.  John 
Anderson,  of  Portland,  Maine,  d.  Nov.  9,  1852,  s.p. 


♦Thomas  Smith,  son  of  Thomas  Smith  of  Boston,  m.  May  0,  1701,  Marj 
Corwiu  at  Boston.  Kev.  Thomas  Smith,  his  sou,  h.  March  10.  1702.  crad. 
n.  C.  \12(),  oni.  at  Falmouth,  now  Portlami,  Me.,  Maroh  S,  ITiiT,  ra.  Sept. 
12.  1728,  Sarah  Tyn?.  dr.  of  William  Tvn^  of  Wohurn.  She  died  Oct  1, 
1742.  He  died  Mixy  21,  1795.  Kev.  Peter  Thatcher  Smith,  sou  of  Bev. 
Thomis,  b.  June  14,  IT-!!,  giad.  II.  C.  173o,  ord.  at  Windham.  Maine.  Sept. 
22.1702,  m.  Oct.  S,  1705,  Elizabeth  Wendell,  d.  Oct.  2t5,  1S20.  Bli/aheth 
Hunt  Smith,  his  dau-hter,  was  b.  Auij.  10,  1700,  ni.  Dea.  John  Furwell  of 
Tyngsborougli,  Dec.  24,  1784,  d.  Nov.  27,  1801.— Giles  Memorial 
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87.  II.        Teter  Smith  Farwell,^  b.  Jan.  11,  1787,  d.  170 

88.  III.       Saiali   Tyiig  Farwcll,'^  b.  March  9,  1789,  d.  Jan.  14, 

18G1,  m.  Joseph  Favwell  Banerofi,  1).  Oct.  22, 1783, 
d.  July  S,lS'jO,s.p. 

89.  IV.-      Elizabctli  Farwell,6  b.  Oct.  23,   1790,  d.  Fel>.  ISG'J,  m. 

Ilobart  Clark  of  Sterling,  Mass.     Had  ten  children, 
John  Clark,'  Joseph  T.  Clark,'  William   T.  Claik,' 
Dora  Clark,T  George  T.  Clark,'  Peter  Clark,"  Sarah 
E.  Clark,'^  Lucy  F.  Clark,'  and  two  died  in  infancy. 

90.  V.      .   Abigail  Farwell,^  b.  June  24,  179:2,  m.  Jan.  21,  1819, 

Benjamin  Moors  of  Groton,  Mass.  Had  two  chil- 
dren, 1,  Rev.  John  Farwell  Moors,'  b.  Dec.  10,  1819, 
grad.  H.  C,  1842,  ordained  at  Greenfield,  Mass.  Jan. 
28,  1846,  m.  May  4,  1851,  Eunice  Wells  Smith,  dr. 
of  llev.  r.  Smith,  no  children  ;  2,  Joseph  Benjamin 
Moors,'  b.  Oct.  9, 1831,  m.  Oct.  20,  1858,  Mary  Buck- 
minster  Jones,  dr.  of  Josiah  M.Jones,  of  Boston, 
five  children. 

91.  VI.       Mary  Farwell,^  b.  April  15,  1794,  d.  Dec.  21,  1870,  m. 

Joseph  Danforth,  Esq.  Had  one  child,  Dr.  James 
Danforth.^. 

92.  VII.      Lucy  Farwell,^  b.  April  21,  1790,  d.  April  1821,  m. 

Hon.  John  Anderson  of  Portland,  Maine,  d s.p- 

93.  viii.     Clarissa  Farwell,«  b.  May  5,  1798,  d.  Feb.  1844,  unm. 


UENEALOGY  OF  SOME  BRANCKES  OF 
THE  BANCllOFT  FAMILY. 


The  principal  settlements  of  the  Bancroft  families  in  ^[assachu- 
setts  were  at  Lynn,  ReadinLT,  old  Dunstable,  now  Tyngsborough, 
und  Groton  ;  in  New  Hampshire  .at  IJindoo.  All  these  claim  de- 
scent from  Tiiomas,  l)orn  in  England  in  1G22,  who  died  at  J  load- 
ing now  Wakefield,  Aug.  19,  IGOl.  In  the  History  of  Reading, 
p.  43,  he  is  called  "son  of  John  and  Jane,"  and  on  pages  54^,  540, 
"son  of  John  who  died  at  Lynn  in  1G37."  Butler  in  the  "History 
of  Groton,"  says,'<the  ancestor  of  the  families  of  this  name  came  very 
early  from  England,  and  settled  in  this  country.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  brought  with  him  two  sons,  Thomas  and  another.  The 
father  died  at  Lynn  in  IGoT,  Thomas  settled  in  that  town  and 
died  there  Aug.  19,  1G91,  leaving  three  sons."  The  History  of 
Rindge  merely  states  that  he  v>'as  born  in  England,  in  1G22,  and 
then  briefly  recites  his  marriage  at  Dedham,  his  removal  to  Lynn- 
field  and  death.  The  accomit  in  the  Tyngsborough  Centennial  is  as 
follows,  p.  14 :  "It  seems  that  the  name  Bancroft  was  formerly 
Barcroft,  for  we  find  that  John  and  Jane  Barcroft  came  to  Lynn, 
Mass,  in  1G3'J.  Piior  to  this  we  have  no  positive  knowledge  ot 
the  family.  John  died  in  iG37,  leaving  sons  John  and  Thomas, 
John  is  su]iposed  to  have  gone  to  Connecticut.  Thomas  married 
Elizabeth  Metcalf  and  lived  in  Lynnfield.  They  had  three  sons, 
Thoma>',  John  and  Ebene/.er."  The  account  given  me  by  Col. 
Bancroft  was  that  "  two  brothers  came  from  England  with  their 
families.  One  of  said  brothers  died  on  the  passage  or  soon  after 
arrival  in  this  country,  but  had  several  children.  His  widow  mar- 
ried a  man  who  carried   her  and  lier  children  into  Connecticut 
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where  that  family  settled.     The  Kurviving  brother  settled  in  Lynn, 
so  called,  near  where  the  meeting-house  now  stands."     Tlds  state- 
ment  is  copied    from   a  written  document  in  which  the  names  of 
some  of  the  children  and  grandcliildren  of  Thomas'  are  set  forth. 
These   statements    differ   materially.     ]\Iost  of    them   claim    that 
Thomas  was  the  .so>i  of  John  of  Lynn.     Tiie  statement  that  the 
name   Bancroft   was  formerly  Barcroft  is  utter  nonsense.     Some 
one  co])ying  the  name    of  John  of  Lynn    found    or  read  it  Bar- 
croft.    It  has  never  been  found  so  written  anywhere  else,  exce}it 
as    copied  or   rej)eated  from  this   instance.      A  careless  copyist 
may    have  written   the  7t.  so  that  it  might   be   read  r.     That  this 
is  the  whole  secret   of  this  story   is  ajiparent  from  the   fact  that 
in  the  Lynn  records,  in  IGoS,  a  year  after  the  death  of  John  J3ai'- 
C7'oft,  as  is  claimed  to  be  the  name,  a  lot  of  100  acres  was  granted 
to  the  Avidow  Bancroft ;  so  the  Avidow  of  Johii  Barcroft,  wiio  died 
in  1G37,  became  the  widow  Bancroft  in  1038.  Now  that  the  widow 
of  John,  who  is  said  to  have  "  sons  Thomas  and  another,"  married 
and  carried   her   children  into  Connecticut,  and  that  they  settled 
there  is  shown  by  the  record  found  at  Enfield,  of  the  marriage  Dee. 
8,  1G53,  of  Thomas  Bancroft  b.  about  1625,  to  Margaret  "Wright. 
He  died  Dec".  14,  1G84.     Also  John  Bancroft  married  at  Windsor, 
Conn.,  Dec.  3,  1650,  Ilainiah  Dupra,  or  Dupre,  and  died  there   in 
1662.  Also  Ann  Bancroft  of  Windsor,  married  May  13, 1647,  John 
Gritlin.     There  is  evidence  that  they    were   brothers  and  sister. 
Now,  here  are  the  sons  "Thonaas  and  another"  of  John,  according 
to  one  account,  and  the  several  children  of  John  carried  to  Connec- 
ticut by  the  widow.     One  of  these  statements  makes  Thomas  of 
Reading  the  son,  the  other  the  brother  of  John  of  Lynn.     If  John 
had  a  son  Thomas,  he  was  taken  by  his  mother  to  Connecticut,  and 
he  was  married  at  Enfield.  But  Thomas  of  Heading,  was  married 
at  Dedham,  and  coukl  not  be  the  son  of  John  of  Lynn,  unless  he 
had  two  sons  each  named  Thomas.     Again  if  Thomas  of  Heading 
was  the  son  of  .John  of  Lynn,  why  did  his  mother  take  her  other 
children  with  her  and  leave  him  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen   years 
to  fight  the  battle  of  life  alone  in  the  midst  of  strangers?     If  he 
Avas  his  brother,  she   Avas  under  no    obligation  to  care   for  him. 
Take  the  statement  given  me  by  Col.  Bancroft,  that  Thomas  Avas 
the    brother  of   John,  and  all   these  absurdities  disappear. 
•   It  is  also  stated  in  the  Tyngsborough  Centennial  that  the  second 
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wife  of  Lieut.  Bancroft  was  JMary  Mansflclfl.  John  M.  Bancroft  in 
liis  piintctl  chart,  Xo.  3,  gives  the  name  Esther  Mansfiehl.  Col. 
Bancroft,  Avho  Avas  10  years  oM  Avhcn  liis  mother  died,  and  who 
lived  in  his  father's  family,  must  have  known  the  name  of  liis  sec- 
ond wife.  lie  told  me  her  name  was  Xewhall.  That  lier  naine 
was  Mary  is  shown  by  the  record  in  ]3iuistable,Mass.,  of  the  birth 
of  liachel  and  Timothy,  children  of  "Lieut,  Timothy  and  ]Mary 
Bancroft."  Also  by  the  assignment  of  dower  to  Mar\',  the  widow 
of  Lieut.  Timothy,  a  copy  of  which  I  have.  John  M.  Bancroft 
in  his  letter  to  me,  dated  July  l28,  1877,  M'rites,  "I  suppose  I  shall 
have  to  give  up  liaohel  Manstield  as  you  overwlielm  nie." 

I  will  add  further  that  Ca})t.  Ebenezer  Bancroft-  was  the  admin- 
istrator ot  his  father,  Lieut.  Thomas's  estate,  and  as  such  would 
have  the  custody  of  his  ])apers,  and  would  l>e  likely  to  know 
whether  his  father  was  the  son  or  brother  of  John  of  Lynn, 
Lieut.  Timothy  Bancroft  of  Tyngsborough  Avas  the  son  of  Capt. 
Ebenezer,  and  no  doubt  from  him  was  derived  the  statement  in 
writing  shown  me  by  Col.  Bancroft,  the  son  of  Lieut.  Timothy. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Bancroft,^  b.  in  England,  1G22,  came  with  John, 
an  older  brother,  to  Lynn  in  1632.  John  d.  in  1637.  Tnomas 
m.  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  Jan.  31, 1647,  Alice,  dr.  of  Miguel  Bacon  of 
Ireland.     They  had  one  child, 

1.  Thomas,2  b.  Jan.  11, 1G48,  d.  Jan.  '24, 1648. 

She  died  Jan.  29,  1648.  He  ra.  2d,  Sept,  15,  1648,  Elizabeth, 
dr.  of  Miguel  and  Sarah  Metcalf,  their  sixth  clnld,  b.  at  St.  Bene- 
dict's, County  of  Norfolk,  Enc,  Oct.  4,  1626.  She  d.  at  Reading, 
May  11,  1711.     Their  children  were, 

2.  Thomas,--^  b.  14,  7,  1649  at  Dedham.^. 

3.  Elizabeth,-  died  in  infancy. 

4.  John,-  died  in  infancy. 

5.  Elizabeth,^  b,  7,  10'"%  1653,  at  Reading,  m.  Joseph  Brown". 

6.  John,2  b.  March  3, 1656,  at  Reading,  d.  1739. 

7.  Sarah,2  b.  14,  I"'"  1657-8,  at  Reading,  d.  July  19, 1661. 

8.  Ralph,-  b.  Aug.  20,  1660,  at  Reading,  d.  July  13,  1661. 

9.  Raham,-  b.  June  27,  1662,  at  Reading,  d.  May  19,  1683. 

10.  Sarah,-  b.  April  1,  1GG5. 

11.  Ebenezer,2  b.  April  26,  1667,  at  Lynn,  d.  June  6,  l717.-{- 

12.  Mary,-  b.  May  16,  1670,  at  Lynn. 
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Michael  Mctcalf  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Met  calf  family  in 
New  England,  was  horn  in  Tatterfonl,  county  of  Norfolk,  En<;., 
in  151G.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  n  Doinix  weaver,  that  i^. 
a  weaver  of  a  kitid  of  stulf  used  for  curtains,  carjicts  and  lian'i'- 
ings  in  Norwich,  county  of  Noriolk.  Ills  wife  was  horn  in  Wayii- 
hain,  June  17,  loO^!.  Seven  of  tlieir  children  were  born  in  St. 
Benedict's  and  four  in  St.  Kdniundshury.  He  writes,  '•!  was  jicr- 
secnted  in  the  land  of  \u\  fathers'  se|>ulclires  for  not  howing  at 
the  name  of  Jesus,  and  observing  other  cereiHonies  of  religion 
forceil  ui)on  nic  by  Bishop  Wren  of  Norwich,"  etc.  One  of  the 
charojes  brouccht  against  Bishop  Wren  bv  a  committee  of  parlin- 
ment  was,  that  during  two  years  ami  four  months  ot  his  adminis- 
tration of  the  Diocese,  three  thousand  of  lier  majesty's  subjects, 
many  of  whom  used  trades  of  spinning,  weaving,  knitting,  weaving- 
cloths,  etc.,  some  of  them  setting  hundreds  of  poor  people  at  work. 
trans})orted  themselves  into  Holland  and  other  ])arts  beyond  the 
sea  in  consequence  of  his  superstition  and  tyranny.  He  was  ad- 
mitted townsman  of   Deilham  July  IG,  1G37. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Bancroft  jciue<l  the  Reading  settlement  about 
1652,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1091.  His  gravestone  stands  in  tlio 
churchyard  at  Wakefield,  with  this  inscri})tion  : 

MEMEXTO  MOni  FUdET  IIOIiA. 

Here  lies  the  Imdy  of 

Lieut.  Thomas  Bancroft 

aged  60  years. 

The  memory  of  the 

just  is  blessed. 

Deceased  Aug.  10.  1691. 

This  monument  is  thus  described  in  a  letter  fi'om  John  Hawke>, 
a  great-great  grandson  of  Lieut.  Thomas,  in  a  letter  to  Col.  Ban- 
croft, dated  Lynnheld,  July  16,  1S24,  "  I  find  the  letters  all  wrote 
in  CAriTALS,  except  a  few  Latin  words.  A  sword  and  other  im- 
jdements  of  war  upon  it,  although  it  has  been  standing  133  years, 
every  letter  is  as  visible,  i.  e ,  as  plain,  as  on  some  of  20  years' 
standing.  I  expect  he  was  a  prominent  character,  as  he  was  buried 
in  tlie  most  conspicuous  place  in  the  yard,  within  two  rods  of  the 
meeting-house.  I  looked  very  closely  to  find  his  wife's  grave,  but 
could   not  discover  it."     In  the  history  of   Reading,  p.  56S,  it   is 
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staled  that  lliis  is  the  earliest  date  on  any  stone  in  the  yard.  He 
was  a  "-cod  cilixcn  and  active  and  iisofiil  in  tho  business  affairs 
of   the  town. 

Capt.  Ebenczer  Bankroll,-  son  and  eleventh  child  of  LieuU 
Thomas,  was  born  at  Lynn,  April  2fi,  1UC7,  d.  June  6, 1717,  niar- 
i-ied  May  19,  K'92,  Abig.'iil  Eaton,  she  d.  Marcli  24,  1710,  "aged 
ixbout  40  years."  She  was  undoubtedly  the  <laughter  of  Joliu 
nnd  Elizal>eth  (Kendall)  Eaton,  of  Reading.  Her  name  does 
not  ai)pear  in  the  list  of  tlieir  cliildren  in  the  history  of  Read- 
ing.    In  that  list  is  Eli/.abeth  ni. Bancroft.     This  I  find  to 

be  John  Bancroft.  In  this  list  of  the  children  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth, there  is  no  name  Ixitween  the  dates  1<j75  and  1€S0.  If  she 
was  forty  wlien  she  died,  she  was*  born  about  1G77.  Lyim  records 
show  tliat  Ebenczer  Bancroft  m.  Abigail  Eaton.  Every  otiier 
Abigail  Eaton  in  the  lists  of  the  Eaton  family  in  the  history  of 
Reading  is  otherwise  accounted  for,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  she 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  born  about  1G77,  and 
that  lier  name  was  by  accident  omitted  from  the  record.  Their 
children  were, 

13.  I.      Elizabeth,2  b.  Nov.  9,  1G96. 

14.  11.     Sarah,  b.  July  8, 1698. 
14.  III.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  5,  1700. 
1.^.  IV.    Mehitable,  b.  Aug.  20,  1703. 

16.  V.    James,  b.  Doc.  18,  1705,  d.  Dec.  9,  1725. 

18.  VI.   ralicnce,  b.  June  14,  1708. 

19.  VII.  Timothy,  b.  Dec.  14,  1709,  d.  Nov.  21,  1772. 

20.  VIII.  Lois,  b.  July  17,  1713. 

Lieut.  Timothy  Bancroft/  son  and  seventh  child  of  Capt.  £b- 
ene7er2  Bancroft,  b.  at  Lynnfield  Dec.  14,  1709,  d.  at  Tyngsboro',, 
Nov.  21,  1772,  m.  1st,  Elizabetli,  dr.  of  Dea.  Henry   Farwell  of 

old    Dunstable,  b. 1715,  d.  Sept.  23,  1754.     Lieut.  Timothy 

Bancroft  settled  in  old  Dunstable  .about  the  year  1730.  He 
owned  tlie  Bancroll  farm  on  the  main  road,  the  first  farm  south 
of  the  line  of  Nashua.  His  house  was  where  that  of  Jona.  F. 
Bancroft, liis  great-grandson,  now  resides.  The  Province  line  run 
in  1741,  passed  through  his  farm,  leaving  a  portion  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  w.as  often  chosen  to  town  oflices  and  on  committees 
in  tlie  business  of  the  town  of  Dunstable,  Mass.     lie   died  Nov. 
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4,  1772,  intestate.  The  inventory  of  his  estate,  £370,  1,  6,  3,  the- 
veal  estate  -Co^O.  Aj^jn-aiwrs,  Abraham  Kendall,  Deiijamin  Wood- 
ward and  Jackson  Wright.  The  assignment  of  dower  to  Mar^' 
Bancroft,  widow  uf  the  deceased,  shows  that  hi.s  .second  wife  wa» 
not  Rachel  Mansfield,  as  stated  by  John  M,  Bancroft  in  his  chart 
No.  3.    The  cltildren  oi  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  v/ere, 

21.  1.      Timothy,-*  b.  Nov.  23,  1733,  d.  Auc^.  12,  1754,  unm. 

22.  II.     Eli/.abetli,!  b.  Dec.  16.  1735,  m.  Ezra  Thomppcn  -f 

23.  III.    Col.  Ebenezer,*  b.  A[)ril  I,  1738,  m,  Susannah  Fletcher,  d: 

Sept.  22,  1827. 

24.  IV.  Abigail,-^  b.  May  7,  1740,  m.  Silas  Thomp.^on.-f 

25.  V.     S-arah,^  b.  Sept.  6,  1743,^m.  James  Robertson.-j- 

26.  VI.   Janus,-'  b.  Oct.  20,  1745,  m.  Lucy  Whitney.4- 

27.  vii.  Lois,^  b.  May  10,  1748,  m.  Samnel  Parsons. 

2§,  VIII.  Jonathan,^  b.  Aug.  11,  1750,  m.  Martha  Green.-{- 

29.  IX.  Ilephzibah,-*  b.  June  5,  1753,  m.  1st,  Samuel  Cook,   2<T, 

John  FraJt, 
His  wife  Elizabeth  d.  Sept.  23,  1754,  and  he  married  2d,  Mary 
Kewhall,     The  children  of  the  2nd  wife  were, 

30.  X.    RacheV  April  18,  1758,  m.  Jan.  9.  1777,  John  PTa\vkes.-f 

31.  xf.   Timothy,-'b.  July  15, 1759,  m-.  Abigail  Taylor  of  MerrL- 

mac. 

(22)  u.    Elizabeth,-* -b.  Dec,  16,  1735,  m.  Ezra  Thompson,  lived  \u 

Tyngsborough,  had  two  daughters,  twins,  and  died 
soon  after  their  1  irth.  One  of  these  daughters  m.  Dea. 
Wm  Blodgett  of  Tyngsborough.  lie  removed  many 
years  ago  to  some  portion  of  the  West.  Of  the  other 
daughter  I  have  no  knowledge,  but  think  she  died  in 
infancy. 

(23)  Col.  Ebenezeiy*  m.  May  5,  1753,  Susannah,  dr.    of  Dea. 

Josei7h  Fletcher  of  Dunstable.  See  Fletcher  Genealogy. 
Lived  in  Tyngsboro',  farmer.  In  1755,  he  entered  the  service 
in  tlie  French  War  at  the  age  of  about  16  years,  and  served  in 
the  Provincial  army  in  all  five  compaigns.  In  1757,  he  received 
:ln  ensign's  commission.  Orders  came  that  all  the  commissionetl 
ofticers  of  the  Provincial  army  should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
He  stated  that  "It  was  tendered  to  me  and  I  took  it.     This  oath 
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^f  allegiance  had  so  nnich  influence-  on  mc  that  I  was  unwillinci 
ito  be  active  in  military  niovoiiients  in  the  coniiHeircernc'nt  of  the 
•troubles  witli  Great  IJiitain,  and  therefcM-e  declined  tlie  command 
of  the  company  of  minute  men  whicli  was  i-i'.i.se<l  in  n)y  lieighbor- 
hood.  But  as  .soon  as  the  news  of  the  action  of  Lexington 
reached  no.e,  I  hu'^tened  to  the  spot,  and  the  sight  of  fellow  citi- 
zens dead  on  the  field,  iu  my  mind  fully  absolved  me  froin  my 
oath.  I  was  then  ready  to  engage  heart  and  hand.  I  overtook 
the  British  forces  at  West  Cambridge,  and  made  such  use  of  my 
gun  that  it  was  said  I  lessened  theii'  nun.iber.  I  followed  them  as 
far  as  Bunker  Hill." 

*'Tlie  captain  of  the  company  of  minute  men  raised  as  above> 
in  old  Dunstable,  was  taken  sick  at  Cambridge  and  went  home, 
and  his  company  f<jllowed  him.  I  was  sent  to  while  at  Cam- 
bridge, by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  requested  to  bring 
that  comj)any  back,  and  accoi-dingly  consented  to  carry  an  order 
to  the  ca})tain.  lie  thought  himself  unable  to  go  back,  and  re- 
fused to  take  the  command  again.  By  the  unanimous  desire  of 
the  company,  I  took  the  epmmand  and  immediately  marched 
them  to  Cambridge."  His  narrative  of  events  iu  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  willbo  found  in  another  part  of  these  pages.  For 
wounds  received  in  the  battle,  his  name  was  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion roll  of  Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  transferred  to  that  of 
the  United  States.  This  pension  of  "  one  qitarter  pay "  "was 
granted  by  a  Resolve  passed  Jan.  2(5,  1778,  to  commence  Jan.  1? 
1776.  Among  liis  papers  I  found  the  commission  of  his  father, 
Timothy  Bancroft,  as  2d  Lt.  in  Col.  Eleazar  Tyng's  company, 
signed  by  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  June  26,  1754 ;  his  own  appoint- 
ment as  ensign  in  Capt.  John  Alford  Tyng's  company  in  Col. 
Eleazar  Tyng's  regiment,  dated  Aug.  10,  1757  ;  his  commission 
as  Lieut,  in  Capt.  Silas  Brov/n's  Company  dated  Feb.  14,  1760, 
signed  by  Thomas  Pownal,  Governor ;  his  commission  as  Capt.  of 
a  company  in  Col.  Bridge's  regiment,  dated  May  19,  1775,  signed 
by  J*oseph  Warren  President,  pi-o.  tnm. ;  and  his  commission  as 
Captain  of  same  company  under "  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Colonies,"  dated  July  1, 1775,  sgned  by  John  Hancock,  President ; 
also  his  commission  as  major  of  the  7th  Regt.  of  Middlesex  Mili- 
tia, Col.  Spalding,  dated  Feb.  14,  1776,  signed  by  "  the  major  part 
of  the  council ;"   and  his  commission  as  Lt.  Col.  of  the  7th  Regt. 
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n(  the  militiiv  of  the  county  of  ]Mi(l<lle.sex,  signer!  by  Jolin  Ilan- 
uock,  Governor,  (1:j1c(.1  July  1,1781.  Uinler  ifii.s  coiiMriis.sion  he 
was  iij  coiiiiiiarul  <>i'  lh(!  troops  Ironi  Mi'ldlcst-x  county,  statioucl' 
fii  lihotle  Island  in  1781. 

lie  was  in  tlie  l>:ittl«  of  BeiuHngtoii,  and  coriiniande<l  the  guanl 
VN'hicb  conducted  lilt'  Hessia-i  troojts  taken  prisoners  in  that  bat- 
tle to  Ca?nbr;d;>e  ;  was  major  in  the  regiineiit  c<tinnianded  by 
Col.  Brooks,  afterwards  Governor  of  Massai.lnisetts,  in  the  cuin- 
paign  at  White}>la}ns,  and  fonlinued  in  the  service  till  the  chtse 
of   the  war. 

In  civil  life  ho  was  a  justice  of  tlie  peace;,  served  as  town 
clerk,  Hcleettnan,  and  on  inijxjrtaiit  conunittees  in  tlic  affairs  ot  tlie 
town,  and  i)arli('.idarly  as  cJjairnian  of  a  coniniitlee  which  on  the 
8th  of  June,  177(5,  re[M>rted  to  tlie  town  utrorig  resolutions,  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  town,  for  declarin*r  independence  of 
Great  Biitain,  for  which  see  Nasoji's  Dunstable,  ]t.  119  and  20(>. 
Thus  having  lived  a  uselul  life,  and  in  Ids  day  and  generation 
served  his  country  as  a  citizen,  a  ])atriot,  a  magistrate  and  a 
soldier,  the  evening  of  life  found  liin^with  amj>le  means,  a  hapjiy 
family,  in  friendship  with  all  good  men,  quietly  and  with  confi- 
dence awaiting  that  cliange  wliich  we  all  must  meet.  In  Sept. 
1827,  by  the  accident  of  a  fall,  the  thigh  bone  Mas  broken  at  the 
socket,  and  lie  lingered  in  pain  several  days,  and  finally  expired 
on  the  2-2<l  of  Sept.,  1827,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral 
was  attended  by  a  numerous  crowd  of  descendants  and  relatives, 
friends  and  neighbors  and  ti;e  general  concourse  of  citizens.  He 
was  buried  under  arms.  Nason,  History  of  Dunstable,  states,  p. 
141,  that  "on  the  march  to  the  grave,  the  band  played  Blue  EijtO 
Mari/T  The  band  was  extemporized  from  the  rural  musicians  of 
the  neig})borhood,  and  it  was  found,  when  assembled,  that  Blue- 
Eyed  Mary  was  the  only  tune  all  could  play.  The  long  procession 
reached  the  grave,  the  bo<ly  was  deposited,  the  militarA"  tired  the 
j>arting  volley,  the  brethren  ol  the  Olystic  tie,'*  as  tliey  passed, 
according  to  the  ancient  rite  dropped  the  sprig  of  cassia  njjon  the 
cotlin  of  this,  their  lu-other,  undoubtedly  the  oldest  mas<m  in  the 
State,  he  having  Ijecome  a  member  of  a  travelling  lodire  in  tlie 
army  in  the  campaigns  in  the  Irrdinn  aiid_-Frcnclrt\^trt?f  1755,  and 
thus  we  left  him  to  rest  in  peace  till  the  resurrection. 


*  See  Iliirris"  Masonic  Constitiuioii,  p.  110. 
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The  eliildren  of  C-.A.  Elieiic-zcr  nu<\  Siisnnnali  l?;uicroft  were, 
:V2.  I.      I':!i/i!)-!li,''  I).  MivcA  2,  17(U,  a,  July  M,  ISoD-f. 
m.  II.    Siisrinii.ili,'^  h.  Miiy  -JG,  1700,  d.  July  S,  1838^- 
34    111.   Cliloc,-^  b.  Nov.  8,  ITG.^,  .1,  Jan.  17,  lS07.-f- 
o5.    IV.  lleboccv  1).  Mrircli  5,  1771,  <1.  July  12,  1707.-1- 

36.  V.     Lucy,''  h.  Juno  7,  177:i,  d.  AmiII  11,  lS49.-{- 

37.  VI.   Mivry  D,inlri<lae,"  h.  Nov.  21,  1775,  .l.  Nov.  21,  l>5oO.-i- 

38.  VII.  l':benez-iv'  I'.  O  -t.  1'.),  1778,  <1.  Miy  6,  18'»8.-}- 

39.  VIM.  J()seiil>  Far\vell,-  b.  Oct.  22,  1783,  <1.  July  8,  ISOiJ.* 

(32)  I.  Elizabeth  iiancroit,"' in.  178,3  Joseph  I>utterlieM,  Esq. 
He  wa.s  boiii  in  Duusltible,  now  Tynujsboroagh,  Mardi2, 
1764,  and  died  at  jlilfDnJ,  M;-.,  .May  15,  1847,  resided  in 
Tyiigsborcuigh  anrl  removed  to  ^[illbrd.  ^lo.  They  liad 
no  children.  John  ]3utterlieM,  their  adopted  son,  had  a 
mimerous  family  of  clii!.dren. 

(3'3)  11.  Susann:iii  Bancroft-^  in.  Rev,  David  Howe  Williston  of 
Tunbridii^e,  Vt.,  b.  at  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Jan,  8,  1768, 
son  of  Rev.  Noah  Williston,  of  We.st-v  Haven,  grad.  Y. 
C,  1787,  ordained  at  Tnnbridge,  June  20,  1793,  d.  Oct. 
29,  1845.     Their  children  were, 

40.  1.     Susan  Williston,«  bapt.  Dec.  11, 1796,  d.  April  13, 

1798. 

41.  2.     John  Pnyson  Williston,''  bapt.  March  24,  1799,  d. 

Nov.  1,  1828,  num.,  v,-as  a  nieiribcr  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, bnt  left  before  graduation,  was  a  teacher  at 
the  south  and  died  ot  cmisumption,  aged  27  years 

42.  3.     Ebenezer   Bancroft   Williston,''  b.  Dec,   1801,  d. 

Dec.  27,  "iSbG,  was  ])i-oR'Ssor  of  langu;iges  in  Capt. 
Aldeii  Pat  ridge's  military  school  at  Norwich,  Vt., 
afterwards  at  Mi(blletown,  Conn.,  President  of  Jef- 
erson  College,  IMiss.,  resigned  on  acconnt  of  ill- 
health  aiul  died  soon  after.  Married  Jnly  13,  1826, 
Alnnra  Baiton,  widow  of  Major  Barton,  U.  S.  A. 
Tlieir  children  were, 

*  InTyngsboiouLTli  Centennial,  it  is  stated  tliat  they  had  ei^litchihlieu,  but 
in  the  li.st  siven  tlie  name  of  Lucy  is  omitted,  aad  to  mak-'  up  the  number 
eight  tliename  of  Josepii  Farwell  is  divided  so  as  to  count  two. 
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43.  1.     Ellen    Williston,"  !>.  Jtiiu;  2.%  18H0.     She  iii. 

May  0,  1857,  Eev.  [I<iny  Micle  Clarke,  ofPliihi- 
delpbiii.  He  wasljoin  S('|)f..  "JO,  ISID,  aixl  <li(<l 
Jan.  17,  18G4.     'Jlieir  cliil'lren   wt-ie, 

44.  1.     Ellen  Wiiliston  Clarke,^  b.  Oct.  10.  isf,!) 

45.  -2.     Edward   Bancroft  Wilii^ton,' b.  .July  11,  183.0, 

d.  Auc^.  19,  ISof*. 

46.  3.     Edward  Baiiciolt  Willi^in),,' b.  July    10,18.30, 

ni.  .Ian.  "20,  1S6S,  Ilolen  Beati-ice  Moore,  and  in 
1871  Brevet  Col.  U.  S.  A. 

47.  4.     Da\id  IloweAV:ili^ton.<"'  b d. 1830   in 

Florida,  unm. 

(34)  TIL    Cliloe  Bancroft''  iii  Marcli  31, 1791,  Oliver  Uicliardxon,  ot 
Chelmsford,  b.  Xov.  17, 17.57,  tl.  May  17, 181G.    Children, 

48.  1.     Susan  Kichardson;^  b.  Jan.  5, 1792,  d.^eb.  12, 183G 

m.  Abel  Fletcher,  b.  in  Westford,  Aug.  20,  1789. 
Their  children  were, 

49.  1.     Oliver  Richardson   Fletcher,'  b.  Dec.  1.5,  1821, 

m.  Feb.  12, 1853,  Eunice  IT.  Fenno,  res.  Walthani, 

50.  2.     Abel  Bancroft  Fletcher,"  b.  Jan.  28,  1823,  is  :i 

farmer  in  Westtord. 

51.  3.     Sampson  Fletcher,-  b.  Oct.  11, 1829,  m.  Mariba 

A.   Wright.      Their    children    were,    Carrie     E. 
-     Fletcher,8b.   March    25,    1862,    and    Albert    H. 
Fletcher,^  born  and  died  1870. 

52.  2,     Charles  liichardson,''  b.  .Jan.  18,  1793,  in.sane,  unm- 

53.  3.     Frank  Richardson,^  b.  3Iarch  1,  1795,  d.  May  20, 

1857,  m.  May  27,  1823,  :\[ary  Blodgett.     She  was  b. 
July  1,  1800,  and  d.  April  23,  1858.^  They  had, 

54.  1.     Mary  Jane   Kichardson,"  b.  Aug.  21,   1825,  d- 

April  8,  1836. 

55.  2.     Edward  Frank  Richardson,'  b.  Dee.  4, 1831,  m. 

July  17,  1859,  Hannah  M.  Roby  of  Nashua,  b. 
Feb.  12,  1818,  res.  in  Chelmsford,  farmer,  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  which  has  been  in  possession 
of  the  family  of  Richardson  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years.  Issue,  one  son^  who  died  in  infancy- 
50.  3.     James  O.  Richardson,' b.  July  4,  lb34,  m.  Eliza 

Cumnungs  of  Dunstable,  res.  in  Maiden.'   Issue* 
Emma,*  Frank,''  Minnie.'' 
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•')7.  4.     Ebenezer  Richar<lson,«  b.  March  1,  179D,  «1.  Jan.  27 

1S7C,  res.  Pe|)j)crcll,  (iiriner,  m.  Aliiiira  ]ieed,  h.  Oct' 
10,  ISll.     Tlieir  children  were, 
^^^-  ^-     OHvcr   IJich.irdsiMi,"  b  Nov,   7,  l?^:^;'),  m.  Lucy 

Isabel  Barry,  b.  .May  11,  1840. 
'^^0.  2.     Edwin    I{.   liichardson,    ni.  llcnriotla    Ahnira 

Wrii^Iit,  1).  Aug.  G,  184G. 
6.     Lucy  Kicliardsou,"  b.  Jan.  27,  1801, m  Jacob  Cha.se- 
Issue,  Charles  IJeniy  Chase,"  b.Oct.  18o5,  re.s.  Illinois- 

<)1.  G.     Rubert  Richardson,'^  b.  Jan.  22,   18'4,  d. m' 

Sybil    Rider.      Their   children    Avere,  Ann  P.   Rich- 
ardson," George  Robert'    liichardson. 
'J-  7.  Chloe  Richardson,"  b.  Nov.  14,  ISOG,  ni.  Dr.  JJuyce 

of  Rurtalo,  N.  Y.     Both  dead,  i!o  issue. 


G( 


(35)  IV.  Rebecca    JJancrolV  b.  IMarch  5,  177!,  d.  Julv  11,  1797 
111.  1st,  Jan.  G,  1700,  Samuel  Howard.     lie  d.  in  April 
or  May,  1790.     They  had  one  cliild  Rebecca,  b.  Oct. 
25,  1790,  d.  Aug.  25,  1793.     She  (u.  2d,  Nov.  18,  1795, 
Rev,  Ebenezer  Hill,  b  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Jan.  31,  17GG 
graduated    11.    C,    1786,  ordained    af  Mason    Nov.  3 
1790.     He  died   May   20,  1854.     Their  diildren   were| 
Josei)h  Rancroft  Hill,'"  and  Jolm  Bt>ynton  Hill,''  b.  Nov. 
25,  179G,  grad.  II.'C,  1821. 
^'3.  1.     Jose]>h  B,  Ilill,'^  after  graduating,  went  into  the 

printing  and  publisliing  business  with  his  eUler 
brother,  at  Fayettville,  Tenn.,  and  for  many  years 
edited  and  ])ublished  Hill's  Almanac,  lono-  the 
most  pojndar  almanac  in  that  region  ;  xvas  ordained 
elder  of  Cumberhind  Pres.  church  at  Favettville, 
Tenn.,  in  1830,  returned  to  N.  E,  in  1840,  was  col- 
league with  his  father  in  1841-47  ;  jtastor  of  Concr. 
churcli  at  Colebrook,  and  at  West  Stewartstown, 
N.  H.,  from  1847  to  1862,  then  removed  to  and 
settled  on  a  farm  at  Temple,  N.  IL,  joined  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland  in  1864,  in  service  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  died  by  a  railroad  ac- 
cident at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  June  16,  1864.  He 
I ;'    ,  -  ni.  Aug.  26,  1825,  Harriet    Brown,  b.  at  Antrim 

June  20,  1819.     They   had  beside  three  children 
that  died  in  infancy. 
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64.  1.     Clmiles   Ehonezcr  Hill,'  li.  in  O^lebrook,  Feb. 

7,  i8-lS  He  Ic-lt  ]:).iitinoiiili  ('olU'<,'e  befure jrrafl- 
UMtioTi,  to  t.'(l<e  (lie  jtost  of  Assisiaiit  Prof,  nt  tlie 
U.  S.  Naval  Acndcmy  at  Ainiajiolis;  now  settle*! 
v<ii  attorney  at  law  in  Jiali'niioi-e,  in.  Kate  ClaytoJi. 

65.  2.     William  Bancroft   Hill,'  b.  in  Colcl>rook,Veb. 

17,  1857,  now  1 877  member  of  Junior  elass  II.  U. 

66.  3.     J()sej)!i    Arbia    Hill/  at    ATest    Siewart.stown, 

May  5,  18G0. 

67.  •       '2.     Jolin    B.    liill/' attorney  and    e.«U7iselIor    at   law, 

settled  at  Exetei",  3]e.,  about  six  years,  then  re- 
moved to  Bangor.  Me ,  in  [iartnerslii|»  with  Jolin  A\>- 
j)leton,  now  Chief  Jusliee  of  the  Supreme  Couit  oi" 
Htlaine,  aV>out  "2(1  ytnrs,  then  remo\  ed  to  ^fason,  the 
liomestead  of  his  i'ather.  In  the  years  185:j,  4  and  r», 
lie  was  eliosen  one  of  tlie  representatives  of  tlie  citv 
of  Bangor  in  tlie  lL'u,islaLi;ro,  ami  in  1855  he  was  for 
several  vreeks  speaker  pro  tern,  in  the  absence  of  the 
S|)eaker  occasioned  by  severe  illness;  m.  Ang.  10, 
18;29,  Achsah  Parker,'of  IIollis,y.  II.,  b.  Jn-rc  '24, 
17D9,  she  d.  May  6,  1831.  They  had  one  son  born 
and  died  in  March  1S31. 


(30)  V.  Lucy   Baneroft,>  b.   Jan.  7,  1773,    m.   Jan    27,    1795,  1st, 

Gardner  Towne,  E>.|.  b.  3Iay  1, 17G5.     lie  d.  Bee.  IG,  1815. 

She    ni.  '2C[,  Capt.   Levi    Warren  of   Alstead,  whom  she 

survived  several  years.     She  d    April  14,  1849.     Gardner 

Towne,  Esq.,  was  an  innholdcr  and  merchant  in  Stoddard, 

N.  IT.     lie  Avas   a  son   of   Israel    and    Lucy    (Hopkins) 

Towne  of  Milford.     Their  children  were, 

68.  1.     Christiana  Towne,*^  b.  June  IG,  179G,  d.  Oct.  C,  1831, 

m.  June   18,  181C,  .Jonathan   Fletcher  Sanderson,  d. 

Oct.  15,  1835.     Their  children  were, 

I     Solon'  b.  May  16,  1817,  d.  July  19,  1819. 
±     Caroline,"  b.  .March  26,  1819,  d.  April  8,  1819. 
69.  3.     Lucy  Bancroft  Sanderson,"  b.  July  4,  18L3,  m. 

Aug.  27, 1845,  Franklin  B,  Locke,  had  four  eliil- 
dren,  Charles  Franklin,"  Edward  Gardner,"'  Lucy 
Eli/.a^  and  Marv  Louisa.'' 
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70.  4.     Gardner   Flctclior  Saiulorson,  b,  Nov.  14, 1827,  m. 

?\'l).  •2(^,  IsG-J,  ITarrieL  V.  liiUlclge.  Their  cliildreii 
were,  Mabc!  l»nllc''1-;c  SaiidorsoM,*'  and  Maiul  (Gard- 
ner Sanderson.^ 


71.  3      Rebecca  J  Jancroft  Towne,^  b.  Aug.  7, 1709,  d.  AlarcU 

28, 18C9,  IP..  A])ril  2S,  1820,  Isaac  Duncan, b.  May  20, 
1792,  d.  Jan.  10,  ISG^.  J'es.  Stoddard,  merchant  and 
farmer.     Tlieir  childi-cn  '.veie, 

72.  1.    James  I)uncnn,M).    1  )ec.  29,  1820,  m.  Sept.  18, 

1849,  Sophia  C.  liuttorrield,  b.  Aug.  24,  182G. 
Their  chil<h-en  Avero  James  Lewis,^  Alice  So- 
phia,'^ Chades  Isaae/  Le\v'i>.  BuUerficld,''  John 
ButterHeld,"  and  Edward  Dudley.'^ 

73.  2.     Clnisti.ma  Duncan,"^  b.  April  8,  1822,  m.  Oct, 

6,  184G,  EH)ridyc   Gerry  Duddey.     Their   cliild- 
ren  were,  Su.'^an  Ida    Dudley,'^  Christine    Maria 
*       Louise  Dudley.'^ 

74.  3.     Susan  Emelinc  Duncan,"  b.  May  27,  1824,  d. 

May  IG,  1S31. 

75.  4.     Kebecca  Letitia  Duncan,  b.  Sept.  14,  1826. 

76.  5.     Susan   Greenleaf  Duncan,"^  b.  March  22,  1832, 

d.  Oct.  G,  1833. 

77.  6.     Susan  Maria   Duncan,"  b.    Sept.    29,    1835,  d. 

Oct.  11,  1851. 

78.  "   4.     Cleon  Gardner  Towne,^  b.  Jcra.  6,  1803,  d.  :May  4, 

1850,  m.  Sept.  15,  183G,  LucindaB.  Copeland,  b.  May 
21,  1815.     Their  children  were, 

79.  1.  Cleon  Dudley  Towne,"  b.  Xov.  24,  1837,  m. 
March  2,  ]  859,  Helen  Azubah  Scripture,  b.  Dec.  1, 
1841.  Their  children  were,  Cleon  Gllman,?  Helen 
Lucinda,**  Blanche  Dudley."^ 

80.  2.     Arclielaus  Copeland  Towne,' b.  Jan.  1,1840,   d. 

Nov.  4,  18G2,  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  orderly  otticer 
of   MaJ.  Gen.  Mitchell. 

81.  3.     Edward   Bancroft,"  b.  Oct.  13,  184G.     Cleou    G. 

Towne's  widow  m.  Gilnian  Scripture  of  Nashua. 
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K-i,  .^,     On  Noble   Towiie,"  b,  June  5,  1800,  d.   April  7. 

1854,  m.   May   10,  Is-J!),  Louisa    Atliertoii  Carlloii^ 

b.  Oct.  liO,  IVOT.     Their  iIiiMreii  were, 

K-j.  1.     Oir  Noble  Towne,"  b.  Is.:j0,  d.  Dec.  -J-J,  IH:^, 

84.  -1.     Oil-  Noble  Toune,'    b.   Nov.   24,    1>':V^>,    m. 

March  8,  18G0,  Ilaimali  Coiielly  'J'aylor,  b.  April 

'  7,    1842.     Their  cliihlreii   were,  1,  Lonis;i   Carl- 

loii,M).  l!^^.;5,    (l.lsi;.',.     2,  Orr  Noble  Tow  ne,^  b. 

March  5,  ISCT.    :),  Eilitli  Elveiie  Towiie,*"  b.  Feb. 

y,  1870. 


8.3,  6.     Ebeuezer  Bancroft  Towne,'^  b.  Dec.    14,  1800,  ni. 

1,  Aug.  1,  1888,  Alu.e.bi  Wilson.  .She  <1.0ci.  -Jl, 
1845.  No  chihb-eu.  Married  -Jiid,  Feb  I'i,  ls54, 
Chloe  Adeline  Gilinore,  wiil.  of  Henry  T.  Gil- 
UAore,  dr.  of  Sylvauiis  B.  ar.d  Polly  (IIodLres) 
Branian,  b.  April  "i 2, 18-22.    Tiieir  cliiMren  were, 

SO.  .  1.     Alinedu  Wilson,'  b.  1855,  d.  Sept.  11,  1^57. 

S7.  2.     Edward  Bancroft  Towne.'  b.  July  20,  1857. 

88.  o.     Etta  BuHinujtoii  Towne,  b.  Aug.  21,  1832. 

s9.  7.     Lucy  Bancroft  Towne,*^  b.  Sei)t.  14, 1811,  in  Feb. 

8,    1831,   Thompson  Chandler,    b.    Oct.  25,    ]805. 

lies.  Macomb,  111.    Their  children  were, 

«)0,  1.     Solon    F.    Chandler,"  b.    Dec.    13,    1833,  at 

Cincinnati,    Ohio,  m.  Dec.   1,    1802,  Mary    F. 

Calkins,  b.  in  Bangor,  Me.,  Nov.  8,  lb34. 

91.  2.     Albert  B.  Chandler,"  b.  in  Macomb,  III.,  Nov. 

20,  1833. 
U2.  3.     Mary  Almeda    Cliandler,"  b.  in  111.,  Sejit,  5, 

1841,  m.    Feb.  1,  1865,    Crosby    F.  Wheat,  b. 
Ai>ril  1, 1835,     Their  children,  we-e,  Lucy  Al- 
ineda   Wheat,^  b.  July   7,  1806,  Mary  Elmira 
Wheat,*  b,  June  29,  1869. 
Three  children  of  Gardner  and  Lucy  Towne  died  in  infancy. 

(37)  VI.  Mary  Dandridge  Bancroft,^  b.  Nov. '14,  1775,  d.  Nov.  21, 
1859.  Her  baptism  gave  occa.sion  for  tliis  remarkable 
paragraph  published  in  the  Essex  Gazette  of  Jan.  18, 
1776,  "January  7,  This  morning   the  sixth  daughter  of 
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Cipt.  13.111  crotl  of  Diir,st;il)lL;  u;i.s  l>;i|.li/,e'l  by  the  n;init 
of  Mary  Daiuln<lge,  tlie  iii;ii<Icii  iianiy  of  Gen.  Wasli- 
iiigtoii's  la'ly.  Tho  cliil.l  was  <lresse<l  in  Ijulf  ai;(l  l>lue, 
with  a  Sjnit^  of  c-vor;4iccii  on  its  head  einhleinatic  *>l 
His  Exeelleiicy's  jM-ovincial  atK.'ction.''  I  Iiave  Ioiil: 
NVon<leie<l  liow  ihis  shuulil  he  ioniid  in  the  Essex  Ga- 
zette, and  .su|»|»ose(I  the  Essex  CJazefte  must  have  been 
ju-inted  at  Sak'ni,  Init  \n  Drake's  Fields  and  Mansion^ 
of  Middlesex,  it  appears  that  the  Essex  Gazette  of  that 
day  was  ))rinte<l  in  Cambridge.  The  niaiden  name  of 
Gen.  Wasliington's  lady  was  Martha,  not  Mary,  and 
l)ani]ri<l!j;e,  not  Dundi idi^c,  as  in  the  Tyngsboroncrh 
Centennial.  Her  name  is  .M.ary  Dundridi^e  in  the  fam- 
ily Bible.  She  m.  1st,  Jonath:in  Barron,  lie  was  born 
in  Chelmsford 17(30,  d. -.  She  m.  -id,  Ben- 
jamin Brooks,  She  d.  at  Alstead,  X.  II ,  Nov.  -Jl,  18f)f». 
Their  ehildren,all  of  lier  tirst  husband  were, 

93.  1.     Mary,c  b. 1797,  d. 1.S.54,  m.  Mo^es  Pierce, 

nierehant  in  Boston,  born    in    Chelmsford . 

d Their  eliildreii  were, 

91.  1.     Winslow  Smith  Picree,'  b. ,  1S19,  M. 

D.  Dartmouth    Col.  1841.     Kes.  Indianapolis, 

Ind.,  m. Hendricks,    a   sister  of    Gov. 

Thomas  A.  Ileiidrieks. 
95.  2.    Franklin  Bancroft  Pierce,"  b.  Jan.  17,  1822.  in 

Bo.ston.  BlacLsmith,  m.  at  Ilochester,  X,  Y., 
May  5, 1843,  Melissa  Harriman.  Three  children 
3.  Rev.  George  Barron  Pierce,'  b.  Feb.  7, 1S24, 
in  Boston,  m.  at  Rockfield,  Ohio,  Oct.  4,  1834. 
Mary  Britton.  Five  children.  Presbyterian 
minister.     Re?.  Pleasanton,  Michig.an. 

^7-  2.     Oliver,*  b.- d.  lost  at  sea  1827,  m.  1826,  Saiah 

E.  Story,  res.  New  York.  He  was  a  sea  ca]>l;iii!, 
lost  at  sea,  1827.  She  d.  1869.  Their  only  chiid.' 
Harriet  Olivia,"  b.  182S.  She  m.  1852,  Benjamin 
T.  Briggs  of  Fair  Haven.  Their  children  wcu-.  1, 
Sarah  Olivia,^  b.  1854.  2,  Isabella  E.,^  b.  185G, 
d.  1804.  3,  Benjamin  T.,s  b.  1859.  4,  Harriet 
B.,«  b.  1801,  d.  18t;.'^.  5,  M.adeline  A  ,M>.  1^04, 
G,  Isaac  E.,'*  b.  18»i7, 


96 
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08.  3.     ITnrriot  Barron/'  b.  ISOO,  d.  1852,  tmni. 

99.  4.     Georo-e  iJanv.n/-  1).  Mur.  ISO-J,  .1.  DfC.-21,18'2?,unni 

100.  r>,     lielK'c-ci  D;ui<lricli(c  B.irroii,''' b.  AiKjr.  27,  18<».'>,  ni. 

]\Irn-fli  18,  1«27,  Charles   Stcirns,  b,  .Juno  21,1794, 
il.  Mny    2,   1808,  res.  Wnlpob-,  X.  11.     Cliil-lron, 

101.  1.     IWK'ccn,'  b.  Oct.  C,  1S2S,  d    Nov.  1,  ls-j8. 

102.  2.     Mary  G.,"  b.  .ALireh  21, 1831,  d.  Oct.  20, 1852. 

103.  3.  Rebecca  B.,-  b  Fub.  28, 1834,  d.  June  21, 1S35, 
104  4.  Nelen  F.,-  h  Nov.  25,  18:;0,  d.  Aui,'.  10,  18:^0, 
105.  5.     Frances  A,'  b.  TvLircb  25,  l839,  m.  Dec.  25, 

1859,  Sila.s  Milion  i]ate.s  !>•  N'^v.  14, 1814,  res. 
Walpole.  Theii-  cliiklren  were,  1,  Mary  G  ,**  b. 
Marcli  10,  1801,  2,  Edward  S.,  b.  Dec.  3, 18G4. 


106.  6.     William  Barroi),^  b.  Sej.l  24, 1810,  in  Feb.  13, 1835 

Eliza  Carpenter, 'b.  Dec.  20,  1812.    Tlieir  children, 

107.  .  1.     Eliza  E.,'  b.  .July  IG,  1830,  d.  Sept.  12,  18G3. 

108.  2.     Helen  E.,"  b.  Dec.  29,  1837. 

109.  3.     William  F.,'  b.  May  4,  1^40,  d.  Oct.  10, 1«43. 

110.  4.     Louisa  R  ,"  b.  .Jan   31,  1843. 

111.  5.     Mary  F.,'b.  May  28,  1847,  d.  Aug.  IG,  1850. 

112.  6.     Frances  A  ,'  b.  July  21,  1850. 


(38)  VII.  Ebenczer  Bancroft,'^  Esq.,  b.  Oct.  19,  1778,  d.May  6, 1858, 
ni.  Hannah  Townc,  b.  Aug.  28,  177G,  sister  of  Gardner 
Towne,  res.  Tyngsboro'  fp-rraer.  She  died  October  13, 
1870.     Their  children  were, 

113.  1.     Hannah,  b,  .Jan.  180G,  d.  .^[arcl^  20,  1>30,  nnni. 

114.  2.     Ebenezer  Baucroli,^'  b.  Dec.  21,  1807,  ni.  Dec.  22, 

1835,  Jane  R.  Ivezar,  b.  Ajnil  4,  IsuO.     Children, 
115  1.     Hannah   J.  liancroft,"   b.  June   4,  1837,  m. 

Erasmus  Holmes.  Theii"  cliihlren  were,  1,  Per- 

sis  J.  Holmes,^  -?  Sarah  J.   Holmes,'^  3,  Ellen 

L.  Holmes.* 
UG.  2.     Susannah  E.  Bancroft,'  b.  March  14, 1830,  d. 

Feb.  27,  ISGO,  unm. 
117.  3.     lydiaima  Bancroft,"  b.  Aug.  13, 1840,  d.  Jan. 

19,  18G5,  m.  Charles  L.  Drake.  HediedM^irch 

18G4.     One  child,  Cliarles  E.  Drake,^  1).  July 

8,  18G3. 
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118.  '!      Sarah  E.,7  and  Ebone/.civ  twins,  bom   Oct. 

13,   184G.  Sanili  E.   HimcroftJ  m.  Rosaverous 
Hrown.  CliiMicii,  1,  Aloii/.o  Bnmn,**  2.  Fre<l- 
eiic  J>iowii,«  3,  Jane  Ko.lflel<l  Kczar  l'>rowii/ 
ros.  California. 

119.  5     Ebeno/xT  Bancroft,'  in  July  5, 1S71,  Carrie  A. 

JSichols. 

120.  8.     Susannah  Bancrofi,M).  Ai.ril  9,  1810,  n.. 

Gardner  Toune,  b. .     Their  children    were, 

121.  1.     Lydia  E.  Towne,'  ni.  Charles  E.  Moore. 

122.  2.     Hannah  E.  Towne,"  b.  April  5,  18i7,  d . 

123.  3.     Ebenezcr  B.  Towne,'^  b . 

124.  4.     Lydia  Towne    Bancroft,'-  b.  July    31,   1814,  ni. 

Charles  O.  Pcrhain,  b  ,  d  ■ .     She  d 

llieir  children  wtne, 

125.  1.     Lydia  E.  Perhani,'  b.  Jan.  1,  1840,  m.  H.  II. 

IlaUiday  of  Troy,  X.  Y. 
12G.  2.     Susan    J.  B.  Perhain,"  m.  Sauuiel    A.    Rich- 

ardson, Calitbrnia. 

127.  3.     George    O.    Perhani,' b.    Sept.    1,    1841,    ni. 

Fanny  E.  Bennett.  Cliildren,  1,  Ellen  ]>. 
Perham,'^  b.  March  1, 1869.  2,  George  B.  ]\m-- 
hain,8b.'0ct.  14,  1870, 

128.  4.     Hannah    E.   Perham,"  ni.^TJjonias    Harjier, 

California. 

129.  5.     George  Bancroft,^  b.  Nov.  15,   1817,  grad.  D.  C. 

1839,  attorney  and   counsellor  at  law,  Boston,  m. 
Sarah  G.  Farley,  dr.  of  B.  M.  Farley  of  PTullis. 

130.  6.    Joseph  F.  Bancrot't,«  b.  Nov.  11,  1821,  d.  Oct.  27, 

1849,  unni. 
(39)  viu  Joseph  P'arwell  Bancroft,"  b.  Oct.  22,  1783,  d.  July  8.1 8oO- 
in.  Sarah  Tyng  Farwell,  b.  March   9,  1789,  d.  Jan.  14, 
1861,5-7^. 

(24)  IV.    Abigail,-*  b.  May  9,1740,  d.   March  28,  1818,   m.  Silas 

Thompson,  b, 1734,  d.    April    25,    180G.     Res. 

Chesterfield,  N.  H.     Their  children  were. 


148  REMINISCEXCES    OF    OLD    DL'-VSTAnLB, 

131.  1.     Annn/'b.  May  20,  1750,   d.  May  11,  1784,  ni. 

riiilip  BniTftt  of  IJiiistlale.    One  chil<l,  Sally/; 

132.  2.     Silas,'^^  b.  April  1,  1758,  W.  July  11,  1704. 

133.  3.     Abigail,5b.  June  15,1700,(1.  Feb.  4,  ISOO,  in   .h>- 

sepli  Howe.    IIa<l  six  children,  settled  in  state  of 
New  York. 

134.  4.     Sarali,M>.  Sept.  G,  17G2,  d.  Nov.  15,  184'J,   m. 

Charles  Carpenter.     Had  live  children. 

135.  5.     Kcbecca,-^  b.  Jan.  13,  17G5,  d.  Nov.  25,  1819,  m. 

Dec.  25,  1794,  Jolin  Kendall,  b.  Feb.  25,  17G3,  d. 
March  22, 1833.     Had  five  children. 

13G.  0.     Josiah,^  b.  June  18,  17G7,  d. ,  nu  Esther, 

Gates.     Had  six  children. 

137.  7.     Mary,5  b.  March   28,  17G0,  d.  May  1,  1854,  m. 

Aaron  Carpenter.  Had  five  children,  most  oi 
them  settled  in  Wisconsin. 

138.  8.     James,^  b.  March  21, 1771,  d.  Feb.  1859,  m.  Dec. 

25,  1794,  Margaret  Robertson,  b.  April  11,1774, 
d.  April  23,  184G.  Res.  Champion,  N.  Y.  Ha  I 
seven  children. 

139.  9.  Silas,5  b.  Feb.  14,  1773,  d.  Nov.  10,  1857. 
Silas  Thompson  emigrated  to  the  state  of  New  York  and  set- 
tled in  Herkimer  Co.  about  1795.  He  went  with  nothing  but  his 
axe  and  knapsack  and  a  strong  will^  to  seek  his  fortune  among  the 
forests  and  hills  of  that  county.  His  first  wife  was  Katy  Carr, 
who  lived  with  him  about  sixteen  years,  and  died  leaving  one 
daughter,  wlio  died  soon  after  her  mother.  His  second  wife  was 
Nancy  Jackson,  whom  he  married  about  1816.  He  died  Nov- 
10,  1857,  aged  84  years,  11  months.  His  wife  died  in  August, 
1858,  aged  G9  years.  He  accumulated  a  fortune  of  §100,000. 
They  had  four  children. 

140.  10.     Elizabeth,5  b.  May  4,   1775,  d .     Of  Eliza- 

beth I  have  failed  to  obtain  any  account. 

141.  11.     Judith,^  b.  June  14,  1777,  d.  Nov.  14,  1800,  m. 

John  Pierce,  b.  June  1,  1780,  d.  April  27,1857. 
Res.  Chesterfield,  had  ten  children. 

142.  12.     Ruth,5  b.  July  20,  1779,  d.  March  16,  1847.     Of 

Ruth  I  have  failed  to  obtain  any  account. 
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143.  13.     Saniuel,M).  Doc.  4,  nSl.rl.  Nov.   11,   1851.  m. 

i^^sthor  Pierce,  b.  Sept,  20,  1701,  tliey  hu<l  six  cliil- 
Jreii. 

144.  14.     Tiinotliy,"'  h.  Nov.  17,  1784,  <1.  Sept.  1,  18C4,  m- 

p:ilen  Phillips,  b,  Dec.  17,  1788.     They  h:ul  three 
children. 


(25)  V.  Sanih,^  h.  Sept.  G,  1743,  d.  June  28,  170S,  m.  Feb.  8, 17GG' 
James  Robertson,  b.  .Alaich  8,  1741,  d.  March  10,  1830' 
res.  Cliesterfield,  N.  II.     Their  children  were, 

145.  1.     Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  10,  1707,  ni. Bromley  of 

Plattsljur;j^,  JS.  Y  ,  d. s  p. 

14G.  -2.     Jame's,'i  b.   Oct.  31,  17C8,  m. Kinc:>ley  of 

Chesterfield.     Had  three  sons  and  two  dauirhters. 

147.  3.     Sarali,"'  b.   j\Iarch    24,   1770,  ni.   Martin    Hitter, 

Methodist  minister,  d. s.  jj. 

148.  4.     Annn,^  b.  Oct.    7,   1771,   m.    Daniel   Gould,   re- 

moved to  New  York.     Had  a  numerous  family. 

149.  5.     Louis,5  Ai)nl  15, 1773,  d.  young,  unm. 
150-51.            6  and  7.     Twins,  b.  May  17,  1775,  d.  unnamed. 
152.  8.     Lucy,»  b.  July  21,  1776,  d.  young. 

15.3.  9.     Tinu)thy,=5  b.  April   0,  1778,  d.  Feb.  2,  1815,  m. 

first,  Betsey  Simonds.  They  had  two  children. 
She  died  and  he  married  second,  Oct.  12,  1807- 
Lucinda,  dr.  of  Dea.  Jonathan  Bancroft  of  Tyngs- 
borough. 

154.  1(>.     Lucy ,5  b.  Oct.  17,  1779,  m.  Gardner  Tarr.     Had 

six  children. 

155.  11.     Sybil,-5 1).  May  28,  1781,  m. Holmes. 

150.  12.     Hannah,^  b.  Jan.  17,  1784,  ni.  Jonathan  Nichols. 

Had  four  children 

157.  13,     Alexander,-"^  b.  Se].t.  10,  17s5,  d.  Dec.   20,  1800,- 

m.  1st,  January  2,  1817,  Lucinda,  widow  of  his 
brother  Timothy,  m.  2d,  Jan.  24,  1844,  widow 
Anna  Dutton.  Had  seven  cliildren,  all  of  first 
wife.     Res  Chelmsford 

158.  14,     Ebenezer,5  b  July  7,  1787,  m.  Feb.  28, 1810,  Phila 

Walker,  b  April  24,  1700,  Had  four  children. 
Res.  CliesterlielJ. 
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(26)  VI.  Capt.  Jaines,<  b.  Oct.  20,  1745,  <1.  Mareli  2,  1832,  nged  Hi\ 
farmer  in  Nelson,  N.  II.,  and  Uockinf^hani,  Vt.  IK- 
was  in  the  secret  service  in  the  Kevolntion,  in.  probably 
in  1772,  Lncy  Whitney,  dr.  of  James  and  Lucy  Wliii- 
ney.  She  d.  May  22,  1840,  aged  85  1-2  years.  Their 
children  and  grandchildren  are  as  follows  : 

150.  1.     Timothy,  who  died  young. 

160.  2.    Lucy, 

161.  3.     Polly, 

162.  4.     James,  b.  Jan.  11,  1779,  d. ,  1865.-|- 

163.  5.     John,  b.  Jan.  18,  1781,  went  to  ]3oston  and  died 

June  25,  1823. 

164.  6.     Charles,  b.  ]\Iay  4,  1783,  d.  in  185C.+ 

165.  7.     Ilepzibah,  b.  Oct.   1,  178;3,  m.  Eleazar  Albee,  re- 

sided at  Ilockingham,  Yt.,  d.' March  22,  1833. 

166.  8.     Lucy,  b.  Jan.  23,  1788,  m.  Henry  Read,  resided  in 

Medina,  N.  Y.,  sons,  George  and  Jehiel,  merchants 
in  New  York. 

167.  9.     Mary,  b.  Aug.  10,  1790,  at  Rockingham,  Vt.,  m. 

March,  1810,  George  G.  Bradshaw,  Monti>elier,  Yt. 

168.  10.     Timothy,  b.  at  R.,  1793,  d.  Feb.  2, 1801. 

169.  11.     Thomas,  b.  at  R.,  1795,  d.  March  22,  1801. 

170.  12.     Lois.  b.  at  R.,  July  17,  1797,  m.  Samuel  Walker, 

of  Paris,  N.  Y.     Their  son,  Rev.  Charles  Bancroft 
Walker,  Liverpool,  Onondagua  Co.,  N.  Y. 

(4.)  James^  James^  Timothy^  b.  Jan.  11,  1779,  d.  at   Elm:^ 

N.  Y.,  May  15,  1865.  Disabled  from  labor  by  accident 
he  spent  upwards  of  forty  years  as  a  teacher  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rockingham,  Vt.,  and  afterwards  for  many 
years  kept  a  private  school  at  St.  Charles,  111.  He  m 
Fanny,  dr.  of  Eleazar  Kendall  of  Rockingham,  Vt. 
She  d.  Jan.  1838.     Their  children  were, 

171.  1.     Horace,  b.  1799,  res.  Northville,  Michigan,  or  St, 

Charles,  111. 

172.  2.     Eleazer,  b.  Dec.  12,  1801.-f 

173.  3.     Fanny,  b. ,  m.  Asa  Hazeltine,  St.  Charles,  111. 

174.  4.     Lucy,   b.  March,    1806.     Perhaps  governess  of 

Female  Asylum  in  Boston,  1833,  4  or  5,  Essex, 
street,  d.  in  Mobile,  unm.,  where  she  went  as  ^ 
music  teacher. 
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175.  5.     James,  il.  iniimt. 

170.  6.     Liicieii,  IJuMcioft  tt  Son,  liarJwarc,  Sparta,  Wi>. 

177.  7.     James  Madison,  1>.  Jan.  "Jo,  IHl'l,  al  lioxluiiy, 

Vermont  -f 

178.  8.     George  W.,  b.  Oct.  '2o,   1811,  at    IJoekingliain, 

Vt.,  res.  New  InifValo,  ^V'is. 

179.  9.     William   II.,  b.  Uockingham,  \'t.,  July  ii:j,  ISlC, 

res.  Elma,  N.  Y. 


(C  )  Charles,'' Cajtt,  James,*  Timothy,"  b.  at  Nelson,    May  4, 

1783,  m.Oct,  -20,  1805,  Sally  i'reston,  dr.  ot  James,  P. 
He  d.  Feb.  13,  1850.  She  d.  April  19,  185s,  aged  7(». 
Res.  Union,  Broome  C(\  X,  Y.,  fiirmer.  Their  cliildreii, 

180.  1.     Edward,  b.  liockingham,  Vt.,  July  13,  1806,  m. 

JMary  Holmes,  1828,  res.  Waterville,  Me ,  d. 

One  son,  Edward,  res.  Camljridge,  Mass.    Trader. 

181.  ■    2.     Azubah,  b.  Aug.  12,  1807,  m.  Samuel  Woodeoek. 

May  1842,  d.  Sept.  1803.  res.  Union,  N.  Y. 

182.  3.     Betsey,   b.  Aug.  20, 1809,  m.    D.   E.   Goodwin, 

shoemaker,  res.  West  Hush,  N.  Y. 

183.  4.     Caroline,  b.  1811,  d.  1814. 

184.  5.     Sarah,   b.  Aug.  13,    1812,    d.  Feb.   13,  1849,  m* 

Daniel  Boswell,  Union,  N.  Y.,  farmer. 

185.  0.     Infant,  d. 

180.  7.     Mahala,  b.  ^hxy  21,  1815,  d.  1802,  m.  Wm.  Wa- 

terman, farmer,  Michigan. 

187.  8.     Infant,  d. 

188.  9.     Charles  Preston,  b.  March  20,  1^18,  m.  Feb.  13, 

1841,  S.  A.  Hoose,  Trumansbuig,   N.  Y.,  cabinet 
maker      Life  member  Am.  Bible  Society. 

189.  10.     Leonard  F.,  b.  Nov.  14, 1820,  m.  Rebecca  Brig- 

ham,  Union,  N.  Y.,  farmer. 

190.  11.     John  O.,  b.  Feb.  18,  1824,  m.  Delia  Ilouze,  Tru- 

niansburg,  N.  Y.,  cabinet  maker. 

191.  12.     Ellery  B.,  b.  Nov.  28,  1825,  farmer,   d.  Union, 

N.  v.,  Sei.t.  22,  1 849. 


(2.)  Eleazar,6  James,^  James,-*  Timothy,^  b.  at  Rockingham, 

Vt.,  Dec.  12, 1801.     Res.  at  Elm'a,  Erie  Co.,  New  York, 
farmer,  m.  1st,  April   24,  1824,  Candac*>  Webb.   dr.  of 
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Lutlicr  niul    iJf.rotliy  (Wliff ]<H-k)  Wel)b  of  Jior-kiiig- 
ham,  Vt.     She  (I.Oct.  I,  1828.     He  in.  :iii<l,  Eiizahetli 
S.  A.,  dr.  of  Dr.  Ezekiel    ;iii(l  Plllizabetli    (W:islilMirji> 
Bisscl  of  liandoljdi,  Vt.     Cliildreti  of  l«t  wife  v\  oie, 
1^2.  1.     Josepl)    Webb,  b.  ]\Iay   1^4,  18l'o,  rector  of  Kiii- 

nianuel  Ki>iscoi)al  Chureli,  Ila.stiiiL^s.  Mich. 

193.  li.     Albert  Carlton,  b.  Nov.  -27,  1S20,  n». .    One 

dr.,  res.  Crittenden,  Krie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

1C4.  3.     Alonzo  Clinton,  b.  Nov.  27, 182G,  ni ,  res. 

Elnia,  N.  V.,  o)ie  dr.  living,  a  son   and  two  dr».  d. 
By  his  second  wiSe  he  had, 
195.  4.     Candaee  Webb,  b.  Feb.  20,  18.53,  at  IJanrh.lph, 

Vt.,  m.  K.  B.  lilake,  d.  Ang.  5,  1857  or  1850,  in 
Globe  Village,  Southbridge,  Ma^.s.  One  dr.,  Can- 
dace  Bancroft  Webb. 


(7.)  James  Madison,^  James,'''  and  Jame.s,*  Timotliy,-"  b.  Uox- 

bury,  Vt.,  Jan  25,  1812.  Upon  hi.s  marriage  reinoved 
to  New  Hartford,  Ct.,  thence  in  1839  to  North  Haver- 
hill, N.  H.,  blacksmith  and  farmer,  m.  1st,  Catherine 
Augusta  Chapin  of  Walpole.  She  died  Nov.  2,  1842. 
Their  children  weie, 
19G.  1.     Arvilla  Eliza,  b.  New  Hartford,  Feb.  C,  1837,  m. 

at  Worcester  Sept.  3,  185(3,  Franklin  E.  Pulsifer, 
res.  Bricksburg,  N.  J.     Their  childix-n    were, 

197.  1.     Lizzie  May,  b.  New  Haven,  July  21,  1858. 

198.  2.     Fanny  Balaiia,  b.  Freeliold,  N."j.,  Sept.  G, 

1805,  d.  Nov.  22,  1SG7. 

199.  3.     Frank  Bancroft  Pulsifer,  b.  Oct.  15,  lSG8,at 

Bricksburg,  N.  J. 

'200.  2.     William  Eugene,  b.  Dec.  9,  1838,  Ord.  Sergeant 

2nd  N.H.  Kegt,  three  years,  1st  Lieut.,  5th  U.  S. 

Inf  y,  about  two  years.  Farmer  in  Montana,  unm. 

'201.  3.     Mary  E.,  b.  Nov.  24,  1840,  at  Haverhill,  m.  Jan. 

12,  1859,  Smiley  Tilton,  New  Haven,  farmer. 

He  m.  '2nd,  1843,  Almira  J.  St.  Clair,  of  Haverhill.     Children, 

202.  4.     George  Lewis,  b.  Dec.  1844,  d.  Dec.  1846. 

203.  5.     Helen    Mariii,  b.  June  3,    184G,  m.  Aj.ril,   1SG>\ 

Allen  Baxter,  cabinet  maker,  Lewis,  Iowa. 

204.  6.     Josiah  Wilson,  b,  Oct.  7,  1847,  carjienter. 
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'20b.  7.     Launi  Ayer,  1).  June  15,  1S52.     Toaciior  in  No 

braska,  1S7;>. 
ii06.  8.     Emma  Jaiic,  ],.  INIay  22,  1804,  m.  June  4,  1872. 

Aitliur  Koberts  at  l^urilap,  Iowa. 


(^.'^ .  VII.  Lois,  b.  May  10,  1748,  m.  Samuel  Parsons. 
/-^  o)  vm.  Dea.  Jonathan,  b  Aut^.  11, 1750,  rc'si<1<'<l  at  'J'yiiL'sboionLrlt 
on  the  ancestral  farm,  ni.  A]nil  (J,  177;j,  Martha  Grci-n 
of  Grotor..  He  (].  Jnly  11,  1S1.5.  .Slio  d.  at  Clivster- 
field,  N.  IT.,  March  15,  1843,  .'lured  93  years.  He  was  I.y 
Xrade  a  tanner,  but  mostly  a  farmer,  was  a  serj^eant  in 
Capt.  Ford's  coini>any  at  the  battltj  of  Bennington. 
He  resided  on  the  honiestea<l  of  his  father  Timothy. 
Tlieir  eliihlren  were, 

207.  X    Major  Jonatlmn,  b.  Feb.  0,  1774,  d.  1838,  ni,  Sarah  Tay- 

lor of  Dracut,  farmer,  livx'd  on  the  ohl  Brancroft  farn'. 
Had  ten  children,  1.  Sarali,  b.  Feb.  20, 1799,  d.  March 
16,1872.  2.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  5, 1801.  3.  Abiah,  b.  Mar- 
25,  1S03.  4.  Julia,  b.  Feb.  15,  1805.  5.  Jane,  b.  July 
3, 1807.  6.  Hebecca,  b.  Au^. 25, 1.800,  d  June  8, 1859. 
7.  Jonathan,  b.  June  21,  1811.  S.  Ephraim,  b.  May 
15,  1813,  d.  June  8,  1859.  9.  :Martha,  b.  June  ISIG,  d 
Mar.  9,  1817.  10.  Martha,  b.  June  6, 1818,  d.  Sept.  1851. 
(7.)  -  Jonathan,  b.  June  21,  1811,  m.  Dec,  2,  1838,  1st,  Eliza 
'Jane  Kendall,  b.  Dec.  22,  1817.  2nd,  Ellen  Kezar. 
'I'he  children  by  the  fii-st  wife  were, 

208.  1.     Ellen  Eliza,  b.  March  12,  1840. 

209.  2.     Mary  Jane,  b.  July  25,  1842,  m.  Hale  Wesson  of 

Boston. 

210.  3.     Almira  Adelia,  b.  May  IG,  1844. 

211.  4.     Jonathan  Franklin,  b.  June  24, 1847,  spent  a  year 

at  Agr.  College  at  Amherst,  m.  Helen  A.  Kidder. 
Two  children,  1.  Horace  Timothy,  b.  July  1, 1873. 
•    2.  Edna,  b.  Dec.  21,  1874.     He  lives  on  the   an- 
cestral farm  being  the  fifth  occujiant  in  succession 

212.  5.     Sarah    Emma,  b.    Nov.    21,    1<48,    m.    Charks 

Burrows. 
(8.)         Ephraini,  b.  May  15,  1813,  d.  1873,  m. Coburn.     In- 
mate of  Ins.  xVsyluni,  Worcester,  son  Gustavus  m.  Mary 
M.  Vi.allof  Vt.,  res,  at  Worcester,  upholsterer  and  real 
estate  agent,  served  through  the  war  in  a  N.  Y.  regt. 
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i>13.  Daughter  ISIaud,  b.  May  5, 1807. 

V    H.     Isaac,  b.  A|»nl  20,  1770,  m.  Mercy  ( 'ohiirii,  went  to  S|»ring- 
fieUl,  111.     H;i«l    cliil'lreii    Josejili    CoUhuii,    Tiiin»tliy, 
Benjamin,  ]j\»ein(l:i, 
IIJ.   Martha,  b.  Oct.  29,  177)^,  in.  Aaron  P.irlin. 

IV.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  81,  1781,  ni  Ebenc/er  Swan,  18  1,  b.  1770. 

Hed.  in  July,  1858.  She  A.  April  29,  18.->'.).  Their 
<?reat  granddaughter,  Frances  C.  Swan,  ni.  Timothy 
N.  Robertson  of  Chesterfield,  N.  IT. 

V.  Elizabeth,  b.  .July  3,  1785,  ni.  Philip  Clement,  niove«l  to 

Jirockville,  Canada,  where  lie  d.  Aug.  10,  1834.  She 
d.  Juno  10,  1851.  'J'liey  liad  seven  children,  ibur  living 
in  1871,  all  married  and  had  large  families,  tliey  re- 
moved to  Belleville,  Canada  ;  \vidow  .and  children  re- 
moved to  Paris,  Ohio. 
vr.   Lncinda,  b.  Oct.  2,  1787,  m.  Timothy  Kobertson,  d.  Sept. 

28, 1842,  at  Chesterfield.  He  d.  Feb.  2, 1815.  She  d. 

vii.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  7,  1789,  ni.  May  20,  1813,  Nathan  Jones, 
res.  at  Mont  Vernon,  removed  to  Belleville,  Canada,  4 
children, 
viii.  Timothy,-'  Jonathan,^  Timothy,-'  b.  Feb  22,  1792,  settled 
near  Liberty,  Clay  Co.,  Mo.,  d.  July  4,  1832,  or  33,  one 
of  the  early  victims  of  the  cholera,  m.  Aug.  25,  1825, 
Nancy  l>odkin,  dr.  of  George  Davis  of  Ross  Co.  Ohio. 
She  m.  2nd.  Jolin  Poorman,  had  five  children  of  this 
marriage  and  d.  in  Utah  Nov.  3,  1869.  Children  of 
Timothy  were, 
214,  1.     Martha,  b.  June  13,  1826,   in  Clay  Co.,  m.  Jan. 

24,  1850,  John  J.  Johnson,  architect  and  builder, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Held  many  public  offices  there. 
Removed  to  Helena,  Arkansas.     Nine  children. 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  June  28,  1827,  m.  .June  27,  1858, 
Harvey  Dillon.  He  d.  at  St.  Josephs,  Nov.  7, 
1867.  She  is  a  seamstress,  has  eanied  lier  own 
living  and  lived  in  her  own  house  for  the  j^ast 
twenty-three  years,  and  lias  furnished  most  of  this 
record  of  her  father's  family. 

3.  Mary,  b.  Oct.  6,  1824,  m.,  husband  dead,  resides 
with  her  daughter  at  Boise  city,  Idaho. 
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IX.    Jk'iijuMiiii,  M.  I).,   h.    Sc']it.   13,  170G,   stii(]ie<l    willi   })i. 

Daniel  Adams,  atillior   of  Adams'  AritlitiK-tic;,  loiii^  so 

|)0]iiilar   with    school    teachers,  giad.   JJarl.  CoL,   182::!^ 

settled  lor  jtiacticc  at  Loiidoiiderry,  llien  Cliesterfieid, 

then  Wealherslield,  IloUaml  rurchase,  N.  Y.,  m.  Eniily, 

<lr.  of  Onnus  Doolittle,  h.  at  Hampton,  N.  ^',, Oct.  li*', 

ISll.     She  was  a  cousin  of  Senatoi' J>oolittlc.     He  d. 

May  8d,  l!^G5.     ChiMien  all  V>aj)ti/.e<l  and  confirmed  in 

St  Clement's  church,  (K]'.)  at  Weatlicrsfield  Spa,  X.  V. 

Iil7.  1.     Martha  Bovden,  h.  April  7,  1S;J1,  m.  March  27^ 

1850,   Dr.  G.  L.  Carhart,   Mont    Vernon,   low; » 

d.  Dec.  16,  1868.     Three  children. 

218.  2.     Mary  Caroline  Edwards,  b.  Jan.  6,  1834,  m.  Ap)-. 

16,  1857,  Rev.   Amos  B,  Ken<liijf,  Mont    Vernon, 

Iowa.    'J'wo  children. 

Iil9.  3.     Elizabetli  Clement,  b,  ^Nfareh  12,  1836,  m.  ^March 

20,  1856,  N.  R.  Sledman,  ]»ublisher. 
220.  4.     Ormus  Doolittle,  b.  A]>ril  8,  1841,  enlisted  ivoni 

Carroll' College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  in  tlie  Union 
army,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Ark., 
March  8, 1862,  in  the  medical  department,  a  young 
man  of  much  promise  and  highly  esteemed.  A  tal>- 
let  is  ])laced  to  his  memory  in  St.  Clement's  church. 
•J21.  5.     Lydia  Doolittle,  b.  Aug.  19,  1844,  m.  :March  30, 

1864,  A.  J.  Wheelei-,  tanner  at  Weathersfiekl  Spa, 
Three  children. 
•222.  6.     Helen  P^unice,  b.  Jan  9,  1848,  m.  June  22,  1870. 

Dr.  Frank  E.  Bliss  of  Weathersfield.  Xo  children. 
223.  7.     George  Bimjamin,  b.  July  15,  1850,  now  in  busi- 

ness for   Stedman,    Brown  &  Lyon,    publishers, 
Philadelphia.     Two  children,  died  in  infancy. 


1>EA     THOltAS    BANCROFT    OF    READING. 

Dea.  Thomas,-'  Thomas,'  b.  1649,  m.  1673,  Sarah  Poole.  He 
was  an  officer  in  King  Philip's  war  and  selectman  several  years. 
His  ninth  child,  Capt.  Samuel,  b.  1693,  m.  1st,  Sarah  Xichols,2nd, 
Sarah  Leathe,  3d,  Mehitable  Fitch.  He  was  captain,  selectman, 
representative,  died  1772,  aged  79  years.  His  son,  Samuel,  born 
1715,  m.  Lydia  l\uker.     He  was  a  deacon,  justice  of  the  peace, 
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selcctm:in  and  representative,  d.  ITH'i,  a^red  G7.  His  wife  d.  I8I0. 
aged  93.  Of  liis  children,  Samuel,  b.  1730,  was  a  jiid<,'e  in  Novn 
Scotia  ;  Maiy,  b.  174'J,  m.  Kcv,  Francis  Lovejoy,  and  was  an  ance^- 
tress  of  tlie  martyr  Lovejoy;  Elizabetli,  b.  174G,  m,  1st,  Nat!i:iii- 
iel  Clieever,  2nd,  Hon.  Xallian  Weston  of  Augusta,  Me,  and  wa^ 
the  mother  of  Chief  Justiee  Weston  of  Maine;  Aaron,  b  175.'» 
was  Dr.  Bancroft  of  Woicestei",  nnd  fiithei  ol' George  I>:incroft. 
tlie  historian,  who  was  burn  Oct.  3,  ISOO  ;  Lucy,  b.  Feb.  23,  1758 
111.  Dr.  .Joseph  Grey  of  Nottiiighan>  West,  now  Hudson;  and  (>\ 
JMason,  b,  1751,  at  Providence,  Jl.  I. 

Dr.  Joseph  Gray  ni.Lucy  liancrot't,  17^0.  Their  chihlten  weie, 
Henry  Gray,  M.  I).,  b.  March  27,  1782,  d.  Aug.  24,  18G3;  Lucy,  b. 
Feb.  5,  1786,  in.  Aug.  2(3,  1805,  at  Mason,  John  Brown  ;  Jose].li 
Gray,  M.  D.,  b  Feb.lt,  1788;  Jolni  Gray,  b.  Marcli  28,  179U; 
Lydia  Gray,  b.  June  19, 1793  ;  Isaac  Gray,  b.  July  2<>,  1795  ;  Han- 
nah Gray,  b.  Jan.  17,  1800;  Henry  born  in  Huds(.n,  all  others  in 
Mason. 

Dr.  Henry  Gray,  b.  March  27,  1782,  d.  Aug.  24,  1863,  m.  Xov. 
23,  1808,  Margaret  Carpenter,  b.  Aug.  1787,  d.  Xov.  22,  ls37. 
Their  children  were,  1,  Henry  Carpenter  Gray,  b.  at  Mason,  Jan.  7, 
1810  ;  2,  Isaac  Franklin,  b.  Jan.  7,  1812  ;  3,  Mary,  b.  Xov.  22,  1^12  ; 
4,  Lucy,  b.  Jan  22,  1815;  5,  David  Bancroft,  b.  May  G,  1817  :  G. 
Andrew'  Jackson,  b.  Oct.-  23,  1820  ;  7,  Margaret,  b.  Feb.  9,  1822  : 
8,  Hannah,  b.  July  9,  1824  ;  9,  Joseph  Jefterson,  b.  Dec.  2o,  182G  ; 
10,  John  Billy,  b.  April  1,  1829,     Res.  Londonderry,  Vt. 

Henry  Carj>enter  Gray,  M.  D.,  b.  in  Mason  Jan.  7,  ISIO,  lii. 
Maich  31,  1834,  Jaennette  Bullions,  b.  Sept.  24,  1813.  He  d.  at 
Cambridge,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1877.  She  d.  June  13,  1852.  Their 
children  were,  1,  JNLiry  Bullions,  b.  June  22,  1835  ;  2,  Henry,  b. 
April  2o,  1837  ;  3,  3Jargaret,  b.  Jan.  20,  1839:  4,  Eliza,  b.  March 
27,  1840;  6,  Henry,  M.  D.,  b.Sept.  6,  1842 ;  6,  Kobert  Li^ton,  h. 
Oct.  17, 1844  ;  7,  Charles  Adams,  M.  D.,  b.  July  24,  1846 ;  8  and  9, 
Florence  Carpenter  and  Francis  Jaennette,  twins,  Aug.  24,  1848  : 
10,  Annie  Ricp,  b.  March  30,  1850.     Res.  Cambridge,  Vi. 

diaries  Adams  Gray,  b.  July  24,  184G,  m.  Get.  25,  1871.  Xeliic 
A.Joslin,  b.  ^Larch  2.5,  1^71,  res.  Brattleboro.  Their  childitn 
were,  1,  Florence  Templeton,  b,  Jan.  31,  1873  :  2,  Annie  Joslin,  b, 
June  11,  1875;  3.  Cliarles  Li<toii,b.  April  15,  1877. 


GENEALOGY  OF  SOJIE  liKA^'CIIES  OF 
THE  ELETC]1ER  FAJIILY. 


Edward  II.  Fletcher  of  New  York,  piibrLsln-d  in  1S71,  a  very 
tull  geiieidogy  of  the  descendants  of  IJobert  Fletcher  of  Concord 
the  residt  of  researches  made  by  hhn  witli  great  care  and  much 
expenditure  of  money,  time  and  trouble.  It  is  an  8vo  of  379 
pages.  No  doubt  he  will  furnish  copies  on  application  ]>y  any 
one.  No  descendant  of  Robert  Fletcher  who  shall  purchase  the 
book  will  fail  to  find  in  it  his  money's  worth,  or  will  regret  the  ex- 
penditure. As  this  book  is  accessible  to  all  who  have  an  interest 
in  its  contents,  I  shall  be  si)aring  in  my  extracts  from  it.  I  will 
also  refer  all  who  are  connected  with  the  Dunstable  brancli  of  thi:- 
tan)ily  to  the  mine  of  information  they  Mill  h'nd  in  Nason's  His- 
tory of  Dunstable. 

Robert  Fletcher,  born  in  England  in  1592.  c:une  to  this  country 
early  in  IGoO,  and  settled  in  Concord  in  1G35.  His  name  and 
tliat  of  Henry  Farwell  appear  in  the  list  of  names  of  tlie  church 
first  organized  in  Concord.  Ilis  three  sons,  Luke,  William  and 
•Samuel,  all  born  in  Eno-land,  came  with  him.  His  voungest  son 
Francis  and  daughter  Cary  were  born  in  Concord.  He  d.  April 
^{d,  1677.  His  son  William,  born  in  England  in  IG'22,  was  admit- 
ted freeman  at  Concord  in  1643,  m.  April  7,  1C45,  Lydia  Bates, 
went  to  Chelmsford  in  lG5o,  and  took  up  about  300  acres  of  land  on 
wliich  most  of  the  city  of  Lowell  is  now  built.  A  portion  of  this 
tract  has  remained  in  his  family  to  this  day,  and  is  owned  and  occu_ 
pied  by  William  Fletcher, his  descendant  in  the  Sth  generatio.i, 
Their  children  were  Lydia,  Joshua,  Mary,Paul,  Sarah,  William,  Es- 
ther and  Samuel.  Of  tliese  I  am  now  only  concerned  with  Joshua, 
b.  March  30,  1648.  He  m.  May  4,  1668,  Grissies  ;  Jewell  she  d 
Jan.  16,  1082,  and  he  m.  2d,  July  18,  1682,  Sarah  Wiley.     He  d' 
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Nov.  21,  1713.  Of  his  cliiMii'ii,  Jo^el.ll,  son  oj"  tlic -J.l  w  i!i.-,  1;<»im 
June  10,  1GS9,  sit  Cliflmsfonl,  in.  Nov.  17,  1712,  IS.-iiali  i\«l:iiiis  ot' 
Concord.  Slie  was  born  in  1001,  :iii(i  <].  A\>ii\  24,  ]7^;1.  lie  i|. 
Oct.  4,  1772.  They  setllcil  .-ind  lived  in  WesH'ord.  A>  f  iv.id  th;i! 
Henry  Adnins  came  iVoni  l'2ni;l:in<l,  :ind  inouLiht  ( ii:lil  >ons  uilh 
liini,  I  sl):il]  not  ultonipt  to  Io<j1<  ii|)  our  S.irali's  connection  vvitli 
lier  English  ancestors,  foi-  lliat  woidd  Ijc  an  eiidN-ss  task  'i'heir 
children  weie  Josejdi,  Benjamin,  'rimothy,  'J'li(im:i>,  Sarah,  Kdilli. 
Felatiah,  Josluia,  Until  and  .Mary. 

Joseph  Fletcher,  their  elde>t  ^on,  I».  in  Wc>t!'oid,  .July  ti.  171;;, 
ni.  Elizabetli  Underwood,  -May  21, 17or>.  She  was  h.  Feb.  2,  1714. 
d.  Nov.  23,  1802.  He  d.  July  17,  17s4  OMier  f.-miily  I  fnd 
Joseph  Underwood  b.  16^1,  d.  -Ian.  10,  17(il,  m.  Susannah  I'aikcr 
b.  1680,  d.  Fel).  18,  1760,  res.  Westford  Their  (hildMn  wiir 
Joseph,  a  minister;  John,  drowned  while  in  the  army  ;  Timothv  d. 
in  Putney,  Vt  ;  Phinehas,  d.  in  Merrimae;  James,  d.  in  Litchfield  ; 
Thomas  ;  Jlary,  m.  Col.  Buckley  ;  Elizabeth,  m.  Joseph  Fletcher  ; 
Uiith,  m.  Joshua  Peed;  Susannali,  d.  youn;4 ;  Anna,  m.  Benjamin 
Spaukling;  Betliiah,  m.  Oliver  IVescott. 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  were,  Elizabeth,  Thomas, 
Jonathaji,  Susannah,  Amy,  Sarah,  Joseph,  Lucy  and  Phineas. 
Susannah,  1>.  Oct.  27,  1743,  m.  Col.  Elienezer  Bancroft  of  Tyngs- 
borough.  For  her  descendants  see  the  genealogy  of  the  Bamrolt 
family,  ami  for  tliat(^f  the  other  children  of  Josepli  and  Elizabeth, 
see  the  Fletcher  genealogy. 

Of  Dea.  Josep]}  and  Elizabeth  I  copy  trom  the  Fletcher  Oenc- 
alogy  the  following  sketch  : 

"About  the  time  of  their  m:nriage  they  removed  to  and  settled 
ill  Dunstable,  where  he  b-  ;.-ht  six  limidred  acre?  of  land  tbi 
about  twelve  cents  an  acre,  th.ei'  .-.m  .-.Imost  unbroken  wilderness. 
Here  he  lived  iifty  years  subduing  in.'  i-rtivating  the  lajiil,  aTi.l 
was  blessed  with  a  (H»m])etence  as  the  lesult  -•('  his  industry.  He 
was  :i  leading  man  in  the  community,  and  a  pillar  in  the  church, 
a  good  citizen  and  a  devoted  Christian.  He  died  July  17.  17s4. 
All  his  nine  children  followed  him  to  the  grave,  eiuht  of  them 
with  their  comj>anions. 

Tiie  homes  of  Dea.  .Iose]»h  and  his  <tnrdy  sons,  in  close  proxim- 
ity, are'interesting  relics  of  by-gone  days.  .About  a  mile  .iiid  a 
half  fronj  Dunstalile,  Mass.,  \  illage,  on  the  Hollis  road,  we  cr«»-. 
Jointgrass  brook,  and   asceml   the  hill    beyond,   and   then    leaving 
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tlic  oM  school  house  on  the  left,  we  s<e  :i  few  ro<ls  to  th<-  \v.>t,  .-iit 
ohl-f:isliio!ieil  iwo-storv  (luelliiiu  with  t:iji:ieious  hartis  Here 
li\c<l  ThoiiKis,  the  uhlest  son  ot  1  )e;i.  Joseph,  aii.l  re:ire<l  lii?»  uii- 
merous  family.  The  hoiue  wliere  Jo>e|-h,  the  tliirl  s<»ii,  setllt."! 
ami  lived  iiiniiv  years,  stands  a  short  distanee  north  and  tVontin;^ 
the  south,  smroiinded  by  live  tall  hiutonwood  trees.  Still  farther 
north,  ahoiit  an  eii:hlh  of  a  mile,  a  tall  huttonwocMl  and  four  elm- 
staiul  i,niardiaiis  of  the  ancient  liomestead,  where  the  father  lived 
ami  died.  Mis  son  Phineas,  his  oran<lson  Mark  and  his  icn  at 
j^M'andson  (ieorgc  IV.,  have  in  tuin    owned  the  s.icred   s]m>i 

From  this  point,  hvokimr  to  the  west  oi  north,  di>laiit  ahoiu  ont- 
i'iahth  of  a  niile,  stand  two  houses  alxnU  a  >to!ic^  throvs-  apart. 
The  one  with  tall  huttonwoods  was  the  residetu-e  ot  jMimthan,  the 
M'cond  son  of  l)ea.  .lo.seph.  In  the  other  livid  Jon:»lhan'-«  >oii 
Samuel.  From  1  Ham-hard's  hill  may  h-  .M'eii  the  church  spires  of 
J'epperell,  IloUis  ami  Londomlerry.  The  daughters  all  married 
and  settled  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  related  that  the  tamily  irather- 
iiiL^s  '  were  encn-inous  lor  nunibers,  such  as  the  present  day  <»r 
small  families  cannot  pi'cduce.     Such  thanks^ivinus  I "'* 

*Our  fiitliers  liiiviu-  llf<l  IVdmi  the  old  w()rl<l  across  tiie  oceHii  to  escajiH  tin- 
persecution  ot"  the  Kiiu'lMi  Cliurch  resDlve.l  lli  it  no  usiiut-s  or  that  chur.-li 
should  be  pcriuittcd  to  ini>lc:(il  tli.-  youtli  ami  corrui>t  Uie  iiioral>  of  tlie  new 
world,  thrretoic  the  (Jciicral  ("ourl,  in  ll"5V).  pas«t'd  a  law.  "'riiat  wlioewr 
should  he  lound  oli^wrvin;:  any  >uch  day  as  ("hristnias,  or  the  liki',  i-iih-'r  I-y 
lorlicarinu  l:d>or,  t(■astinL^  or  any  (  tlier  way,  upon  any  s'-ch  accounts.  a> 
aforesaid ;  every  per>oM  so  otTendiuL:.  sliall  for  every  such  od'.'nce,  pay  tive 
shillings,  as  a  line  :o  the  country."  Prior  lo  h\&2  the  iTem-ral  Court  pa<-MM| 
a  law,  making  it  i)enal  t<>  use  the  (  uitunon  Prayer  liook  of  the  Church  oi 
England. 

In  Croin well's  time  Ueepini:(^Miristti\as  wms  forlii^id-n  in  England.  Kv^dyn 
notes  in  his  diary.  Dec.  •_'.'.,  1(>.'J4,  (pa-^c  242.)  -'Cliristinas  Day,  no  I'uldic  uilici*.-. 
in  thechuiche>,'hut  penalties  on  ohservers,  *o  I  wa>  constrained  t<i  ceiehnite 
it  iit  home."' 

Thus  Christuia-lveinu  aholishe,!  aiui  forbidden,  and  any  nn- who  >hould  ei.i 
a  mince  pie  on  that  day.  would  do  so  under  the  liability  nl  a  (lenaltv  of  tivi- 
shillings,  Tii.udouivin;;  day  took  its  place  and  was  k.'pt  and  celebrat-^d  with 
fam  ly  i;atherini:.»  and  tea>tini;s:  fa>t  day  on  some  Tiiur>day  of  April  look 
the  place. of  the  iiood  Friday  of  the  Knuli^h  Chundi.  <  )ur  fathers  bore  testi- 
mony against  that  church,  hut  now  "  Fast  day"'  has  h.'coni<-  alnn.sta  farce, 
ami  ' 'Thanksgiving  day  "  is  waning,  atid  Christina^  coinim:  iiUu  favor,  a» 
Pitu.lisni,  or  rather  Ponianisni,  is  increa-iug  in  th.-  Kpi-coi)il  clunch.  both 
in  Kiegland  and  ii.  this  .-ountry.  and  its  niinis'i-rs  are  not  a>h.iine,|  to  s,tv.- 
Itoine.  Ihiuigh  fed  bv  and  living  on  Protfstant  inou'-y  and  means. 

InSanliortrs  llis'tury.  p.  .">•_',  I  liml  thi>  note.  ••  Oeeasionally  we  r-.id  of 
some  of  the  customs  of  the  days  of  the  I'uritans.  At  Dunstable  Mass.,  in 
lt)51,  danc  ng  at  weddim:s  was  forbidden:  in  IdtJn,  William  Walki  r  was  im- 
prisoned a  montli  for  ■•omtinga  maid  without  leavi-  ol  her  p  :inn!>.'"  It  any 
*uch  laws  or  proci-edinus  were  passed  or  had  at  Dunstaliie  in  Km  I,  it  mu«t 
liave  been  by  the  Wanusxtt  Indians  who  were  at  that  time  the  oid\  inhabi- 
anls  of  the  place. 
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I)(':i.  J()Sf|)Ii  Flciclier  :liiil  Iiis  f.iiiiily  mit  f'oiniil  in  F^letclier  Bowk. 
l*;irt  V,  ilt'sccii(l;mts  ot"  Ju«;<'i>li,  Itoni  June  IM,  IGSD.  In  ]);iif. 
VI  is  the  liimily  of  Josi;ili,  nlio  was  horn  in  Cliehnsfuid,  M:is> 
lM*nr  wltere  the  postdlllcv  now  i-.  In  J.owell,  his  lionie  farm  coni- 
)Mise(l  tlie  thickly  ^ettleil  part  <>{  the  <-ily  of  Lowell  Ho  ()Wii<'<! 
lliesha'l  lishery,  and  as  ihat  Lcave  him  an  ino^mt.' of  a  thousand 
dollars  a  yeai'  it  made  him  one  of  iIk;  most  oimlent  farmers  o! 
('helmsfoi'd.  lie  was  noted  for  Ins 'generosity  and  proverl/ial  tor 
his  nnuiy  kind  deeds.  He  sold  his  home-iarm  to  tlie  eorporation, 
and  moved  n\>  to  Dnnstahle,  haxin^  I>oui,dit  the  fien.  Hlanchard 
farm,  now  the  Little  place,  where  he  die  1  in  IS'-Vl.  He  w:us  that 
year  electe<l  a  memher  ot"  the  Lei;islatiiie,  and  it  was  a  s.iyinL,^  that 
he  gave  away  moi-e  meals  of  victual^  than  any  hotel  hetween  Con- 
cord an<l  Boston,  lie  reared  a  family  ot  eii^ht  children,  .and  of 
that  lnry;e  finnily  there  remains  but  «)ne,  the  widow  of  the  late 
lion.  Jesse  Bowers.  With  her"  anijile  means  she  has  devoted 
hersself  to  the  care  uf  brothers  and  tenderly  care<l  for  a  sister 
as  only  a  sister  can  do.  After  they  jtassed  away  she  has  gone 
out  by  the  road  side  and  done  tor  the  poor  what  few  have  done 
The  future  historian  of  the  Fletcher  family  will  find  of  the  race 
none  that  have  piactically  illu>trateil  the  works  of  a  Christian  Hie 
more  than  Lama  Fletcher  Bowers. 


t.KNEAI.OOV      OF       ^oJMl•:      1!1{AN«  UKS      OK     TllK     KAMll.V      oK      .(A.MK> 
CUTl.KK    OF    AVATKUToWN. 

In  the  genealogical  tables  of  the  Farwell  and  Jones  families  in 
the  foregoing  ]tages,  the  names  of  eleven  of  the  fourteen  children 
of  my  father,  llev.  Fbene/er  Hill,  are  included  an<l  I  have  thought 
it  not  improper  in  the  table  now  to  be  jnesented,  to  set  forth  a 
iienealogy  of  the  remaining  bi-anch  of  his  family,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

James  Cutler^  came  from  Enghnul  and  settled  at  Watertown  in 
1«)34.  He  married  his  third  wife  I'hebe  Page,  about  10)62.  She 
was  the.  daughter  ot  John  P:ige,  and  Phebe,  liis  wife,  who  came 
from  Dedham,  Eng.,  in  1030  and  settled  in  Watertown.  James 
Cutleri  d.  May  17, 1694,  aged  88  years.  John  Cutler,^  tenih  child 
of  James  and  first  of  Phebe,  was  born  at  Watertown  March  V.K 
1668.     He  m.  Jan  1, 1694,  Marv  Stearns     She  was  the  daughter  of 
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Isaac  aiiil  Saiak  (nccrs)  Stcfinis,  lioni  at  Watertowii  Oct.  >?,  10<i:i 
He  died  Scj.l.  '^4,  1714  She  died  in  Feb.  lii,  1  7:]:i.  She  was  a 
'jfvaiiddatinliter  (d"  Ca(>t.  Kicharil  I>eei-s,  \vlii>  eaiiie  fioin  I-^iigh'uid 
and  settled  in  Waterlown,  and  was  admitted  a  freein.'in  3Iaich  1<'> 
1030-7.  lie  was  selectman  ami  rejuesentative  of  Wafertown 
many  years,  and  held  hotli  otiiees  when  lie  was  killed  in  l>allle  with 
the  Indians,  Sept.  4,  1078,  at  Noithtield,  .Mass.  His  d.-nii^liter 
Saralijhis  second  (;liild,  married  .lune  24,  16(5!),  Isaac  Stearns,-  Jr. 
He  died  Auy-.  "J,  It>7G,  an<I  his  widow  m.  .Tnly  li'J,  Thomas 
Wlieeler  of  Concord. 

Isaac    Stearns'  came    ti-om    P^iii^daiul    in    KioO,    and  settled    at 
Watertown.     He    <lied    .Tune    111,  1G71,  leavini^  a    widow    Mary, '^-^^''^^ 
who  died  A|)iii  2,  1(377.     He  left  a   large  estate    for  those    time.~ 
a|>|»raisL'(l  at  i'5li4,()4.00.     Tiieir    son    Isaac  Stearns,- Jr.,  m.  Sar.ah 
Beers,  whose  daugliter  Mary  mariied  John  Cntler.- 

The  third  child  of  .John  Ciitlci-  and  i\Iary  Stearns  was  Capt. 
Ebene/.er  Cutler,"'  horn  in  Lexingtt«n,  originally  a  jiart  of  Water- 
town,  and  in  that  part  of  Le.\;ing:Lon  which  is  now  Lincoln,  on  tlic 
farm  which  was  first  in  Watertown,  then  in  Lexington,  and  now 
in  Lincoln.  He  was  born  Jiily  !i4,  170(>,  and  married  Ann  Whit- 
ney of  C'Oncord.  He  died  Jan.  17,  1777.  She  «lied  Aug.  "24. 
1793.    It  was  his  sou  Elislia,  who  m.  Mrs.  Mary  Cutler. 

.John  Whitney,  aged  3-"),  his  wife  Ellen,  aged  3(>,  and  sons 
John,  aged  11,  IJichard,  aged  9,  Natiianiel,  8,  Thomas,  G,  and 
.Jonathan  1,  embarked  at  London  for  Xew  England,  in  April,  103;"'. 

Jonathan  Whitney,  born  in  England  in  1G34,  m.  at  Watei- 
town,  Oct.  30,  1G5(>,  Lydia  Jones.     Their  second  child  Jonathan. 

!>.    Oct.  "20,    1G5S,  m.    Sarah (probably  Hapgood  )     Their 

sixtli  chihl  Anna,  boin  May  '22,  1702,  married  Ebenezer  Cutler. 
Their  fifth  chihl,  Sarah,  b.  at  Lexington,  Sept.  5,  173G,  marrie<l 
Samuel  Hill.  Of  his  parentage  nothing  is  certainly  ku<)wn.  The 
name  is  common  in  Cand)riilge  and  vicinity.  No  record  of  tiieir 
family  has  been  found.  He  was  born  in  Boston  in  1732,  and  died 
at  jMast>n,  X  II.,  June  21,  1798,  aged  60  years.  She  died  at  3I.t- 
son,  Dec.  30,  ISds,  aged  73  years.  They  lived  in  Cambridge,  in 
which  town  their  only  children  were  born,  Samuel,  b.  in  1704,  and 
Ebene/er,  Jan.  170(>.  Samuel  died  in  Mason,  May  23.  1813,  and 
Ebenezer  at  MaM,in,  May  20.  18;")4,  inthe  89th  year  of  his  age 
and  G4th  of  his  ministrv. 


l(»'i  HK'.n,vis<;K\  JJ-i  <»K  «tf.i)   or vs lAiit.K:. 

1.  1.        KfV.  Klicni-'/.or  niil,i:i:i<l.  II.  C,  IT^O,  nr<l:iiii('I  .-It.  M.isoii, 

Nov.  :!,  17110,  iii.ii  riiil  l--ij,y  Ilcv.  S:iiiiiiel  Dix,  ol 
'rowiisiinl,  Keliru.ity  'J,  17!n,  I'olly  li<'\  iitou.  Slic 
U'Ms  tlic  dnuj^litfi'  ;iii<l  sixth  child  of  N::t h:iiii<  I 
Moyiitoii  :iinl  lU  l)(.'<.c;i  liMirclt  hisuitt",  b.  :it  Westl'oril 
March  l!G,  ITO,").  Slu-  d.  M.iivh  •_',  1794  Tlifir  cliil- 
(Iren  wt'if, 

2.  1.     EUoiiczcr,  h.Mii  Oct.  Ki.  17'.M,.I    M:.y  Hi,  1^7;').-^ 
.1  2.     Polly,  1).  .I:in.  1:),  171):^ -f  |       . 

4.  8.     Sally,  1)  Ja...  lU,  171J:J.-f   )  '"""'■ 


/  (-2.)  Kheiiezer   Hill,  Jr.,  b.  Oct.  14,  171>1.  by   trade    a  |iriiitcr, 

■^  married    at   Fayeltcvillo,  'rcmi.,  Feb.    Vl    1S-J4,  .M.ny 

Tate  Bryan,  eldest  daut;hter  of  James  and  Eli/.a- 
rteth  (Neely)  Bryan,  b.  Feb.  '1%  1709,  in  Pendleton, 
Co.,  S.  C.  She  d"at  Fayetteville,  April  19,  1871.  lie 
d.  at  Manchester.  Tenn.,  jMay  1(»,  187^').  Their 
eliildren  were, 
5.  I.     Elizabeth  b  Jan.  l:J,  IS'Jo,  uniti. 

0.  '1.     Ebeneyer,  1).  April  8,  1S*JC>  + 

7.  '•\.     Daughter  born  Sept.  'Jo,  1827,  d.  .same  day. 

8.  4.     Emily  Ann,  b.  Xov.  1,  1828. -f 

9.  f).     Edward  Ste.arns,  b.  Jidy  22, 1S3U,  d.  at  Jackson. 

Miss.,  Sei>t.'2:),  1833. 

10.  6.     James  Bryan,  b.  June  0,  1832  4- 

11.  7.     Sarah  Catherine  Ilouixhton,  b.  Dec.  22,  183.J,  d 

July  15,  1861. 

12.  8      William  Joseph,  b.  April  11,  1838.-f 
All  born  at  Fayetteville. 

(^C.)  FJ)enezer  Hill,  farmer,  resides  near  Kelso,  Lincoln  Co., 
Tenn.,  ni.  May  20,  185G,  liuth  Ann  Greucory,  dr.  ot' 
Tnnstall  and  Elizabeth  Grefjory,  b.  in  Lincoln  Co., 
Tenn.,  Xov.  14,  1827.     Their  children  were, 

18.  1,     Mary  PZinily,  b.  in  Franklin  Co.,  Tenn.,  Feb.  l'», 

18G0.  d.  July  1,  18G1. 

14.  2.     William  I>ro\vn,  b.  in  Lincoln  Co.,  Tenn.,    Dec. 

2G,  1862. 

15.  3.     Ebenezer   Boynton,    b.   in    Lincoln  Co.,  Tenn., 

Oct.  4,  1865,  d.  June  27,  lf>G7. 

16.  4.     Cora  May,  b.  in  Fayetteville,  May  26,  1869. 
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(8.)  Emily  Ann    Hill,   m.  Sept.   21,1809,  Dr.  James  Edwin 

llougli,  son  of  Ejihinini  and  Jcrnslia  Hough,  b.  Oct. 
"20,  1821,  at  IJinnptonviilc,  N.  C.  I'hysici.ui,  druggist, 
and  dry  goods  merchant  at  Manchester,  Tenn. 

(10.)  Janics  liryan  Mil],  ni.  Nov.  20,  l?iG8,  Maggie  Collin^ 
Beardon,  d.  of  Allied  and  Maggie  Beardon,  h.  in  Liu. 
Co.,  June  11.     Tlieir  c'.iildren  were, 

17.  1.     Charlie  Bright,  b.  Sept.  1,  IbOO. 

18.  2.     Mary  Bryan,  b.  April  17,  1871. 

19.  3.     Alfred    Ebeisczcr,    b.    Feb.     8,    1874.      All  ai 

Fayetteville.     lie  resides  at  Fayettevillf^,  watch- 
maker and  jeweller. 
(12.)        William  Joseph  Hill,  m.  Sei)t,  17,  1873,  Maggie  Tabitha 
Eldridge,  daughter  of  Bowlin  and  Susan  Eldridge,  b. 
at  Fayetteville.     Their  children  were, 
•20..  1.     Katie    Eldridge,    b.   at    Fayetteville,   Dec.    14. 

1874.     lie  is  a  farmer  and  resides  near  F.,  Tenn. 

(3.)  Polly  Hill,  b.  Jan.  13,  1793,  m.  Jan.  17,  1813,  Timothy 

Wheeler,    son     of    Timothy    and     Sarah    (Hubbard) 
Wheeler,  b.  in  I\Iason,  June  15,  1783,  resided  iu  Mason, 
d.  Jan.  21,  1854.     Their  children  were, 
•21.  1.     Samuel  Hub!  ar.l,  b.  Oct.  20.  1^13-^ 

22'.  2.     EbeiieziT,  b.  Aug.  7,  1815,  d.  Nov.  17,  ]S42.-p 

•23.  3.    William,  b.  Dec.  20,  1818,  d.  Oct.  7,  ls22. 

24.  4.     Mary,  b.  Feb.  13,  1820,  d.  Oct.  5,  1822. 

•  2o.  5.     Timothy,  b.  ?d:iy  {),  1822,  d.  Aug.   15,  1>^24. 

'2G.  0.     Timothy,  ...  Aug.  17,  1824.-f 

•27.'  7.     William,  b.  May  19,  1827,  d.  Oct.  10,  1852.+ 

28.  8.     EdwardB()yni.ui,b.  .Mar.20, 1829,d.3lay9, 1851. 

20.  9.     Joseph    Bancroft,  b.  Sept.  20,   1831,  d.  Feb.  24, 

1833. 

30.  H».     Abbie:\Iaria,  b.  Aug.  13,  1837.-f 

31.  11.     Mary  Frances,  b.  Sept.  23,  1839.-^ 

(21  )  Samuel  II.  Wheeler,  m.  Jan.  9,  1845,   Mary   Ames,  dr.  of 

Joel  and  Sally  Ames  of  Mason,  b.  Dv.-c.  I'i,  1814,  d. 
Maich  4,  l'S59.     Their  children  were, 

32.  1.      Clara  Ann,  b.  June  19,  1S40. 
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33.  2.     IloiMce  IJoynton,  b.  Nov.  13,  1850. 

34.  3.     Frcflerick  Marlin,  b.  June  l^'»-2,  <1   M:iy,  1850. 

35.  4.     Addic  LauiM,  b.  Aug.  -28, 1858. 

Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  II .,  d.  March  4,  185'J.  He  married  2d, 
Nov.  11,  1802,  Sophia  Augusta  Campbell,  dr.  of  Henry  and  So- 
jdiia  (Lu.id)  Campbell,  b.  in  New  Boston,  May  22,  1828.  Their 
(duldren  were, 

36.  1.     Freddie  Campbell,  b.   Aug.  20,    1800,  d.  Sej-t. 

22, 18G0. 

37.  -2.     Charles  Henry,  b  Sept.  2, 1868. 

(32.)         Clara  Ann  Wheeler,  m.  Nov.  28, 1873,  J(.lin  W.  Converse 

of  Si»ringfield.     Lawyer.     She  d.  May  15,1875,  «./•. 
(33.)         Horace  B.    Wlieeler,  m.  Nov.   24,   1874,  Mary  Emma 

Bullard,  dr.  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  (r>lair)  Bidlar<l. 
(22.)         Ebcnczer  Wheeler,  m.  .July  27,  1840,  Maria    Magoon,  in 

Warsaw,  111.     One  child  died  aged  G  mos. 
(20)         Timothy  Wheeler,  m.  Nov.  27,  1845,  Ann   Maria    Hanl- 

ing.    She  d.  Dec.  6,  1859.     He  m.  2d,   Feb.  20,    1862, 
Eliza  A.  King.     Children  of  first  wife, 

38.  1.     Flora,  b. m.  William  Hall,  of  Plymouth, 

Mass. 

39.  2.     George,  b. . 

40.  3.     Frank,  b. . 

Children  of  second  wife, 

41.  4.     Annie  M.,  b.  1867. 

42.  5.     Robert  C.,b.  1871. 

43.  6.     P^verett  D.,  b. 1873. 

44.  7.     Infant,  b. 1875. 

Several  chiMren  died  in  infancy. 

■  (27.)  William  VVIieeler,  m.  Dec.  21,  1848,  Sarah  C,  dr.  of 
Elisha  Jones  Merriam,  and  Lucy  Rebecca  Lane,  hi*« 
wife.  He  d.  Oct.  10,  1852.  She  <1,  June  22,  1853. 
Tlieir  children   were, 

45,  1.     Henry  E  ,  born  Aug.  22,  1850,  d. 1877. 

40.  2.     William,  b.  Oct.  7,  1852,  d.  July  30,  1871. 

(30  )         Abbie    .Alaria    Wheeler,   b.  Aug   13,  1837,   d.  April  12, 
l'<70,  m.  May  31,  1857,  George   W.    Scripture,  son    oi 
Charles  and  Prudence  (Webber)  Scripture,  b.  Nov 
14,  1823.     Their  children  were, 
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47.  1.    Josephine  Maria,  b.  Nov.  28,  1858,  fl.  Nov.  28, 

1877. 

48.  2.     Franklin  ricTcc,!).  Nov.   24,1^01,    ,1.   Au-.  2-% 

1863. 

49.  3.     Herbert  P:veroU,  b  Sept.  18,  1804. 

50.  4.     Anna  Bertha,  b.  Sept.  17,  1807. 

(3i.;  Mary  Frances  Wheeler,  b.  Sept.  23,  1831),  ni.  May  20, 
1800,  Orrin  M.  Scriittiue,  son  of  Chas.  and  I'nidence 
(Webber)  Scripture.     I'lieir  children  were, 

51.  1.     Khitie  0.,  1). ,  '1.  Aug.  1,  1803. 

52.  2.     Frederic  P.,  b  ,  d,  Aug.  31,  1803. 

58.  3.     Edward  Wheeler,  b.  May  21,  1804. 

54.  4.     Arthur  Percey,  b.  Sept.  29, 1800 

55.  5.     Mai-y  Josei)hine,  b.  Sept.  25,  187G. 

(4.)  Sally  Hill,   b.  Jan.  13,    1793,  hi.   Oct.    10,  1813,   Josiah 

Merriain,  son  of  J^/i'a  and  Susannah  (Eliut)  Merriain, 
b.  in  Mason,  Aj)ril  19,  1790.  Blacksmith  and  fanner, 
resided  in  Mason,  in  Mason  Village,  in  Exeter,  Maine, 
and  in  Garhmd,  Maine,  where  he  died  Aug.  17,  1876. 
Their  children  were, 

56.  1.     Artemas,  b.  Oct.  14,  P^U.-f 

57.  2.     Polly  Boynton,b.  Aug.  2, 1816,  d.  Dec.  15, 1821. 

58.  3.     Ebenezer  Hill,  b.  July  24,  1820,  d.  Aug.  17,  1825. 

59.  4.     William  Bancroft,  b.  March   17,  1823,   d.  Aug. 

27,  1825. 

60.  5.     Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  23,  1825  + 

61.  6.     Charles  Ellery,  b.  Oct.  20,  1S28.+ 

62.  7.     George  Parker,  b.  July  8,  1832. 

(56.)         Artemas  Merriam,  b.  Oct.  14,  1814,  m.  June  10, 1842,  An- 
gelina Fogg  of  Deerfield,  N.  H.     Their  children  were, 

63.  "    1.     Leander  Otis,  b.  May  5,  1843,  m.  Dec.  22,  1870, 

Georgiana  Maria  Humphrey  of  Petticodiac,  N.  B. 
They  have  three  children,  one  dr.  and  two  sons. 
(00.)        Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  23,  1825,  m.  Jan.  28, 1843,  Lcl)- 
beus  Oak,  harness  maker.  Garland,  Me.  Their  cliildren 
were, 

64.  1.     Henry  Lebbeus,  librarian  in  the  Bancroft  library 

San  Francisco. 


16^)  UaMI.VIS(.'K.VCE.S    OK    OLD    DU-VSTABLE. 

65.  2.     Sarah  A.lcliza. 

66.  3.     OiM,  now  (jij  :i  laiicli  in  Ncv;i<la. 

67.  4.     OiMiian,  minor  at  home. 

(tJL)  Charles  Ellcry,  I).  Oct..  2U,  1S-J8,    m.   .May    lo,   IS-O-f,  El- 

loanor  W.  Seward.     No  chiMrcn. 

(62.)  George  Parker,  m.  Priscilla  Tufts  of  Lynn,  Mass,  shoe- 
maker, Lynn,  Muss.     Xo  chilfhen. 


Nason,  i».  '2L^),    in  the  list   of  pliyj^^icians  in  Dunstable,  Mas.s., 

says  : 

*' Dr.  Nathan  Cutler  i)ractice(l  in  town  before  the  Revolution 
and  acted  as  a  surgeon  in  tlie  war,  He  lived  on  the  road  near 
Spit  or  Cutler's  brook,  a  little  north  of  the  state  line."  I  trace  his 
descent  from  James, Cutler,^  Thojaa3,2  b.  about  1648,  d.  July  13, 

1722,  m.  Abigail ,  res.  Lexington.     Ilud   Benjamin,-*  hi.s  Tth 

child,  b.  July  4, 1097,  d.  Nov.  2,  1776,  m.  Mary .   Their  5th 

child,  Elizabeth,^  b.  May  11,  1782,  m.  April  7,  1761,  Jacob  Ken- 
dall of  Dunstable.  Her  brother,  Nathan,^  their  8th  child,  b.  Aug. 
jS,  1738,  was  no  doubt  Dr.  Nathan  Cutler  of  Dunstable,  who  died 
Feb.  2,  1830,  aged  91  years.  It  is  probable  that  his  sister,  mat  ried 
and  settled  in  that  town,  was  an  inducement  for  him  to  settle  there. 
He  was  a  worthy  man  and  much  esteemed.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Dunstable  in  the  times  of  the  Kevo- 
lutionary  war.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  records  of  Dunstable, 
N.  H.,  is  an  entry  by  which  it  appears  th.at  Dr.  Cutler,  a  membei' 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  that  town,  met  with  the  com- 
mittee at  Amherst,  to  investigate  the  charges  of  Toryism  brought 
against  Mr.  Joshua  Atliert()n  of  that  town,  of  which  he  was  found 
guilty  by  the  committee  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  tie 
jail  at  Exeter,  and  that  Dr.  Cutler's  bill  for  time  and  expenses  i  i 
that  business  was  allowed  and  paid  hy  the  town  of  Dunstable. 
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The  town  of  Tyngsborough  derived  its  name  from  that  of  the 
Tyng  family,  some  members  of  whicli  were  from  llie  earliest  times 
of  the  settlement  after  the  grant,  among  tlie  most  jjroniincnt,  ac- 
tive and  inflviential  citizens  of  old  Dunstable,  and  so  continued 
for  a  long  period  of  lime.  And  now  as  the  family  name  is  not 
found  in  the  male  line  of  descent,  it  seems  fitting  that  some  no- 
tice of  prominent  individuals  of  that  family  should  form  a  por- 
tion of  these  "  IJeminiscences."  They  resided  in  what  is  now 
Tyngsborough,  and  were  owners  of  a  large  part  of  the  territory 
now  included  in  its  limits.  In  addition  to  what  has  already 
appeared  in  these  pages,  I  present  the  following  more  detailed 
account  of  some  members  of  the  family. 

CAPTAIN    -VVILLIAM    TVXG    OF    BRAIXTREE    AND    BOSTON. 

In  Fox's  Dunstable,  p.  :250,  is  a  brief  account  of  Edward  Tyng 
and  his  family,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  his  brother  William 
Tyng.  I  have  found  no  mention  of  this  William  Tyng  in  any 
account  of  the  family  that  I  have  seen,  except  in  a  pamphlet  of 
eight  pages,  by  Rev.  Timothy  Alden,  Jr.,  printed  in  Boston  in 
1808,  entitled,  "Memoirs  of  Edward  Tyng,  Esquire,  of  Boston, 
and  of  Hon.  William  Tyng,  Esquire,  of  Gorham,"  in  which  this 
very  brief  notice  is  all  that  is  given  to  this  William  Tyng.  "Wil- 
liam Tyng  and  Edward  Tyng,  two  brothers,  came  to  Xew  Eng- 
land about  the  year  1G30.  The  former,  who  spent  his  life  at 
Braintree,  in  Massachusetts,  left  no  posterity."  A  search  in  the 
volumes  of  the  Genealogical  Register  shows  that  neither  of  these 
tatements  is  true.  lie  had  valuable  estates  at  Braintree,  but 
spent  mucli,  if  not  most  of  his  life  in  Boston,  and  instead  of  leav- 
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iiig  no  posterity,  his  (lesceii<laiits,  now  to   be  found  among  us. 
may  be  reckoned  \)y  thous.uuls,  ;iu<l  among  them  are  many  emi- 
nent men,  and  lionorablo   wonn-ii   not  a  few.     He  took  tlie  Free- 
man's oath  March  13,  IGoS-O,     As  the  right   to  vote  and  to  hold 
office   was  by  thu  law  at  that  time  given  only  to  tiiose  wlio   had 
taken  this  oatli,  it  is  probabh*  that  he  took  it  soon  after  his  arrival 
in  the  country.     Probably  he  was  married,  and  his  first  child  was 
born  in  England.     That  he   owned  houses  and  valuable  real  and 
personal  estate  in  Braintrec  is  true,  but  that  he  had  residence  and 
<lid  business   in    Boston,  is   apparent.     In  the  inventory  of    hi> 
estate  lie  is  styled  "of  Boston."     lie  was  at  the  time  of  liis  death 
the  treasurer  of  the  Colony.     In  Boston  is  the  record  of  the  birth 
of  his  children  and  of  the  death  of  himself  and  his  wife.     That  he 
was  of  Boston  is  shown  farther  by  this  record.     "  The  27'"  Daye  of 
the  ll**'  month,  1639.    Also  all   y'  have  businesses  for  y*  Towns 
men's  INIeetiiig  are  to  bring  y'"  into  Mr.  Leveritt,  M""  William  Ting 
or  to  Jacob  Elyott  before  y*"  Townse  Meeting."     The  birth  of  his 
children  and  death  of  himself  and  wife  are  recorded  in  Boston  as 
follows : 

Elizabeth  the  daugh""  of  William  Ting  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 
was  borne  6'',  12",  1637. 

Annah  the  daugh""  of  William  Ting  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  wa> 
borne  6°  (11")  1639. 

Bethiah  the   daugh"^  of  Vv^'illiam   Tyng  and  Elizabeth   his  wife 
.  was  borne  17"  (3")  1641. 

Mercie  the  daugh""  of  William  Ting  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  was 
borne  13"  (11")  1642. 

Capt.  William  Tyng  dyed  18,  11, 1652. 

Jane,  wife  of  Capt.  William,  dyed  3,  8  1652. 

This  record  shows  that  his  wife   Elizabeth  died   after  1642  and 

that  he  married  a  second   wife,  Jane .     It  appears  by  the 

inventory  of  his  estate,  hi  which  he  is  described  as  of  Boston,  that 
he  owned  houses,  farm  buildings,  cattle  and  valuable  real  estate 
at  Braintree.  This  inventory  is  dated  '25,  3,  1653.  Savage  says 
that  this  was  a  larger  estate  than  any  in  the  country  of  that  day 
The  amount  of  the  inventory  was  £2774,  14,  4.  In  it  is  included 
a  list  of  books  more  extensive  and  valuable  than  any  other  in  the 
colony,  unless,  perhajis,  that  of  some  of  the  clergy. 
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I  liave  found  no  record  of  the  rMarriage  of  Thomas  Brattle  and 
Elizabctli  'J'yiiiJ^,  but  I  find  recorded  among  birtlis  in  Boston, 

Elizabeth  y*  Daughter  of  ^Ir.  Tliornas  Brattle  and  Elizabeth 
liis  wife  borne  30'^  O*^''  IGGO. 

Wm.  Brattle,  son  of  Thoiiias  Brattle,  born  in  Boston  16G2, 
Pastor  of  the  church  in  Cambridge,  1G9G,  d. 1717. 

In  the  Register,  Vol.  25,  is  an  article  entitled  Old  Cambridge 
nnd  New,  in  which  it  is  state<l  that  Thomas,  the  great  grandfather 
of  (the  tlien  present)  Thomas  Brattle  married  Elizabeth  Tyng 
and  left  in  1G83  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  New  England,  about 
eight  thousand  pounds.  In  Noadiah  Russell's  Journal,  Register, 
Vol.  7,  p.  58,  is  entered  under  date  "  of  d'\  9'",  1682,  Mrs.  Brattle 
of  Boston  died  very  suddenly,  it  being  on  a  wedding  day>  when 
Hannah  Shej)herd,  one  of  her  kinswomen,  was  married  to  Mr. 
Quinsy,  y*"  wedding  was  at  her  house.  She  was  well  at  even, 
carrying  cake  out  of  one  room  into  another,  swooned,  fell  down 
and  died."  Page  58  in  same  jouinal  under  date  "  5.  2, 1683,  Capt. 
Brattle  of  Boston  died,  9,  2,  was  buried." 

I  copy  from  the  same  article,  "  Old  Cambridge  and  New,"  "  A 
near  relative  of  the  writer  frequently  accompanied  her  father  in 
his  visits  to  Thomas  Brattle,  a  genial  and  kind-hearted  old  bach- 
elor, whose  house  stands  near  the  site  of  the  present  University 
Press.  He  had  been  during  the  Revolution  among  the  refugee 
royalists,  who,  unwilling  to  light  either  against  their  king  or  coun- 
trymen, left  the  country.  The  eminent  jiublic  services  of  hi.- 
father,  and  his  own  acts  of  benevolence  to  our  prisoners  in  Enij- 
land  during  the  war,  made  it  no  ditlicult  task  for  one  inclined  to 
befriend  him,  and  who  stood  high  in  public  confidence,  to  obtain 
from  the  General  Court  the  restoration  of  his  property,  which 
liad  been  sequestered.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act  of  (^race 
Mr.  Brattle  called  upon  his  friend  to  offer  him  half  the  fortune 
saved  through  his  efforts  and  influence.  This  was  of  course  de- 
clined, but  the  most  eonlial  intimacy  subsisted  between  him  and 
the  judge,  whose  children  were  ever  welcome  guests  at  the  Brat- 
tle m.ansion.  ♦  *  *  Thomas,  the  great  grandfather  of  Thomas 
Brattle,  married  Elizabeth  Tyng,  and  left,  in  16S3,  one  of  the 
largest  estates  in  New  England,  about  eiglit  thousand  pounds.  In 
tlie  next  generation  another  Thomas  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
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the  Manifesto  Clmicli   on   Brattle  street,  an<l  for  twenty  yean* 

Treasurer  of  the  college,  and  Willianj  his  hrotlier  wuh  settled  in 
169G  over  the  church  at  Cainbridge  wiiere  he  <lieil  in  1715,  Their 
four  sisters  married  Nathaniel  Oliver,  John  Eyre,  Wait  Winthroji, 
Jofcph  Parsons,  John  ]\lico.  William  tiie  brigadier,  the  only  son 
of  William  the  minister,  much  (listinguishe<l  in  iiu1)lic  Hie  and 
an  overseer  of  the  college,  was  the  futlier  of  the  loyali.-t  wlio 
gra<]uateil  there  in  17G0  and  died  in  1801.  Thomas  Drattle,  who 
graduated  1G7G,  d.  1713,  treasurer  of  the  college  from  K'/JZ  t<» 
1713,  was  no  d(Md)t  the  son  of  the  first  Thomas  Brattle  and  Eliza- 
beth Tyng,  and  is  the  same  Thomas  llratlle  who  was  one  of  the 
petitioners  for  the  grant  of  Dunstable,  and  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  part  of  Dunstable,  Mass.,  formerly  called  Brattle's  end  Dun- 
stable, to  distinguish  from  Dunstable, New  Hampshire.  No  doubt 
the  ladies  married  as  above  have  kept  the  "posterity"'  of  William 
Tyng  from  dying  out. 

Mercy  Tyng,  4th  dr.  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Tyng,  b.  Jan, 
18,  1G42,  d.  Sept  G,  1GG9,  m.  Samuel,  eldest  son  of  Gov.  Simon 
Bradstreet.  He  grad.  II.  C.  1G53.  He  removed  to  Jamaica  and 
probably  died  there  about  1GS2.  Their  children  were,  1,  Eliza- 
beth, b.  Jan.  29,  1GG3,  d.  Aug.  1GG5.  2,  Ann,  b.  Nov,  17,  IGGo,  d. 
June  20,  16G9.  3,  Mercy,  b.  at  Boston,  Nov,  20,  1GG7,  d.  Jlarch 
29,  1710,  at  Cambri.lgv.  Simon,  b.  1GG9,  d.  Nov.  1GG9,  3,  Mercy 
m.  Dr.  James  v'livci".  He  resided  in  Cambri.lge.  lie  was  bort) 
in  Boston,  March  19,  1G58,  grad.  II.  C,  IGSli,  d.  Aj'ril  8,  1703. 
Their  children  were,  Merey,  ]>.  1G95,  d,  unm.  1773,  and  Sarah, 
bapt.  Dee,  20,  1G9G,  She  m.  Aug.  I'J,  1714,  Hon,  Jacob  Wendell. 
He  was  a  merchant  in  Boston,  d.  Sept.  7,  17G1,  aged  70.  Hi^ 
children  were,  1,  Jacob,  H.  C,  1733.  2,  Klizabelh,  m.  IJichanl 
Wibird  of  Portsmouth.  3,  Sarah,  who  m,  1st,  John  Hunt,  2nd, 
Mr.  Ilewes.  4,  ^lercy,  n».  Nathaniel  Oliver.  5,  Mary,  m,  Samuel 
Sewall.  G,  Katharine,  m.  William  Cooper.  7,  .John  IMico,  II.  C, 
1747,  ni.  Catharine  Brattle.  8,  Ann  m  John  Penh:dlow  of  P«)rts- 
mouth.  9,  Hon.  Oliver.  10.  Altraham.  11,  Susannah,  who  d. 
num.  12,  Margaret,  ni  William  I'hillips  ot"  Boston.  IIoii.  Oliver, 
the  8th  child,  b.  March  5,  1733,  grad.  II,  C,  1753,  merchant  in 
Boston  Mith  his  father.  Judge  of  Probate  lor  Sutfolk  County.  He 
died   at  Cambridge  Jan,  lo,   iSlS,     He  m.  Mary  Jackson,     They 
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had  sevcnil  cliilflix'ti,  all  of  whom  died  young,  except  Oliver  and 

Edward,  both  of  whom  died  unmarried,  and  Sarali,  who  married 
Rev.  Abicl  ITolmes,  1).  D.,  of  Cambridge.  Ho  d.  at  Cambridge, 
June  4,  ISoT,  in  liis  7Uh  year.  Their  chihlren  were  five.  Mary 
•lackson,  m.  Uslior  Parsons,  JM.  D.,  of  I'rovidence;  Ann  Susan,  m. 
Mon.  Charles  W.  Upham  ol  Saloin ;  Sarah  Lathrop,  d.  in  1812. 
aged  6  years;  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  the  poet,  and  John 
Holmes,  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law  at  ('ambridge. 

Margaret  Wendell  m.  William  Phillips,  ancestor  of  Wendell 
Phillips  the  orator.  Of  the  other  daughters  of  William  Tyng 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  I  have  found  no  account,  but  I  have  in  this 
paper  shown  most  abundant  evidence  that  his  posterity  in  our 
time  is  botii  numerous  and  highly  res])ectable. 

KLIZAIJETH    TYNG    AND    THOMAS    C<JYT.MORK. 

Who  was  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  William  Tyng?  In  the  Regi>- 
ter.  Vol.  15,  p.  13,1  read, "John  Eyre,  b- Feb.  19,  1Gj3-4,  m.  May 
•20,  '16S0,  Catharine,  <laughter  of  Thomas  Brattle,  by  his  wife 
Klizabetli,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Elizabeth  (Coytmore)  Tyng.!' 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  ami  Elizabeth  Tyng,  ni. 
Thomas  Brattle,  and  here  we  have  the  maiden  name,  Coytmore,  ot 
William  Tyng's  wife.  This  name  is  very  rare.  It  is  found  in 
Farmer's  "List  of  Ancient  Names  in  Boston  and  Vicinity,"  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  jiersons  can  now  be  found  in  that  vicinity 
l)earin<T  this  name.  In  the  record  of  admissions  to  the  First 
Church  in  Charlestown  I  find  these  entries  : 

1638,  7,  7'"-.  Katherine  Coytmore. 
1G39,  7,  4'"".,  Martha  Coytmore. 

1639,  16,  12""\,  Tiiomas  Coytmore,  and 

1639,  *2(),  12'"".,  Thomas  Coytmore,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
liis  wife,  bapt. 

Thomas  Coytmore  was  admitted  freeman  May  13,  1640.  Tliey 
eame  from  London.  I  cannot  doubt  that  Elizabeth  Coytmore, 
the  wife  of  Williatn  Tyng,  was  the  daughter  of  this  Kathaiine 
and  sister  of  this  Thomas  Coytmore.  It  is  also  recorded  that 
"Thomas  Coytmore  dyed  upon  the  coast  ot  Cales"*27,  10,  1645.'' 
He  died  by  shipwreck.     Winthrop  says  of  this  shiinvreck,  ••  nine- 
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teeii  wore  drowned,"   (he  gives  the  names  of  fieverul,  and  adds,) 
''and   Mr.  Tlioinas  Coytniore,  a  right  godly  man,  and  an    expot 
seaman."     It  appeans  that   he  was  <raptain  ol'  the  ship   lliat   wa** 
wrecked.     His  will,  dated  20,  0"*,  1G42,  is  on  record  in   which  he 
.'^tites  "  heing  in  health  of  body  hut  hound  forth  to  sea,  etc."    Af- 
ter making  piovision  for  his    wife  and  sou  Thomas  and  an  unborn 
child,  he  adds,   "as  times  are  very  hazardous  in   P^urope,  in  case 
things  should  so  j>ass  in  England  that  my  deare  mother  Katharine 
Coytmore  be  deprived  of  her  estate,  then    for  her  support   I  bt- 
(jueath  unto  her  flour  sixteenths  of  my  estate   to    have  as  an  an- 
nuity during  her  life."     The  inventory  of  his  estate   was  £l'i55, 
04,  OG.     Also  part  of  the   new  mill    124,  6,  0.     Gov.  John  Win. 
throp   m.  Dec.  1647,  for  his  fourth   wife,  Martha  Nowell,  widow 
of  Thomas  Coytmore.     They  had  one  son  Joshua  Winthrop,  the 
Governor's  15th  child,  bapt.  Dec.  17,  1048,  d.  young.     Gov.  Win- 
throp d.  March  20, 1649,  and  she  m.  in  1652-3,  John  Coirfan.     lie 
died  in  1048,  leaving  an  estate  appraised  ai  £1.330,10,  01  appoint- 
ing  his     wife,   his   son-in-law,  Josej)h    Kocke,   and    Mr.    Joseph 
Scollow,  executors.     Some  pcculiai-  provisions  in  the  will  givin"- 
much  trouble,  these  men  declined  the  appointment,  leavin<'-  her 
to  manage  it  alone.     But  this  was  not  the  last  of  Martha's  troubles, 
Tt  is  recorded  that  "  At  a  meetij)g  of  the  magists  24'*'  Oct.  1600, 
present  dept.GoV,  Major  Atlieitonand  Recorder,  The  Magists 
having  binn  Informed  that  Mrs.  Coggan  y*  Relict  of  y"  late  Mr. 
John  Coggan  suddaine  death,  y'  not  w"'out  suspition  of  poison. 
Ordered  y'  y'=  Recorder  Issue  a  warrant  toy"  constables  of  Boston 
to  summon  and  Impanell  a  jury  of  Inquest,  for  the  In:)uirv  how 
she  came  to  her  end.     And  also  Judged  it  mete  for  y«  J)re^erva- 
tion  of  y*^  estate  left  by  hir  behind    hiry'  it  may  not  be  Imbezled 
but  preserve"!,  toapjKiint  Elder  James  Penne  and  Deacon  Reuben 
Truesdall,  Administrators  to  the  estate  of  y*"  late  ^Irs    Martha 
Coggan,  Impowcring   them  torthwith  to   take  into  their  custody 
tlie  Keyes,  plate,  etc.,  of  y*"  late  Mrs.  Coggan  and  secure  y*  same 
taking  a  true  Inventory  of  that  estate  and  bringing  it  into  tlu- 
next  County  Court  and  providin<x  for  hir  decent  Interment." 

What  was  the  result  of  the  in(iiiest  does  not  appear. 

Thus  far  the  question  of  relationship  between  Elizabeth  Tvn<; 
:ind  Thomas  Coytmore,  though  probable,  rests  on  conjecture  alone  : 
but  in  SewelPs  Woburn,  positive  proof  of  the  fact  is  found.    This 


UBMFNISCKNOKS    OK    OIAt    l>L'.VSTAr{f,K.  11 '4 


book  contains  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  and  interesting  matter, 
hut  having  neither  index  nor  table  of  contents,  it  is  only  by  ar-ci- 
dent  that  one  can  find  in  it  what  he  is  in  search  ot".  By  the  Geti- 
eral  Court,  "Oct.  7,  1640,  Charles  Towne  i)etition  is  granted  them, 
the  proportion  of  four  mile  sijuare,  with  their  foruicr  lyst  grant, 
to  make  a  vilhige,  whereof  5U0  acres  is  granted  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Coytmore,  to  be  set  out  by  the  Court  if  the  town  and  hee  cannot 
agree."  Why  ]Mr.  Coytmore  was  thus  favored  does  not  apjtear. 
lie  is  described  as  a  noted  shi|)master  and  highly  res[iected  cili- 
zen  of  CharlestowM,  "But  before  Ca{)t.  Coytmore  could  derive 
any  benefit  from  this  grant  to  him  by  the  Court  he  perished  in  ;i 
storm  at  sea;  and  his  only  son,  Thomas  Coytmoi-e,  Jr.,  dying  af- 
terwards in  his  minority,  the  General  Court  at  their  session,  in 
October,  1050,  coufiinied  the  grant  of  5U0  acres  in  Woburn,  and 
also  other  lands  and  goods  of  Ca))t.  Coytmore,  to  Mr.  John  Cog- 
gan,  the  then  husband  of  Mrs.  Martha,  Capt.  Coytmore's  relict, 
on  condition  of  his  jiayiiig  £200  to  the  four  daughters  of  Capl. 
William    Tyng    by  Elizabeth,  Cai)t.  Coytmore's    sister." 

After  mucli  controversy  this  500  acres  was  sold  to  Fr.mcis  c>r 
John  Wyman  of  Woburn  iov  £50,  and  was  in  1607  laid  o-  t  to 
them  by  Jonathan  Danforth  in  the  northwesterly  f)art  of  what  is 
now  Burlington. 

The  act  of  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Woburn  is  the  short- 
est to  be  found  on  record.  It  consists  of  but  these  five  words, 
"Charlestown  village  is  called  Wooburne." 

EDWARD    TYXG    OF    BOSTOX. 

Edward  Tyngi  came  to  Boston  at  or  about  the  same  time  as  his 

brother  William  Tyng.     It  is  stated  that  his  wife Sear>, 

who  came  with  him,  died    in  Boston  soon  after  their  arrival.     He 

returned   to   England    and   married   a  second  wife,  Mary . 

who  was  the  motherof  all  his  children.  The  birth  of  six  of  thest- 
children  is  entered  in  the  records  in  Boston  as  follows : 

I.  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  Ting,  his  wife, 
was  borne  7%  (1")  16;;9-1G40,  that  is,  7  March,  1640. 

ir.  Mary  the  daugh*  of  Edward  and  Mary  Ting,  his  wife,  was 
borne  17"  (£")  1041. 
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m.  Jonatli.iri  tlio  sotine  of  Edward  Tiiii^  and  Mary  T'lw^.  liiv 
wife,  was  borne  15"  (10"),  l(il"2. 

IV.  Eunice  the  daui^h''  of  Edwaid  Tyn;^  and  Mary,  his  witi-. 
was  born  S"  (1")  1G44-'). 

V.  Deliverance,  dr.  of  l^Jdwanl  and  Mary  Tyng,  b.  0,  G,  IG46. 

VI.  Rebecca,  daiigh'  of  Edward  'I'ing  and  Mary  his  wife  wa- 
borne  23"  (P)  1046.^ 

VII.  Joseph,  Sonne  of  Mr,  Edward  ami  IMary  Tiny;,  l»(>rne  July 
12,  1057. 

Of  Edward  Tyng,'  Mr.  Savage  says,  "He  was  of  Boston,  niei- 
cnant,  but  early  wiote  himself  biewer,  came  probably  with  liis 
wife  Mary,  whose  family  name  was  Sears,  as  tradition  tells;  ii 
so,  he  bad  been,  I  think,  here  before  he  married  her,  and  wen? 
home  to  find  t,  wife.  She  joined  our  chinch  5"- Sept.  1040  agd  lie 
joined  30  Jany  following;  was  freeman  2  June  following;  rejjre- 
sentative  1001  and  2,  Assistant  1008  to  80  inclusive,  and  d.  at 
Dunstable  28  Dec.  1081,  one  account  says  aged  81,  but  the  credit 
is  less,  inasmuch  as  the  same  makes  the  day  28  Sept.  as  in  the  Gen- 
eral Reg.,  VIII,  19,  and  I  concur  with  Farmer  M.  S.,  which  think> 
more  probable  the  age  71.  By  wife  Mary,  by  some  thought  hi^ 
second  wife,  which  may  be  doubted,  he  had 

Hannah,  b.  7  March,  1040,  bapt.  0  Sept.  following. 

Mary,  b.  17,  April,  bapt.  2  May  1041,  perhaps  d.  young. 

Jonathan,  b.  15,  bapt.  18,  Dec.  1042: 

Deliverance,  b.  Aug.  0,  says  the  town  record,  which  is 
by  the  church  record  bapt.  13  July  1045 ; 

Rebecca,  b.  23  March,  bapt.  21  March  1047,  d.  young. 

Edward. 

Rebecca,  b.  13  July  1G51. 

William,  b.  3  March,  1053  probably  d.  young. 

Eunice,  b.  8  March,  1005. 

Joseph,  b.  July  12,  1007,  who  died  young. 

Hannah,  m.  13  July  1051,  Habijah  Savage  and  next  ]\Iajor  Gen- 
eral Gookin  ;  Deliverance  m.  Daniel  Searle;  Rebecca  m.  1009 
Joseph  Dudley,  afterwards  Governor  of  the  Province,  and  Eunice 
became  1079  the  second  wife  of  Samuel  Willard,  Vice  President 
of  Harvard  College.  His  will  dated  25  Aug.  H)77,  with  codicil  7 
Jan'ry  1081,  takes  notice  of  Eunice   as  now  wife  of  Samuel  Wii- 
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lard;  names  as  gi:in.loliil(lren,Tli(.iuasM:iry  and  Hannah  Savaije, 
whose  fatlier  was  dead;  Thr.inas,  Edward,  .losei-h  and  Paul  Du.l- 
ley,  Samuel  Sc;nle  ;  and  .Idiii,  ^om  nf  Jonathan  Tynu'.  It  w;«' 
])r(»vcd  19  .Tan'y,  1082." 

F'ox  and,  Alden  slate  that  he   had    a   .laughter,  not    named  hy 

them,  who   mairied Searle,  Governor   of  Barhadoes,    and 

that  hotli  died  in  tl.at  Island.  They  also  stale  that  he  had  a  son 
Edward.  1  find  no  record  of  his  hirtli.  In  the  description  of  the 
niagniticent  military  funeral  procession  at  the  burial  of  Gov.  John 
Winthrop  iii  IGIS,  in  which  twenty-two  gentlemen  marched 
in  tlie  procession  with  duties  as  follows  :  four  with  banner  rolU, 
two  on  each  side  of  the  hcaise,  t\\  elve  to  carry  each  one  a  single 
article  of  his  nulitary  equipments,  as  for  instance  ]Mr.  Ilezekiah 
Usher,  one  spur,  Mr.  Peter  Sargent,  one  spur,  I\Ir.  Sampson  She.afe 
and  JMr.  John  Pincheon  each  one  crutch,  whicii  the  Governor 
seems  to  have  used  in  his  infirmities,  Capt.  Page  and  Capt  Carver 
each  one  glove,  Capt.  Edward  Tyng  the  sword.  He  was  no  doubt 
<.ur  Edward.  Capt.  Wm.  Gerrish  to  lead  tlie  horse  by  the  rein> 
and  Return  Waite  as  groom,  by  the  head  stall,  and  four  more  to 
carry  banners  mixed  with  the  banner  rolls  above.  No  doubt  thi^ 
Capt.  Edward  was  the  sou  of  Edward.' 

P^dward'  resided  in  Bostt>n,  and  was  actively  eng.-iged  in  the 
business  and  alhiirs  ot  his  time  and  the  place.  In  the  judicial  de- 
partment beheld  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  of  Judge 
in  the  Courts,  and  as  such  held  courts  in  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire  and  ]Maiue.  In  military  affairs  he  was  Captain  and 
Major  General,  and  in  legislative,  executive  and  civil  offices  he  held 
at  times  every  station  exee})t  that  of  Governor  and  Lieuteiumt 
Governor  and  Secretary  or  liecorder.  In  the  records  of  the  Pro- 
bate office  his  name  is  constantly  occurring,  a>  executor,  admini>- 
trator,  commisioner  for  proving  <lebts,  and  allowing  claims,  witne» 
to  will,  itc.  About  the  year  1677  he  removed  to  Dunstable,  and 
there  he  died  Dec.  '11,  lUSl,  aged  71  years.  There  is  much  di>a- 
iireement  as  to  his  age  among  writers.  Alden  states  it  to  be  '.iL 
Fox,  Farmer,  Worcester  and  others,  Si.  The  cotemporary  entrie.- 
are  those  of  Sewall  and  Hiadstreet.  In  Judge  SewalTs  diary  tlie 
entry  is,"Sept.  'JS,  10^1,  Eilward  Tyng,  Esq.,  aged  81  year>  dyed." 
In    Bradstreel's   Journal,    "  IbSl,    Decemlier,  Mr.  Edward   T\ug, 
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wild  h:nl  several  years  been  a  iii:i;:;l.strate  in  y*  Massachusetts  Col- 
ony, dyed  aged  between  70  and  80.'  If  Sewall's  entry  was  made 
at  its  date,  it  was  three  months  before  l>e  died.  If  he  was  mi>- 
taken  as  to  the  time,  he  miglit  also  be  so  as  to  the  age.  Gov.  Brad- 
street  was  intimately  ac-'iuainte<l  wiih  'J'yng  and  his  family,  }l\> 
eldest  son  married  William  Tyng's  youngest  daughter.  Of  coutm* 
this  must  have  led  to  the  intimacy  of  the  families.  But  what 
seems  to  be  conelusive  is  the  faet  that  the  monument  wa^  uri- 
<loubtedly  erected  and  the  inscrij)tion  ordered  by  his  son,  Col.  Jon- 
athan Tyng,  who  certainly  would  not  have  made  the  mistake  of 
ten  years  in  his  age.  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  inscri[ition  wa> 
originally  81  years,  and  that  some  Old  ^Mortality  in  i-enewing  the 
time-worn  figures,  changed  them  from  81  to  71.  This  is  to  me  in- 
credible. The  resemblance  between  the  figures  7  and  9  Is  such 
that  when  they  are  indistinct,  one  might  be  mistaken  for  the 
other,  but  there  is  none  such  between  7  and  8.  I  liave  visited 
that  monument  many  times  within  the  last  fifty  years,  but  alway> 
found  every  letter  and  figure  of  the  iuscri}>tion  plain  and  easily 
discernible. 

Of  Mary  Tyng,  b.  17°  (2")  1G41,  the  Brinley  papers  state  that 

she  married Searle,    Governor   of  Barbadoes,  and  that  both 

died  and  were  buried  on  that  island.  Of  Mary,  Savage  says  she 
died  young,  and  that  Deliverance  m.  Daniel  Searles.  He  was  no 
doubt  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
there.  Samuel  Searle,  named  in  Edward  Tyng's  will  among  his 
grandchildren,  was  no  doubt  their  son. 


HANNAH    TYNG. 

Hannah  Tyng,  dr.  and  eldest  child  of  Edward  and  Marj-  Tyng, 
born  at  Boston,  March  7,  1640,  m.  by  Gov.  John  Endicott,  May 
8,  1661,  to  Habijah  Savage,  sou  of  Thomas  Savage.  Their  chil- 
dren were,  Jose})h,  b.  Aug.  15,  1GG2,  d.  early ;  Thomas,  b.  Aug. 
17,  1664  ;  Hannah  and  Mary,  twins,  b.  Aug.  27,  1667.  Habijah 
Savage,  d.  1669.  Their  daughter  Hannah  m.  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Gookin,  and  3Iary  m^  licv.  Thomas  Weld  of  Dunstable.  Hannah 
Savage,  the  widow,  m.  2nd,  Gen.  Daniel  Gookin  of  Cambridgt-^ 
In  his  will,  dated  Aug.  13,  1685,  he  gives,  "Secondly,  to  my  be- 
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loved  wife,  IlaTiiiali,"  etc.  James  Savage,  tlie  antiquarian,  who 
was  a  descendant  of  llabijali  Savage  and  his  wife  Hannah  T}r,g, 
and  njay  be  jiresunied  to  liave  full  knowledge  of  llie  facts,  st.ites 
'in  a  note  "  t-lie  was  his  second  wife,  eldest  child  of  Edward  T\  ng. 
*  *  *  wi<low  of  Ilahijah  Savage,  and  adds,  that  lier  d.nig)ii<  r 
Mary,  b.  16  G7,  ni.  IJev.  Thomas  Weld  of  Dunstable.  G<>(,kiii 
also  in  his  will  gives  to  his  wife's  son,  Tiiomas  Savage,  .'ind  lur 
two  daughters,  Hannah  Goukin  and  ]\Iary  Weld,  eacli  a  gold  rinir. 
Fox,  pp.  78  and  iS-J,  states  that  Mr.  Weld  m.  2nd,  Hannah  Savage, 
widow,  daughter  of  Edward  Tyng.  Others,  copying  from  him, 
have  repeated  tlie  erroneous  statement.  He  ^vas  probably  mislf<l 
by  the  eiitrv  in  the  Old  Dunstable  record  of  births,  "  farwell  Weld 
the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Weld,  was  born 
the  4  of  March,  1701.''  It  is  manifest  that  this  entry  was  not 
made  by  Mr.  Weld  nor  by  his  direction,  for  he  would  have  wrilti-n 
the  name  of  his  son  Farwell  with  a  capital  letter.  Jiut  if  furtln.-r 
jtroof  is  wanted  it  is  furnished  by  the  iuscrijition  upon  the  grave- 
stone of  Mary  Wehl,  standing  in  the  Weld  group  in  the  ancient 
graveyard    in  Atlleboro',  copied  as  follows: 

Here  lies  inter'',  y<^  body  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Wold  y^  wife 
of  y*  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Weld 
late  of  Dunstable.     Decoas'' 
June  y*^  2n''  ITol  in  y^  04  year  of  her  age. 
The  Kighteous  shall  be  in  Ever- 
lasting Kemeinbrance. 

—  Psalms,  cxii  :  6. 
Hannah  Savage,  who  m.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Gookin  of  Cambridge, 
d.  May  14,  1702.     Her  gravestone   in  the  old  Cambridge  churi-h- 
vard  bears  this  inscription  : 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Gookin,  relict  ot 

Key'  Mr.  Nathaniel   Gookin,  late   Tastour  of 

tlie  Church   of  Christ  in  Cambridge.     t>he  died 

May  14"'  1702  in  the  35i''  year  of  her  age. 

He  died  Aug.  15,  IGlti. 

REBKCCA    TYXO. 

Rebecca  Tyng,  b.  23  (1)  1G4G,  d.  21  Sept.  1722,  m.  Gov.  .Joseph 
Dudley.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Roger  Dudley,  a  captain  in  the 
wars  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     His  son,  Gov.  Thomas,  b. 
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157H,  <\.  at  Roxbui-y  July  31,  in5-i,  Thomas  was  chosen  Govf-rnor 
of  Massachusetts,  1034,  1040,  1<)-J5,  1050.  Gov.  Josej.!!  Dn.ll.y. 
'iOD  of  his  second  wifv,  Culharine,  h.  1047  at  lioxhiiry,  <1.  at  Iiux- 
Kury  AiM-il  •_',  17'_'0,  mairicil  Kcbccca  'J\vn!]r,  <laiiu'htor  of  ffon. 
Ju<1;^e  E'lwanl  Tyiig.  Sho  fl.  Sept..  i'l,  17-J-_'.  Tliey  hurl  thirteeii 
diildren,  six  of  v/horn  died  youni;.  Mary,  the  younijest,  h.  Nov. 
•J,  1092,  n>.  1st,  Fiiuicis  \Vainwriir?it,  iind,  Capt.  Josei)h  Atkins, 
lie  was,  in  1780,  a  celebrated  captain  in  t}ie  sea  service  in  tin- 
French  war  and  a  merchant.  lied.  Jan.  'J'),  1773,  in  liis  93d  year. 
Slie  d.  Nov.  10,  1774,  in  her  84th  year.  Tfiey  liad  a  son,  Diid- 
ley,-i  b.  1731,  -lad.  II.  C,  1748,  d.  Sept.  24,  1707,  aired  30.  His 
son,  Hon  Dudley'-  Atkins  Tyng,  took  tlie  name  of  Tyn^  at  tlie 
request  of  some  legator,  (said  to  bo  Mrs.  Winslow  of  Tvnirsboro.') 
He  was  Ilcpoiter  of  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
rliusetts  and  published  the  first  twenty  vohunes  of  the  Massachu- 
setts reports.  Of  Iiis  sons,  Dudley*^  resumed  the  name  of  Atkins, 
grad.  II.  C,  1810,  M.  ]>.  in  Penn.,  lS-20,  d.  1845.  His  brother,  V.ev 
Stephen  H.  Tyng-,  grad.  H.  C,  1817,  D.  D.,  1851,  is  the  eminent 
clergyman  of  the  St.  George's  Church  in  New  York.  Another 
brother,  George  Tyng,«  grad,  II.  C.  1822,  d.  1823.  Two  other 
brothers  are.  Rev.  James  Tyng^  and  Capt.  Charles  Tyng.*'  De- 
sicendants  of  other  children  of  Rebecca  Tyng  are  numerous. 

fiUNK'E    TYXG. 

Eunice  Tyng,  b.  March  S  1044,  m.  Rev.  Samuel  Willard  ;  she 
was  bis  second  wife.  There  were  eight  children  of  his  tirst  wife, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Tlie  children  ot  the  second  wife- 
were  in  number  twelve,  the  names  and  order  as  follows:  Ed- 
ward, .Josiah,  (the  Secretary  of  the  Province,)  Eunice,  RichanI, 
William,  Margaret,  a  second  Edwaid,  Hannah.  Sarah,  a  second 
Sarah,  and  a  second  Richard.  All  were  dead  in  December,  1724, 
except  .losiali,  an<l  he  is  the  oidy  one  of  the  chihlren  of  the  second 
marriage  who  left  issue.  It  was  somewhat  remarkable  that  not- 
withstanding the  large  family  of  Mr.  Willard,  there  are  none  ot' 
his  descendants  living  of  the  name  oi  Willard  except  the  poster- 
ity of  his  grandson,  Rev.  Samuel  Willard  of  Riddcford,  (Vol.  6, 
p.  309).  Rev.  Samuel  Willard  was  mini-ter  of  the  Old  South 
Church  in    Boston.      Lnstalled    April  10,  1078.     In  1059    was  :ip- 
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]»oiiit,eil  Vice  Prosiilent  of  f  laivard  College,  and  remained  in  oflice 
till  his  death  Seiit.  12,  1707,  in  his  08lh  year.  Their  son,  Josiali 
Willard,  horn  June  "Jl,  16Sl,  di(fd  Dec.  G,  1750,  in  liis  70111  year. 
lie  was  tutor  in  Harvard  College,  Secretary  of  the  Province  fioni 
•Tune,  1717,  to  Dec,  17oG,  Judge  of  Prohate  for  Snflolk  County 
I'rom  Dec.  1731  to  17(55,  and  one  of  his  Majc-sty's  Council  from 
.May,  1734,  to  May,  17oG. 

«;0I-.    AVAL    TYXG    OF    GOItllAM. 

Col  William  Tyng,^  Edward,'*  Edward,-  Edward,'  was  born  in 
Boston  Aug.  17,  1737.  In  1767  he  wa'^  appointed  High  Sherifi' 
of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  in  the  same  year  became  a 
I'esident  of  Falmouth,  now  Portland.  In  1769  he  r..ai-ried  Kli/.a- 
beth,  dr.  of  Alexander  Ross,  a  native  of  Scotland.  In  1774  he  re- 
ceived a  Colonel's  commission  from  Col.  Gage,  which  shows  thai  liis 
sympathies  were  not  with  his  neighbors  and  countrymen,  of  wliicl. 
tact  very  manifest  and  striking  evidence  soon  appeared.  A  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  towns  of  tlie  county  met  at  Falmouth 
Sept.  21,  1774.  A  committee,  from  tlie  body  of  the  peo|de  as- 
sembled at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  waited  on  the  convention  to 
•'  see  if  they  would  <-.hoose  a  committee  of  one  from  every  tftwn  !■• 
wait  on  Mr.  SherltV'i''yng  to  see  if  he  would  act  in  his  office  under 
the  late  acts  of  Pailiament  for  regulating  the  government."  I5y 
these  acts  tiie  appointment  of  ail  civil  officers  was  taken  fiom  the 
people,  and  vested  in  the  cr<j\vu.  The  Sheriff  was  summoned  bcl<»Vf 
the  convention  and  attended,  and  subscribed  a  declarati»)n,  •■' thar 
lie  would  not,  as  Sliei-itfof  the  County  or  othei'wise,  ad  in  contlu- 
mitv  or  by  virtue  of  said  acts,  unless  by  general  consent  of  the 
county."  This  declaration  was  held  to  l)e  satisfactory  to  the  con- 
vention. The  excitement  continued  ;  Tyng  uudoid)tedlv  showed  liv 
his  action  that  his  sympathies  were  not  with  the  people.  His  witi- 
wetit  for  safety  on  board  of  tiie  king's  ship  in  the  haibor.  Mr.  Free- 
man, who  was  a  delegate  to  the  l*rovincial  Congress  at  Water- 
town,  under  date  of  May  11,  1775,  writes  to  a  correspondent  "The 
>oldiers  have  to-day  caiiied  otf  Mr.  'i'yng's  Hishop.  a  ]iie.'e  <ii 
plat(.'  worth  '>W  potunls,  old  lenor,  and  his  lace<l  hat."  'fhese 
Were  afterwards  returned  to  ^Irs.  l\o>s,  tiie  mother  of  [Mr^.  Tyn-j-, 
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by  :i  resolve  -if  tlie  l*i(>viiici;il   (Congress.     Great  liopes  ^vero  en- 
tert;iine<l   tliat  when  the   news  of  the  resolute  spirit  of  the  c<A<>- 
uies  reachtMl  l*]iiy;l:iii<l,  it  woiihl  jMoiluce  a  more  teinjterate  consi<i- 
eratioii  of  their  grievances  than  tlie  minister  had  been  *lis|jose<l 
to   take,  but    when,  instead,  tliey  found   a  dett-rmination   to  force 
down   the   arbitral y   doctrines  at  the  point  of  the   bayonet,  they 
despaired  of  reconciliation,  and  j>repared   with  vigor  to  resist  en- 
croachment.    Th(!  ieeling  of  the  [leopie  liecnnc  exceedingly  irri- 
tated against  those  who  countenanced   the  course  of  tlie  mother 
country,  and  personal  quarrels  often  took  place  between  individ- 
uals.    A  rencontre   of  this   kind,   in   which   Geneial    Preble   was 
one  of  the  actors,  is  relate<l   as  having  taken  place  in  King,  or,  a?- 
it  is  now  called,  India  stiect.     Gen.  Preble  met  -Mr.  Siieritf'J'yng, 
and  said,  "It  is  talked  that  there  will  be  a  mob  to-night.''     They 
met  3Ir.  Oxnard,  (his   son-in-law,)  wlien   Mr.  Tyng  said  to    him- 
"  We  are  going  to  have  a  mobto-uight"      The  General  denied 
l)aving  sniil  so,  Tyng  contradicted  him  and  called  him  an  old  fool, 
and   threatened   he   would  challenge  him,  if  he  were  not   an  oM 
man.     The  General  threatened   to  cane  him  or  knock   him  down 
If  he  should   re{>eat  the  words,  when  Tyng  di-ew  his  sword,  .-md 
threatened  to  run  him  thi-ough.     Preble  then  collared  and  sliook 
Tyng.     Afterward  Tyng  asked  pardon  of  the  General  and  it  was 
granted.     The   populace  eHfjuire-l    if   the  General  was  satisfied, 
and  told  him  he  should  have  all  the  satisfaction  he  desired,  but  he 
desired   nothing  more.     Tyng  soon   after  left   the   cour.trv   an<l 
when  the  British  took  jtossession  of  New  York  he  resorted  thithir 
and  made  himself  useful   by  the  kind  and   tender  care  bestowed 
upon    our  prisoners    in  that  place,  among  whom   were  Edward 
Preble,  the  commodoie,  the  son  of  his  antagonist  in   the  street 
rencontre,  whom  he  cared  for  and  tenderly  nursed  throu'j^h  a  dan- 
gerous  fever.     When  peace  was  declared  he  retuined    to  Nova 
Scotia,  and  when  the  Province  of  Xew  Brunswick  was  orijanized 
lie  was  ai)pointed  Chief   Justice  of  the  Court  of  Judicature.     In 
IT'.t;;  lie  returned  to  his  native  land  and  settled  in  Gorham.  There 
he  died   Se])t.  10,  IsQT.      He  had  no  children  and  was,  it   is  said, 
the  last  descendant  of  Edward  Tyng  who,  by  regular  descent,  boic 
the  name  of  Tyng.     The  funeral  services  of  liis  burial  were  iield 
in  St.  Paul's  Church  in  l*oitlaiid,  an  e<lifice  erected  un.ler  his  im- 
mediate patronage. 
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Copy  of  tlic  iiisciiption  on  tlie  inonuinont  at  ilie  irravc.'  of  Wil- 
liaiii  ^J'yiig  of  Gorhatii,  in  tlic  ;iiici('iit  ^'ravcyaid  at   rorliaii-1. 

lu  memory  of  William  Tyiii;,  i:«<(.,  formerly  Slu'riir  of  r'mnh<rliiri«l.  aftf-r- 
wards  entrusted  with  n'ltcatt'd  ofiices  in  the  Province  of  NVw  Iininswi<.-k  ami 
late  rosidi'iit  in  Gorham,  wIktc,  aftor  a  useful  liftMnarkod  with  purity,  ln'Ufv- 
•  )lenc((  and  ])ii'ly,  ho.  died  in  tli<;  firm  iiopo  of  a  Joyful  rt-^urrer-tion,  I>-c.  1", 
1)^07,  a.^fd  70,  irrnatly  laiui  iit*'il  liy  an  afibctionatf;  wiilow,  who  pay*  llii^. 
tribute  of  conJuLral  love,  and  l»y  a  lamily  of  adoptud  i;hildn,'n  to  whom  If 
showed  more  than  paternal  kindness. 

MRS.    KLTZAP.KTU    IJKIN'LEY. 

The  followiui;-  article  ajipeare'l   in  llic  KeLn.ste)-,  Vol.  11  : 
(Died.)   "At  Tyn!nsl)oroiii;-li,  May  7, 18.')7,  .Mrs.  KIi/.al»eth  Hriiilev, 
:e.  76,  wile  of  liobert   Brinley,  Ks(j.     This  estimable  lady  was  de- 
sceiided  from   a  lon^-  line  of  distinguished    aiicesti-y.     Her  father, 
Hon.  .John   Pitts,  irrad.  II.   C.  1757^  and   was   for   several    vears  a 
member  of*  the  JNIass.  House   of  Representatives  and  J>[»eaker  of 
that  body  in  1775.     Hin-  grandfather  on  lier  mother's  side  was  the 
Hon.  .John   Tyng,  a   graduate   of    H.  C,  1725,  and  Judge   of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  Middlesex  County,  from  176^  to  178(1. 
having  been  reappoiute<l  an^l  made    Chief  Justice  after  the  Rev- 
olution.     Previous  to  his  appointment  as  Judge,  he  was  ten  vear^ 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Deputies  from  Boston.     The  father  of 
.Judge  Tyng  was  Major  William  Tyng,  a  gentleman  of  a  niilitarv 
turn.    He  was  a  Major  in  the  time  of  *' (}ueen  Anne's  War,"  and 
in  the  battles  Avith  the  Indians,  was  killed  by  them  in  171tl.     Ma- 
jor Tyng's  father   was  Col.  Jonathan  Tyng.     He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  old  towiiship  of  Dunstable,  a  man  of   sfreat  cour- 
age, enei'gy  of  cliaiacter  and  inlliience,  which  wa*  exhibited  dur- 
ing tlie  Indian  war  with  King  Philip.     Besides  many  offices  which 
he   held,  he   was   Colonel   of  the    up|>er  Middlesex   Hegiment,   a 
.ludge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Middlesex  Countv  from 
17(>li  to  1717,  and    was   appointed   one  of  Sir   Edmund   Andros's 
Council   under  James  II.     The  father    of    Ctd.  Tyng   was  Hon. 
hldward  Tyng,  who  was  born  in  Dunstable,  England,  in  161(0.  an<i 
came  to  Boston  about  l(')o9.     In  164*J  I.e  began   his  official   career 
as   a  constable  of  Boston.     He  was  ajtpointed   one  of  the    Depu- 
ties two  years  and  an  .assistant  thirteen  years  in  the  Coh>nial  gov- 
ernment, was  3Iaj()r  of  the  Suffolk  Peginient,  was  elected  ^lajor 
(/Jeneral  but  probably  did  not  serve.     He  held  many  other  public 
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offices  of  less  importance.  Previous  to  his  death  lie  removed 
from  Boston  to  that  part  of  Dunstable  wliich  is  now  "J'yngshoro,' 
and  from  his  native  |ila(;c  in  Eni:^!and,  the  old  town  of  Dunstable 
took  its  name.  The  town  of  Tyng>borough  also  took  its  name 
from  the  family.  K." 

REV.    FIAHIJAU    WF.f.I). 

Kev.  llabijali  Weld  M'as  born  in  Dunstable  July  li,  170:^.  Ili> 
lather,  Rev.  Thomas  Weld,  was  the  first  minister  of  Old  Dun- 
stable, lie  was  the  grandson  of  the  I  lev.  Thom.ts  Weld  who 
came  from  England  and  was  the  first  niinister  of  Jloxbury.  IIi> 
father  was  Jose])h  Weld  of  Koxbui-y.  He  was  bapt.  June  I'J, 
lG5o,  grad.  11,  C.  1G71,  ordained  at  Dunstable  Dee.  IG,  1085,  m. 
Nov.  9,  1G81,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Uev.  John  Wilson  of  Medfield. 
She  d.  July  1^0,  1GS7.  He  m.  id,  Mary  Savage,  dr.  of  Habijah 
Savage  and  his  M'ife  Hannah,  dr.  of  Hon.  Edward  1'yng.  Tt  i> 
stated  by  Fox,  p.  2o'J,  that  the  second  wife  of  Rev.  Thomas  Weld 
was  "widow  Hannah  Savage,  daughter  of  Hon.  Edward  Tyng.'" 
Hannah,  the  eldest  child  and  dr.  of  Edward  Tyng,  was  born  in 
Boston  March  7,  1G40,  and  was  about  sixty-two  years  old  when 
her  son  Habijah  Weld,  according  to  Fox,  was  born  in  170"J. 
Hannah  Tyng  m.  May  8,  1661,  Habijah  Savage,  H.  C.  1659.  He 
d.  1668.  Their  children  were,  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  15,  16G"J,  d.  early  ; 
Tiiomas,  b.  Aug.  17,  1G64,  d.  March  3,  1781,  and  twin  daughters, 
Hannah  and  Mary,  b.  Aug.  27, 1GG7.  Hannah  Savage,  widow  of 
Habijah  Savage,  m.  2nd,  Major  General  Daniel  Gookin  of  Cam- 
bridsre.  She  was  his  second  wife.  Of  their  dauirhters,  Hannah 
m.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Gookin  of  Cambridge,  son  of  Gen.  Gookiu, 
ami  iNfary  m.  liev.  Thomas  Weld  of  Dunstable.  In  his  will  Gen. 
Gfiokin  gives  a  legacy  to  Thomas  Savage,  the  ^on,  and  to  each  of 
tlu'  daughters,  Hannah  G(it>kin  and  Mary  Weld,  children  of  his 
wite. 

Having  thus  ascertained  that  Haliijah  Weld  was  the  son  of  his 
motliei',  Mary  Savage,  and  not  of  his  graiidmi>tlier,  Hannah  Sav- 
age, I  proceed  to  state  what  I  find  recorded  of  this  worthy  son 
of  Old  l)unstal)le.  He  was  b.  July  2,  (jiot  Sept.)  1702,  a  few 
weeks  after  the  death  of  his  t'ath.er.     He  was  taken  by  his  fatlier's 

sister  Dt>rathy,   wliose  first    husband    was Dennison,  and 

>econd Williams  into  her  family  and  by  her   brought   up. 
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:j,ri(l  ;it  luT  evpeii^sc  \v;is  eiluciile'l  :it  H.  C,  where  lit;  L'r;il,  172:'. 
He  taicght  seliool  :it  Mitrlli.i'.s  \'iiiey;iril,  al.-o  at  Wnbuiii  17ii.'»aii<l 
•JG,  was  onlaiiieil  at  Attleltorougli,  Oct.  1,  IT'JT,  aii-l  dieil  ^u.Meulv 

May  14,  17K2      He  m. Marv,  dr.  (.f  liev.  .]iAu\  Fu.v  of  \Vo- 

hurn.  Slie  w;i,<  b.  Oct.  'li'>,  17l>r).  Tliey  li:i«l  tiftecii  cliiMrfeii. 
four  soii!s  and  ele\  en  daughters,  several  of"  whom  iiiarri<'(l  minis- 
ters. His  wi(h)W  was  still  living  in  1797,  having  re.ached  her  Ulsl 
vear.  I  here  copy  from  ''  Hlmu-v  Diiiistcr  and  his  de-eeitdants,'" 
by  Samuel  Dunster,  [>.  125,  Note,  "  Hahij.ih  Weld  settled  in  At- 
tleborough,  .Massachusetts,  1727.  He  was  rigidly  precise  in  every 
thing,  not  a  bed  was  to  be  made  or  ;i  room  swejit  on  the  Sabbath 
and  the  food  for  that  day  vvas  [)repared  on  Saturday.  He  married 
Mary  Fox  of  \Voburn.  They  had  fifteen  children — eleven 
dauo-hters,  who  Mere  not  all<»wed  t(»  entertain  company  after  nim- 
o'clock.  They  mostly  married  ministers.  He  had  a  slave  whom 
he  used  to  sevid  with  presents  to  the  poor  of  his  parisli  who  had 
entertained  him.  Bristol  used  to  say  on  delivering  his  master's 
gifts,  "INIaster  always  sends  the  best  chicken  to  thank  folk  for  :i 
dry  crust.  *  *  *  He  built  a  house  for  a  parsonage,  wliere  the 
writer,  (Samuel  Dunster)  now  lives.  It  was  large  for  those  days, 
framed  and  boarded  with  oak,  tilled  in  between  the  boarding  and 
idasteriug  with  bricks,  :iud  covered  with  clapboards  split  from  the 
logs,  and  fastene  1  with  wrought  nails,  made  in  better  style  than 
those  Stephen  Biirrougiis  says  he  made  while  serving  out  his  timi- 
in  prison."  His  mother  resided  in  his  family  an<l  died,  as  is 
shown  by  the  inscription  on  lier  giavestone,  June  2,  1781. 

Sarah  Weld,  daughter  and  eighth  child  of  the  Rev.  llabijah 
Weld,  b.  June  9,  17oS,  m.  Nov.  22,  1770,  Rev.  Timothy  Alden  of 
Yarmouth.  She  died  very  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  Nov.  1796.  Her 
tiusband  was  aV)^ent  at  the  time  on  a  distant  journey  and  did  not 
return  till  after  the  funeral.  The  Rev.  John  .Mellen,  Jr,  of  Barn- 
sta\)le  [>reached  a  sei-iiion  at  her  funeral,  Nov.  13,  179i>,  which  wa< 
printed  in  Iioston.  To  this  sermon,  He  v.  Timothy  Alden,  Jr.,  added 
in  an  ap]iendix,  the  family  regi-ter  of  the  Rev.  TIabijah  Weld  and 
that  of  the  Rev.  John  Fox,  the  father  of  his  wife.  Rev.  Timo- 
thy Alden,  Jr.,  was  born  Ang.  2^,  1771,  grad.  H.  C,  1794,  w:i- 
President  ot'  Alleghany  College,  ilied  l^o9.  He  w;i>  the  author 
of  AideiTs  Kpitaph>,  al«!o  of  the  pamphlet  memoir^  of  E<lward 
Tvn>j;  of   l^oston  and  William  Tvng  of  (lorham. 
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Wliere  was  tlic  firsL  tiinn,  .•iiid  nlio  wcic  the  fir.-t  settlers  in 
Ol.l  Dmistnhk-  V 

I  iim  iii<Iel>te.l  totlio  Ilev.  Henry  A.  II:izeti  of  Killovlca  tor  tin- 
(loriuneiits  ;iiiil  rt-fcreiices,  wliidi  sliow,  it  seems  to  me  coiiclii- 
"ively,  t'le  exact  location  ami  also  tlie  date  of  the  first  settlement 
and  farm  in  Old  Dunstable.  Mr,  Fox,)).  17,  says,  "At  .vliat  time 
and  by  whom  Dunstable  was  first  settled  is  uncertain,  but  it  must 
have  been  considerably  earlier  than  the  date  of  the  charter  in 
1G73.  lie  also  adds,  "  In  1074  the  iicuse  of  Lieut,  Wheeler  is  des- 
iufuated  as  a  jdace  of  hohling  meetinj^s  of  the  proidietors,  and  we 
may  have  some  reason  to  sujtpose  that  he  may  have  been  the  first 
settler."  And  on  jiage  18  he  states,  "About  1GG.'>  John  Cromwell,, 
an  Indian  trader,  also  resided  at  Tyngsborough,  but  soon  after  re- 
moved to  Merrimac,  wiiere  he  built  a  trading  house  about  two 
juiles  above  the  month  of  PH?nnichuck  brook,  at  the  falls,  which 
now  bear  his  name."  He  then  relates  the  story  of  the  Indian 
hostility  towards  Cromwell,  of  the  burning  of  bis  house,  "  the 
cellar  of  which  is  still  visible."  Fox  is  wrong  as  to  the  date  ot 
Cromwell's  settlement  in  Tyngsborough,  which  was  long  before 
1665,  also  as  to  the  fact  of  his  removal  from  Tyngsborough  to  !\ler- 
riniac,  which  it  seems  ])robable  was  the  other  way,  that  is,  from 
Merrimac  to  Tyngsborough. 

A  grant  of  8<'U0  acres  was  made  by  the  General  Court  to  the 
town  of  Billerica  s<Mne  time  before  IGnG.  It  was  located  ])v  Jon- 
athan Danfortli  of  Billerica,  the  famous  land  surveyor  of  those 
times,  who  returned  a  plan  of  his  survey,  in  which  a  part  of  the 
SOUO  acres  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  but  njost  of  it 
on  the  east  si<le.  This  8000  acres  was  sold  by  Billerica  to  Wm. 
JSrenton,  and  was  known  as  Brenton's  farm,  and  is  a  large  part  of 
the  town  of  Litciifield.  On  this  plan  is  located  "  Cromwelfs 
house,"  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  what  is  now  Merrimac 
and  above  the  mouth  of  Pe?inichuck  brook.  Thus  it  ajtpears  tliat 
Cromwell  had  a  house  in  Merrimac  before  the  year  IGoG. 

Tlie  Kev.  Mr.  Alien  in  his  Centennial  Address,  delivered  in 
Merrimac  in  184G,  states  that  "The  tiist  house  built  iti  Mirrimai- 
was  erected  by  John  Cromwell,  a  trader  in  fms  with  the  Indians. 
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Ue  came  originally  from  England,  and  subseciuently  from  Tvng>- 
borougli  l<.  this  place  in  lOGo."  He  tlic-n  relates  the  story  of  tin- 
Indian  hostility  and  the  huining  of  his  Iiouse,  and  that  he  having 
had  notice  bin  led  liis  money,  and  escape'l,  and  h«;  adds,  "the  cella.- 
(of  his  house)  is  ,>till  or  was  n-ccMilly  visible."  It  is  manifest  that 
in  this  Mr.  Allen  only  follows  Mr.  Fox,  adds  nothing  new  and  re- 
peats his  mistakes,  'i'lie  trntli  is,  Cronuvelfs  fii-st  establislinieiit 
was  at  Merrimac  Ijefore  1<»5(;  in>tead  of  U)U:'),  as  stated  by  P'o.v 
and  Allen.  As  Cromwell  died,  as  will  presently  be  shown,  in  1001^ 
he  could  not  have  been  at  Merrimac  in  IGO.').  'I'he  inventory  ot 
liis  estate,  a  cojiy  of  which  is  before  me,  is  dated  at  Caml)ridge, 
28:10:61,  and  signe.l  by  John  Parker,  William  Fletcher  and 
Jacob  Parker,  sworn  to  and  tile.l  Jan.  11,  1661,  that  is,  IGG'J. 

In  this  inventory  is  a  large  list  of  Indian  tra<ling  goods,  house- 
hold furniture,  farming  tools,  a  stock  of  cattle  and  horses  twenty 
in  number,  and  twelve  swine,  furs  "ap])iaised  at  £><-.  lo.  (Mj.  tlie 
farm  "housing,  broke  up  land,  fencing"  au<l  other  appurtenances 
belonging  to  the  same  at  £1UU.  OU.  UU.  Tlie  total  footing  of  the 
inventory  is  £008,  "2.  8.  Here  is  a  large  farming  establishment, 
and  the  question  is,  wliere  was  it  situated? 

On  the  2'Jnd  day  of  January,  16»VJ,  "  Seaborne  Cromwell,  the 
relict  widow  of  John  Cromwell,  late  of  the  trading  house  on  Mei- 
rimacke  river,  dec'sd,"  conveys  in  mortgage  to  "John  Hull  of  Bos- 
ton, Goldsmith.  *  *  *  All  that  capital  :\Ies-uage  or  Tenemt 
whereof  her  husband,  Julm  Cromwell,  was  seized  and  was  his  man- 
sion place,  containing  about  three  hundred  acies  of  land,  adjoinini: 
and  appertaining  thereunto,  to  him  had  and  acquired  by  purchase 
of  Capt.  E-lward  Johnsun  of  Woburne,'"  etc.  Where  was  E<'i- 
ward  Johnson's  three  hundred  acres?  A  plan  drawn  by  Danforth 
shows  the  location  of  two  tracts  of  land  granted  to  Anna  Cole. 
This  location  embraces  the  territoiw  extending  from  great  Naa- 
cook  at  Tyngsborough  meeting-house  to  little  Xa.acook  or  IIow- 
.ard's  Ijrook.  The  Anna  Cole  lan<l  was  ct)nveyed  to  Cornelius 
Waldo  and  by  him  to  Thomas  Colburn  and  Joseph  P'arwell.  On 
this  plan  is  maike<l  next  noith  of  anil  over  the  brook,  "3U0  acres 
to  Edwar<l  Johnson."  so  that  it  appeals  that  Johnson's  300  acre> 
was  next  north  oi  and  adjuining  on  llowaid's  biook.  This  is  the 
land  c<>nv'.'Viil    bv  .Iwhu>on  to  .lohn    (.'romwidl,  and    bv    Seaborne 
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Cromwell  Ills  widow  mortgaged  to  Joliii  Hull.  It  seems  that  Mill! 
foreclosed  iho  mortgage,  and  by  liis  <lc(d  dated  Jan.  20,  1G7G,  h<- 
I'onvcyed  the  saino  to  Lieut.  Jose|tli  Wlieele?-,  Wheeler  to  Corne- 
lius Waldo^  Waldo  to  ColUurn  Jind  J<)<e](h  Farwell.  Henry  Far- 
well  subsequently  purchased  the  whole  or  a  ])art  of  thisoOO  acres, 
;ind  ronveyed  a  part  of  it  to  his  son  Jonathan  Farwell  and  a  part 
fo  his  son-in-law,  J^ieut.  'J'imothy  Bancroft  Col.  Bancroft  jnn- 
rhased  the  J(uiath»n  Faiwell  part  and  on  this  farm  he  lived  and 
there  he  ilicd. 

When  1  was  lirst  evamining  the  old  records  of  Dunstable  in 
1825  G,  I  found  the  entry,  in  1C74  that  the  house  of  Lieut. 
Wheeler  was  agreed  upon  as  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  proprie- 
tors, and  in  one  of  my  inteiviews  with  Col.  Bancroft  1  said  t" 
Iiim,  "Wliere  was  Lieut,  Wheeler's  house?  He  without  hesitation 
replied,  "It  was  here."  It  is  upon  thi«  farm  that  are  now  shown 
what  is  said  to  be  the  site  and  remains  of  Cromwell's  trading- 
liouse  burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  on  it  was  found  a  large  sum  of 
money  l)y  .Tonathim  Farwell,  when  he  was  ownei,  and  many  years 
after  another  sum  was  found  by  Col.  Bancroft. 

By  -whom  Avasthe  money  hidden  ?  The  trailition  is  that  it  wa- 
by  Cromwell  on  making  his  escape  from  the  Indian  attacks.  Bui 
is  this  probable?  Is  it  credible  that  Cromwell,  having  his  house 
burnt  by  the  hostile  savages,  would  immediately  have  re))uilt  in 
that  ex))osed  situation  buildings  such  as  are  described  in  the  in- 
ventory? I  think  his  house  burnt  was  at  Merriniac,  and  that  he 
then  went  to  TyngsVtorough  and  lemained  there  till  his  death. 
If  his  ho\ise  burnt  w:is:it  Tyngsboroiigh  and  he  buried  the  money, 
when  he  resumed  his  residence  there  he  w  uuld  know  where  the 
ireasuie  was  hidden  and  would  at  onee  have  taken  it  up.  Bux 
Cromwell  was  by  net  means  the  first  Indian  trader  in  that  region. 
The  Indian  fur  tiade  was  an  object  of  great  interest  to  the  immi- 
grants at  a  very  early  period.  It  was  ci>nsidered  to  be  of  .^o  much 
consequence  as  to  be  regulated  by  enactments  of  the  General 
Court.  The  e.vclusive  right  to  this  trade  upon  the  ^ler'imack 
river  was  sold  in  1657  to  Major  Simon  Willard,  3Ir.  William 
Brenton,  Ensign  Thomas  Wheeler  autl  Thomas  Henchman.  This 
Thomas  Wheeler  was  the  i'ather  of  Lieut,  .lose) »h  Wheeler.  He 
was  one  ot"  ttie  petitioners  tor  the  grant  of  the  township,  and  w.iv 
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the  Capt.  Thomas  Wlicolcr  of  tlio  Brookflehl  Indian  fight.  What 
nioreproLahle  tlian  that  these  lioaifls  were  deposited  by  .some  pre- 
decessor of  Croniwel],  who  left  the  country  or  died,  so  that  the 
treasure  remained  unknown  and  Ijiddt-n  till  plr>wod  up  l»y  Far- 
well  and  Bancroft  ? 

It  was  at  Lieut.  Wheeler's  liouse  that  the  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors was  lield  I\Iay  11,  1074,  at  which  it  was  determined  that 
"  the  meeting-house  that  is  to  be  erected  shall  stand  between 
Salmon  brook  and  the  house  of  Lieut.  Wheeler,  as  convenient  a> 
may  be  for  the  accommodation  of  both.  Xo  doubt  it  was  Ijuilt 
as  Col.  Bancroft  states  upon  the  Pollard  farm. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Cromwell  had  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1661,  a  dwelling-house,  barn  and  out-buildings,  and  a  lariie  im- 
proved farm  upon  what  is  now  the  Bancroft  farm  in  Tyngs.boro\ 
These  improvements  must  have  been  commenced  some  years  be- 
fore 1661.  The  date  of  his  purchase  from  .Johnson  does  not  aj>- 
pear.  The  deed,  if  any  was  given,  was  not  recorded  and  cannot 
be  found.  Unless  Cromwell  by  his  Avill  gave  the  land  to  Mis. 
Cromwell,  her  mortgage  to  Hull  would  not  convey  the  title. 
Hull  sold  the  land,  30U  acres,  to  Lieut.  Joseiih  Wheeler  for  £*?(i, 
by  deed  dated  Jan.  29,  1676.  It  seems  that  Wheeler  sold  to  Pe- 
ter Buckley,  and  John  Buckley  and  Mary  his  vvife,  by  deed  dated 
Jau.  11, 1710-11,  conveyed  to  Henry  Farwell  for  £-200,  "  all  that 
my  same  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  Dunstable  afore- 
said, which  was  derived  from  Mr.  John  Cromwell,  and  by  a  Town 
grant  made  to  Peter  Buckley,  Esq.,  deceased,  father  of  the  said 
John  Buckley.'' 

Henry  Farwell  conveyed  a  part  of  this  land  to  Timothy  Ban- 
croft, and  a  part  to  his  sou  Jonathan  Farwell.  It  would  seen; 
that  some  question  was  made  as  to  the  validity  of  the  title  under 
Mrs.  Cromwell's  mortgage,  on  account  of  the  want  of  a  deed  from 
Johnson,  and  of  a  right  in  her  to  convey.  To  meet  these  defect>, 
first,  the  want  of  a  deed  from  Johnson  is  supplied  by  a  deposition 
recorded  Vol.  13,  page  317,  copied  as  follows: 

Thomas  Williams,  of  full  age,  and  Walter  Shepherd,  of  full 
age,  testify  and  say,  that  they  Avereboth  of  them  servants  to  John 
Cromwell  at  a  place  called  Naacook,  since  called  Dunstable,  in  the 
years  1661  and  1602,  and  that  the  said  John  Cromwell   was  pos- 
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sesserl  of  and  lived  upon  a  certain  tract  of  land  that  went  under 
]3cnonunation  of  300  acres,  which  land  «aid  John  Cromwell  told 
us  that  he  purch.isod  of  Old  Ca|>t.  Johnson  of  Woburn,  and  that 
to  our  certain  knowledge,  he,  the  said  Cromwell, lived  and  died  in 
the  possession  of  said  tract  or  ])arcel  of  land,  the  same  sittuate 
and  in  said  Dunstable.  And  further  Testify  and  say  that  Seaborne 
Cromwell,  widow  and  relict  of  said  John  Cromwell,  lived  in  the 
<{uiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  part  or  parcel  of  land, 
reputed  to  contain,  as  aforesaid,  some  years  after  the  death  of  said 
John  Cromwell,  and  further  say  not. 

Made  oath  to  the  truth  of  what  is  here  written  Sept.  15, 1702. 

Joseph  Lyxde,     ^  Jiistices  of 


,} 


James  Coxveks,  j  the  Peace. 

This  in  place  of  deed  from  Johnson,  showing  claim  under  John- 
son and  peaceable  possession  more  than  forty  years.  Then  as  to 
want  of  title  in  I\lrs.  Cromwell,  in  the  deed  of  quitclaim,  dated 
Dec.  24,  1702,  of  John  Cromwell  of  Andover,  Cordwaner,  and 
Benjamin  Cromwell  of  Woodbridge,  East  Jersie,  late  of  Charles- 
town,  Mason,  both  sons  of  John  Cromwell,  late  of  the  trading 
house,  mercliant,  dec''  and  Robert  Crumbey  of  Boston  and  Re- 
becca his  wife  dau.  of  y*  s*^  John  Cromwell,  To  Peter  Buckley 
Esq.  late  of  Concord,  conveys  300  acres  more  or  less  —  John 
Cromwell's  mansion  place  whereof  our  fathers  died  seized.  This 
title  as  shown  above  passed  from  John  Buckley,  the  son  of  Peter 
to  Henry  Farwell  by  deed  Jan.  11,  1710. 

It  seems  that  the  survey  made  by  Jonathan  Danforth  of  the 
SOOO  acres  was  made  under  the  direction  of  Simon  \Villard  and 
Edward  Johnson,  and  thoy  state  on  their  return  of  the  survey  of 
the  land,  that  ('romwell  was  then  "  dwelling  tliere,"  and  as  he  had 
at  the  time  of  his  decease  at  least  three  children,  it  seems  probable 
that  in  1656  he  had  a  family  at  the  Merrimac  house,  and  must 
have  commenced  his  settlement  there  sometime  before  the  date 
of  the  survey.  And  as  the  settlement  of  Chelmsford  began  iu 
1655,  it  may  well  be  claimed  that  John  Cromwell  was  the  first 
permanent  white  inhabitant  of  the  valley  of  the  Merrimac,  and 
that  the  first  farm  made  and  occupied  in  Old  Dunstable  was  the 
Bancroft  farm  in  Tvnsisboro'.     In  the  researches  made  as  to  John 
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Cromwell  and  his  aftairs,  no  scintilla  of  proof  appears  of  the  truth 
of  the  tradition  as  to  the  attack  of  the  Indians  upon  him,  and  the 
credit  given  to  the  stories,  by  the  finding  of  tlie  money,  having  no 
basis  in  fact,  it  would  seem  that  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
the  traditional  stories.  There  is  no  indication  that  his  residence 
was  interrupted  or  that  he  left  the  place  between  1G50  and  his 
death  in  IGGl,  and  it  is  incredible  that  his  lionie  should  have  been 
burned  by  the  Indians  and  that  he  should  have  had  tlie  courage 
to  rebuild  it  such  as  the  inventory  of  his  estate  sliows,  all  in  the 
five  years  between  165G  and  1G61,  in  his  lonely  situation  sui- 
rounded  by  such  hostile  savages. 


ERRATA. 

TJie  renfler  is  requested  to  note  and  correct  tbe  following  errors : 

Page  G,  for  Zafinea  read  Zebuloii.    For  Lotreii'line  alwujs  read  Solleiidinc. 

Page  50,  Kdward  Johnson  was  boni  in  Wobiuii. 

Page  52,  Oth  line,  for  Thomas  read  Habijah. 

Page  52,  12th  line,  for  80th  read  S2d. 

Page  60,  note  i  should  be  on  page  G4. 

Page  V3,  last  line,  the  comma  after  shonld  be  before  entirely. 

Pago  no.  No  33,  for  Ab'uie  read  Frances. 

Page  100,  for  Aug.  31,  read  Oct.  31. 

Page  100,  No.  4'J,  1841  should  be  l.<42. 

Page  100,  No.  50,  erase  Charles  before  Francis. 

Page  103,  No.  08,  the  name  Breder  should  be  Baehellor. 

Page  13.S.   or  French  and  Indian  war  of  1753  read  Revolutionary  war 
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